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"You have to put fear aside and do what you 
thank 26 Tight." 


--Leo Ryan on the eve of his 


visit to Jonestown. 


And ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free. 


--John VIII:32. The unoffi- 
cial motto of the Central 


Intelligence Agency. 
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The Kristallnacht or Crystal Night was the name 
e Nazis gave to the evening of November 9, 1938; the 
fteenth anniversary of Adolf Hitler's first attempt 
overthrow the German government. As in years past, 
> Nazi Party bosses gathered to celebrate; among them 
5s Heinrich Himmler, Reichsfurer of the SS, who had 
anned an event to mark the anniversary. Following 
beer hall celebrations, Himmler's SS set out to 
sault the Jewish citizenry. Before the evening was 
=r, 119 synagogues were set on fire, 7,500 Jewish 
were looted or destroyed, 171 Jewish homes were 
and 20,000 Jews were arrested and sent to 
ly-constructed labor camps. According to Nazi 
Beds, 36 Jews were murdered that evening. Through- 
Germany, Himmler's troops inflicted over 25 million 
ks worth of damage -- 5 million in broken glass 
yne, hence the name, the Crystal Night. In the weeks 
t followed, German Jews were not only denied 
urance claims, but were totally ousted from the 
ynomy and fined one billion marks "for their 


ominable crimes." 























German Jews had suffered persecution before, 
but only at the hands of roving bands of "brown shirts" 
who acted out of their personal prejudices under a 
government that turned a blind eye to their crimes. 

The Crystal Night was the first assault to be 
officially sanctioned by the German government. It was 
the beginning of the Holocaust. In the six and a half 
years that followed, over 12 million Jews and other 
sub-humans were exterminated in the Nazi death camps. 
Combined with the casualties of World War II, the death 
toll was a staggering 60 million. 

Today, outside Munich, near Dachau, the first 
and most infamous of the German Nazi death camps, there 
is a memorial to those who died in the Holocaust. 
Inscribed on the monument are the foreboding words of 
American philosopher George Santayana, "Those who do 


not remember the past are condemned to relive it." 
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The White Night was the name the Reverend Jim 
Jones gave to the evening of November 18, 1978 in which 
over 900 of his followers died in a mass suicide/murder 
ritual in Jonestown, Guyana; a community they had 
carved from the jungles of South America. Sparked by 
their assassination of U.S. Congressman Leo Ryan, the 
predominantly Black American cultists carried out the 
final performance of the bizarre White Night they had 
rehearsed for years. Before the evening was over, 913 
former U.S. citizens were dead, most from drinking a 
cyanide-laced concoction. 

For years, Jim Jones had warned his 
congregation that the Nazis had infiltrated the Central 
Intelligence Agency and other departments of the 


federal government to stage a second holocaust; this 





time against the Blacks and Native Americans. He 
claimed their only chance of survival was under his 
protection in the safe haven of Jonestown. Jones' 
warnings were correct, but he neglected to tell his 
congregation that it was he who was helping to 
perpetrate the coming ethnic war in America. 

Jonestown was a medical field test in mind 
control designed to evaluate two auspicious behavior 
modification drugs on a representative cross-section of 
Black and Native American citizens. The unwitting 
human guinea pigs were divided into three test groups. 
Three hundred received small dosages of drug A ona 
regular basis, three hundred received drug B and the 
remaining three hundred acted as the control group and 
received no drugs at all. Jim Jones then staged the 
only definitive test of his control; he asked his 
followers to commit suicide. Those who did so 
voluntarily were considered under control, those who 
refused were murdered and the results so noted in the 
extensive medical records that are still missing to 
this day. 

Jones and several of his top aides were in the 
employ of the Central Intelligence Agency at the time 
of the experiment; making the White Night the first 
U.S. government sanctioned persecution of a native 
Minority in peacetime. The 913 dead are important, but 
not as important as the yet untold millions who will 
die if the results of the Jonestown experiment are 
implemented in society. As the earth's resources 
Steadily deplete, a second holocaust becomes more and 
More probable but, unlike the first, there will be no 
goosestepping Nazis, swastikas, concentration camps or 
gas ovens. People will just drop dead en masse or be 


reduced to zombie-like slaves to serve a master race. 























All that remains of the ultimate experiment that made 
this grim future possible are photographs of the 
carnage and one in particular. Surrounded by a field 
of corpses, over the simple, unadorned throne of Jim 
Jones hung the following hand-painted wooden sign: 
"Those who do not remember the past are condemned to 


repeat it." 
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Some say the evil was born in Jim Jones, others 
say it is inherent in the CIA, still others claim the 
true source is the Nazis who infiltrated the CIA, and 
then there are those few who believe it all began with 
some quasi-religious group founded in the Dark Ages. 
One might as well say the evil was born with time and 
will die with time. In order to detail the story 
within the confines of a book, this work will explore 
the forty years of ethnic weaponry between the Crystal 
Night and the White Night. 

Eight years have passed since the Jonestown 
"tragedy" or "mass suicide" or "massacre" or 
"“suicide/murder" or "the greatest crime of the century" 
- mo one has really been able to define the event. One 
author has suggested that it was so unique as to be 
called "The Event." By now, almost all of the first 
hand accounts have been published. They are 
Surprisingly consistent in the details of Who? What? 
When? Where?, but the critical answers to How? and Why? 
are either misinterpreted, misrepresented or, more 
commonly, outright omitted. Historic events, like 
Jonestown, are never understood as they occur or even 
within a few years after they occur. It takes time to 
verify and collate the various eyewitness accounts into 


a comprehensive overview and to place that overview in 


mm@ewcourse of history. To date, most reports about 
Jonestown are autobiographies tainted by the author's 
defense of his involvement with Jim Jones and the 
Peoples Temple. Some are deliberate cover-ups, but 
most are just subjective and extremely limited in 
scope. Assuming the intentions of the eyewitness are 
honest, that he has not been deceived or overly 
influenced by his emotions and has 100% recall, what he 
reports is reality, but an extremely limited reality as 
he has no knowledge of anything that occurred outside 
his field of vision. An eyewitness to Jonestown can no 
more write an accurate history of the event than a 
soldier in the trenches could write a history of World 
War I. Such first hand accounts do provide valuable 
source material, but the definitive history will be a 
conglomeration of all such accounts; a second 
generation book, and that is precisely the intention 
herein. Although this work reaches entirely different 
conclusions, it agrees with most of what has been 
published on the subject of Jonestown. 

The secret of the CIA's sponsorship of the 
Jonestown experiment is really no secret at all. The 
truth lies in most well-stocked libraries and in the 
records of government agencies for any other adventurer 
who is willing to dedicate six years of intensive 
digging to discover. The first step in this research 
work was to collect everything that has been published 
On the subject. Newspaper articles from both the East 
and West Coast press were laboriously photocopied from 
microfilm. Every book about the Peoples Temple was 
acquired. Many are out of print but obtainable from 
book finding services, often at ten times the cover 
Price. All related movies, documentaries and video 


interviews were then taped for reference. U.S. 





























government reports (including what little the CIA has 
released under the Freedom of Information Act) were 
acquired from the Library of Congress and added to the 
mass of data. The photo libraries of news agencies 
provided several thousand photographs, and a wide 
variety of periodicals provided reprints of articles on 
the subject. Much of the information referred to other 
more obscure publications that were purchased from a 
variety of sources to complete the largest reference 
library on Jonestown in the world. All of this 
information was then qualified with particular 
attention paid to the author's motives and the validity 
of his sources. Since the Jonestown story crosses the 
path of many equally important stories of the day, it 
was necessary to duplicate the above research 
procedures for these sidestories that would become 
subplots of the Jonestown history. Once all of this 
information was gathered, it was collated minute by 
minute, day by day, year by year, until the sum total 
of all verified facts had been placed in chronological 
order. This work is intended for those who are not 
willing to make such an expensive and painstaking 
commitment in search of the truth. 

Nearly everyone I have encountered in my 
research has urged me not to offer this book for 
publication. Some say I will be labeled a madman 
because the American people have been so programmed as 
to automatically assume that anyone who speaks of the 
CIA is paranoid and insane. I disagree. Americans are 
intelligent and sufficiently aware to know that our 
national security has been entrusted in part to a very 
competent agency that is real, effective, achieves | 
noticeable results and often defends their secret ! 


activities by labeling their critics as crazy. I have 





vii 


also been warned that Americans do realize the CIA does 
terrible things but they do not want to know the gory 
details. Again, I disagree. We have not yet been 
totally brainwashed into a complacent, dream-like 
state. We pay taxes to support agencies like the CIA 
and deserve an accurate accounting of their activities, 
no matter how disturbing those activities might be. 
Finally, I have been forewarned that the CIA will try 
to discredit or even kill me for exposing one of their 
large scale crimes against humanity. I agree that 
there may be some reprisal. The truth hurts, and even 
though it is not my truth, only the truth, I may suffer 
some persecution for exposing it. 

My motives are both selfless and selfish. 
Personally, I am appalled that our democracy has 
deteriorated to the point where a federal agency felt 
compelled to conduct such a macabre medical experiment 
on innocent citizens. I feel a sincere responsibility 
to accurately detail the story of Jonestown and warn of 
what I see as the strong possibility of a second 
holocaust. Secondly, I do expect to be compensated for 
my seven years of work but, if money were my only 
concern, I could profit far more by using the knowledge 
I have gained, as opposed to just writing about it. 

Though I consider myself to be an excellent 
researcher, I am only an average writer. This book has 
been written in plain English. Those fond of high 
intellectual pursuits will be stimulated and taxed to 
the limits of their comprehension, not by the 
pretentious use of flowery language, but by the story 
itself. The combined genius of Edgar Allan Poe, Aldous 
Huxley, George Orwell, and Stephen King could not have 
Boenjured up a more bizarre, intriguing fiction, but 


what sets this work apart from theirs is that this 


Story is true. 








I HEIL HITLER! 















Just because the German Army surrendered, it 

S not necessarily follow that the Allies won World 
mri. War, especially world war, is far more than 

t a military maneuver; it also has economic, social, 
political ramifications. Certainly, the Allies won 
ilitary victory over the Nazis, but that is all that 
rtain. Within only forty years after World War 
the economy of both Germany and Japan was much 

nger than that of the United States, Britain, and 
sia, who fared far worse in the wake of what is 
rally accepted as their victory. This chapter will 
ore some of the political and social ramifications 
he second, and hopefully the last, world war. 
Anyone who knows anything about 20th century 
sory will recognize this chapter's title as the 
tation that opened and closed nearly every 
wnication in Germany's Third Reich, but what does 
average American really know about this group that 
‘ly conquered the world? Surprisingly, very little. 
mes have been written on the subject but few have 


n the time to read even basic primers like The Rise 




















tedious in their detail. Public opinion of the Nazis 
has been drawn largely from motion pictures, newsreels, 
documentaries and articles that are too often 
subjective, one-dimensional propaganda. Since the 
story of Jonestown has its roots in Nazi Germany, to 
understand the full impact of the experiment some 
common misconceptions about the Nazis must first be 
dispelled. 

Contrary to the widely accepted belief, the 
Nazis were not anti-Semitic, they were pro-Aryan and 
there is a distinct difference. The fair-skinned, 
predominantly blue-eyed, blondes of Nordic descent were 
heralded as the master race while all others were 
considered sub-human. The Nazis did murder six million 
Jews in the Holocaust, but they also murdered an 
additional six million Slavs, gypsies, intellectuals, 
drug addicts, criminals, communists, and homosexuals. 
The only reason that Jews dominated the ranks of the 
oppressed is that they dominated the sub-human 
population in Europe. Had the Nazis risen to power in, 
for example Africa, Blacks and not Jews would have been 
murdered en masse. 

The 1936 Olympics, held in Berlin, is a prime 
example of the Nazis' attitude toward Blacks. Germany 
proudly presented its\ finest Aryan athletes like Luz 
Long, who carried the|/ honor of the master race but who 
was repeatedly defeated by the Black American, Jesse 
Owens. The German press called Owens and other Black 
athletes "auxiliaries" and “little more than trained 
baboons" Hitler exemplified the official Nazi position 
by refusing to congratulate Owens after he won an 


unprecedented four gold medals in the competition. 





Though it is rarely portrayed as one, World War 
Il was a race war, or at least the Nazis perceived it 
as such. The Allies, on the other hand, were fighting 


a traditional border war in which geography or 


















jonality dictated whether the citizenry was friend 

oe. To the Nazis, the enemy was not the United 

or Russia but the sub-humans, some of whom were 
heir own country of Germany, others in Europe and 
rs still in the U.S. and Russia. Likewise, the 


ce," many of the occupied peoples were classified 


human and sent to the concentration camps while 

y of Aryan heritage were rewarded and welcomed into 

> Third Reich. While the Allies were fighting 

Intries, the Nazis were fighting people, and this 

sic conceptual difference permitted both sides to 

The Allies won a military victory over Germany, 

Germany won a social and political victory over the 

ted States where their philosophy was embraced by 

y German-Americans (who today comprise the largest 

iic group in the country). 

This story begins in an intra-structure of the 

i Party known as the Sachutzstaffel or simply as the 
The SS was formed in 1926 with 280 charter members 
original function was to guard Adolf Hitler. 

er two rather ineffective leaders, Hitler appointed 
nrich Himmler, a quiet, mild-mannered poultry farmer 
expert genetic engineer, as Reichsfuhrer SS. Under 

mler, the SS grew in numbers and prestige both 

Ore and after 1934, when it was made an independent 
stion of the Nazi Party. Enrollment had increased to 


000 members recruited from Germany, Austria, Norway, 


























Denmark and France. They were the elite of the master 
race and the heroes of every aspiring German boy who 
dreamed of the day that he too could wear the black SS 
uniform with its stylized twin lightning bolt emblem. 
The tight-fitting uniform was also cause for young 
girls to dream. 

The SS was so diversified as to defy a simple 
description. They were not a military unit, per se, 
though Himmler did establish an armored division known 
as the Waffen SS whose primary function was, not to 
engage in battle but, to follow the German Army and 
reorganize the conquered countries. They also served 
as very impressive parade troops. Furthermore, Himmler 
established an intelligence gathering division as the 
Security Service of the SS or Sicherheitsdienst (S.D.) 
as the Nazi spy ring was called. Himmler also 
organized Germany's sixteen police forces into the 
Gestapo under his command. Another SS division, 
identified by their skull and cross-bones emblem, was 
charged with managing the several concentration camps 
set up in old German factories soon after the SS became 
a separate entity in 1934. One of the SS tasks was to 
implement Himmler's plan to purify the Aryan race in 
the first 125 years of his proposed "Thousand year 


Reich." Their plan was two-fold; eliminate the 


sub-humans and procreate the master race. Himmler 


would breed the Germans as he had bred chickens on his 
poultry farm. The SS might best be described as a 
fraternity whose varied membership that numbered in the 
hundreds of thousands by the outbreak of World War II, 
took the following oath, 


I swear to thee, Adolf Hitler, 


loyalty and bravery. I vow to 








thee and to the superiors whom 
thou shail appoint, obedience 


until death. 


It was Heinrich Himmler's SS, and not the German people 
or even the German military, that was solely 
responsible for the Nazi atrocities. 

One of the most bizarre and insightful 
activities of the SS was to scour the world in search 
of any and all knowledge of the occult and psychic 
phenomena. Though Hitler's and Himmler's interest in 
the occult has long been reported, the influence the 
occult exerted on their careers has never been fully 
appreciated. Soon after World War I, Hitler joined a 
number of German occult lodges, most notably the Thule 
Gesellschaft, a coven that delved into the Black Arts, 
required its members to abstain from alcohol and meat 
(to enhance their necromancy rites) and preached a 
doctrine of Aryan superiority under an ancient Tibetan 
Symbol: the swastika. Obviously, the experience had a 
profound effect on Hitler. It has been proposed that 
Hitler intended to appoint himself as God upon 
conquering the world and this was the source of his 
Obsession with the occult. From African voodoo priests 
to Himalayan monks, from Christianity to letterology, 
every religion, sect or cult present in the world as 
well as in recorded history was closely scrutinized by 
the SS. They attempted to compile the most 
comprehensive study of man's spiritual experience and 
to a large extent they succeeded. 

By 1937, Himmler had bled the German occult 
lodges for all that they had to teach so he outlawed 
them in order to eliminate anyone who possessed even a 


fraction of his knowledge. Covens, such as the 


























A.+.A.*. and the 0O.T.0O. were disbanded. The principal 
figure in both was Aleister Crowley who regarded the 
Nazis as "Creatures of Christianity" for their 
persecution of the Jews. Hitler did report in Mein 
Kampf that, as a young student in the Benedictine 
Monastery in Lamback, he dreamed of one day being 
ordained a priest. To this day, his relationship with 
the Catholic Church remains a very controversial issue. 
They never excommunicated him; not even posthumously. 

Hitler and Himmler were the foremost 
authorities on the occult in the world and perhaps even 
in the history of the world and the following is 
presented as an example of the extent of their 
Knowledge. Their basic discovery, or rather redis- 
covery, was the one dogma common to all religious 
beliefs, man is an energy force in a physical body. 
Primitives called it a spirit. Christians call it a 
soul and portray their saints as having a nimbus or 
halo about their head. To a Hindu, it iS an aura or 
astral body and their gods and goddesses are depicted 
as being surrounded by a glowing energy field. Many 
people in the past and present claim to have the 
ability to see this rainbow-like aura that surrounds 
every person and attests to his character as well as 
his physical and mental state. Regardless of how 
different cultures view the aura, most all agree that 
it exists and is crucial to life as the absence of it 
is the true definition of death. Perhaps Himmler's 
initial interest in the aura was to develop new 
techniques to separate body and soul that could kill 
without bullets or poisons, but his research was to, 
take a different course. 

The SS scientists under Himmler determined 
through modern methods that when a person concentrates 





n another, a small flare of energy leaves his aura as 
a solar flare leaves the sun and travels at the speed 
of light to the person of his thoughts. The recipient 
then thinks of the sender without realizing that the 


ght was implanted in his mind. 





















It is commonly 
| as telepathic communication or extrasensory 


ption (ESP). Everyone possesses the talent but, 
other human attributes, the extent of one's 

ity varies from individual to individual. It seems 
mgest between family members or loved ones but, 

e physical skills, the power of telepathy can be 
sed or cultivated to the limits of one's 

itude. The SS conducted many experiments in 

thic communications intended to transmit messages 
ple as they slept. If the dream message was 

ong enough, the recipient might subconsciously 
lieve it to be his own thoughts and, once awakened, 

t accordingly. It is not known how far such 
eriments progressed in Nazi Germany but it is known 
far the science has progressed since World War II. 
Following the war, a new technique, called 

lian photography, captured the aura on film and, for 
first time, scientifically proved its existence. 

g the technique, an entire human body was 

tographed and, in the subsequent study of the 

ture, an amazing discovery was made. The aura 

tted from the body at certain focal points that 

ctly coincided with ancient Chinese acupuncture 

rts. Despite present day claims that the 

ectiveness of acupuncture treatments is not 

2rstood, this discovery proved what holistic experts 
predicted. Disease is often caused by a blockage 
the life-giving force of the aura and acupuncture 


idles merely unblock energy paths to permit the aura 











to flow unrestricted to the affected area. It is the 
aura and not the needle that cures the acupuncture 
patient. With this new insight into an ancient 
science, German researchers experimented with one 


particular acupuncture treatment that for over 5,000 





years was believed to enhance one's psychic powers. | 
Finally, they had arrived at a simple, universally i 
effective method to turn average people into masters of i 
telepathic communication by unblocking the focal points 
of their auras associated with ESP. 

In the 1950's, several experiments were 





conducted with a telepathic sender and a receiver 


located a thousand miles apart. The only aspect new to 





the experiments was the inclusion of highly sensitive 





monitoring devices that recorded the minute energy 





flares on an electronic gauge as it left the sender and 
arrived at the receiver. The experiment only confirmed 
previous findings but one unheralded genius came up 

with a brilliant idea. The experiment was repeated 

but, instead of having the sender concentrate on a 

human receiver, he attempted to send his telepathic l 
message directiy to the monitoring equipment. The | 


scientists were amazed when, at the appointed time, a 





thousand miles from the sender, the needle on the 
monitoring equipment moved. The machine could not 
understand the message, only that a message had been 
received, so the experiment was repeated but this time, 
instead of sending a speech or thought pattern, the 
sender projected a series of energy pulses in Morse l 


code. The gauge registered the dots and dashes of the | 





message and easily translated them into the written 





word. It was a monumental discovery; the first 


mind/machine link. By 1965, this unpublished science 











had so advanced as to be applied as the communication 





— 





system for an ultra-secret intelligence group in the 
United States. One of the world's largest computers 
(the same Hewlett-Packard model as used by the General 
Services Administration to run the Federal government) 
was set-up and programmed to receive the telepathically 
communicated reports of thousands of intelligence 
agents in the field. It is the quickest, most 
efficient, untappable communication system in the world 
today; linking the life experiences of thousands of 
covert operatives directly into the computer data banks 
that, at a moment's notice, can regurgitate the sum 
total of their knowledge on anything or anyone so 
requested. The organization exists today with 
headquarters in California's Silicon Valley and 
branches throughout the world that operate in 
conjunction with acupuncture clinics as conditioning 
centers for the operatives. It was one of the best 
kept secrets. 

The science of telepathic communication has not 
escaped the interest of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, which recently funded several studies in 
Parapsychology in a joint venture with the National 
Security Agency in an effort to establish a super- 
secret national defense system utilizing the "energy 
influences" of thousands of operatives to jam the 
directional guidance systems of incoming enemy 
Missiles. It is a plausible defense. Likewise, CIA 
reports indicate that as early as 1972, the 
Characteristically austere Soviet Union had allocated 
an annual budget of over $20 million for their research 
in this field. 

Regardless of whether the reader views this 
account as futuristic fiction or the secret of life, to 


Heinrich Himmler the science was very serious business. 
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He firmly believed that he had discovered a primeval 
truth previously mastered only by such historic figures 
as Jesus Christ. Christ never claimed to be God, not 
even to save his own life. Had he done so, Pontius 
Pilate would have dismissed him as insane and exempted 
him from execution. Christ professed to be the "Son of 
God" but within the limited scope of our understanding 
we have failed to see that we are all “sons of God" and 
the only difference between Christ and the rest of 
humanity is that he had mastered the essence of his 
nature. He knew who he was, from where he came, why he 
was here and what awaited him after death, whereas most 
people have absolutely no concrete answers, only 
mythological hearsay to explain these very basic 
mysteries of life. Himmler viewed Christ's powers to 
cure the sick as no more than the ability to impart his 
extremely strong aura to upgrade the low energy levels 
of the afflicted. Likewise, his miraculous power to 
raise the dead was no more than the ability to cure the 
ailment that had expelled the spirit, then travel 
through the astral world to retrieve the spirit and 
guide it back into the body. To Himmler, the 
"resurrection" was just the physical embodiment of the 
astral body. Himmler's assessment of the powers of 
Jesus Christ may well be correct. Several studies have 
gone so far as to accuse the Vatican of suppressing 
psychic research out of fear that science might provide 
a logical explanation for what they would prefer their 
following to think of as miracles. 

Like their spiritual experiments, the Nazis' 
medical experiments have been grossly underrated. SS 
Scientists, like the notorious doctor-killer, Fritz 
Fischer, had the free, unrestricted use of human guinea 


pigs, not just lab animals that only approximated human 
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response. Tremendous strides were made in the areas of 
genetic engineering and sterilization but the only 
accomplishment reported was their development of the 
technique of male sterilization commonly known as a 
sectomy operation. Himmler, who had made it illegal 
* non~Aryans to reproduce, wanted to make it 
possible, hence the concentration on techniques of 
Salization. Professor Carl Clauberg, director of 
erilization at Auschwitz devised an ingenious way to 
erilize the sub-humans en masse. Twenty-four 
ecially built counters were installed throughout 
rmany and Poland. As each of the several thousand 
ily registrants approached the counter they were 
knowingly subjected to an overdose of X-rays. Such 
periments encompassed only the half of Himmler's plan 
oncerned with eliminating the sub-humans but there was 
4 equal number of experiments dealing with the 
ocreation of the master race that are rarely reported 
d almost always misunderstood. 
There has been speculation that the Nazis 
tempted to create the perfect Aryan specimen, 
tificially in the laboratory using techniques similar 
concept to those described in Aldous Huxley's 1932 
ctional work, Brave New World, and more recently in 
@eeevin's Boys from Brazil. Huxley's work certainly 
d not escape Himmler's attention as he included his 
xe on the "Special Search List" of those Englishmen 
ated for kidnapping by the SS. Though they did 
Obably engage in such research, there is no 
dication that the SS succeeded in synthesizing life 
| the laboratory as they continued to stock Germany 
Austria with naturally-born Aryan children they 
-gquired through the Lebensborn (Fountain of Life) 


rogram. 






































SS officers, who could prove an ancestry 
untainted by sub-human blood back to the year 1750, 
were ordered to stud for the Lebensborn Program. They 
married only women with the “correct racial features;" 
fair-skinned, blue-eyed, blonde, wide hipped and full 
breasted. In SS wedding ceremonies they exchanged the 
following vows, "We stand, we starve, we do our bitter 
duty." Four sons were expected if the officer's career 
was to advance. When the program failed to produce the 
goal of one million male super-babies, polygamy was 
legalized for the SS. But, even with polygamy, each of 
the SS officer's wives could be expected to produce 
only one man-child every two years, in practice it was 
more like one every three or four years. Himmler 
realized that time was limited for both the Nazis and 
Lebensborn Program and that if he was to succeed in 
reaching his targetted goal of super-babies within the 
allotted time frame, he would require every Aryan woman 
in Germany to be pregnant by the SS. He formed The 
League of German Girls to catalog the racial 
backgrounds of unwed women and encourage them to have 
as many illegitimate Aryan children as possible. 
Himmler launched a major propaganda campaign called, 
"Mutter und Kind" (Mother and Child) in which posters 
and newsreels heralded the Aryan madonna as the heroine 
of Germany for having extended her love for the Fuhrer 
to his SS and bearing a son with the "correct racial 
features." The heart of the Lebensborn Program was the 
network of maternity wards that the SS established 
throughout Germany to care for the every need of the 
expectant mothers and their children. While the 
majority of Germans suffered from shortages of fresh 
meat and vegetables during the war years, the 


Lebensborn children received the best of everything. 
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The program had been given top priority; Himmler's 
super-babies were considered more important than the 
German Army. 

When the Lebensborn Program continued to fall 
short of Himmler's expectations, he ordered the SS to 
kidnap Aryan infants from the countries they occupied 
in Europe and transport them to Lebensborn wards in 
Germany. Kidnapping foreign-born Aryan children was 
only logical when one remembers that the Nazis were 
fighting people and not countries. In 1939, the Waffen 
SS followed the German Army into Poland to catalog the 
populace. Also in 1939, Himmler founded the Ahenerbe; 
an SS society dedicated to the study of "the sphere, 
spirit, deed and heritage of the Nordic Indo-Germanic 
race." Under the direction of Dr. Bruno Begor, the 
Ahenerbe gassed several hundred Polish Jews just to 
study the racial differences between Aryans and Jews. 
Otto Ohlendorf was in charge of the mobile killing 
units that gassed thousands while in transit to mass 
graves. Many Poles were sent to labor camps like 
Auschwitz where they worked as slaves for German 
companies like I.G. Farben -- at least for about three 
months until they succumbed to the meager diet of 
turnip soup. Though many Poles were executed in the 
concentration camps, over 200,000 Polish Aryan children 
were kidnapped and sent to Lebensborn wards where they 
were given German names and raised as pampered Nazis. 


Himmler gave the order, 


I consider it a good idea that 
small children of Polish families 
who are especially desirable from 
a racial point of view be 


collected and educated by us in 






























































special institutions. The child- 


ren should be removed under the 
pretext of their health being 
endangered. 
Hai. 
Reichsfuhrer SS 


The kidnapped children as well as the legitimate and 
illegitimate children of SS officers were taken from 
their natural parents and raised in Lebensborn 
institutions before being sent out into the world for 
adoption by German families. Obviously, the Lebensborn 
children must have been indoctrinated in the Nazi 
philosophy but there has been some speculation that 
Himmler had developed a means to hypnotize or brainwash 
them to program their future work in the "Thousand Year 
Reich." Though such a process has been described only 
in fiction like Huxley's novel, Himmler must have at 
least tried to maintain control because not doing so 
would have been as foolish as allowing the uncontrolled 
procreation of chickens to the point where they overran 
the farmhouse. Himmler must have had some technique 
that justified his taking financial responsibility for 
groups of children like the 200,000 Poles, while the 
German economy suffered under the burden of war. These 
were, after all, Himmler's children, prior to their 
conception, most were only a twinkle in his eye. He 
even devised a system to name every last one of them. 
Rather than being baptized, Lebensborn children 
were initiated into the master race in an SS name- 
giving ceremony. The SS and not the natural parents 


named the child. Himmler wanted them to have a common 





identity and there was no better way of doing so than 


to give them a common name but, aside from being 
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terribly confusing in the ranks, this would have 
destroyed any anonymity they might require to carry out 
their work. Himmler resolved his dilemma with an 
ingenious system that named each child differently, yet 
the same. 

There is some indication that the Nazis did not 
initiate the Lebensborn Program, only develop it from 
One started earlier by some unknown entity, but 
regardiess of when it began, the program graduated 
between one and two million super-babies under 
Himmler‘s control, which poses some interesting 
questions. Where are these people today? Are they 
Still a group? And, if so, has their influence been 
felt in the world? Perhaps this work will help to 
answer such questions. 

Plain-clothed SS agents, stationed in movie 
theaters throughout Germany, monitored audience 
reaction to Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels' 
newsreels and documentaries. He so advanced the art of 
political propaganda that the United States, even with 
all the talent of Hollywood, could not produce an 
effective counter-campaign. The propaganda unit of the 
U.S. army chose instead to concede to the Nazis' 
Superior movie-making ability and used Germany's own 
film footage to frighten the American people with the 
Strength and determination of their enemy. The 
Propaganda war, or the “reel war" as it has been 
Called, is a simple example of how the United States 
Was developing a pattern of following the Nazis' lead. 
Actually, the only effective anti-Nazi propaganda the 
U.S. authored was produced, not during, but after World 
War II when Hollywood almost universally portrayed the 
Nazis as stupid, bumbling idiots who were easily 


deceived and always defeated. If the intention was to 
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convince the American public that the Nazis posed no 
threat to the security of the United States in the 
post-war years, Hollywood could not have done a better 
job. 

Hitler's strategy to win World War II was 
surprisingly simple. He was fighting on two major 
fronts: the Russians to the east and the Americans and 
British to the west. So very early in the conflict 
Hitler initiated a plan to infiltrate and misinform his 
enemies in an effort to create friction, especially 
between the United States and Russia. The present day 
cold war was born out of this plan of Hitler's to 
divide and conquer. Officers of the SS, posing as the 
German underground, contacted the Americans through 
Allen Dulles who then headed the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS) in Switzerland. The rather elaborate 
masquerade was intended to convince Dulles that Russia 
and not Germany was. the true enemy of the United 
States. Likewise, Hitler's top aide, Rudolf Hess 
staged a spectacular defection to the west to persuade 
England and America to join forces with Nazi Germany 
against the Russians. With all the false rhetoric and 
rumor, it was no surprise that hostility prevailed at 
the meeting of the Russian and American armies when 
they converged outside Berlin. The mistrust and 
misunderstanding increased when Hitler's vast stockpile 
of gold could not be found. Tons of gold: the German 
treasury, the treasuries of the countries they had 
conquered, the confiscated gold of the Holocaust 
victims, even the jewelry of Helen of Troy was missing 
from the Berlin museum. The Russians accused General 
Patton of hoarding the fortune and refusing to share in 
the spoils of war. Patton accused the Russians of the 


same but was to die in a suspicious auto accident 





uring his subsequent quest to find the gold and 
discredit Russian claims. The gold has never been 


found, giving rise to the theory that it was hidden by 





















the SS and spent covertly to support the fraternity's 
k after the war. 


One of the key figures in the SS's master plan 
sontrol the United States was a member of the Great 
man General Staff, Reinhard Gehlen. General Gehlen, 
taunch anti-communist, was one of Hitler's 
aitects of the eastern front invasion and the 
emost Nazi intelligence expert on Russia. It has 
n said that his files on Russia were more extensive 
1 even those kept by the Russians themselves, 
tomizing Field Marshall Rommel's quotation, "The 
st rule of war is to know everything there is to 
w about your enemy." In April of 1945, four days 
fore Hitler reportedly committed suicide in his 
rlin bunker, General Gehlen and a small staff 
fected with the Russian files to the Bavarian Alps 
ore, at a place called Misery Meadows, they buried 


e catalogues in fifty metal boxes. Though Gehlen 


uld have easily escaped, he made no attempt to do so. 
waited in Misery Meadows for nine days and then 


iveled down the mountains to surrender. By this time 


> Americans had come to believe the Nazi propaganda 
jut Russia and were only too happy to welcome Gehlen, 
5s expertise, his files and his network of planted 


es in Eastern Europe. Four months later, in August, 


len was smuggled into Washington, D.C. disguised as 
‘our star U.S. Army General, 
German Army. 
Port Hunt, 


befitting his rank in 
He was well-received, being quartered 


where a butler and several white-coated 
rvants were provided for his comfort. 
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For the next few weeks, Gehlen met with 
President Truman and General William "Wild Bill" 
Donovan, the head of the OSS. Ever since President 
Roosevelt had sent him on a fact-finding tour of Europe 
just before the war, Donovan had advocated the 
establishment of a central intelligence group. Donovan 
was a New York attorney when Roosevelt first sought his 
services. World War II had elevated him to the rank of 
General in charge of our somewhat primitive 
intelligence gathering Office of Strategic Services. 

It took about a month for Donovan and Gehlen to 
convince the president to reorganize U.S. intelligence. 
On September 20, 1945, Truman disbanded the OSS and for 
four months the United States relied only on military 
intelligence to formulate foreign policy. On January 
22, 1946, Truman established the Central Intelligence 
Group, under an authority headed by Rear Admiral Sidney 
W. Souers. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as we 
know it today was born of this group on September 18, 
1947, under the direction of Rear Admiral Roscoe H. 
Hillenkoetter who had set up the wartime intelligence 
network in the Pacific for Admiral Chester Nimitz along 
with Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton. The CIA, designed 
to a large extent by Reinhard Gehlen, was staffed with 
former OSS, FBI, SS and SD agents. Yes, half were 
Americans, half were German Nazis. 

With the full support of the U.S. government, 
the man, who now called himself "Dr. Gehlen," returned 
to Germany to establish the West German Federal 
Intelligence Agency or "Gehlen's Organization" as the 
CIA called its European spy ring. Initially, the CIA 
gave Gehlen an annual budget of $600,000 but that was 
soon increased to $20 million. The CIA spent $3 


million just to remodel a former SS housing development 
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for Gehlen's headquarters. Over one thousand agents 
and their families lived totally within the walled 
compound that was once the headquarters of Martin 
Bormann and Rudolf Hess. Gehlen established sixty spy 
schools that graduated over 7,000 new agents to join 
the veteran Nazis in the field. It was Gehlen's idea 
to start Radio Free Europe; a propagandistic news 
station located only a few miles from his headquarters. 
Always pleased with Gehlen's work, the agency showed 
their appreciation by giving him a $1/4 million 
lakeside village in Starnburg, Bavaria to which he 
retired in 1967 after a series of scandals involving 
former SS officers in his employ (hence the employ of 
the CIA) forced his abdication amid a rash of 
"suicides" among his critics. This former Nazi 
General, who has been called the "co-founder of the 
CIA," exerted considerable influence in formulating 
U.S. foreign policy when one considers that three- 
fourths of all U.S. intelligence on Russia originates 
in Genlen's Organization." 

Many Americans, especially those who lived 
through World War II, may find it difficult to accept 
the fact that the U.S. government would be so foolish 
as to hire Nazis to organize and staff such a 
critically important federal agency as the CIA but that 
is exactly what happened. If Washington was taken in 
by the Nazis, it occurred not after, but during the war 
when they began to accept Germany's claims that the 
Russian communists were the real threat. Following the 
War, fear of the Russians was all that was needed to 
prompt Truman to accept Gehlen's well-placed spies who 
Provided a convenient solution to concerns that, 
whether legitimate or not, had been brought to 


Washington's attention by the Nazis. 







































































The SS was so far superior to the Americans in 
their espionage techniques that their inclusion in U.S. 
intelligence required a complete revamping of the 
system. So many former SS and SD agents were hired by 
the CIA that they formed the basic personality of the 
agency. They all swore allegiance to the United States 
just as they had all sworn allegiance to Adolf Hitler 
years earlier. If one is still skeptical as to the 
extent to which the Nazis infiltrated the CIA, the 
evidence is easy to confirm. Instead of trying to 
pierce the security of the CIA and look for agents who 
are former Nazis, simply review the stories of Nazi war 
criminals and suspects recently discovered living in 
America; most, if not all, have a history of working 
for the CIA. A good example is the 1983 arrest of 
Klaus Barbie, a notorious SS officer known as "The 
Butcher of Lyons" for his war crimes against the people 
of that French city. Following the war, Barbie was 
hired by the CIA and hidden from the French who had 
targetted him for prosecution. Barbie worked as a CIA 
informant in Bolivia where, according to reports, he 
organized a mercenary force to protect Bolivia's 
cocaine trade, cocaine that eventually ended up on the 
streets of the United States. French Nazi-hunters 
finally located him and he was extradicted to stand 
trial. Though it was nearly forty years too late, the 
United States apologized to France for having protected 
Barbie, being one of the few times that the U.S. 
officially acknowledged that their hiring of Nazis was 
wrong. 

Another Nazi who worked for the CIA and one 
whose history is more pertinent to this story is Otto 
Albrecht Alfred von Bolschwing. According to a 1981 


newspaper article, 
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The war over, von Bolschwing made 
a move crucial to his future 
success; He became an American 
spy. "He knocked on the door of 
the U.S. Army Intelligence," a 
source explained," and said, 'I'm 
experienced, I have a ring 
operating. If you give me a 
paycheck, I'll make you very 
happy." He was sort of a 
miniature Reinhard Gehlen."! 

























March of 1969, von Bolschwing was hired as a 
sultant by TCI, a high-tech investment firm in 
ramento that planned to capitalize on the latest 
litary technology developed in California's Silicon 
lley. TCI was engaged in classified work for the 
tment of Defense and according to the company's 
nder, “Ours was going to be a sensitive thing. We 
had to have security clearances."2 A TCI memo 
itten in 1969 reported that its new consultant, “has 
remely valuable connections and information in 

nany, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, 
illes and South America. Mr. von Bolschwing's 
nections in these countries are current."3 In his 
t year with TCI, von Bolschwing was appointed 
sident of the firm by its board of directors, one of 
n was the oil billionaire, John Paul Getty, Jr. 

n 1939 until 1942, the FBI had been investigating 
y's father because of his close personal 

itionship with Adolf Hitler and his illegal practice 
selling oil to the Nazis via Mexico. According to 


newspaper article that exposed von Bolschwing as a 























HN Records and interviews with TCI 


officials indicate that Helene 





von Damm, President Reagan's 
Austrian-born deputy assistant, 
translated contracts for TCI and 
invested $1,000 in it while she 
was then - Gov. Reagan's 


secretary in Sacramento. Von 





Damm was "too busy" to talk about 





von Bolschwing, but through her 
White House secretary said she 








knew him "socially" in Sacramento 





Mi "many years ago.'"4 








Soon after von Bolschwing assumed control of TCI, 
several of the company's major stockholders began 
Syndicating their stock and selling it to small 
wy investors in the Sacramento area. The trading was 


eventually found to be illegal and several stockholders 





Mi 
HI) (but not von Bolschwing) were prosecuted by the 


Sacramento District Attorney's Office who referred to 





| the case as "possibly the biggest stock fraud in 


California history." 


Wi Gehlen, Barbie and von Bolschwing are presented 





MI here as three prime examples of the thousands of Nazis 





| who infiltrated the CIA and whose post-war activities 





| continued to have detrimental effect on the American 








people. Von Bolschwing is of particular interest as 








Hi his business dealings in California blazed a trail that 


MK lead directly to Jonestown. 











Sunnyvale Corporation called International Imaging 


Systems (formerly Stanford Technology) purchased 





Mt) 

One of TCI's two Silicon Valley subsidiaries, a 
| 
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Intercontinental Technology, a Washington D.C. basad 
marketing firm to represent them in the sale of 
sophisticated electronic surveillance equipment to 
African and Middle Eastern governments. This was not a 
new endeavor for International Imaging Systems that, 
under its former name, had supplied the CIA~backed Shah 
of Iran. The founder and president of the 
Intercontinental Technology was none other than the 
notorious CIA arms dealer, Frank Terpil. The New York 
Times reported that Terpil and his partner, Edmond 


Wilson, 


used Intercontinental Techno- 
logy's Geneva office for payment 
of former Army Special Forces 
troops, or Green Berets, he had 
recruited to train terrorists in 
Libya, according to several 


participants in the operation.” 


The purchase of Terpil's company by von Bolschwing's 
Subsidiary is hard evidence of at least a connection 
between the two men that went beyond their mutual 
affiliation with the CIA. It also attests to the 
Widely-held belief that the agency operates front 
companies in the U.S. despite the fact that such 
activities were a direct violation of their charter. 
The connection is important, for Terpil later admitted 
to a BBC interviewer that, during this period of time, 
he supplied mercenaries and arms to the early stages of 
Jonestown, when the jungle camp was used as a CIA 
training center. Von Bolschwing provides the first 
glimpse into a Nazi/CIA/Jonestown connection: a living 


bridge between the Crystal Night and the White Night. 








II DEEP COVER 


This the story of Lisa Philip Layton, a German 
Nazi who, along with her family, gave the world the 
atomic bomb, ICBM missiles, killer satellites, the 
modern concept of chemical, germ and gas warfare as 
well as a macabre experiment in ethnic weaponry known 
as Jonestown. Lisa's family provided the basic outline 
for the experiment as well as the technology and most 
of the finances to complete it. One family member was 
in charge of the Peoples Temple trail blazers, the 
advance party that carved Jonestown from the dense 
Guyanese jungle. Others, both men and women, were 
Jones' top aides and lovers. One was an agent 
provocateur who feigned a defection from Jonestown in 
order to entice Congressman Leo Ryan to investigate the 
Community while her brother waited with the 
assassination team that would murder him. No one, not 
even Jim Jones himself, contributed more to the 
Jonestown experiment than did the family of Lisa Philip 
Layton. 

Hugo Philip was a wealthy German banker and 


Stockbroker who represented such noteworthy chemical 
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companies as Siemens and Halske, that eventually 
provided the cyanide used by the Nazis to exterminate 
millions, and I. G. Farben, whose research labs 
developed a deadly nerve gas that killed over 6,000 
prisoners just in tests and demonstrations of their new 
weapon. Though his work was in finances, Hugo's love 
was music and he had earned a reputation as the most 
accomplished amateur violinist in Hamburg. In June of 
1914, he married Anita Lea Heilbut, a wealthy 
stockbroker's daughter who had been educated in private 
institutions, including two years at an English 
boarding school. For four years following her 
graduation from Hamburg College, Anita worked as a 
volunteer for, what the family later described as, "an 
agency helping young girls to find positions." The 
couple's first child, Lisa, was born in Hamburg on July 
14, 1915, to provide Hugo with a deferment from World 
War I. A second child, Eva, was born soon after. 

World War I and the resulting Treaty of 
Versailles totally devastated the German economy. The 
currency was devalued to the point where the average 
family's net worth would not even buy a loaf of bread. 
The poor were so desperate that they stripped the 
wallpaper from their homes in order to eat the paste 
that had been made with a mixture of flour and water. 
As Germany starved, Lisa and her younger sister Eva 
were raised in lavish luxury. They attended 
Lichtwarckschule, an expensive private school that 
taught sociology to their students in perpetual field 
trips throughout Europe. When not in school, Lisa and 
Eva traveled with their mother to various health spas 
in Southern Germany where they resided for extended 


periods of time. The family also vacationed regularly 








in the Austrian Alps and in resorts on the Baltic 
Coast. 

In 1927, Hugo commissioned the noted 
irchitectural firm of Block and Hochfeld to design and 























ild the most ultra-modern house in Hamburg. The new 
e was a showplace that boasted then-unheard-of 
uries like a sunken bathtub, shower stalls and 
[t-in closets, cabinets and furniture. Hugo helped 


Its for his tobacco and the special cabinets to 
re his art collection. He possessed sufficient 
Ith to be the patron of several aspiring German 
ists. The family moved into their new residence 
with several live-in servants and an English 


rerness for the children. They were definitely the 


By 1931, Lisa and Eva had left Lichtwarck- 
hule. Eva went on to Austria to complete her 
ining as a pediatric nurse in Himmler's Lebensborn 
gram. Very little has been recorded of Lisa's 
ivities between 1931 and April 23, 1938, when the 
erican consulate in Hamburg issued her a visa to the 
ted States, but like her sister, Lisa was in the 
vice of Hitler's Germany. 

Hitler was preparing for World War II and it 
determined that the Philip family could best serve 
Third Reich under deep cover in the United States. 
first family member to feign expatriation to the 
was Hugo's cousin, the eminent physician, Dr. 
Franck. Dr. Franck was well known as the 

most authority on the yet undeveloped science of 
lear weapons. His early work in defining the laws 
əhysics governing the impact of electrons on the 


ı earned him a world-wide reputation and the Nobel 
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Prize for Physics in 1925. Dr. Franck had continued 
his research but without much success. If he was to 
develop the nuclear bomb, he required the resources and 
technology of the United States and this meant 
deceiving the U.S. government, but they needed a reason 
to justify his defection from Germany, so Franck 
provided one. In 1933, Heinrich Himmler outlawed the 
hiring of all non-Aryans in government-—funded 
organizations. Rather than discharge the non-Aryans on 
his staff at Gottingen, Dr. Franck resigned his 
position to publish one of the few objections to the 
new German law. Despite the fact that Franck was Aryan 
(he was not dismissed from his post, only ordered to 
dismiss the non-Aryans on his staff) and despite the 
fact that nothing in the book-burning mentality of Nazi 
Germany was published without the approval of the Nazi 
Party, a few weeks after his rebuttal, the U.S. 
government welcomed him with full citizenship and a top 
secret classification for his continued work on the 
atomic bomb. 

Expatriating the other members of the Philip 
family would be more difficult as they could offer only 
wealth to the United States and none of the scientific 
expertise of Dr. Franck. Their best chance of being 
accepted was a two level cover. A fake family history 
was developed to convince U.S. officials that the 
Philips were Jewish and would be persecuted if they 
remained in Germany. They claimed to be descendants of 
Jewish shepherds who immigrated from Northern Africa to 
Spain in the Middle Ages only to be forced to flee to 
Germany several centuries later by the Spanish 
Inquisition. Their claim to a Jewish heritage was 
quite flimsy as the family had never attended a 


synagogue or even celebrated Jewish holidays, which 
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even by Nazi standards, would be the criteria that 
determined who lived and who died. On the contrary, 
the Philips were famous for entertaining their Aryan 
iends during the Christian holidays of Christmas and 
fer. In order to deceive the U.S. officials, Hugo 
ined a Jewish organization, but in fact he only paid 
dues, never attended the meetings and allowed his 
nbership to expire as soon as the American Consulate 
ad his name on the list of Jewish members. The 






















lily's Jewish defense was very flimsy, as stated, and 
rhaps deliberately so, as the Americans saw through 
e sham to what they thought was the true reason for 
defection as planted evidence on a second lower 

l indicated that the entire family was homosexual. 
sexuals were second only to Jews in the numbers 
led in the Holocaust and Washington officials 

lieved that the Philips had developed a false Jewish 
tity in order to conceal the shameful truth. The 
e bureaucrats were apparently oblivious to the fact 
at homosexuality is not a matter of heredity nor did 
eir investigation probe any further than the secret 
thought they had discovered. The Philips were 
anted asylum. 

Lisa Philip sailed for New York aboard the S.S8. 
Mhattan on May 6, 1938. In her possession was a 
Sport stamped "Juden," a change of clothes and what 
e family later described as "many documents from her 
ith in Germany." She was met in New York by her 
nmsor, later identified as Bernhardt Berlin, and a 

p of German friends who had preceded her, including 
old boyfriend, Franz Werner. Lisa went to 
ladelphia to live in the home Berlin operated as a 

e house where she would be introduced to life in 


rica. Little is known of the Berlin family except 
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that they were extremely bigoted as evidenced by a 
letter Lisa wrote to her parents shortly after her 
arrival in the U.S. in which she said, "By the way, 
they (the Berlins) have named me Li or Lis because Lisa 
they say is like a Negro named Liza. You have to 
address your letters to Li, Lis, or Liesel."® Lisa 
remained in Philadelphia until late 1939 when she 
accepted a position as governess in the home of 
Reverend Galen Russell, a minister in the 
Congregational Church in Chappaqua, New York. Her 
family would later recount the time that Lisa spent 
with the Russells, 


She and the minister's wife, 
Buddy Russell, shared an interest 
in gymnastics and massage. 
Continuing the same bent that she 
had developed in Germany, Lisa 
exercised in the privacy of the 
Russell's garden joined by Mrs. 
Russell.” 


Once safely in the United States, there was no 
further need for Lisa to continue her masquerade as a 
Jew. In the land of total religious freedom, she 
worshiped in the Russell's Congregational Church and 
later joined the Quakers. Judaism would not be an 
issue in Lisa's life for the next thirty years until 
the Reverend Jim Jones announced, much to the shock of 
her nusband, children and close friends, that Lisa was 
Jewish. Apparently, she had never given them a reason 
for her immigration from Nazi Germany. But now, thirty 
years later, her work in the Peoples Temple would bring 


public attention, and her association with the Nazi 
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Party might be uncovered so it was necessary to revive 

her old Jewish cover. Jim Jones claimed to know all 

about Lisa's life in Germany and her feigned 

expatriation to the United States. He teased her about 
Imitting that she was a "Jewish Nigger," as he phrased 

For years, it would be their little private joke. 

Lisa's sister, Eva, soon followed her to the 

-, where she reportedly lived with sponsors in 

uston, Texas. Nothing has been recorded of Eva's 

ibsequent life nor is there any indication that Lisa 

en corresponded with her sister. Eva Philip 

Sappeared from this story or, more precisely, set out 

. live one of her own. 

Despite the relative ease in which Lisa and Eva 

re able to secure passports, sponsors, and visas, 

o and Anita Philip remained in Germany because, 

zoring to family reports, they were denied an entry 

to the United States. Actually, with their 

hildren safe in the U.S., Hugo and Anita had the 

dom of mobility to complete their assignment in 

Before they were allowed to leave Europe for 

America, the Philips were obliged to help other Nazis 

pe. They sold their futuristic home in Hamburg and 

ved into a large house in Merano, Italy, just over 

e Austrian border where, according to a family 

rt, "they intended to take in boarders." The 

ilip boarding house in the Italian Alps was a way 

ation in a series of safe houses known as the "Rat 

n," which ran from Germany, through Austria and 

ily, and on to America. A day's journey north of 

1 was the adjacent link in the Rat Run chain; a 

holic hospital in Lienz, Austria. Hugo would 

dezvous with a group of Nazis who had spent the 


sht in the hospital and guide them through the 
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unpatrolled mountain trails surrounding the Brenner 
Pass and into Italy where they would hide in his 
boarding house. Hugo was well suited for this work as, 
among his other talents, he was an accomplished 
mountain climber. He would return to climb those 
mountains in Northern Italy every year until 1967 when, 
at age 85, his health prohibited it. South of Merano 
were the ports of Genoa and Rome where the Vatican 
helped the Nazis to secure false documents for their 
steamship voyage to America. 

The Catholic Church helped Nazi war criminals 
and spies to escape to America. As incredible as that 
statement might first appear, it is true. Even today, 
some forty years later, the Vatican is still trying to 
justify their actions. Recently, a former U.S. Justice 
Department prosecutor, John Loftus, announced that his 
investigation had disclosed that "the Vatican was 
unwillingly duped by U.S. intelligence agencies" who 
hid the Nazis' true identities from the Church because 
they needed their knowledge and contacts in Eastern 
Europe. Though this theory is based in fact, the truth 
is much more basic and simple. It has been said that 
the Catholic Church would help any Catholic in trouble. 
In the fundamental conflict between the predominantly 


Catholic Germans and the European Jews, it is obvious 





which side the Vatican would favor. 

Any doubts as to whether Hugo and Anita were 
working for the Nazis are certainly dispelled when one 
considers what happened next. At a time when Germany's 
borders were closed, Hugo and Anita returned to Hamburg 
to retrieve their furniture and other possessions. Not 
only were they permitted to enter and depart Germany 
but they were allowed to remove a considerable amount 


of wealth from Hitler's control. The Nazis made no 
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attempt to impede the Philips from taking a small 
fortune in art, antiques and first editions; even the 
family's Steinway piano was shipped to Italy. The 
Philips remained in Northern Italy for well over a year 
while they worked on the Rat Run and liquidated their 
assets in preparation for their own exodus. 

In September of 1938, the Italian government 
Ordered all aliens to leave the country within six 
months. With their powerful connections, the Philips 
were allowed to remain in Italy for over a year after 
the decree when, in September of 1939, they appeared at 
a check point on the Italian-Austrian border to begin 
their feigned defection to the United States. 

According to their cover story, the Philips 
were denied not only entry into Austria but also 
reentry into Italy. Since they carried German 
passports, they were ordered onto an Austrian train 
bound for Germany and presumably the death camps. 
Thirty miles into the trip, a conductor discovered the 
Philips supposedly unconscious next to an empty bottle 
Of poison. It was good theater. The train stopped at 
Cienz and the Philips were taken to the Catholic 
hospital there. They were traveling back up the Rat 
Run. They remained at the hospital for several weeks 
and, according to their cover, were befriended by a 
Supervising physician who made excuses to the SS 
Officers who inquired daily about the Philips' ability 
to continue their journey to the death camps. 
Actually, it was a pleasant reunion of old colleagues. 
Hugo and the doctor reportedly shared an interest in 
MUSic and played duets together. Hugo had retained a 
Priceless violin, hand crafted by Stradivari's student, 
GUadagnini. The only business of their days in Lienz 
Was the daily briefings and debriefings by the SS. 
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The Philips continued on their way back up the 
Rat Run to Vienna where, according to family reports, 
they were helped by "Aryan friends," Leo and Asta Duke 
and Walter and Helen Kalcher. The Dukes were another 
link in the Rat Run and had delivered a group of Nazis 
to the Philip's boarding house in Italy only a few 
months earlier. The Kalchers, described as friends of 
Anita's sister, were experts in protecting the property 
transfers of the Germans they helped to secure false 
passports and even housed in their home. Part of their 
cover story was that the Philips had lost the family 
fortune and relied on charity from the Dukes, the 
Kalchers, the Vienna Gildemeister Committee and the 
American Society of Friends' refugee committee, but in 
truth the family's wealth was intact, much of it having 
been buried in the Italian Alps. 

During their four month stay in Vienna, Nazi 
officials continued. to visit the Philips on a regular 
basis, reportedly to inquire as to why it was taking 
them so long to get American Visas. Despite the fact 
that immigration quotas had long been filled by vast 
numbers of Austrians fleeing the Holocaust, the Philips 
were issued the necessary exit and entry visas for 
their voyage to America. It helped that their 
daughters were already in the U.S. and their cousin was 
a top secret government scientist but, in all 
probability, the Philips paid for their papers by 
bribing the Austrian officials and enticing the 
Americans either with their gross wealth or perhaps 
with the secret formula for nerve gas that Hugo had 
carried with him ever since he had pirated it from I.G. 
Farben. In any event, they telegrammed Lisa, "Leave 
Genova by Contesavoia 20 March (1940). Inform 
everybody. Hurray. Hugo and Anita Philip."® The 
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Philips split up on the docks. Hugo is said to have 
gone to Cambridge, Massachusetts to explore a possible 
position, while Anita followed Lisa back to 
Philadelphia to work at the Kingsley Settlement House 
that, in all probability, was an "end-of-the-line" safe 
house in the Rat Run. 

By mid 1940, the family's efforts were 
concentrated on the campus of Pennsylvania State 
College. Continuing her interest in massage, Lisa had 
accepted a position as physical therapist in the 
University's hospital. Her uncle, Dr. James Franck, 
Was a physics professor there and her former German 
boyfriend, Franz Werner, was one of his students. 
Together, Dr. Franck and Werner recognized the 
potential of a promising young scientist, Laurence 
Layton, and Werner befriended the young man. Layton 
was the president of the Graduate Club of Pennsylvania 
State College and, in the pursuit of his doctoral 
degree, Professor Franck required that he be proficient 
in German. Franz Werner, who was still dating Lisa 
Philip at the time, suggested that she would be an 
excellent German tutor. Lisa agreed and, to everyone's 
Surprise, Franz Werner encouraged Laurence to date Lisa 
and thus began the romance. 

Laurence Laird Layton was born on March 8, 1914 
in the coal mining town of Boomer, West Virginia, the 
first child of John Wister Layton and Eva Huddleston 
Nutter Layton. Laurence's father, John, was a self- 
Vaught electrical engineer who reportedly patterned his 
life after Thomas Edison. John was employed by the 
largest coal mining company in West Virginia and had 
S€veral patented inventions to his credit; most notably 
the electric circuit breaker that seventy years later 


is still the industry standard. Between his salary 
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from the coal company and the products he developed in 
his home laboratory, John was able to provide his 
family with a standard of living higher than most in 
West Virginia. The Laytons were the first family in 
Boomer to have electrical appliances like ceiling fans 
and automatic clothes washers. This was a far cry from 
the luxuries of Lisa's early life in Germany, but 
Laurence and the other Layton children grew up amid all 
the wealth that part of the world had to offer. 
Laurence's mother, Eva, was descended from the 
Huddleston family, who had the dubious distinction of 
being the aristocracy of West Virginia. Her family had 
owned Southern plantations with thousands of cultivated 
acres and hundreds of Black slaves to provide for them. 
The Civil War changed all that and the family lost 
everything but their pride. Eva Layton was overly 
preoccupied with family heritage, ancestry and, what 
she called, “blood lines." Even the family's own 
description of Eva leaves the impression that she was 
self-righteous, sanctimonious and extremely prejudiced. 
So concerned was she about blood lines that she married 
into her own family; her husband John was a cousin. 
Laurence grew up with his mother's bigoted attitudes 
and his father's interest in science; a deadly 
combination that would dictate the balance of his life. 
When Laurence was about eight years old, his 
father was killed in a mining accident and Eva moved 
the children into her father's house. Sheldon Thomas 
Nutter would have a lasting influence on young 
Laurence. Nutter had married the niece of John Boomer 
Huddleston, the town's namesake, whose family had owned 
the surrounding land since 1765. During the Civil War, 
the family estate house was used as a headquarters by 


Generali Robert E. Lee and his Army of Northern 
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Virginia. When the Mark A. Hanna Coal Company began 
operations in Boomer in 1902, Sheldon "Tom" Nutter was 
the logical choice to head the organization. He 
proceeded to build a company town with eight hundred 
company Owned houses, a company store, a company 
school, a company municipal government and even a 
company church that he headed as a part-time Methodist 
Minister. Young Laurence, who had been born a Quaker, 
Was raised a Methodist by his strong-willed 


grandfather. 
About six years later, Eva remarried and moved 


to Scranton, Pennsylvania with her new husband, Charles 
Chandler, and three of her children. Laurence was left 
to care for his ailing grandfather. 

In 1932, Laurence enrolled at New River State 
College where he majored in mathematics, chemistry and 
physics. He was so brilliant that he completed a year 
long course in differential calculus in only two weeks. 
For some unexplained reason, Laurence left college in 
his sophomore year to live with his mother and step- 
father in Scranton where he remained for a year anda 
half. His only activity in Scranton was his work in the 
local Young People's Socialist League, a group of 
Jewish immigrants, who elected Laurence, a gentile, as 
President of their organization. It is conceivable 
that Laurence had been sent to spy on the socialist's 
activities by the federal government that eventually 





Would employ him for life. Laurence returned to New 
River State College as a sophomore with a paid teaching 
POSition and a grant. It was then he met the first 
woman in his life, a young poet, Constance Jeffries, 
Düt the two soon went their separate ways. Laurence 
graduated with honors in mathematics and pursue a 


Masters degree at West Virginia University where he 





il 38 


I invented a molecular still. Two weeks after Laurence's 
photo appeared in the newspapers along with an article 
about the brilliant young scientist, Constance Jeffries 


committed suicide. Laurence later recalled, 


I} I had the guilty feeling that she 
i had read this article and then 

| committed suicide. We had sepa- 
rated. We both had gone away to 





Hi school, and she had become a 

IN| nurse, while I was still a 

Ii graduate student. When I got 

Hi this newspaper clipping that she 
| was dead I went into mourning. I 
always had the feeling that 
whenever I was involved with 


women there were personal disas- 





HH ters.9 


IK Laurence was one of only three in his class of forty to 
Hh pass the examination for a masters degree in chemistry. 
Several universities offered him a full scholarship but 
he chose to continue his studies at Pennsylvania State 
Hi as the school had a reputation as the leader in the 
Mh field of chemistry. But it was Laurence's reputation 
Mn as a brilliant scientist and inventor that preceded his 
arrival at Penn State and targetted him by Dr. Franck 
and Lisa Philip. 

Laurence was never really interested in Lisa. 
According to family reports he was never really 


interested in any women, but that did not deter Lisa, 





who set out to marry him. Lisa's beauty has been 











compared to that of the Austrian actress, Heddy Lamarr. 


She was intelligent and popular and she could have 
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dated any man on campus but she chose to pursue one who 
was not the least bit interested in her. She courted 
him for a few months. She said they should get 
married. Franz Werner and Dr. Franck said they should 














et married, but still Laurence was not interested. 
veral things about Lisa bothered him. She was too 


gressive, domineering and arrogant. He would later 


We would take walks, and I 
noticed that she would step on 
the ants. ‘My God, what do you 
do that for?' I asked. She said, 
‘It's strange but in Germany I 
learned to hate weak things. I 
can't help myself.‘ Things like 
this shocked me.19 


When all else had failed, Lisa resorted to her 
ecret weapon or rather Laurence's secret weakness. 

he threatened to commit suicide if Laurence would not 
rry her, Knowing full well that this would stir his 
Alt feelings about the death of Constance Jeffries. 
urence was not about to have yet another woman's 
ath on his conscience so he succumbed to Lisa's 
timatum. The two had been attending Quaker meetings 
gether but the Quakers required a six month 

Zagement before sanctioning a marriage. Lisa refused 
| wait that long so they were married by the campus 
thodist minister on October 18, 1941. They had known 
h other only six months. 


Seven weeks after their wedding, the Japanese 
mbed Pearl Harbor, the United States was thrust into 


rld War II and Laurence was likely to be drafted. 








Mh 
mA 
NM 
(NN 









































| Hl 
WI 
mii 
NNN 
my 
| MI 

Nt 












































40 


Lisa arranged a deferment for her husband when her 
uncle, Dr. Franck, offered Laurence a top secret 
appointment on the Manhattan Project. Dr. Franck had 
Since accepted a professorship in physics at the 
University of Chicago where he was secretly developing 
the atomic bomb. Laurence joined the project, was 
issued a student deferment to complete his studies at 
Penn State, and was assigned his first full-time job 
working for Eastman Kodak Company in Rochester, New 
York. He remained at Kodak for about a year during 
which time he perfected his molecular still technology 
that utilized thermal diffusion to purify uranium 
isotopes for Kodak's Manhattan Project laboratory in 
Kingsport, Tennessee. On December 2, 1942, the nuclear 
age was born when Dr. Franck and his colleagues, using 
Dr. Layton's purified uranium, set off the first self- 
sustaining nuclear reaction under the grandstands of 
the University of Chicago's football stadium. The world 
would never be the same. Without the combined efforts 
of Lisa's uncle and husband, the Manhattan Project 
might have failed or at least its success would have 
been severely delayed. 

It was Adolf Hitler who first conceived the 
atomic bomb and it was his German scientists, like Dr. 
Franck, who made his dream a reality. It was no 
coincidence that those scientists announced they were 
ready to explode the first atomic bomb only days after 
Germany surrendered in May of 1945; they were ensuring 
that the ultimate weapon would not be used against 
their fatherland. The first atomic explosion occurred 
in June. In August, the Japanese sub~humans were the 
first atomic victims. Such was the control that the 
Nazis exerted in the U.S. After the war, Dr. Franck 


led a contingent of nuclear scientists to petition the 
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government to consider the atomic bomb, not as just a 
larger explosive, but as a political tool; a threat to 
maintain world control. On the surface the Franck 

Report, published in 1946, appears to be a plea not to 


















plode another bomb from the scientists who felt 

ilty for having invented it, but actually it was the 
ginning of the Cold War. German scientists not only 
de the first atomic bomb for the U.S., they also made 
ie atomic policy. 

The Layton's first child was born in Rochester 
i November 13, 1942. Thomas Nutter Layton was named 
yr Laurence's recently deceased grandfather and had 
conceived on the eightieth anniversary of the 
Tiarch's birth. Dr. Layton satisfied the require- 
ts of his national security deferment, completed his 
k with Kodak and moved the family to the Washington, 
D.C. suburb of College Park, where he sat out the 
emainder of the war as a chemistry professor at the 
liversity of Maryland. 

The couple's second child, Annalisa Laird 
ayton, was born in Maryland on September 9, 1944. 
scording to family reports, Annalisa was named for 
isa's old German Aryan friend, Annalisa Schmidt, who 
id been killed in a British bombing raid while walking 
1 the woods outside Hamburg. Ever since she had left 
rmany, Lisa corresponded regularly with Annalisa. 
ter, the family went so far as to publish some of 

eir letters, but no one seems to be conscious of how 
Tribly suspicious their correspondence was. Annalisa 
S a good German, who enjoyed all the freedoms 

forded a Nazi, including freedom to correspond but 
sre was no postal service between the two warring 
untries; absolutely no communications were permitted 


it follows that Lisa and Annalisa corresponded 
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covertly. Overall, it was a breach of U.S. national 
security for the wife and niece of two of the most 
important top secret nuclear scientists to correspond 
with the enemy. 

The Layton's third child was born on January 
11, 1946 in Maryland. Laurence John or Laurency or 
Larry, as the family nicknamed him, was named for his 
father. Larry was an unwanted child. He was ignored, 
estranged, and maladjusted, which accounted for the 
psychosomatic illnesses that plagued him as a youth. 
It is really no surprise that Larry would be the first 
Layton sacrificed to Jim Jones but it is rather ironic 
that he also be the last for, as of this writing 
(1986), he stands alone as the only person ever to be 
tried in U.S. courts for the conspiracy to murder 
Congressman Leo Ryan. 

In 1946, following the end of World War II, the 
Laytons moved to Baltimore where Laurence had accepted 
a position at Johns Hopkins University as a researcher 
and professor of biochemistry. He had been hired by 
the department head, Reginald Archibald of the 
Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research, to develop a 
procedure for diagnosing cartilaginous cancer. Dr. 
Layton's findings were considered to be major medical 
discoveries and his subsequent report, published in the 
medical journals in 1951, brought him a professional 
prestige he had not known since his invention of the 
molecular still. He was invited to lecture at 
universities in England, Switzerland, and Germany. 
Lisa stayed home with the children while Dr. Layton 
toured Europe. While in Germany, he received a letter 
from the U.S. Army offering him a position as Chief of 
Chemical Warfare at double the salary he was then 


earning. Dr. Layton accepted the Army's offer. 
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In the fall of 1951, Dr. Layton arrived at the 
U.S. Army's Chemical Warfare Division at the Dugway 
Proving Grounds in Utah. His first four months at 
Dugway were a transition period in which he headed the 
Biochemistry Department after which he was appointed 
chief of the entire Chemical Warfare Division. His 
duties included directing the research and development 
of chemical weapons and deployment systems conducted by 
the five departments in his charge. 

The Dugway Proving Grounds are as desolate a 
place as any on earth. For miles in all directions 
there is nothing but the hard packed salt of a 
prehistoric lake bed. Under the direction of Dr. 
Layton, scientists in the analytical, biological, 
organic, and physical chemistry departments developed 
chemical and germ weapons that were then tested on the 
Lake Bonneville salt flats. The chemical agents were 
dropped from airplanes or observation towers onto a 
grid patterned target area containing chemical 
monitoring devices and tethered farm animals. 

Following the tests, autopsies were performed on the 
animals and their bodies were buried in mass graves. 
Dr. Layton personally developed new techniques to 
evaluate the extent to which an animal had been killed. 
"Dead" was not sufficient for the doctor. He needed to 
Know "how dead." 

Many of the experiments performed at Dugway 
Under Dr. Layton's direction had to do with nerve gas; 
the same deadly weapon that his father-in-law's company 
Nad developed in Nazi Germany. Of his work at Dugway, 


Dr. Layton would later write, 


You can blow people to bits with 


bombs, you can shoot them with 


i 
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shells, you can atomize them with 
atomic bombs, that's considered 
moral, but the same people think 
there's something terrible about 
poisoning the air and letting 
people breathe it. Anything hav- 
ing to do with gas warfare, 
chemical warfare, has this taint 
of horror on it, even if you only 
make people vomit. It's all 
right to kill somebody in war, 
but it's not all right to make 
him vomit, or make him silly. 
Actually, it's one of the most 
humane types of warfare, if you 
want to compare it to other 
types. I'm not apologizing for 
chemical warfare. I'm just say- 
ing that the prejudice against 
chemical weapons in favor of 
conventional and atomic weapons 


is absurd."11l 


Dr. Layton's defense of chemical warfare was itself 
"absurd," as the intention is not to make people 
“vomit or “silly” but to kill them. 

On May 10, 1952, two months after Dr. Layton 
accepted the position of Chief of Chemical Warfare, his 





mother-in-law, Anita Philip, died from injuries 
suffered in a fall from a window of a New York City 
apartment house. The police determined that Anita's 
death was a suicide when they discovered the following 


note written in German: 
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My friends, know that I, free and 
proper, am a good American. But 
I was a gossip and have been 
entangled in a network of 
intrigue. I no longer have the 
strength to free myself from it. 
Forget me not my beloved children 
and family. And you, Hugo, 
forgive me. Live well. All of 
you loved mankind so well.12 


According to the family, Anita's suicide note is 
roughly translated from German, but the essence of the 
message remains. Reportedly, she killed herself 
because someone suspected her of not being a "good 
American” which, in the context of her life, meant a 
Nazi. She admitted to being "entangled in a network of 
intrigue" which concisely depicts her involvement in 
the organization of expatriated Nazi spies. According 
to the Layton family, Anita's suicide was a result of 
an increasing paranoia she suffered since her Quaker 
friends in New York informed her that she was being 
investigated by U.S. intelligence agents. She 
reportedly did not know that the reason for the 
investigation was Dr. Layton's top secret appointment 
as Chief of Chemical Warfare. She rationalized the 
Probe as a personal attack, reminiscent of the alleged 
persecution she suffered in Europe and, in her 
resulting despondency, she killed herself rather than 
Suffer the ordeal a second time. Through this 
Tationale is plausible, it does not take into account 
two very important facts. Certainly, Dr. Layton would 
Mave forewarned his family of the standard security 


Check required in such a case. Also, this was not the 
















































































































































































46 


first time that Anita had been investigated by the 
federal government. The first time was when she 
applied to enter the country, the second when her 
cousin and son-in-law were appointed to the Manhattan 
project. So, not only should Anita have been acquainted 
with such standard procedures, but the federal 
government should have been well acquainted with Anita. 
Throughout this story there are several deaths 
termed suicide that were, in fact, murder and Anita's 
demise may well be another example. It is possible 
that in their investigation, the federal government 
discovered that Anita was a Nazi spy and killed her 
because of it; staging a fake suicide. It is also 
possible that the Nazis killed her as she had served 
her purpose. Because of her obvious involvement with 


the Nazis, she was a threat to the cover of her 





daughter, whose assignment with the Chief of Chemical 
Warfare became far more important than any service 
Anita might have provided them. There is a third 
possibility that also permeates this story. Someone 
could have been killed and falsely identified as Anita 
giving her the freedom to continue her work under deep 
cover. There remains an ironic postscript to the 
reports of Anita's death. Though she had been educated 
in an English boarding school and was well versed in 
the English language, Anita wrote her last words -- a 
defense that she was a "good American" -- in German. 
Following Anita's death, her husband, Hugo, 
returned to Germany where he, resided for the rest of 
his life in luxury. He could even afford to send Lisa 
considerable amounts of money that, according to the 
family, she deposited in secret bank accounts and 
eventually contributed to Jim Jones and the Jonestown 


experiment. 
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Within a week of Anita's death, Laurence and 
Lisa Layton conceived their fourth and last child. 
Deborah June Huddleston Layton was born in February of 
1953. Such accurate records of conception were easily 
maintained by the Laytons as they did not sleep 
together and viewed sex only as a means to produce 
children. Not only did they believe in reincarnation, 
but they attempted to engineer it in the creation of 
children in the likeness of deceased relatives and 
friends. With the exception of Larry, each of the 
Layton children were identified with a past life. 

Dr. Layton's contributions to chemical warfare 
remain top secret but, according to one published 
government report, he "was responsible for the 
publication of ten classified reports on research 
aspects of chemical warfare agents, and more than 100 
reports on chemical weapons systems."13 This ten to 
one ratio is important to understand as it accurately 
reflects the essence of his work at Dugway. The 
chemical toxins that had been developed by the Army 
were state-of-the-art, requiring little need for 
improvement, but the chemical deployment systems were 
SO ineffective as to jeopardize the entire concept of 
chemical warfare. Basically, no matter how lethal the 
agent was, the wind just blew it away. Dr. Layton and 
his staff joked that their work was actually 
meteorological warfare, but this was no joking matter 


to the Army. Within a month of Dr. Layton's arrival at 


Dugway, the Army exploded a chemical bomb in the 








‘Presidio and tracked the presumably harmless gas as the 


Océan breeze carried it through downtown San Francisco. 
The gas failed to penetrate the buildings and the wind 
Simply blew it away. The Army then exploded a similar 
bomb in the New York City subway hoping to avoid the 
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wind effect. Again, the test failed. The gas did not 
evenly disperse in the tunnels and besides, an actual 
chemical war would not provide such large 
concentrations of people underground. 

The unpredictable effect of weather on chemical 
weapon deployment was an overwhelming problem that 
would take Dr. Layton two years to solve with a very 
Simple answer; chemical weapons were good but air-borne 
deployment was bad. He recommended that the Army 
concentrate on developing new systems to introduce 
chemical agents into a society. There were many 
alternatives. One could poison the water supply, the 
food source or even the glue on the back of a country's 
postage stamps. He had solved the Army's long-standing 
problems with the deployment of chemical weapons and 
his work at Dugway was complete. 

According to the family, Dr. Layton was then 
approached by "a friend from Washington, D.C." who 
arranged for his appointment as associate director of 
research and development at the Naval Powder Factory 
(later renamed the Propellant Facility) in Indian Head, 
Maryland. It was the Navy's turn to utilize his 
genius. After two years in the desolation of Dugway, 
the family was happy to return to Maryland where, for 
the next four years, Dr. Layton worked at arming the 
Navy's Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles and Vanguard 
Satellites. As in Dugway, his work was classified top 
secret. 

In July of 1957, the Laytons moved to Berkeley, 
California where, after two years with the Army and 
four years with the Navy, Dr. Layton accepted a 
position as research scientist with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's Western Regional Research Laboratory. 
Even at the Department of Agriculture, Dr. Layton's 
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work was military in nature as his first assignment was 
to ascertain whether chickens and other farm animals 
could be safely eaten after being exposed to nuclear 
radiation; a study in post-nuclear war survival. 


According to an article in the New York Times, 


In 1961, he (Dr. Layton) 
published a paper that outlined, 
for the first time, an effective 
way to use laboratory monkeys to 
test human food allergies; 
previously such research could be 


done only on humans.14 


Dr. Layton's process of substituting laboratory monkeys 
for human test subjects would be his last published 
contribution to science as, ironically,his next project 
would be a top secret, unpublished experiment that 
utilized human test subjects in place of lab animals -- 
an experiment in ethnic weaponry Known as Jonestown. 
Dr. Layton's warfare work had been very 

profitable, permitting him to purchase a luxurious home 
in the Berkeley hills that the family called "the 
Mansion." He enjoyed referring to himself as the only 
nOn~millionaire on millionaire's row. The neighbor- 
hood, the elite of Berkeley, included a number of Nobel 
laureates, intellectuals, university professors, and 
even the retired Navy Admiral, Chester Nimitz. Admiral 
Nimitz was well aware of Dr. Layton's contributions to 
“the Navy and befriended his new neighbor and especially 
his young daughter, Deborah, who looked to the Admiral 
as a surrogate grandfather. The two were often seen 
Walking hand-in-hand on the Admiral's afternoon 


-Onstitutional. Berkeley was good to the Laytons who 
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lived comfortably nested between money and social 
prestige. 

Reminiscent of Dr. Frankenstein, Dr. Layton 
lived in constant fear of the nuclear monster he had 
helped to create. Reacting to an article in the 
January 1962 issue of Esquire Magazine, entitled "Nine 
Places to Hide," he proposed to move his family to 
Christchurch, New Zealand, one of the locations cited 
in the study as being safe from the effects of a 
nuclear war. On October 24, 1962, at the height of the 
Cuban missile crisis, he wrote to Tom and Annalisa who 
were then attending school in Davis, California, 


With the world situation in such 
a critical (explosive) phase, I 
am most uneasy about my children. 
I think you and Tom are probably 
safer from direct blast effects 
than are Laurence and Debbie, 
however the fallout effects 
should certainly affect Davis and 
points East and up the main 
valleys of the rivers. I prefer 
that you both stay out of the 
cities until the crisis has 
passed. Do not come to Berkeley 
until we all agree that you 
should. I suppose the only 
relatively safe area of Cali- 


fornia is north and west.19 


According to the article in Esquire, the safe area 
north and west in California was the city of Eureka; 


one of the "Nine Places to Hide." The safe zone 
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extended from Eureka southeast to Ukiah. Even in the 
early 1960's, the lives of Dr. Layton and the Reverend 
Jim Jones were congruous as Jones’ reactions to that 
same magazine article prompted him to move his family 
to Belo Horizonte, Brazil, one of the other nine safe 
jaces. Upon his return to the U.S., Jones moved his 
ongregation to Ukiah to begin the odyssey. 




















The 1960's saw the Layton children grow up and, 
jne at a time, leave their Berkeley home. Tom and 
Annalisa enrolled at the University of California at 
Davis where, following in the family tradition, they 
uld become prominent scientists in their chosen 
fields of study. Larry also attended Davis but his 


the other Layton scientists. By 1966, all but Deborah 


Though she had little work experience, Lisa 
9ffered one qualification that set her apart from other 
hiddle-aged housewives seeking employment. She had 
assed at least three separate investigations and was 
cleared by the federal government for top secret work. 
she was assigned to the library of the University of 
malifornia at Berkeley where she was placed in charge 
f the radical leftists and Third World newspapers and 
Priodicals. In the 1960's, the U.C. Berkeley campus 
the center of revolutionary activity in the United 
ates and the university's library possessed the most 
mMprehensive collection of leftist literature in the 
untry. Lisa's job was to discern the published 
formation and pass anything she considered important 
to the Central Intelligence Agency. Not only did 

> provide the CIA with current publications that were 
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primarily a protest against the CIA and the military- 
industrial complex but she also provided lists of those 
Berkeley radicals who requested such publications. 

Sometime between 1963 and 1965, the CIA 
presented Dr. Layton with a very serious problem that 
threatened the internal security of the United States. 
In every major city in the country, Black citizens were 
demonstrating and rioting for their civil rights and 
there was also a strong possibility of a modern day 
Indian uprising. The racial unrest in the Black and 
Native American communities was by no means under 
control and the CIA was compelled to explore any and 
all possible solutions. The agency hoped that their 
most distinguished chemical scientist might provide a 
pharmaceutical solution to the violence. 

The CIA had developed several ethnic behavior 
modification drugs in their MK ULTRA project but none 
had been adequately, tested outside the laboratory. Dr. 
Layton was assigned the task of designing a large scale 
field test to evaluate the two most promising drugs to 
alter the behavior of Blacks and Native Americans. 

Of course, Dr. Layton could not be directly 
involved in the experiment because his career, 
especially as the Army's Chief of Chemical Warfare, 
would certainly expose the government's sponsorship of 
the field test. Very few people in the CIA were privy 
to the experiment, as it had been classified at the 
highest security level. Dr. Layton had to know and, as 
the agency usually deals, not with individuals, but 
with entire families (for security reasons), it was 
decided that instead of bringing others into the 
experiment it would be best to have Dr. Layton's wife 
and children administer the project with the help of a 


figurehead scapegoat named Jim Jones. 
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Dr. Layton had never heard of Jim Jones until 
the agency introduced him as one of their MK ULTRA 

experts in the behavior modification of Blacks. Jones 
had just returned from a successful assignment in South 


America where he had incited Blacks to riot in British 



























jiana. The racial violence that ensued eventually 
oppled the government and the CIA-backed politician, 
Orbes Burnham, assumed control of the country as Prime 
mister. Jones' expertise in coercing Blacks to riot 
invaluable in the experiment designed to subjugate 
hem. Jones had worked under the cover of a self- 
9rdained minister and missionary, but this monumental 
ndertaking required a more orthodox disguise so, a few 
ks after his return to the United States, he was 
fficially ordained a minister. The Reverend Jim Jones 
immediately initiated plans to move his church to 
jah, California where he would join the Layton 
family. 
In an effort to simplify the very complicated 
nvolvement of the Layton family in the Jonestown 
‘periment, the balance of this chapter will vary from 
hronological order and consider the contributions of 

ch of the family members individually. 


BE A OO OR RR OR OR a a aR kr 


Larry Layton 

As a student at Berkeley High in the early 
0s, Larry was president of the Young Democrats and 
mereot their newsletter, The Liberal. Following the 
d of his older brother and sister, Larry enrolled at 
University of California at Davis, where he majored 
Sociology and co-habitated with Carolyn Moore, the 
zhter of John Moore, the Methodist minister on 


us. The Reverend Moore was an outspoken proponent 
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of Jim Jones up to and even after the massacre in 
Jonestown. He was close to both the Laytons and Jim 
Jones and provided a buffer by which Dr. Layton could 
remain "once removed" from the experiment. 

Larry and Carolyn were married in July of 1967. 
Both families attended the ceremonies conducted by 
Reverend Moore. Dr. Layton gave the newlyweds some 
money and a car and loaned them his Volkswagen bus when 
they moved into the married student housing complex in 
Davis. Larry and Carolyn complemented each other. He 
was quiet and passive while she was aggressive and 
outspoken with "a slight arrogance." Carolyn made all 
the decisions and one of the first was that the couple 
shouid move to Ukiah and join Jim Jones and his Peoples 
Temple, which they did immediately after Larry's 
graduation in 1968. 

It was the height of the Vietnam War and 
without his student. deferment, Larry would probably be 
drafted into the Army. Like his father and his 
maternal grandfather before him, Larry avoided military 
service during war time; Jim Jones would help. 
According to a statement Larry later issued from a jail 


cell in Guyana, 


The draft was on my heels, so I 
really was looking for a happy 
existence and this, after gradu- 
ation, led me and Carolyn, whom I 
loved very deeply, to head to 
Ukiah in search of utopia.16 


Larry had been denied several appeals for a 
conscientious objector status based on his affiliation 


with the pacifist Quakers. Jim Jones offered to 
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dictate a letter for Larry "guaranteed to result in 
Beeeeotatus.' With his help, Larry received a 
deferment and was ordered to perform alternative 
service at the Mendocino State Mental Hospital where 


soples Temple medical technicians trained. Larry 



















rked at his volunteer job, attended Temple services 
d helped to build the new Redwood Valley Temple 
ilding. His financial support came from his father 
like other top Temple aides, Larry donated 25% of 
is income to Jim Jones. Even at this early stage, Dr. 
iyton was indirectly supporting the experiment. 

There are conflicting reports as to why Larry 
id Carolyn were divorced but all agree it was because 
ı Jones had sex with one of them. According to the 
imily's account, Jones announced the divorce at a 
emple meeting, much to Larry's surprise. He arranged 
property settlement right then and there, the 

ipers were signed and Larry was ordered to Reno, 

da to establish residency and file for the divorce. 
afore he left the meeting, Jones asked him to choose 
Ss next wife from those in attendance. Larry chose 
ren Tow and a few months later, they were married. 
Carolyn became one of Jones' favorite 

stresses, eventually bearing his child whom they 

med Kimo (Hawaiian for Jim). Jones arranged for 
olyn to marry Temple aide, Michael Prokes, so the 

d would be considered legitimate. According to the 
ton family, Carolyn's affair with Jim Jones was 

only by the Moores and a few top aides who made 


ases for their absence to the others. 


Temple members didn't see much of 


Jones either during that period. 





56 


They thought he was out working 

on some revolutionary venture, 
while he was actually at the 
Moore home with Carolyn...Carolyn 
introduced Jones to her parents, 
John and Barbara Moore, and they 
all became quite friendly. The 
Moores moved from Davis to 
Berkeley, and Jones began spend- 
ing much of his time at their 
house. He flattered them by 
sharing inside information about 
the socialist goals of his 
church, and soon they regarded 


him as a virtual son-in-law.i7 





Jones was busy building an empire and must have had a 
good reason to spend "much of his time" at the Moores' 
home. True, he did confide "inside information" about 
his true goals but, by no means, were they socialistic 
in nature as Jones was a fascist. The Moores had moved 
to Berkeley to facilitate their communications with the 
Layton family and much of the information Jones passed 
to the Moores was in turn passed to Dr. Layton. The 
Reverend Moore acted as a mediator or messenger which 
allowed Dr. Layton to remain at a safe distance from 
Jones and the experiment. It is rather strange that 
John and Barbara Moore would regard Jones as a "virtual 
son-in-law" when their daughter was married to Mike 
Prokes and the Reverend Jones was married to his wife, 
Marceline. Not only did Reverend Moore accept the 
father of his illegitimate grandson but he went to 
great lengths to proclaim his "good works" to the lo 


press. He eventually visited Jonestown and returnec 
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with glowing reports of the project. He would remain 
one of Jones' foremost supporters even after the 
carnage. Reverend Moore's actions seem absurd. 


In time, Larry and Karen Layton were divorced 











‘and, once again, Jones was blamed for the break-up. 
iccording to an article in the New York Times, "friends 
sf Larry Layton recall that Mr. Jones took both Carolyn 
and Karen from him after having the women watch him 
force Larry to submit to a homosexual act."18 


In response to Dr. Layton's prompting, Larry 





‘enrolled at Santa Rosa Junior College where he studied 


E 


to become an X-ray technician. The Santa Rosa campus, 
like Mendocino State Hospital, was a training ground 





for Temple technicians bound for the experiment in 


3h 





Jonestown. Larry lived in a Temple-operated dormitory 
and, in addition to his individual studies,.he met once 
a week with the other Temple students for their class 


in military tactics and guerrilla warfare. Eventually, 





Larry was sent to Jonestown with the Temple's newly 


ree 


purchased X-ray machine that would be used to plot the 
















escape of his mother, Lisa. 

As Congressman Leo Ryan left Jonestown with 
several "defectors" for the return trip to the U.S., 
ry left a huddle with Jones to announce that he, 

, wanted to leave the jungle community. The others 
ere skeptical of his intentions as Larry was 
considered one of Jones' most trusted aides but Ryan 
Onsented to the request. When the group arrived at 
Port Kaituma airstrip, Larry quickly boarded one of 
two planes to either plant his revolver or locate 
that had already been planted there. He then 
lisembarked the plane and submitted to a pat-search 
hat the others had convinced Ryan was a good idea for 


curity reasons. Larry again boarded the plane and 
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retrieved the gun from its hiding place. Just then a 
tractor carrying Temple gunmen approached the planes 
and the assassins opened fire on the crowd of people 
| still milling about the aircraft. Larry shot Temple 
| defectors Monica Bagby and Vernon Gosney, he missed the 
ti pilot, then reportedly turned to shoot another 
I) defector, Dale Parks -- his .38 caliber Smith and 
Wesson revolver misfired and Parks wrestled the weapon 
from him. Congressman Ryan was killed in the assault. 
Larry was immediately arrested for attempted murder by 
Wil the Guyanese authorities. Though there were several 
members of the airstrip death squad, Larry was singled 
out to stand trial. He would remain incarcerated until 
his appearance in a Guyanese court on May 5, 1980, over 
seventeen months after the incident at the airstrip. 
Larry was tried in Guyana for the attempted 
murder of Bagby and Gosney, but not for the murder of 
Ni Congressman Ryan, as Ryan was on official Congressional 
| business and his murder fell under U.S. jurisdiction. 
ii The defense presented little or no argument. No 
witnesses were called. Larry took the stand once but 
ih only broke down in tears and said nothing in his own 
defense. The prosecution witness, Vern Gosney, 
Hl testified that Larry had shot both him and Monica Bagby 
ii! (who was too frightened to attend the trial). Despite 
the eyewitness testimony, the jury found Larry not 
ji guilty as charged on May 23, 1980. 
i Following his acquittal, Larry remained in 
i Guyanese custody for an additional six months before 
being extradited to the U.S. to face charges of 
conspiring to murder Ryan. Bureaucratic red tape was 
the cnly reason given for the long delay. 


In August of 1981, Larry Layton, charged with 





conspiring to assassinate Congressman Ryan, went on 
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trial in the U.S. District Court in San Francisco. 
From the very beginning it would appear that the scales 
of justice were tipped in his favor. Nearly three 


years had passed since the Jonestown massacre and the 


















cident was only a bad memory that both the public and 
e public prosecutor would rather just forget. There 
s little interest in prosecuting Larry, especially 
nce the prosecutor had a past relationship with the 
oples Temple. Following the massacre, the government 
laced U.S. Attorney William Hunter in charge of 
ivestigating the Peoples Temple. Hunter had a close 
2=rsonal relationship with Temple attorney Tim Stoen 
fer since they both worked as assistant district 
[torneys in San Francisco to cover-up the 1975 
election fraud perpetrated by Jim Jones. When Hunter 
as promoted to U.S. Attorney, he offered Stoen the 
position of Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney. When this 
scandalous conflict of interest was disclosed, Hunter 
cepped down but appointed one of his employees, Robert 
rdero, to prosecute Layton. 

| Dordero called twenty-one witnesses to the 

and, most of whom testified that Larry Layton was a 
mber of the Temple assassination squad that killed 
Bressman Ryan. An FBI ballistics expert confirmed 
the bullets removed from Bagby and Gosney matched 
se that were test-fired from Layton's revolver. A 

p Guyanese detective, identified only as "Jugmohan" 
sented a confession that Layton had signed in Guyana 


t four days after the incident in which he said, 


I, Larry Layton, take full 
responsibility for all deaths and 
injuries that took place at the 
Port Kaituma airstrip...I felt 
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that these people were working in 
conjunction with the CIA to smear 


the Peoples Temple. 19 


Defense attorney Tony Tamburello countered by 
admitting that his client probably did attempt to 
murder Bagby and Gosney but that he had nothing to do 
with the murder of Congressman Ryan. Tamburello added, 
"Mr. Layton is not on trial in this country for 
shooting anybody. Our presentation to the jury will be 
he is not on trial for anything other than 
conspiracy."20 Since Layton had already been acquitted 
of shooting Bagby and Gosney in Guyanese court, he 
could not be retried on the same charges so his 
confession in U.S. court was a safe statement. 
According to newspaper reports of the court 
proceedings, 


Defense Attorney Tony Tamburello 
said Layton is a government 
"scapegoat." "The State Depart- 
ment is responsible for a 
monumental tragedy, and what they 
are trying to do now is blame one 
individual and divert attention 
from their own responsibility," 
he said.21 


Tamburello contended that his client had been drugged 
into participating, that he looked "spaced out and was 
mumbling of a CIA conspiracy" during the attack at the 
airstrip. 

Dick Dwyer, the Deputy Chief of Mission at the 
U.S. Embassy in Guyana who witnessed the attack at the 









strip, testified for the prosecution. 


Pe newspaper accounts of the trial, 


Out of the presence of the jury, 
defense lawyer, Tony Tamburello 
said he wanted to find out 
whether Dwyer was actually a CIA 
operative in Guyana. Chief U.S. 
District Judge Robert F. Peckham 
asked what the relevance of such 
an inquiry would be to Layton's 
trial, and Tamburello said he 
wanted to show that Dwyer's 
testimony was "tainted by bias -- 
he wants Larry Layton convicted 
to take the responsibility of 
Jonestown off the State Depart- 
ment and the CIA." Citing recent 
appellate court decisions, the 
judge refused to allow that line 
of questioning. Outside the 
courtroom, Dwyer a foreign 
service officer since 1957 was 
asked whether he was indeed a CIA 
agent. Dwyer replied, "I can 
neither confirm nor deny the 
allegation. "22 


Prepared statement read to the press 
‘troom, Tamburello said, 


We believe, in fact, Mr. Dwyer is 
biased and has a motive for 


Saying what he's saying...because 
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According to 


outside the 








ai it takes the heat away from the 





ah) State Department, and particu- 
i, larly the CIA.23 
av || 


mee) | Despite the fact that the judge had disallowed 
such references, even the prosecution witnesses 


continued to allude to the agency's involvement in 





Jonestown. Dale Parks, who had wrestled the revolver 





from Layton at the airstrip, testified that Layton 
falsely accused him of shooting Bagby and Gosney and 
had told Dale's father that Dale was "part of a CIA 
plot to destroy Jim Jones."24 Speaking as a researcher 
who, at the time of the Layton trial, was already 


investigating the CIA's secret sponsorship of the 





Jonestown experiment, I was shocked that the agency 


would even be a subject in the court proceedings. In 





retrospect it was Layton's best defense -- a good 
offense. He was threatening to tell the truth and 
expose Jonestown as a CIA operation unless the agency 
came to his aid. Meanwhile, the government 
prosecutors, unable to deny the hard evidence of CIA 
involvement, were put on the defensive and forced to 





cover-up the story by admitting to the CIA's presence 





in Jonestown but implying that their intention was to 
investigate or even persecute Jones. 
Not only was the threat to the CIA Layton's 








best defense; it was his only one. Tamburello rested 
his case without calling a single witness to the stand. 
Again, not even Larry would testify on his own behalf. 


From the outside, the outcome of the trial 





would seem to be a foregone conclusion. The 


prosecution had presented hard evidence, ballistic 








reports, eyewitness testimony and even a signed 





confession while the defense presented no evidence, 
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etually no case other than vague references that 
implicated the CIA in the murders in Guyana. But, when 
the jury returned they were deadlocked, 11 to 1 in 
vor of acquittal on all charges. Judge Peckham 


lared a mistrial and, according to a local newspaper 


...released Layton on a personal 
recognizance bond signed by the 
defendant's father, a retired 
germ warfare scientist who lives 
in the East Bay.29 


response to the mistrial, the local press reported, 


Survivors of the carnage insist 
the real story has yet to be 
told. They maintain there must 
be an epilogue, one that would 
include an investigation of the 
government's involvement at 


Jonestown...26 


reports also claimed that "independent 
estigators" had taken the survivors’ theories a step 


ther: ‘,..alleging that the government failed to 

n Ryan about Jonestown because the jungle camp was 
ally part of a CIA mind-control experiment."2? 
witness for the prosecution, Jim Cobb, summarized 
consensus of the ex-Temple members regarding the 
on trial, "there is a coverup involved in Peoples 
le and Jonestown that will make Watergate look 
cent. We've got to get to the bottom of this and 
the truth be told."28 








64 


In conclusion, the most important aspect of the 
Layton trial was not something it was, but something it 
was not. Larry Layton was the only person the 
government would prosecute for the attack at the 
airstrip that killed Congressman Ryan and four others. 
All the government's efforts and the public's attention 
were directed to this one case, as if it held the 
definitive answer to the assassination, but Layton was 
not on trial for assassinating Ryan, only "conspiring" 
to do so. By the government's case, it seems to be a 
one-man-conspiracy as they produced no co-indictments. 
The Carter brothers are a good example of the 
prosecution's lack of interest. Tim and Michael Carter 
were two Jonestown guards who witnesses claim 
participated in the airstrip assassination. Not only 
did the government refuse to indict them in the 
conspiracy, they did not even call them as witnesses in 
the Layton trial as, according to Chief Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Sanford Svetcov, Tim Carter "chose to use his 


claim of privilege," refusing to testify unless the 
government granted him immunity and Michael Carter said 
he would plead the Fifth Amendment to any questioning 
under oath. The prosecution's reasons for not bringing 
charges against the Carters are ridiculous, especially 
in the context of a conspiracy trial in the murder of a 
federal politician. The government's showcased court 
proceedings satisfied the public without ever having 
had to approach the basic question, "Who actually fired 
the shot that killed Congressman Ryan?" 

Under pressure to resolve the assassination of 
Congressman Ryan, the prosecution was forced to retry 
their scapegoat but allowed him to delay the trial for 
several years during which time Larry lived as a free 


man. First scheduled for February of 1982, the 
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proceedings were postponed until September of 1984 
while the Court of Appeals considered a request to 
admit a tape recording of the White Night and other 
evidence that referenced the involvement of the CIA. 



















prior to the scheduled date, Larry elected to 
ergo surgery to remove polyps from his throat. The 
fense argued that their client would not be able to 
fend himself verbally. Despite the fact that Larry 
ver spoke a word in his own defense before and 
rdless of the standard procedures for trying a 
nafide mute, the postponement was granted. The trial 
; re- re-scheduled for January 2, 1986; a date that 
issed without the court convening. Finally, in late 
86, Larry was tried and convicted. In March of 1987, 
over eight years after the fact, he was sentenced to 
ife imprisonment. The stiff sentence satisfied the 
rosecution but Judge Peckham also declared that Larry 
ould be eligible for parole after serving only five 
aars because he was not "primarily responsible" for 

1e killings. 

It took eight years just to incarcerate this 
nfessed political assassin for a five year term. 
rry’s new attorney, Bob Bryan, has filed an appeal 

FP anew trial. As of this writing, Larry's fate has 


t been sealed. 
RO IO OK IO OK OR RR IK kK kk kk ak ak ok kk ak ok ak ak ok ak ak 


Annalisa Layton Valentine 
Following her graduation from U.C. Davis, 
lalisa accepted a position as a microbiology lab 
hnician in the U.C. Berkeley biochemistry department 
ire she met a professor named Ray Valentine. They 
ed for six months and, on September 16, 1967, they 
ried. The wedding took place at the Layton family 
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home in Berkeley; the Reverend John Moore presided. 
The Moores were becoming close friends of the family 
and divided their leisure time between the Laytons and 
Jim Jones. 

Annalisa joined the Peoples Temple in 1975 and 






for about six months she made the long drive between 
Berkeley and Redwood Valley to attend the weekly Temple 
services and private meetings with Jim Jones. Though 
Annalisa was considered a top aide to Jones, her 
husband Ray was never directly involved with the 
Temple. According to one family report: "Jones had 
told Karen (Larry's wife) that he thought Ray was 
working for the CIA; he claimed that his psychic powers 
had picked up the information from another plane."29 
The family also reported that Annalisa once brought 
home an unnamed Davis law student who her mother 
accused of being a CIA agent sent to spy on the family. 
The CIA was most definitely a subject in the Layton 
household and in Annalisa's life. 

Annalisa left the Temple, claiming she could no 
longer believe Jones' faith healing powers and 
miracles. It is difficult to believe that this 
otherwise intelligent woman could ever have believed in 
Jones' phony ploys, but this was the reason she gave 
for severing ties with the Temple. Her reason seems 
absurd but her timing was perfect as Jones was packing 
up his Peoples Temple for their move to Guyana when 
Annalisa defected. 

Annalisa then disappeared from the story until 
just six months before the massacre when she sent an 
airline ticket (Georgetown to Caracas) to her sister 
Deborah for what Deborah would later claim was her 
attempted defection from Jonestown. In their original 


plan, Deborah was to fly to Caracas to rendezvous with 
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Annalisa's husband Ray who was scheduled to tour South 
America as the United Nations' expert on nitrogen 
fixation. Kurt Waldheim, U.N. Secretary General and 
former Nazi Army officer, had dispatched Valentine to 
pick up Deborah and escort her on the U.N. junket of 
south America in which they would be "meeting high 
fovernment officials and other important people."39 As 
t turned out, Deborah fled to Washington, D.C. with 
Richard McCoy, the U.S. consul in Guyana. 

Annalisa's relationship with Jim Jones was both 
brief and professional. Her total contribution to the 
experiment will never be known but, considering that 
she pursued a reflection of her father's career, she 
may have provided a qualified scientific liaison 
between Dr. Layton and Jim Jones. 

ETT TTT TTT TTL CECE LELE CLL 


Deborah Layton Blakey 
Deborah, the youngest Layton, was the family's 
problem child. Her later, more affluent, upbringing 
bred a spoiled brat with a "holier than thou 
fattitude." Deborah has been described in print as 
piteful, arrogant, devious, sharp-tongued, pissy and 
itchy. She was all of these things and more. 
Deborah's high school years were a total 
isaster; she simply could not adjust to life outside 
ie Layton home. When she reportedly fell into bad 
mpany in her freshman year at Berkeley High School, 
r mother accepted an offer from John and Barbara 
Ore who invited Deborah to live with them in Davis, 
2 from the negative influences in Berkeley. Soon 






fer Deborah enrolled at Davis High, the school 
formed the Moores that she was such a problem student 


they would only allow her to remain if she 
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| received psychological counseling. She then returned 
(ai to Berkeley and her parents allowed her to remain at 
Bi home and miss one semester of school. In the spring of 
1968, she moved in with her sister, Annalisa, and 
enrolled at El Cerrito High. El Cerrito is adjacent to 
Berkeley and the environment was anything but an 


improvement. In truth, Deborah could not return to 





Berkeley High, not because of the school's negative 





influence on her but because of her negative influence 


on the school. She barely completed the academic year 











at El Cerrito before she was no longer welcome there 








either. She was seventeen years old and a mid-term 


sophomore who had been ousted from three separate 








schools. If the trend continued it would take Deborah 
five years and eight different schools to graduate from 
high school; that is if she maintained passing grades - 
- and she did not. Dr. Layton and Lisa resorted to 


drastic measures and enrolled Deborah at Ackworth, a 











spartan Quaker boarding school in Yorkshire, England. 








The school was famed for its regimental, almost 





military, discipline and the Laytons hoped it would 
“straighten her out." It did not. Deborah quickly 
gained a reputation as a class troublemaker who was a 
"bad influence on her schoolmates." But Ackworth was 


well prepared to handle such behavioral problems and 











after a two year stay in England, she received her high 
school diploma. Lisa was especially pleased as 


Deborah's two years at an English boarding school 








exactly paralleled the experience of her mother, Anita: 


whom Lisa believed was reincarnated as her daughter. 





During her first year at Ackworth, Deborah met 
and reportedly fell in love with a fellow student, 
George "Phil" Blakey. She returned to California in 


1970, for a summer vacation between school years. She 





69 























payed first with Larry and his second wife, Karen, and 
‘attended services at the Peoples Temple in Redwood 
“Valley where she had many private, in-depth 
onversations with Jim Jones, who welcomed another 

yton into his fold. Deborah then stayed in the 

ily's Berkeley home and continued to meet with Jones 


ing his weekly visits to the San Francisco Peoples 


After her return to England, Deborah and Jim 
es corresponded regularly. She also spoke of Jim 
to Phil, who not only accepted him sight unseen, 
>; according to Deborah, had an uncanny knowledge of 
2 preacher and his organization. Following gradu- 
ion, in the summer of 1971, Deborah returned to 
lifornia with Phil and both joined the Peoples 

mple. 

Deborah enrolled at Santa Rosa Junior College 
ere she joined her brother Larry and the other Temple 
des who were training there. In 1974, she received 
Associate of Arts degree. Then, upon the advice, 

l with the financial support of Dr. Layton, she 

died to be an operating room technician at the San 
mcisco School for Health Professions. 

Meanwhile, Phil was spending all of his time 

h Jim Jones and Dr. Layton. His American visa was 
ut to expire so, on March 20, 1972, he married 

orah in order to remain in the U.S. Jim Jones 

ned the marriage certificate at the ungodly hour of 
.M. Phil would remain in California for an 

itional year and a half during which time he studied 
Jones and Dr. Layton but never cohabitated with 
rah. 

In early 1973, Jones appointed Deborah and Phil 


he Temple's newly formed Planning Commission. The 
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PC, as it was called, was the elite of the Temple; the 
guards, aides and medical technicians who would become 
the middle management of the experiment. They numbered 
between sixty and one hundred and could easily be 
distinguished from the general Temple congregation as 
the difference was as distinct as black and white -- 
the difference was Black and White. PC members were 
exclusively Caucasian, while the general congregation 
was predominantly Black. Only a small contingent of 
Blacks quit the Temple in protest of its gross inequity 
in the distribution of power; the others resigned 
themselves to live under the control of the Whites. 

According to a family report, Deborah had a 
trusted position in the PC as, among her other 


responsibilities, her job was... 


...-to review tapes of PC 
meetings, particularly of conver- 
sations with suspected and 
outright "traitors" and potential 
blackmail victims. Her job was 
to listen to the tapes, jot down 
what "important" things were 
said, and return the tapes and 
notes to Carolyn Layton, the P.C. 
member in charge of the tape 
file.3l 


Following the massacre, in a video taped interview 
broadcast on commercial television, Deborah claimed 
that every member of the Planning Commission, both men 
and women, were targets of Jones' sexual advances. She 
admitted to having been one of his lovers but termed 


the experience nothing short of rape. Nevertheless, as 
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ones’ hold on Deborah increased, his confidence in her 
abilities increased and she was entrusted with two 
extremely critical Temple positions; financial 
eretary and political liaison. First the finances. 
As a means for Dr. Layton to account for the 
enditures in the experiment, his daughter, Deborah, 
given sole responsibility for the Temple's income 
its subsequent distribution. According to the 


ily, 


The Temple had established its 
own private check-cashing company 
under the guise of helping out 
its senior citizens by relieving 
them of the fear of having to go 
to a bank and possibly being 
mugged. After notation on the 
member's record card, the infor- 
mation was duplicated on a 
deposit slip to the check cashing 
company's account at the Cali- 
fornia Canadian Bank in San 


Francisco. 


Hundreds of green and gold SSI 
and SSA checks, as well as 
ordinary paychecks, were cashed 
and deposited each month. The 
Church would then withdraw an 
identical amount of cash, osten- 
Sibly for payments to its 
members, so the bank would not 
become suspicious. This cash was 
then taken back to the church, 





ve 


mingled with various other 
donations, and redeposited in the 
church's own savings or checking 
account at the Bank of Montreal 


in San Francisco. 32 d 





Deborah was kept quite busy transferring and laundering 
Temple funds. For the most part, the congregation 
accepted the loss of their pensions and paychecks in 
exchange for the security and companionship they found 
in the Temple's communal and foster care homes, where 
their needs were provided for collectively. 

A few years later, the Social Security 
Administration advocated Jones' system of "direct 
deposit" of government checks citing the threat of 
being robbed, just as Jones had used this fear to 
persuade his pensioners to sign their check over to 
him. Though the administration's intentions are 
presumed to be legitimate, their initial idea came from 
Jones' scam. 

The money flowed through Deborah's hands at an 
astonishing rate. The Temple's wealth has been 
estimated somewhere between twenty and fifty million 
dollars. Deborah maintained a $100,000 cash fund in 
her San Francisco Temple office just for "incidental 
expenses." Jones once instructed her to airlift 
mothbalis to Jonestown as the vast amounts of U.S. 
currency stored there was being eaten by the local 
jungle insects. In late 1976, as the experiment was 
being moved to Guyana, Jones ordered untold millions of 
U.S. dollars transferred to Swiss bank accounts 
registered in Deborah's name. Temple attorney Tim 
Stoen established two offshore Panamanian corporations: 


Briget, S.A. and Asociacion Evangelica de las Americas; 
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g.A. which then opened accounts with the Swiss Banking 
Corporation in Panama and the Union Bank of Switzerland 
in Panama, respectively. Deborah, along with Maria 


Katsaris, Terri Buford and Tim Stoen, traveled to 






















Panama with several million dollars as initial deposits 
| the new accounts. Stoen also established a Temple 
ranch in Luxembourg that opened bank accounts in 
zadon, West Germany, Switzerland, Romania, and 
Jenezuela. The signatories were not Jim Jones or even 
im Stoen but Deborah, Maria, and Terri. 

Eight months later, Deborah and Terri returned 
fo Panama on another mission. From there they flew to 
aris, rented a car and drove to Zurich, Switzerland, 
where they opened one or more secret accounts in 
Deborah's name or, more accurately, in her account 
number. Tim Stoen and other trusted couriers then 
traveled to Switzerland to deposit untold millions into 
Deborah's secret bank account. 

For all the scheming, subterfuge and stealing 
that Jim Jones did in order to amass his fortune, it is 
ludicrous that he would give Deborah legal ownership of 
the bulk of his wealth that was intended for future 

ise. But that is exactly what he did for that was the 
igreement. Following the massacre, the known wealth of 
he Peoples Temple was distributed to the families of 

e victims and to the federal government to offset 
Wir expense in returning the corpses to the U.S. but 
ily a small portion of the Temple's estimated twenty 

' fifty million dollars was ever recovered. Millions 
ere missing; millions that presumably were hoarded in 
Cret Swiss accounts in Deborah's name. 

Deborah's other responsibility in the Temple 

5 as political liaison in Terri Buford's Department 


Diversions; the group Jones established to carry out 
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his most sensitive work in government. Deborah 
gathered data on politicians who might be coerced or 
blackmailed into cooperating with the Temple, hence the 
CIA. She also wrote forged and anonymous letters 
endorsing candidates, commenting on pending legislation 
and presumably threatening politicians who opposed 
Jones' politics. Her correspondence was so incrimi- 
nating that Deborah wore surgical gloves to type the 
letters on special "D" typewriters that had been 
purchased second-hand and then destroyed after 
fulfilling their purpose so as not to be traced to the 
Temple. 

Deborah and her mother, Lisa, arrived in 
Jonestown on December 14, 1977. Deborah would reside 
in the jungle community for only three months before 
Jones sent her to the Temple's Georgetown headquarters 
where her assignment was to interface with the Guyanese 
government as well as the U.S., Russian, and Cuban 
Embassies. Her task was far more important than that 
of the other Temple members in Georgetown who bribed 
local officials with liquor and sex. As the 
predetermined destruction of Jonestown drew nearer, 
Jones wanted to court the communists in an effort to 
incriminate or at least embarrass them by association. 
The ultimate goal of Deborah's work in Georgetown was 
to falsely establish that Jones was in league with the 
Russians to help hide the fact that he was really 
working for the CIA. On May 13, 1978, Deborah feigned 
a defection from the Temple and escaped to Washington, 
D.C. under the escort of Richard McCoy, the CIA's 
station chief in Georgetown. Her timing was perfect. 
Six months remained before the scheduled massacre, 
which allowed Deborah just enough time to complete what 


was the most demanding aspect of her. work for Jones. 
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Jones helped Deborah's cover by reviling her as 
"a CIA agent and a traitor" who had stolen money from 


the Temple. Though his accusations were based in 

























truth, they were never viewed in their proper context 
outsiders, like Congressman Ryan, who were left with 
impression that Jones opposed Deborah. 

After a brief stay in Washington, Deborah 
urned to California where she moved in with Grace 
sch Stoen and Grace's fiance', Walter Jones. 

mpted by these two former Temple aides and others 
Tim Stoen and Mike Cartmell, Deborah issued a 
tement on June 15, 1978 concerning Jonestown. 

M of Deborah aes Blakey, Re: The Threat and 
le was an eleven page, thirty-seven point outline 
jr which the title summarized the contents. Copies 
sent to Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and 
igressman Leo Ryan. The intention of the affidavit 

5 to further entice Congressman Ryan into personally 
estigating Jonestown while providing Deborah with 

s perfect cover. After the massacre, she would 

ear to be an innocent victim who had tried in vain 
varn the government of the pending tragedy. 

Deborah then took a highly paid position in the 
incial district of San Francisco, in what her sister 
ilisa later termed "the world of money and finance." 
continued to work very closely with Tim Stoen, 

e office was in the same neighborhood. In addition 
he fact that Deborah's only qualificaton for such 
was her experience as the Temple's financial 
etary, the rightful owner of the money that she 

ges has never been identified. It is highly 


able that the money is actually the Temple's secret 
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funds that had been deposited in foreign bank accounts 
in Deborah's name. 

Deborah contacted Congressman Ryan and arranged 
to meet him in the financial district of San Francisco 
where they spoke of Jonestown for about two hours. 

Ryan believed her story even after his aid Jackie 
Speier expressed her suspicion that Deborah was a 
double agent working for Jones. At Ryan's request, 
Deborah, Grace Stoen, and Steven Katsaris flew to 
Washington, D.C. to testify to the State Department. 
Department officials expressed little interest and did 
not even attempt the meeting scheduled by Ryan, who was 
so angered by their lack of concern that he flew to 
Washington to personally escort the group to the State 
Department. They were received by a dozen officials 
seated around a conference table; Deborah sat at the 
head of the table with Congressman Ryan at her side. 
Following Deborah's. masterfully calculated two hour 
dissertation on Jonestown, Ryan turned to her and said, 
"Now that you have spoken to them and they have taken 
notes, they will never be able to deny that they heard 
it."33 Deborah's testimony did not alter the chain of 
events that led to Ryan's assassination but it did give 
Ryan a false sense of security that the federal 
government was now aware of the potential dangers in 
Jonestown and would back up his investigation even 
though they thought reports of a planned mass suicide 
were "nonsense." 

Ryan, Grace Stoen and Steven Katsaris went on 
to rendezvous with reporters in New York who completed 
the Congressional entourage that then flew to Guyana. 
Stoen and Katsaris would travel only as far as 
Georgetown as there were not enough seats on the 


chartered plane that carried Ryan into the Guyanese 
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interior to Jonestown and his death. By the time the 
group arrived in Georgetown, Deborah was safely back at 
her desk in the high-rise office building in San 
‘rancisco. 

Following the massacre, Deborah emerged as the 
important Peoples Temple survivor; an innocent and 
dible witness who at least tried to warn the 
jernment about Jones' mass suicide plans. She 

seived much media attention. One year later, in the 
of 1979, her marriage to Phil Blakey was annulled 
the grounds that it had never been consummated. The 
ven and a half year marriage was one of convenience 
at, not only allowed Phil Blakey to remain in the 

S. long enough to complete his training under Jim 
nes and Dr. Layton, but also allowed Deborah to 

erate in the Peoples Temple under the name Blakey and 
t Layton. In March of 1980, Deborah married Michael 
rtmell. Before his alleged defection, Cartmell had 
one of the most trusted Temple aides and its 
‘porate vice president. His mother was in charge of 
intelligence department and he had married 
adopted daughter, Suzanne. Suzanne was the off- 
of a Korean mother and an American military 

who lived in a Korean orphanage until her 

ption. She reportedly died in Jonestown. In the 
Jim Jones and Dr. Layton shared the same son-in- 

[, Michael Cartmell. 

BOC COO OG KG OK I EK a kok i ak ak 4k 


George Philip 'Phil' Blakey 
Guyana, formerly British Guiana, received its 
spendence from England in 1966 but, as explored 
er in this work, England maintained some control 


r the South American country by installing Forbes 
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Burnham as Prime Minister with the help of U.S. 
Intelligence and particularly Jim Jones. It suffices 
to say that U.S. Intelligence undertook no projects in 
Guyana without the full consent and cooperation of 
British Intelligence and Jonestown was no exception. 
Englishman Phil Blakey, the only foreign national 
employed by the Peoples Temple, would represent Britain 
in Jonestown. 

Phil Blakey was the son of a wealthy gentleman 
farming family in Northumberland, England. As a 
Quaker, he attended Ackworth boarding school where he 
met Deborah Layton and returned to the United States 
with her in 1971 to join the Peoples Temple. Blakey's 
mother also visited the Peoples Temple in California, 
where she was the guest of Tim and Grace Stoen whose 
luxurious home outside the barbed wire compound of the 
Redwood Valley Temple was reserved for visiting 
dignitaries. 

On March 20, 1972, Blakey married Deborah 
Layton so that he could remain in the United States to 
complete his training with Jim Jones and Dr. Layton. 
According to the Layton family, "Jones was impressed 
with Blakey's practical intelligence and knowledge of 
farming, both resources needed for the agricultural 
activities he envisioned."34 Following the wedding, 
Blakey saw little of Deborah as he was spending all of 
his time with Jones in Redwood Valley and Dr. Layton in 
Berkeley. Dr. Layton instructed him on the 
agricultural aspects of the experiment. Blakey was an 
accomplished farmer and sea captain but lacked 
experience with the heavy earth moving equipment 
required to clear the Guyanese jungle. Dr. Layton 
helped by allowing him to clear a wooded lot on his 
Berkeley property and dig a swimming pool with a rented 
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pulldozer. Jones helped too, by having Blakey operate 
a back-hoe to dig a new septic tank and leach lines for 
the home of Elmer and Deanna Mertle in Redwood Valley. 
In December of 1973, Jones appointed Blakey the 
ad of his twelve man advance party which immediately 
t for Guyana to build a road to the outpost from 

rt Kaituma, clear the jungle for cultivation and 
struct several rudimentary structures that would be 
sir headquarters and eventually the core of 

iestown. Blakey also purchased the Temple's first 
@€an-going vessel, a fishing trawler he licensed in 
nama as the "Marceline," named for Jones' wife. 

ough Jones had made arrangements with the Guyanese 
vernment in late 1973 to have full access and rights 
the 3,852 acre tract in the interior, the land lease 
is not officially signed until 1975. It is these 

irst two years of Jonestown in which Blakey was in 
arge that we will explore here. First, some 

skground on Guyana. 

Guyana's CIA installed Prime Minister, Forbes 
rnham, used the 1970 Conference on Nonaligned Nations 
id in Zambia, Africa as a stage to launch his career 
an international Black activist. With persuasive 
torical skill, he announced to the Third World 

ions in attendance that Guyana had a strong bond of 
athy with the African freedom fighters. He offered 
country as a sanctuary where Blacks could find 

port and training facilities for their revolutionary 
ivities in Africa. To buttress his pledge of 

ort, Burnham ceremoniously gave President Nyerere 
Tanzania a check for $50,000 as Guyana's initial 
Tibution to the freedom fighters. 

Guyana's National Service was charged with 


Onal security and the development of the interior 
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so it is easy to understand why the agency took a 
militaristic view of the Guyanese frontier, especially 
HA since much of the area was claimed by Venezuela that 
might seize the land at any time. There was a 
disproportionate number of North Americans in the 
! Guyanese National Service. Among them was Emerson 
] Mitchell who had spent five years in Chicago during 
wy World War II. Mitchell was the Guyanese government 
pii representative who conducted Jones' initial tour 
through the jungle to select a site for Jonestown. 
Another American, whom the New York Times later 
described as a fugitive from the law in the United 
ail States, was appointed senior training officer in the 
National Service. A Soviet news agency took notice of 
BN the man and reported: "This is a position of 
| considerable responsibility. The Government wouldn't 
give him the job if it didn't have faith in him."35 


ys | And then there was a Black American who claimed to be 


4 | an Angolan freedom fighter -- Burnham granted him 
of Guyanese citizenship and a position in the National 
{ii 

A Service. 


Considering the parameters of Guyanese politics 
in the early 1970's, what happened next was almost a 
foregone conclusion. Prime Minister Burnham, with the 
help of U.S. (and British) nationals in key positions 
in Guyanese National Service, initiated a program to 
build military outposts in the country's disputed 
interior to guard the border and provide secret 
training bases for mercenaries bound for Africa. There 
was one location of particular importance. Though 
isolated, it was only a day's march from an American 
built airstrip at Port Kaituma, an inland river 
seaport. It was a day's journey from rail service and 


the Venezuelan border. Isolated, yet accessible by 































trains, boats and planes, the site was ideal. From 
1973 to 1975 Blakey was in charge of the encampment 
that was known as the Shalom Project -- the same 
ampment that between 1975 and 1978 was known as 
stown. 
The Shalom Project was neither Jewish nor 
eful. The CIA supplied the project with two 
red Black ex-Green Beret Special Forces experts. 
Green Berets were the elite of the Vietnam 
lict, well trained in all aspects of guerrilla 
are. Since the 1960's their number had been 
iced by over 10,000 and many found readjusting to 
ilian life doubly difficult. They returned from 
cnam to find the same discriminatory practices in 
ing as had forced them to join the military in the 
place; only now they were further shunned by 
ential employers for their part in a war for which 
c Americans felt ashamed. To these unemployable 
Tans, the CIA offered a profitable solution. They 
d be highly paid mercenaries or advisors who 
ned other mercenaries. These experts in weapons, 
lition, communications, medicine and intelligence 
placed in the overseas security staff of major 
corporations and in guerrilla warfare training 
S such as the one headed by Phil Blakey in 
stown. 
After five centuries of Portuguese rule and 
en years of bloody guerilla war, Angola was a 
mented African colony; ripe for a full scale 
ution. In April of 1974, the Portuguese Army, 
"alized from years of fighting colonial wars, 
d the government of Portugal and withdrew from 


There were three major indigenous factions 


j= 
a e 
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to fight it out in Angola and the largest of these 
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was, at least partially, supported by the Russians. 
From CIA reports, the National Security Counci] 
(dominated by Henry Kissinger) had advance knowledge of 
the military coup in Portugal, hence the three-sided 
civil war in its African colony of Angola. In the 
aftermath of the U.S. defeat in Vietnam, Henry 
Kissinger (even though he knew that it was another no- 
win situation) ordered the CIA to aid the two 
independent factions that opposed the popular communist 
faction in Angola. The rebels needed advisors, 
mercenaries, and arms. They were fighting for their 
lives. Kissinger, within his view of global politics, 
was fighting to make a statement to the communists that 
they could not just take what they wanted uncontested. 
There were some problems. The CIA was subject 
to new legislation sponsored by Congressman Leo Ryan 
that required the agency to account for all money spent 
for covert overseas. operations after congressional 
approval. Because the reporting system was new, it was 
inefficient and the red tape involved was time- 
consuming. Eventually, Congress would authorize $14 
million for the CIA's Angola Task Force but, in these 
early stages, the CIA made good use of the 
congressional lead time by illegally recruiting 
mercenaries for a project they knew would, in time, be 
approved. The CIA wanted to use their trained exiled 
Cubans (survivors of the Bay of Pigs) as project 
management but the National Security Council denied thé 
request as the Cubans had green cards and could be 
easily be traced to the U.S. And so it was with a 
decree to employ only foreign nationals as management 
and fund the project covertly that Phil Blakey and the 
Peoples Temple entered the story. The ideal mercenary 


for the job was a Black man with prior military 
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training who spoke Portuguese. He could blend well 
into African society and communicate in the official 
language of Angola. The logical and perhaps only 
hoice was Brazil. When the CIA approached the 

zilian government they agreed to allow recruitment 
their country but not training as they had no desire 
become associated with a civil war being fought an 
an away. 

CIA case officers in Brazil transported their 
ruits to the coast where Phil Blakey would pick them 
in the Temple's ship for a two or three day trip up 
> coast to the Waini River, Port Kaituma, and on to 

> Shalom Project (Jonestown). Of course, Blakey 

aded customs. 

Phil Blakey managed the project like a 

Siness. Under his command were one or two hundred 
ecial Forces advisors and the Brazilian mercenaries 
> helped clear the jungle as part of their basic 
lining. Two camps were established. The main camp 
Blakey's headquarters where land was cleared, 

ins built and radio communication established. 
mtually, this would become the core of Jonestown. 
secondary camp, located about a thirty minute march 
y, was a primitive outpost where the actual jungle 
ining took place 

Blakey's training camp required ultra- 
naisticated weapons and explosives not commercially 
lable to the general public. It is widely 
iowledged that Deborah Layton Blakey, as the Peoples 
ole financial secretary, appropriated the money to 
Chase arms for her husband's project. There was 

r one CIA arms dealer with British connections who 
involved in the Special Forces training of African 


‘enaries; the notorious Frank Terpil. 
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The exploits of Frank Terpil and his partner, 
Edmond Wilson, are intriguing but too complicated to 
relate in any detail here. It suffices to say that 
Terpil and Wilson supplied weapons and high technology 
electronics to African dictators through front 
companies like "Intercontinental Technology;" a 
marketing firm Terpil had founded and directed as 
president. Intercontinental Technology was head- 
quartered in Washington to facilitate communications 
with the federal government and particularly the CIA, 
They operated three branch offices, one in London where 
most of the weapons were purchased; a second in 
Sunnyvale, California, the center of high technology in 
the U.S. and the third in Geneva, Switzerland, the 
company's banking center. Eventually, Terpil was 
accused of selling sensitive technology from Sunnyvale 
and weapons from England to Third World customers 
generally considered unfriendly to the United States. 
The day before he would have been arrested, Terpil was 
allowed to flee the United States and go into exile in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where he granted an interview to Tony 
Thomas, a reporter with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. The seventeen hours of taped interviews 
were edited into a ninety minute BBC documentary aired 
in the U.S. in January of 1982, under the title: 
Confessions of Frank Terpil: The Most Dangerous Man in 
the World. In the film, Terpil claimed that all of his 
activities, including his close personal relationship 
with Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, were with the full 
sanction of the CIA. As is standard operating 
procedure whenever one of their agents is exposed, the 
CIA disavowed any knowledge of Terpil's activities, 
claiming that he had not worked for the agency since 


they fired him in 1972. Actúa iy, followme mhis 
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jleged dismissal, Terpil purchased a luxurious home 
less than a mile from CIA headquarters in Langley, 
Virginia. After the interview, BBC reporter, Tony 
homas declared, "None of the evidence supports the 
that (Terpil) left the CIA and was cut off."36 
program's associate producer summarized Terpil's 


ns for granting the interview, 


Terpil believed he had informa- 
tion about some exceedingly dirty 
business related to runaway 
intelligence operations. I don't 
want to repeat those allegations 


without verification. 37? 


was generally accepted that Terpil was trying to 
information for immunity from prosecution but the 
lay deep in the BBC documentary -- Terpil did not 
information, he threatened to expose the CIA's 
isorship of Jonestown. Though the producer did not 
sat his allegations, he could not resist making 
rence to them in the film. Narrator Tony Thomas 
ribed how Terpil had related some of his other 
vities "off camera" and the film switched to a 
Ograph of Jonestown with the vat of poison in the 
ground and the piles of corpses behind. Terpil had 


gency could no longer ignore him or his legal 
lems. Their two choices were to relocate him or 
him. Either way, what happened next was only 
al. Even before the BBC documentary aired in the 
Terpil disappeared. The agency claimed he was 
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the kidnapping, there were no ransom demands, Terpil 
has not been seen since. His partner, Edmond Wilson, 
was captured and convicted as charged amid several 
untimely deaths of CIA agents scheduled to testify at 
his trial. Terpil was convicted in absentia. 

Frank Terpil may well provide yet another piece 
in the Jim Jones puzzle. According to the "Affidavit 
of Deborah Layton Blakey" and other sources, Jones 
often claimed to have connections with Idi Amin. 
Terpil did have a close relationship with the African 
dictator and since he supplied arms to both Jones and 
Amin, he may have been the conduit for their 
communications. 

The CIA, through their arms dealer, Frank 
Terpil, supplied Blakey with a large quantity of 
weapons and explosives smuggled into Jonestown in the 
early stages amid the personal possessions and farm 
machinery of the Peoples Temple pioneers. 

The mercenaries were shipped to Jonestown, 
trained, instructed and armed and then flown from the 
airstrip in Port Kaituma to Angola. What little air 
traffic control there is in Guyana is managed by the 
National Service that either ignored the unscheduled 
flights or assumed they were the comings and goings of 
the airport in Caracas, Venezuela. Though the 
mercenaries were kept in seclusion, the Guyanese 
residents do remember the two hundred khaki~clad Black 
Americans as they frequented Georgetown's bars and 
whorehouses while on leave from their assignment in the 
interior. By 1975, it was time for Blakey to disband 
his group and turn the encampment over to Jones for the 
second phase of the project. Prime Minister Forbes 
Burnham circulated rumors that the members of the 


Shalom Project were all criminals wanted by the 








agricultural project was a failure and a front for 


authorities in the United States. He claimed their 


growing marijuana that was then smuggled into the U.S. 


y boat. The Shalom Project may have grown marijuana 

















describe as the "hemp-smoking" rebels they we 


porting. It could also have been grown for prof 


illegal activities to finance their covert 
rations. Coincidentally, the state-of-the-art t 
logy in growing marijuana centers in Mendocino 
inty, California, where Blakey did his internship 
fore taking charge of the project. In any event, 
ime Minister Burnham deported the members of the 
alom Project who, along with Blakey, left Guyana, 
r America, but for Angola. 


The Civil War in Angola escalated soon afte 


ported that American Special Forces veterans had 
gained some of the mercenaries in secret camps in 
uth America but only one account named Jonestown 
2 such training center. New Solidarity reported 
eir December 5, 1978 issue, 


.-Reverend Jim Jones and the 
Peoples Temple were involved in 
illegal channelling of merce- 
naries into Angola to fight 
against the Angolan government in 
1975 and 76. The overall command 
was a mercenary deployment set-up 
and coordinated by Henry Kiss- 
inger and British Intelligence; 


the same forces behind the 


> whom the CIA's head of the Angolan Task Force would 


re 
it. 


would not have been the first time the CIA resorted 


ech- 


not 


r 


ikey and his troops arrived in Africa. It was widely 


as 


in 
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creation of Peoples Temple and 
its eventual establishment in 


Guyana. 38 


Attempts to contact the reporter who wrote the article 
have produced nothing but late night, threatening phone 
calls. It is strongly advised that anyone looking into 
this aspect of the story exercise extreme caution as, 
in some circles, Blakey's work in Jonestown is 
apparently a very touchy subject. 

Blakey left Angola and returned to Jonestown in 
1977 or 1978. Jones had since moved his congregation 
there to further develop the community that Blakey had 
rough hewn from Guyana's jungle interior. Blakey 
resumed his duties as the Peoples Temple sea captain 
and admiral of their fleet of ocean going ships. Most 
of the new Jonestown residents were civilians but Jones 
did retain several dozen Special Forces veterans as his 
security staff. Among them was Odell Rhodes who, like 
the other Jonestown guards, was allowed to escape the 
massacre. 

Phil Blakey played one last role in the final 
hours of Jonestown. He had anchored one of the 
Temple's ships at the Port of Spain in Trinidad where 
he remained during the murder-suicide rite. When it 
was over, Jim Jones radioed Blakey to pick up both him 
and his guards at the mouth of the Waini Rivers about 
thirty miles north of Jonestown. The uncoded radio 
message was a diversion. The ship was impounded by the 
authorities who briefly detained Blakey for questioning 
while they searched for Jones at the mouth of the Waini 
River not realizing that was exactly what Jones wanted 
them to do as he escaped westward overland to 


Venezuela. Phil Blakey was released since he had 








parently not committed any crimes. His present 
whereabouts are unknown. 
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Thomas Nutter Layton 
As the eldest, Thomas was the first of the 
ton children to leave home, departing in the Spring 
962 to study archeology at the University of 
ifornia in Davis. After four years in Davis, he 
duated and enrolled at Harvard in a graduate program 
anthropology. What with school and field studies 
fer, Thomas was removed from the family and their 
‘olvement with Jim Jones. He was being held in 
serve for, like the other Layton children, Thomas had 
50 been given an assignment with the Peoples Temple. 
cording to his own report, 


At that point in Tom's career, he 
was considering moving from 
archeology to cultural anthro- 
pology. One way to establish 
himself as a cultural anthro- 
pologist would be to write an 
ethnography. ‘And what better 
candidate for the ethnography,' 
as Tom recalls the idea, ‘than 
the strange, utopian, *inter- 
racial, and apparently vital 
Peoples Temple. '39 


In early 1970, soon after Thomas left Harvard, 
fisited Jim Jones in Redwood Valley to pursue his 
rest in writing an ethnography of the Peoples 


le. According to Thomas, in this one and only 
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meeting, Jones was polite but stand-offish, making him 
feel unwelcome at the Temple, but he left the meeting 
still wanting to write about the group. For the next 
eleven years, Thomas gathered data for his research. 
What, if anything, happened to his ethnography is not 
known. Certainly, if it was finished, it would have 
been given to the CIA, classified top secret and never 
published. What Thomas did publish was a by-product of 
his research he co-authored with Min Yee entitled In My 
Father's House: The Story of The Layton Family and the 
Reverend Jim Jones. The book was a defense of his 
family's involvement and, by his own admission, was 
intended to pay some of his brother Larry's legal 
bills. In My Father's House is sufficiently accurate 
in relating the who, what, when, and where of the story 
to provide many useful references in this chapter. But 
like other books on Jonestown, the how and why of the 
story had to be discounted for reasons that vary from 
subjective viewpoints to family bias to deliberate 
cover-up. Even Thomas admits to falsifying information 
by changing the names of several characters for 
“considerations of privacy." In this case, privacy is 
protection. 

There is one very odd thread that runs through 
Thomas' entire book. In dozens of instances he implies 
or outright reports that every member of the Layton 
family is a homosexual. His references are not 
restricted to general descriptions of the meek, passive 
men or the aggressive, arrogant women in the family. 
Thomas wrote far out of the basic story to give 
specific accounts of his accusations. He described his 
father as a man who was raised as a girl, complete with 
girl's clothes and bobbed hair, who matured with little 


or no interest in women. Of his mother, Lisa, he 
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Everyone was homosexual, she 
learned, so she admitted to 
Annalisa that she had probably 
been homosexual all her life. 

She asked Annalisa if she thought 
Tom was homosexual, adding, "Some 
of my best friends are, you 

know. "40 









ven published a letter Deborah had written to Phil 
sey that was never mailed, but apparently saved, in 
she wrote, 


Does homosexuality bother you and 
make you feel incapable? I love 
you Phil. I am sorry if I sound 
crazy, but I must know for the 
sake of our relationship. My 
life depends on your honesty with 
me. God forgive me if I ama 
bitch.41 


gh the concept of an entire family of homosexuals 
Intrary to the accepted theory that sexual 

rence is not a matter of heredity, the basic 

bion is not whether the Layton family is homosexual 
hy Thomas would go so far to imply that they are. 
treatment of the subject, though strange, is 

SuSly deliberate and since his work was a defense 
Laytons' involvement in the Peoples Temple, his 
ences to homosexuality might well be part of that 


se. If the underlying conspiracy was uncovered, 
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the fault might be directed, not to the CIA, but to 
some secret homosexual society. Also, Lisa's Jewish 
cover was rather flimsy and if exposed as a fake, 
homosexuality would provide a second logical reason for 
her need to escape Nazi Germany. And then again, 
Thomas' repeated references may be based in fact. 
Thomas' contribution was that of a once-removed 
chronicler and unblemished champion of the Layton 
family. He was last reported to be a professor of 
archeology at San Jose State University. He never 
married; heeding the advice of his father, who once 
told him, “He who takes a wife and raises a family 


gives hostages to fate.'"42 
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Dr. Laurence Laird Layton 

Dr. Layton enjoyed an international reputation 
as an accomplished scientist whose expertise was sought 
by such prestigious institutions as Oxford and 
Cambridge but his fame was based largely on his 
achievement prior to 1957 in the first half of his 
career. From 1957 until 1978, his work at the 
Department of Agriculture's Western Regional Research 
Laboratory produced few published results, as Dr. 
Layton was concentrating on the top secret Jonestown 
experiment that would be the culmination of his life's 
work in devising new ways to kill people. 

The Jonestown experiment was conceived by Dr. 
Layton, staffed by Dr. Layton and financed by Dr. 
Layton. It was as much his project as it was Jim 
Jones'. Though it was essential for him to remain in 
the background for security reasons, Dr. Layton 
maintained contact with and even control of the 


experiment through his wife and children. Communi- 
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ations were sometimes quite unorthodox as was the case 
‘of Joe Ajax. Ajax, described by the family as an old 
friend and colleague from Dr. Layton's days as the 

jef of Chemical Warfare, monitored Jonestown's radio 
munications throughout 1977 and 1978. On at least 

. occasion he reportedly linked two radio 

nsmitters together for a high-powered illegal 
adcast to Jonestown in order to speak with Lisa. 

1 asked Ajax if he remembered how she had once 

ped him recover from an illness by prescribing "an 
1 German remedy." This and other such cryptic 

ssages were forwarded on to Dr. Layton. 

In the aftermath of Jonestown, the CIA produced 
ast amount of media propaganda to mask Dr. Layton's 
an the experiment. In the eastern press, the New 
k Times carried an in-depth, front page article 
sitled, "The Layton Family Tragedy: From Hitler's 
many to Jim Jones' commune" in which Dr. Layton was 
rtrayed as an innocent victim of the crazed Jim 

es. The Laytons were described as having "a proud 
ily tradition of Quaker nonviolence". Considering 
Layton's contributions to warfare and mass 
truction, it is ludicrous to refer to his family as 
Violent, but such was the extreme effort necessary 
conceal the extreme truth. On the West Coast, a 
ilar article entitled, "How the Temple Shattered a 
ily", appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle, in 

h was written, "It is the story of a pacific Quaker 
ily, reared in the scientific tradition of father 


‘ence, a noted molecular biologist and chemist." 


Ildered by what had befallen his family. Of 
ticular interest is his opening remarks to the 


Micle's reporter, in which he said, "I cry easily. 
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I wept every time I read about Patty Hearst. I 
thought, 'There but for the grace of God go I’ and then 
it all happened to me.'43 The quotes from the San 


Francisco Chronicle are interesting as Dr. Layton was 


neither sensitive nor religious; he was a hardened, 
godless man who earned his living inventing new 
techniques to kill people en masse. His reference to 
Patty Hearst is significant when one considers evidence 
presented elsewhere in this work that strongly 
indicates that Jim Jones was instrumental in her 
kidnapping. It is possible that this was a threat to 
expose the CIA's kidnapping of Hearst in case the 
agency was contemplating terminating Dr. Layton as the 
ultimate means of covering up their sponsorship of 
Jonestown. 

What motivated Dr. Layton to subject his wife 
and children to such a dangerous project that he 
obviously knew would end in disaster? There are 
several possible explanations. First, the Peoples 
Temple was good to the Laytons who lived a more 
affluent life under Jim Jones than they had known 
before. So it was not as if they had to sacrifice to 
participate. During Larry's ten year involvement, he 
never held a paying job because his father and the 
Temple supported him financially. Likewise Deborah 
never worked. Whereas Larry may have to serve a few 
years in jail for his part, Deborah emerged from her 
experience undaunted and presumably very wealthy. 
Also, the CIA often blackmails their operatives to 
force them to do things that they would not ordinarily 
do on their own. Whether sanctioned by CIA 
headquarters or not, the Laytons were blackmailed; at 
least by Jones. Finally, any attempt to justify Dr. 


Layton's actions must consider an affliction he shares 
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ith most scientific specialists--tunnel vision. Dr. 
Layton was blinded by his straight-forward, head-strong 
ursuit of science. 
OCI II GIGI a aC ak a ac ak ake ak ak 


Lisa Philip Layton 
Lisa was first introduced to Jim Jones in the 
. 1960's through her son Larry and her close 
mds, the Moores and later, through her daughter, 
rah. But, according to family reports, she did not 
1 the Peoples Temple until early in 1973. Jim Jones 
imed to know all about her life in Germany and her 
2 with Dr. Layton and reportedly encouraged her to 
her husband, which she did on September 3rd, 

She moved into the posh Watergate Apartment 
plex on the Berkeley waterfront that was furnished 
financed by her husband. Two months later she 
for a divorce. Jones provided her with a good 
yer who set out to strip as much wealth from Dr. 
con as legally possible. He had to sell the 
ily's home in Berkeley and liquidate the bulk of his 
its which he gave to Lisa who, in turn, gave them to 
Jones. Following the Jonestown massacre, Dr. 


on Said of his financial support of the project, 


Counting the automobiles, the 
stock, and the art, it must be 
$250,000 worth of things gone. I 
didn't give it to him (Jim 
Jones). I gave it to my 
children. Even my stethoscope 
disappeared with that crowd 


around here. 
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Lisa gave everything to Jones, even an etching signed 
by Albert Einstein; a memento from her ex-husband's 
days in the Manhattan Project. Her total financial 
contribution to the Jonestown project will never be 
known but it was more than a quarter of a million 
dollars as, even according to Dr. Layton, "...she had 
‘some secret accounts of her own' that apparently 
contained money from her father."44 For years Hugo 
Philip had been sending Lisa money from Germany, which 
supports the theory that the Philips' family fortune 
was not lost during World War II. Not only was Hugo 
financially well off in Germany but he was able to send 
money to Lisa who by U.S. standards was herself 
wealthy. 

Lisa arrived in Jonestown with her daughter, 
Deborah, on December 14, 1977, just eleven months 
before the massacre. She was well received and 
comfortably accommodated in the cabin of Jones' wife 
Marceline. Jones, himself, lived with his mistresses 
in a cabin on the other side of the community. Lisa 
then moved into what would become the guest house where 
visiting dignitaries, like Congressman Ryan, were 
lodged. At first she lived there alone but then 
invited an elderly Black woman to move in with her. 
The woman was dying of lung cancer and, as we will see; 
provided Lisa the means to escape. 

Lisa's stay in Jonestown was at worst an 
adventuresome safari. Jones was well aware that Lisa 
was a Nazi who had left Germany under a fake Jewish 
cover. It was their ongoing private joke. Jones would 
encourage her to admit to being, what he termed, "A 
Jewish Nigger" and the two would share a laugh that no 
one ever quite understood. Lisa had few duties in 


Jonestown. She oversaw the experiment through the 
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idical center but all had been predetermined and there 
was little for her to do. She tutored Jones and a 
select group in the German language as was the premise 
@ her initial introduction to Dr. Layton years 

lier. She also helped Jones with his propaganda by 
fing a story about being a Jew in Nazi Germany. She 
d it to the Black congregation on several occasions, 
which Jones would reinforce his prediction that 
next group to suffer Nazi persecution would be the 
Americans and the only place on earth where they 
ld avoid the second holocaust was in Jonestown, 

ər his protection. It was wonderful theater. 

Lisa spent most of 1978 writing farewell 

ters to her family; letters that survived, some to 
published. The general Jonestown population was not 
rmitted to correspond with family members in the 

ates, which attests to Lisa's privileged position in 

' Organization. In March, she wrote to Dr. Layton, 


I am working in our medical 
department part time. Having 
plenty of time to rest. We are 
expecting our X-ray equipment to 
arrive shortly. One of our older 
members here is an X-ray 


technician.45 


letters were very cryptic, the “older member" 
referred to was actually their son Larry, the older 
heir two children in the Temple. Certainly Dr. 

was well aware that Larry had just graduated 

his training as an X-ray technician, after all, he 
aid his son's tuition. Larry had just purchased a 


ble X-ray machine and was busy packing his bags 
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for Guyana. Both Lisa and Dr. Layton knew it was Larry 
who was bringing the equipment to Jonestown, yet Lisa 
would not mention his name and for good reason. The 
sole purpose of Larry's training and the machine was to 
help in Lisa's ultimate escape. 

In May, Deborah left Jonestown, for the first 
leg of her feigned defection from the Peoples Temple. 
As they parted Lisa said tearfully to her daughter, 
"I'll probably never see you again", 46 

After Deborah fled Guyana on a flight to 
Washington, Lisa radioed a formal statement to the 
press in California in which she accused Deborah of 
stealing money from the Temple to support her drug 
addiction. She also said her ex-husband was anti- 
Semitic. More good theater. In one motion she helped 
Dr. Layton and Deborah to disassociate themselves from 
the Peoples Temple while reaffirming her old Jewish 
cover in preparation for the second great escape of her 
life. 

The CIA kept in close communication with the 
Laytons during their stay in Jonestown through their 
legal agent Richard McCoy, a U.S. Embassy official in 
Guyana. It was McCoy who escorted Deborah to 
Washington, it was McCoy whom the State Department 
instructed to visit Lisa in Jonestown, ascertain her 
welfare and offer her a plane ticket back to the United 
States, if she so desired. 

Lisa's escape plan began in San Francisco in 
August of 1977, one month after Jones had left for 
Guyana. She started to complain of chest pains and a 
chronic cough. Deborah took her to Kaiser Hospital 
where X-rays were taken and a bronchoscopy was 
performed. The tests for cancer were reportedly 


positive and Lisa was scheduled for surgery to have 4 
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portion of her left lung removed. As an operating room 
‘technician, Deborah remained with her mother throughout 
operation. 

It was not chance that brought Lisa to Kaiser 
pital but the CIA's health insurance plan. In the 
t, the agency had security problems with the 

ndard Blue Cross insurance as every time their 

ats filed a claim, the hospital personnel were 

rted to the fact that this person was in the employ 
the CIA. To tighten security, the agency changed 

ir employee's health plan from Blue Cross to Kaiser 
a whom they arranged a system by which their agents 
ld utilize the benefit without divulging their 
Ociation with the CIA. There were tens of thousands 
Operatives covered by the plan so, considering the 
nancial windfall Kaiser received under the agreement, 
is not surprising that they would want to cooperate 
h the agency in any way possible. 

Immediately upon her release from the hospital, 
a moved in with Deborah at the Temple's headquarters 
an Francisco, where she prepared to depart for 
estown. 

On March 28, Lisa wrote from Jonestown to her 
hter, Annalisa, "A few weeks ago I caught on to the 
t that my cancer has metastasized into the hyler 
nodes, which also were removed (it said so in the 
rt from Kaiser which I carried with me to give to 

y Schacht).4? She wrote again on June 4, "It 

ly was good to see Larry. He and our portable X- 
equipment arrived just about the same time and he 
been taking a lot of X- rays since his arrival. 
urely knows what he is doing. "48 Larry surely 
know what he was doing. He took X-rays of both 


and her terminally ill roommate and put Lisa's 





name on her roommate's film. In early July, Lisa lef; 
Jonestown, carrying a phony report from Jonestown's Dr. 
Schacht and the misidentified X-rays from Larry to the 
hospital in Georgetown where she rested for one month, 
accompanied by her daughter-in-law, Larry's wife, 
Karen. It was widely accepted that the Jonestown 
medical clinic was far superior to the hospital in 
Georgetown that had little else to offer Lisa except, 
perhaps, to incorporate her false medical record into 
their files. While in the hospital Lisa received no 
medication, no treatment, no surgery, only rest. It 
was a pleasant one month vacation in which Karen read 
to Lisa and wrote memos to Jim Jones about her alleged 
deteriorating condition that conveniently survived the 
carnage. 

Lisa returned to Jonestown in August and 
immediately initiated the next phase of her escape. 
Jones ordered his wife, Marceline, to secure a sputum 
specimen from Lisa's roommate which he labelled 
"Henderson" and sent to Jean Brown in San Francisco via 
Temple attorney Charles Garry. Brown forwarded the 
specimen to Jones' long time friend and business 
partner, Dr. Carlton Goodett, for analysis. Jones' 
radio code name was Henderson Hill, Mr. Hill or just 
Henderson. Dr. Goodett reported that Henderson 
suffered from "a fungus infection of the lungs." 


According to Temple Attorney Mark Lane, 


Jean Brown, Garry and others knew 
that the code name "Henderson" 
meant Jim Jones. Now they had 
proof that Jones was very ill and 
that he had taken steps, 


including the use of a code name, 





101 


so that his followers would not 





be burdened with the news of his 
illness. In reality, he had 
planned the charade to give both 
of these impressions. He was 
satisfied with the effectiveness 
of his little scheme but angered 
by the inability of the doctor to 
diagnose terminal cancer cor- 


rectly.49 



















nes deliberately told Mark Lane that the specimen was 
Isely identified as his when it was really from Lisa 
yton whom he claimed was dying of cancer. His true 
tives for this little charade are not important, but 
is confession to helping to falsify Lisa's medical 
scords is important. 

Other Temple members helped in the charade by 
forming Dr. Layton and others in California that Lisa 
iffered from terminal cancer. Annalisa helped by 
iving Congressman Ryan a letter he was to hand-deliver 
(Lisa, giving him the impression that the Laytons 
lieved she was still living in Jonestown. When Ryan 
rived, Lisa was not to be found. Eventually, Grace 
oen announced that Lisa had died on October 30, just 
ghteen days before the massacre. Presumably, she was 
fied in Jonestown. No attempt was made to identify 
retrieve her body. No one had been informed of her 
ith. Larry would later defend his participation in 

' assault team that killed Congressman Ryan as being 
esult of the drugs he was given to counteract the 
Iression he felt ever since the death of his mother. 
Ortedly, Dr. Layton has never accepted that his ex- 
is dead, and rightfully so as she escaped. 
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As of this writing, Lisa Layton is alive. She 
may have escaped the carnage with Phil Blakey who 
departed Jonestown for Trinidad within a few days of 
her alleged death. Her present whereabouts are not 
known. She may be with Jim Jones who also escaped or 
perhaps with her father who, on last report, was still 
alive in Germany. If there is a retirement home for 
former Nazi spies, Lisa has certainly earned a place 
and a pension. The life of this matriarch of the 
Layton family is important as it bridges the gap 
between the Crystal Night and the White Night. 
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IIl FROM THE CRADLE TO THE COMPANY 


Lynetta Putnam was born on April 16, 1902 ina 
settIement on the Wabash River in Southwestern 











ana though this cannot be confirmed as all records 
her birth have been lost. Little is known of 
stta's early life. Reports are vague and sometimes 
radictory but it is known that she was a breed 

t from others of her generation. As her 
emporaries enjoyed the frivolity of the Roaring 
ties, Lynetta pursued a college degree with a 
strong aggression that was her predominant trait. 
attended Jonesboro Agricultural College in 

isas, followed by two years at Lockyear Business 
ese. Though she was better educated than most men 
-~ time, Lynetta abandoned plans for a career in 
ess for a short-lived stay in the field of 
Opology. Not content to be an “armchair 
opologist"” and determined to prove she was as 

le as any male counterpart, she aspired to study 
tive Black African tribes. She worked hard and 
ream came true when, still in her mid-twenties, 
eiea to a tiny African village. Had she 


this career, Lynetta may have reached the 
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prominence of Margaret Mead or one of her other, more 
successful, colleagues; but Lynetta had yet another 
calling. As she lay sleeping in an African hut, a 
recurring dream beckoned her to return to the United 
States. In the dream, her deceased mother advised her 
to marry as she was destined to bear a son; a meSSiah 
who would right the wrongs of the world. Perhaps the 
dream was only a manifestation of some deep fear that 
she was growing too old to bear children but, 
regardless, Lynetta left Africa and returned to Indiana 
to marry a most unlikely mate, James Thurmond Jones, a 
semi-invalid, sixteen years her senior. He was forty- 
three, she was twenty-seven. 

James T. Jones, a resident of the east Indiana 
hamlet of Crete, came from a family of Quakers. While 
serving in France during World War I, he was a casualty 
of chemical warfare. Mustard gas had scarred his lungs 
for life. He worked, when he was able, on farm, road 
and railroad crews but he spent most of his time alone 
in his house or at the local Veteran's Administration 
Hospital as even the slightest exertion would leave him 
breathless. By most accounts, he was an uneducated, 
ill-mannered, bad tempered loner and a known member of 
the Ku Klux Klan. His position in the KKK may have 
been of some Significance as the organization's 
national headquarters was only seventy miles away in 
Indianapolis. 

So the aggressive, well-educated anthropologist 
gave up her work in Africa to marry and help support a 
semi-invalid pensioner sixteen years her senior, whose 
only interest in society was his involvement in the 
racist Ku Kiux Klan. It would appear that the marriagé& 
was a terrible mismatch. Actually, James and Lynetta 


shared only two things in common; their interest in the 
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ack race and their only son, born May 13, 1931, James 
ren Jones. It would seem that the child's destiny 
is set at birth. 

Crete, Indiana was no more than six dilapidated 
mouses Surrounding a grain elevator owned by 

ta's foster grandfather and surrogate father, 
Parker. The newlyweds farmed a small plot of 
that was probably a gift from Parker whom Lynetta 
ibed a being "generous to a fault." 

rtunately, the produce they grew and James' 

led veteran's pension were not sufficient to 

Ort the family. It was the height of the 

ession, Parker lost his extensive grain holdings 
could no longer help support his granddaughter. 
etta was forced to get a job but the nearest 
loyment opportunities were five miles west in the 
ll town of Lynn. James' father was also in Lynn as 
the nearest school system; a consideration as 

itle Jim" approached school age. James sold the 

l and the Joneses moved to Lynn, where the local 
ispeople met a not-so-typical family. No one in 
“nor in the remaining residents of Crete would 
mber Lynetta's pregnancy or the event that was 
described as the birth of the anti-Christ. 

In Lynn, Big Jim spent most of his days in the 
hall or at home, listening to the Cincinnati Reds 
on the radio or just sleeping. His nights were a 
ure of KKK business and his duties as "Night 

hali"; a title that, along with a gun, had been 
owed upon him by the town fathers. Almost everyone 
jed Big Jim. Lynetta was never accepted by the 

i women. She was the bread-winner in her family, 
the bread-baker. She was too aggressive, too 


a, nearly masculine in her dress and manner. She 
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enjoyed taunting the neighbor wives by rolling her own 
cigarettes and defiantly puffing as she passed the 
appalled spectators. Above all, she was known for her 
foul disposition and abusive language. Lynetta could 
swear better than any man in town. Little Jim was 
different too. His head of thick blue-black hair stood 
out in a community populated by blond Germans, most of 
whom worked in the town's predominant industry: 
casketmaking. There was talk that Lynetta was part 
American Indian or that the child's true father was a 
Black man. One surviving account contends that Lynetta 
was married, not at age twenty-seven, but age twenty 
nine. She turned twenty-nine one month before 
delivering Little Jim. Though just small town gossip, 
the accusations might have been serious in Lynn where 
it was the unwritten law that Blacks, Indians and 
Catholics were not welcomed. To this day, that part of 
the country is still extremely racist. A common sight 
along the highway are billboards proclaiming the 
righteousness of the Ku Klux Klan and the popular 
slogan, “Nigger don't let the sun set on you here." 
When the sun did set, it was the night marshall's job 
to enforce the unwritten law. Big Jim did his duty and 
Little Jim was twelve years old before he even saw a 
Black person. 

Little Jim completed his first eleven years of 
education at the Washington Township School where his 
teachers remember him as a bright but devilish 
organizer with a foul mouth, no doubt inherited from 
his mother. Lynetta's exampie was not all bad. She 
had taught little Jim not only how to read but to read. 
By the third grade he was signing out books from the 
library that were intended for high school students. 


He was rarely seen without a book in his hand and it 
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as not just for show. Even in grammar school, it was 
said that he was more knowledgeable than some of his 
ichers. Medicine, psychology and Nazi Germany were 
| favorite subjects. Though his IQ score was well 

e average at 120, Jim's grades were not 

tanding. School work bored him, while the world he 
overed in books urged him on to bigger things. 

at this early age, he was more of an adult than a 
Lynetta had worked in a variety of odd jobs 
ore settling on a position in an auto/aircraft 

ine assembly plant twenty miles south in Richmond. 
she was gone for most of the day and Big Jim was 
pDlutely no help, Little Jim was sent to a neighbor 
han who babysat the child after school. It has been 
that Jim was raised as a Methodist but neither 
etta nor Big Jim attended any church. It was the 
ghbor woman, Mrs. Myrtle Kennedy, who instilled a 
religious belief in the boy or at least that is 
t Jim would later say about his "second mother." 
Wally, Jim was never intrigued by Mrs. Kennedy's 

le stories as much as he was intrigued with the 

ir religion exerted over her. He wondered why she 
ited her time to teach Bible classes at the 

odist Church or why her husband gave up his 

ends to help maintain the church property. Jim 
ned his lessons, but he learned more about people 
he did about the Bible. During this period he 

to indiscriminately tour the local churches. He 
be seen with the Methodists or the Quakers or the 
renes, or the Disciples of Christ or the 
ecostalists. The wife of the local Pentecostal 
ster befriended Little Jim and he was often seen at 


home, reading the Bible and practicing what she saw 
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as his tremendous talent as a preacher. Jim's 
childhood was spent studying religion from every 
possible angle. 

Little Jim conducted his first "pretend church" 
in the loft of a carriage house in his back yard. He 
would gather together the neighborhood children and 
officiate at services that were a combination science 
fair and revival. Jim sat, like a judge, in the only 
chair while the others gathered round the table to 
examine a slide in his microscope or the chicken to 
which he had tried to graft a duck's leg. Sometimes he 
preached from the Bible, sometimes he helped them with 
their homework or conducted funerals for their deceased 
pets, some of which he had killed just to create the 
services in which he would be in charge. A neighbor, 
at the time, later recalled Little Jim's "pretend 
church," 


He would preach a good sermon. I 
remember working about two 
hundred feet from the Jones 
place. He would have about ten 
youngsters in there, and he would 
put them through their paces... 
line them up and make them march. 
He'd hit them with a stick and 
they'd scream and cry. I used to 
say, ‘What's wrong with those 
other kids, putting up with it?' 
But they'd come back to play with 
him the next day. He had some 
kind of magnetism. I told my 


wife, 'You know he's either going 
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to do a lot of good or he's going 
to end up like Hitler.'!99 





















Hitler could hardly have escaped the attention 

she German population of Lynn in the late thirties 
could he be a stranger to the impressionable young 
who studied Nazi Germany before the war. Little 
often mimicked Hitler, slicking his hair to one 

and awaiting the “Heil, Hitler" password that 

d admit a playmate into the loft. Other times, he 
> a white, hooded robe, like his father's KKK outfit 
unlike his father, Little Jim would parade in his 





ume during the light of day. There has never been 

evidence to suggest a local Nazi Party influence on 

her Big or Little Jim, but there is no doubt that 

tle Jim embraced the Nazi philosophy, at. least from 

istance. It was more than just play. He studied 

understood the Nazis. Understanding world 

tics, even having an interest in the subject is 

emely rare for a little boy and though he was an 

in many ways, Little Jim was only just a boy. 
The Joneses never had much money. There was 

Big Jim's pension and Lynetta's pay from the 

ry that had since shifted operations to fill 

ise contracts during World War II. Between the two 

es they were able to raise Little Jim whose 

hood was at least indirectly financed by the War 

tment. Big Jim's brother, Bill, tried to help. He 

with the Joneses until he reportedly fell to his 

from the G Street Bridge in Richmond. Years 
Lynetta would claim that Uncle Bill had been 

Bed. 

Soon after the war, toward the end of Jim's 


year in high school, Lynetta and Big Jim 
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separated. They never had much of a marriage. They 
had always slept in separate beds, some said due to Big 
Jim's coughing spells but moreover theirs was but a 
marriage of convenience held together and perhaps even 
prompted by the sake of the child Jim. Now that he was 
close to finishing school and capable of earning a 
living, there was no further need for the charade. Big 
Jim moved into a room at the Waldon Hotel in Lynn where 
he died three years later. Lynetta and son moved to 
Richmond where Jim enrolled as a senior at Richmond 
High School and accepted a full time position as an 
orderly at Reid Memorial Mental Hospital. After a year 
as both a full time student and orderly, Jim graduated 
in mid-semester and the announcement in the Richmond 
High Year Book attests to his interest in medicine, 
"Jim's six syllable medical vocabulary astounds us 
all." While working at Reid Memorial, Jim met 
Marceline Baldwin, a nurse four years older than he, 
who had graduated from a federally-funded program to 
work at the hospital. Marceline and her roommate, 
Evelyn Eadler, were often seen in the company of young 
Jones in Richmond's coffee shops and movie theaters. 
On June 12, 1949, soon after his graduation, Jim and 
Marceline were married in a double ceremony with 
Marceline's sister and her groom. Evelyn Eadler was 
the maid of honor. The brides' father, Walter Baldwin, 
was a respected Republican city council member and the 
wedding, held at the Methodist church where he was 
known as an elder, was attended by the mayor and the 
city fathers of Richmond. Immediately following the 
ceremony, without so much as a honeymoon evening, the 
newlyweds moved to Bloomington where Jim had enrolled 
in Indiana University as a business major. He had been 


rooming with a student who later remembered him as 
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maladjusted; " an embarrassment who was generally 
ignored by the other students. Jim continued his 
studies while Marceline supported the couple, working 
ghts in surgery in the hospital across the street 

m their one room apartment. She spent her days 

ing care of their home and studying for her 
dentials in nursing education. After completing 

ee Semesters on the Bloomington campus, Jones 

ided to change his major to the social services and 
=> to Indianapolis to pursue a law degree. This was 
Titical point in Jim's (or any other young man's) 
when thoughts of the future encouraged him to set 
ourse. Instead of concentrating on one of his 
erests, Jim decided to pursue them all in a unique 
reer. He would combine his interest in science, 
dicine, religion, business, social services and law 
become a faith healing preacher. There were many 

h evangelists but none who were as intelligent, 
ented or knowledgeable as Jim Jones. It will never 
known whether the sum total of his interests and 
Srience dictated his career choice or the career 

ice had guided him through the various experiences 
the way to a pre-determined goal. It suffices to say 
Vas perfect for the job. Jones saw more than just 
Cadillacs, flashy clothes, power, money, religious 
pies and the other benefits of the occupation. 

his background in science and medicine, he knew 
the experts have since discovered; the power of 
Spirit to heal the body. Jones was well ahead of 
times as this holistic approach to medicine would 
be accepted until years later through the combined 
rts of scientists and evangelists, such as 

ident Carter's sister, Ruth Carter Stapleton. Most 
ynes's faith healings were faked stage shows but 
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that should not discount his desire and ability to 
study the subject from a scientific point of view. 

Ronnie Baldwin, Marceline's ten-year-old 
cousin, came to live with the Joneses in their small 
apartment behind the Shriner's Temple in Indianapolis, 
Ronnie had been remanded to a foster care home after 
the untimely death of his father. His mother, it was 
said, was "incapable" of caring for the boy. Ronnie 
would remain with the Joneses for about a year during 
which time Jim used the boy to create the image that he 
was a family man which helped to dispel some of the 
suspicion associated with being the only White face in 
a Black crowd. Since Marceline supported the family, 
Jim was free to attend classes, lectures and church 
services. He attended Black church services with young 
Ronnie who, after a year of being dragged from one 
Black church to another was only too glad to move back 
with his mother. Jones studied the various techniques 
of Black ministers and preachers while attending Butler 
University part time. It would take him ten years to 
earn a bachelor's degree in education. 

Jones helped supplement Marceline's income by 
working part time as a night watchman. Like his father 
he carried a revolver and like his father he carried it 
to enforce law and order which, considering the place 
and time, carried with it an extreme prejudice against 
communists and Blacks. On one occasion, he and Ronnie, 
hand-in-hand, attended a lecture on communism that he 
promptly left after being told the meeting was under 
surveillance by the FBI. It was the McCarthy Era and 
there were many such communist witchhunts, especially 
in right-wing, KKK country like Indianapolis. 
Considering his later work, the incident raises a 


question as to whether Jones was afraid of being spied 
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on or afraid of being exposed as a spy. The incident, 
which occurred in 1952, may well be the first recorded 
report of Jim Jones' work for government intelligence. 
In June of 1952, Jones officially entered the 















istry when he accepted a position as student pastor 
Somerset Methodist Church in a poor, White 
ghborhood of Indianapolis. He studied for the 
hodist ministry and preached a doctrine of racial 
ality that alienated the exclusively White 
iregation but attracted new Black parishioners to 

e services. He had met many Black church-goers while 
ring the Negro houses of worship with young Ronnie. 
invited all to come and hear him preach at Somerset. 
iy did and the conservative church elders asked Jones 
resign. He did. 

Meanwhile, Jones had been establishing a name 
himself at church conventions in Columbus and 
troit. Even under the scrutiny of fellow preachers, 
Stole the show. He was a spell-binding orator with 
Particular talent to "discern"; a popular 
Vivalist's trick. Jones would call out the names of 
rious people in the audience and discern some secret 
out them. He would reveal their phone number or some 
ical complaint or past illness. The subject would 
forward and the young preacher would pray for them 
with a slap on the forehead, they would "fall 
"> a phenomenon that is a combination of emotional 
arload and a severe blow to the head. Some would 
immediately, brush themselves off, and return to 
fir pew, while others would lie on the floor for 
Ts, quietly or in convulsions. 

Following the theatrics, the collection plate 
id be passed through the faithful. All the ministry 


that discerning is a hoax but they admired Jones' 
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skill, his style of showmanship and extraordinary 
memory to say nothing of the professional detective 
work it required to gain the discerned information 
without the subject's knowledge. Jones was great. He 
could repeat social security, insurance policy, and 
driver's license numbers for dozens of people, all from 
memory. Never once in his career did he speak from 
notes. Perhaps his success was due in part to his 
access to government files. 

While researching the discerned information, 
occasionally, Jones would discover that the subject had 
recently complained of some ailment. A prime example 
was the elderly, somewhat feeble, Black woman who had 
complained to a doctor about a sore throat. The 
information may have come from the doctor's office or 
the pharmacy or from Marceline at the local hospital 
but, in any event, Jones would call out her name during 
the services and discern something that impressed the 
congregation. He would then claim that through the 
divine intervention of the Holy Spirit he had a 
revelation that she had cancer of the throat. 
Religious fanaticism aside, the subject would tend to 
believe him, especially in the wake of her recent 
complaint and his uncanny knowledge of information 
contained in the most personal files. She would come 
forward and Jones or Marceline or some other Caucasian 
aide would force their fingers down the subject's 
throat until she choked and gagged. Through slight of 
hand they would emerge from the clutch with the 
"cancer"; a spoiled chicken liver dripping with blood 
from a concealed capsule. It was all very authentic, 
even the blood was real, having been drawn from Jones 
or an aide prior to the show. Cancer passings were 


common practice. In addition to throat cancer, there 
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Was a rectal passing as well but, like the violence in 
a Greek play, it was performed off stage and left to 
the audience's imagination. 
Jones worked his Black congregation into such a 
y that each healing was an outburst of emotion that 
ttrified the air. Of course the collection plate 
circulated immediately. The money was counted in a 
k room while things calmed down on stage. An aide 
Id whisper the total to Jones in the pulpit who 
Id select another subject, pass another cancer and 
Ss another collection plate. The series would 
itinue, sometimes for several hours, until the total 
ations equalled the estimated total contents of 
fir pockets. 
Many of the faith healings were performed on 
i by the preacher's assistants in disguise, 
pecially when Jones took his show on the road to Ohio 
re the locals were less likely to recognize the 
Omplice. The most convincing healings were those in 
ch the subject was an innocent believer. Their 
ntaneous emotion was far more effective than 
thing that could be staged. 

After being forced out of Somerset Methodist in 
a Jones rented an abandoned church building in a 
‘neighborhood of Indianapolis. He dubbed his first 
mess the "Community Unity" and, as the name 
fies, it was more of a social services office than a 
"ch. He had conducted services in the loft as a 
d and in borrowed churches, on street corners and 
ackyards since, but now he had a pulpit of his own. 
Community Unity defies description. Even though 
worshipped there on Sunday, it was not a church, 


aS not recognized by any denomination nor was Jones 





116 





an ordained minister; he would not be for another eight 
years. The Community Unity defies description. 

No one would argue with the fact that Jones was 
a brilliant religious showman, whose talent in the 
pulpit could have been successful with any demographic, 
but Jones never tried to recruit wealthy Caucasians; he 
wanted an exclusively Black congregation. By almost 
all accounts, his congregation was both Black and White 
(and later Native American) but this multi-racial image 
is simply not true. His organization resembled the 
caste system of ancient Egypt. The capstone at the 
peak of the pyramid was the pharaoh, everything and 
everyone else existed to support him. The next lower 
level consisted of a group of priests, physicians and 
merchants who carried out the pharaoh's will and knew 
some of the state secrets. Below them was a larger 
group of slaves who comprised the broad foundation for 
this social structure modeled after the design of the 
pyramids. Jones, of course, was the pharaoh. Below 
him was a group of several dozen trusted aides; the 
middle management, the spies who collected the 
"discerned" information and the medical technicians who 
drew the blood and prepared the rancid chicken livers 
for the phony faith healings. They were all Caucasian. 
Below them was the largest group; the congregation, and 
they were all Black. Jones did use his White 
lieutenants to his advantage but the primary purpose of 
his work was to extort money from the Blacks. Everyone 
admired him; the Blacks for his self-proclaimed 
divinity and the Whites for his ability to convince the 
Blacks of his divinity and fleece their pockets at the 
same time. Everyone admired him and many of these 
early recruits would follow him across two continents 


to their bitter end. 
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One such early recruit was the Caucasian 
assistant pastor Jack Beam, an employee of a local 
pharmaceutical company. Beam was a tough, abrasive 

| rsonality. He was Jones' second-in-command, body- 
rd, strongarm man and assistant in the faith 

lings. In the technique of interrogation known as 
od cop -- bad cop," Beam was the bad cop; the threat 
violence if the manipulated subject did not comply 

ìi the wishes of the good cop Jim Jones. Beam 

vided Jones with the ability to intimidate any Black 
dshioner who stepped out of line or strayed from the 
ck without tarnishing his own benevolent image. 
rginia Morningstar later summarized the Blacks' 
nerally accepted impressions of Beam, "I always felt 
if he (Beam) was a hit man...I never felt he was 
agitimate. "51 

Most of the early followers were recruited from 
her churches. Jones would target a desirable 
ngregation and arrange to bring a contingent of his 
llowers to their services. As was the custom, Jones 
uld give a guest sermon and the hosting minister 

Wid reciprocate the following Sunday when he would 
tort some of his congregation to services at the 
munity Unity. Many visiting parishioners left their 
Vious church to return to the Community Unity which 
ests to Jones' superior talents. Many others were 
wn to Jones through his weekly broadcasts on radio 
in Middletown, Ohio. During this period, he often 
ked east to Ohio for new followers. Perhaps it was 
‘larger Black population or the predominant German 
Ulation or the federal jurisdiction over his 

€rstate business that made Ohio attractive, but 
‘ardiess, it shows how Jones was reaching out for a 


ect congregation rather than broadening his ministry 
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in order to attract more local Indianapolis residents, 
In 1954 and 55, Jones toured the small towns between 
Cincinnati and Columbus with a traveling revival show 
held in local Pentecostal churches or under the circusy 
atmosphere of a rented tent. He recruited a strong 
following in Xenia, Dayton and Hamilton and many 
followed him back across the state line to 
Indianapolis. 

Jones rarely, if ever, mentioned the word 
"God," except in later years when he cursed what he 
called the “Impotent Sky God." His sermons were more 
apt to quote the newspaper than the Bible. His was a 
ministry of current events; a down-to-earth religion; 
more concerned with pleasing the federal government's 
requirements to receive financial support than pleasing 
God for some after-life reward. The Community Unity, 
like his subsequent churches, was more political and 
social than religious. Even according to Jones' own 
account it was not a church but a "movement." 
Meanwhile, the Jones household grew as fast as the 
congregation. A middle-aged woman, named Esther 
Mueller, moved in to help Marceline with the housework. 
She would cook and clean and remain their personal maid 
until her death in Guyana. An eighteen-year-old blonde 
girl, described only as "Goldie" was another addition 
to the family. Her relationship with Jim and Marceline 
has never been established beyond one report that the 
couple was helping her to start a career in nursing. 
In 1954, the Joneses adopted a pretty nine-year-old 
girl named Agnes whose mother had unexplainably given 
up her daughter to the young preacher and his wife. 

By 1956, Jones had amassed sufficient funds tO 
purchase a modest church building on Fifteenth and 


North New Jersey Streets in an inner-city neighborhood 
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Indianapolis. He named his new headquarters the 
Wings of Deliverance." Of course, Sunday was his busy 
y- At 8 AM he would broadcast a short sermon on 
o WOWO in Fort Wayne. The regular service at the 
5 Of Deliverance was at 10:45 AM. The miracle 
ce, which included the faith healings, was 
uled for 2:30 PM. the evangelistic service was 
at 7:45 PM, followed by an evening sermon 
cast on WIBC in Indianapolis. The different 
ices allowed Jones to reach more people than his 
church could hold while the individual theme of 
performance enabled him to attract and please a 
sty of believers. 
Shortly after the Wings of Deliverance opened 
doors, Jones organized a huge, five day religious 
ention that was held in an Indianapolis hall in 
of 1956. Headlining the bill was the popular 
hern author and faith healing evangelist, the 
rend Bill Branham and, of course the aspiring young 
cher Jim Jones who sacrificed top billing for the 
gle crowds that Branham would attract. The event 
fidely publicized and drew some eleven thousand to 
pening ceremonies. As usual, Jones stole the show 
he new parishioners he recruited into his flock 
exceeded only by the dollars he put into his 
t. It was at this convention in the summer of 
that the Wings Of Deliverance became the Peoples 
e Full Gospel Church and the odyssey began. 
Jones preached an anti-communism doctrine that 
eted the philosophy of the McCarthy Era in 
ıl, and tne KKK and American Nazi Party in 
sular. Though, in retrospect, it might seem a bit 
d, Jones' stated campaign was to fight communism 


srh communalism. He made reference to the communal 
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lifestyle of Christ's apostles and quoted such passages 
from the Bible as, “And they sold their possessions ang 
goods and imparted them to every man as every man had 
need." He established Jim/Lu/Mar; an Indiana corpo- 
ration for profit owned by Jim, his mother, and his 
wife. The corporation's charter states that its 
purpose was to receive donations of real estate. Like 
many others, Esther Mueller donated her home and 
possessions in exchange for Jones' promise to provide 
her needs for life. Esther alone, contributed $27,000; 
a considerable sum in 1950 dollars. 

So much money flowed into the Peoples Temple 
that, within a year, Jones purchased a second, more 
impressive church building on Tenth and North Delaware 
Streets in a nicer neighborhood of Indianapolis. The 
masSive front steps, the three-story facade, the 
stained glass window and uptown address was a quantum 
leap forward in the. young preacher's career especially 
Since he did it all on his own, without help from any 
established denomination. The new Peoples Temple 
seated 400 and the adjacent brick parsonage was large 
enough to one day house forty. Jones had purchased the 
property from Rabbi Maurice Davis for fifty thousand 
dollars. He took possession of the building with a 
small down payment and a promise to pay the balance, 
interest-free, in one year's time. He did so 364 days 
later. Jones would purchase two other church 
properties in his career. Both the Peoples Temple in 
San Francisco and Los Angeles were, like the first in 
Indianapolis, former Jewish synagogues. This defies 
all probable odds and leaves one to wonder what made 
former synagogues so attractive to Jones. Perhaps it 
was the church-like atmosphere but with geometric 


designs in the stained glass instead of portrayals of 
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ristian Saints. Jones liked the eternal flame that 
left by the previous tenants. He kept it lit in 
ace of the traditional Christian cross. The Peoples 
iple was not a Christian religion. There is 
incing evidence that it was not even a religion, 
it is unclear why Jones was attracted to former 
sh temples; an interesting pattern for a closet 
st whose favorite subject was Nazi Germany. 

In mid 1958, Jones set out to help the federal 
irnment solve a very serious problem. During the 
an War, American servicemen had fathered many 

dren who had been abandoned both by their fathers 

) returned to the States) and their mothers, many of 
m were prostitutes. The illegitimate children had 

n remanded to special orphanages in Seoul. The 
ernment of South Korea expressed its discontent to 
hington over the burden of Supporting their children 
warned the U.S. that the racially-mixed orphans 
never be accepted in Korean society as Korean 

ial prejudices are extreme by American standards. 

y would probably die from neglect in the orphanage 

sss the U.S. took them in. The scenario would be 

sated twenty years later in the wake of the Vietnam 


but this was the first time Washington had to deal 
1 it and individual adoption seemed the only 
ition. From his pulpit at the Peoples Temple, Jones 


juraged his congregation to adopt these war babies 


to set a good example, he and Marceline traveled 


he West Coast in October of 1958, 
ans sent from Seoul to California. 


to adopt two 
The newest 
itions to the Jones family were four-year-old 
hanie and two-year-old Chioke who they renamed Lew 
During this, their first trip to California, 


eline conceived their only child. In May of the 
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following year, Marceline was eight months pregnant ang 
stayed behind as Jim, Stephanie, and a contingent of 
supporters traveled to Cincinnati for one of their 
exchange services. On the way back home, Jones rode jn 
one car while young Stephanie rode in another car with 
Mable Stewart, the Temple's nursing home supervisor, 
and four of her workers. All six would die in a car 
crash of undetermined cause. Jones would lament over 
the deaths for years to come. He would recall a 
premonition he had received earlier that evening which 


prompted him to lead the Cincinnati congregation ina 


chorus of, 


On up the road 
Far in the distance 
I saw a light shining in the night... 


Then I knew... 


Biographers would later claim that Jones 
sabotaged the car to silence Mable Stewart and her 
assistants who had been questioning the untimely deaths 
of several senior parishioners Jones had placed in 
their care. The death of young Stephanie exempted 
Jones from any suspicion and, if he did actually 
sabotage the car, that was probably the reason he 
wanted his daughter to ride with Mable Stewart. Jones, 
if only in later years, was capable of murder. Three 
weeks after the accident, on June 1, 1959, Marceline 
gave birth to Stephan Gandhi Jones, named for Stephanié 
and the East Indian leader. Within the year, the 
Joneses would adopt another child; a Black baby boy 
about Stephanie's age who they named James Warren Jone? 


Jh. Later they adopted Suzanne, another Korean War 
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Phan and Tim Tupper, a blue-eyed, blond who completed 
What Jones proudly called his "Rainbow Family." 

Once he had attracted a sizable Black 
Bregation, Jones knew that he had to do something 
acular to keep them in the fold and that nothing 
bind a group together like the threat of a common 
Since none existed, he created one. Temple 

rs began receiving late night phone calls and 
mous letters that warned the parishioners that 

r affiliation with the racially-integrated Peoples 
e had put them at odds with the powerful Klu Klux 
and the Nazi Party. Several Temple services were 
rrupted while Jones emptied the building after 
redly receiving a bomb threat. All the threats 
staged to create the image that some unseen "bad 
le" were threatening such "good people," led by Jim 
S (who went so far as to paint swastikas and racial 
Its on the homes of his Black followers). The fake 
ats served to bind the Black congregation together 
the leadership of their new hero but the overall 
was to disguise what was essentially a Caucasian 
‘iment in the control of Blacks. 

By 1960, the Temple's social programs exceeded 
> offered by the city of Indianapolis. Jones had 
d a free soup kitchen that served one hundred 

(a day to the city's destitute. He established a 
Center to educate and entertain idle teenagers 
everal nursing care homes for the elderly; at 
those who had a house to donate and a pension to 
rt them. The social programs provided good 

city and implied the Temple's sense of social 
ience and wholesome community spirit when in 

ty the programs were profit-making businesses. 
allocated only $25 a week to the soup kitchen. 
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Temple volunteers gleaned over-ripened, stale and 
discarded food from local businesses, turning the 
losses of local grocers into tax-deductible, charitable 
contributions. All food stores, restaurants included, 
throw away everything from bones and meat scraps to 
dented cans and bruised produce. The Temple offered 
the businessman a grossly inflated tax deduction for 
what would have been his loss. A good example might be 
a grocer who was stuck with a hundred dollars worth of 
bananas that had spoiled. The Temple allowed him to 
turn a hundred dollar loss into a five hundred dollar 
tax deduction while they used the free bananas to make 
pudding for the soup kitchen and the nursing homes that 
received most of the donated food. Meanwhile, Jones 
used the inflated needs of the free soup kitchen to 
exact hundreds of dollars from anyone who pitied the 
poor. The youth center often provided able-bodied 
slave laborers, but the most profitable program was the 
nursing home business. Elderly victims, hand-picked by 
Jones, would donate their houses, savings and pensions 
to Jim/Lu/Mar in exchange for the companionship, 
security and attention they needed in their later 
years. The major advantage to Jones was that most of 
the money was paid in advance for the long-term 
services that never equalled the cost and continued 
only as long as the patient lived. Many residents of 
Temple nursing homes would die prematurely under 
suspicious circumstances. Twenty-four such seniors 
lived in Jones' home that had been partially converted 
into a care facility managed by Marceline's parents. 
Walter Baldwin had taken an early retirement from 
politics to live with his daughter and son-in-law and 
run their business as the Joneses were getting ready ta 


leave Indianapolis. The Baldwins would be semi- 
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wolved in the Peoples Temple for the next eighteen 
ars until, on the final day, they departed Jonestown 
; Congressman Ryan arrived. 
It is easy to view Jones as a showman, a 
Kster and a crook but, despite his often brutal 
rtion tactics, he was not interested in personal 
icial gain. He never spent the money on himself. 
id buy a used black limousine but that was 
ected, especially at funeral services. His clothes 
“old, he had no expensive habits like drinking or 
ing, he led an austere life and reinvested all the 
its into the Temple and his growing household. 
S did not desire money; he wanted power. In the 
his personal reward was not money but a bountiful 
life. 

News of Jones' alleged good work spread and, in 
, the Peoples Temple was accepted into the 
stian Church, Disciples of Christ denomination; a 
inction they would enjoy until the end. The 
liation with the Disciples of Christ would provide 
Capital and the much needed security of a well- 
Slished tax-exempt status. 
By all accounts, Jones was truly brilliant. He 
extremely intelligent, well-read, and highly 
ed in perception and deception. Everyone 
Cted his abilities. To the Blacks he was a White 
ah whose miracles were evidence of his alleged 
relationship with God. He was equally admired by 
aucaSian assistants, not for his demi-divinity, 
or this talent to attract, organize, control and 
ve Black people; a rare ability for a White man. 
ime prior to 1960, Jones' work caught the 
‘ion of the Central Intelligence Agency. Always 


> lookout for talented people to recruit, the 
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federal agency recognized Jones' power over Blacks and 





offered to help in his career in exchange for his 
services rendered. He may not have had a choice but, in 


any event, Jim Jones joined the CIA. 
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IV THREE COUNTRIES, THREE COMMISSIONS 


In his first few years with the CIA, Jim Jones 















a role in at least three of the agency's 
rnational projects; the Bay of Pigs invasion of 

, the racial revolution in British Guiana and the 
tary coup d'etat in Brazil. 

During World War II, Fidel Castro was working 

1 actor in Hollywood, rehearsing his future part in 
d politics. He had about two dozen supporters back 
Iba who were looking to the United States for aid 
assistance in overthrowing the progressively 

2sSive government of Fulgencio Batista. Castro 
med to Cuba with the money and training he needed. 
sta fled or abdicated-there is little difference. 

) assumed power as Premier and soon returned to 
LS., not to Hollywood as an aspiring actor, but to 
ngton, D.C. as a head of state. Much to nearly 
one's surprise, he did not ask for any U.S. 

rt. He could have received millions of dollars to 
is he saw fit. It was there for the asking; but 

o had a much different relationship with the 
Slling powers in the U.S. government. He was about 
bark on one of the major world plays of the 

ry; a CIA plot to deceive the Russians. 
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Cuba's economy was based on tourism and Sugar 
cane. Castro nationalized the resort hotels and 
casinos and opened the luxurious facilities to Cuba's 
common man. He seized all foreign business interests, 
most of which were owned by Americans with reputed 
connections to organized crime. He then signed a 
contract to supply sugar to the Soviet Union. By 1959, 
the CIA was spreading rumors that Castro was a 
Communist. 

Thousands of Cubans opposed Castro's rule and 
many fled the country to reorganize in Nicaragua and 
Florida to plot his overthrow. The CIA immediately 
moved in to take control of the situation by offering 
"U.S. support" to their cause. The CIA established an 
anti-Castro radio station on Swan Island in the Western 
Caribbean. Few listeners paid any attention to the 
broadcasts until Castro identified the station as a CIA 
operation. Swan Island is little more than a pile of 
bird droppings and a few palm trees that survived a 
recent hurricane. The island is claimed by Honduras 
and an American, Sumner Smith, who leased the property 
to station manager Horton H. Heath. Radio Swan 
encouraged the Cuban rebels and directed them into the 
hands of CIA operatives like Bernard Barker and Howard 
Hunt who established a string of safe houses from Miami 
to Key West where expatriated Cubans were trained and 
armed for a planned invasion of their homeland. 

Regardless of the CIA's true motives for their 
part in what would be the Bay of Pigs invasion, it was 
to their advantage to recruit as many of Castro's 
enemies as possible and therein lay a problem, as many 
had remained in Cuba. To complete the ranks of the 
invasion force it became necessary to send agents int? 


Cuba to ferret out these people and convince them to 
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join forces with their fellow Cubans under the 
(J direction and protection of the CIA. Such an 
kxtremely sensitive mission required a very special 
nt. They needed a man with no prior history with 
agency, one with not only a cover to explain his 
sence in Cuba but his recruitment of Cubans to 
irn to the United States. Above all, he must be a 
ter of persuasion. The chosen candidate for the 
k was Jim Jones. 
In 1960, Jones, along with his wife Marceline, 
w to Cuba for his first international assignment 
h the CIA. First he met and was photographed with 
el Castro, after which Castro took the Joneses on a 
r of the interior to inspect the wreckage of a 
yned U.S. plane that Castro claimed was sent by the 
\ to fire bomb Cuba's sugar cane fields. After 
tographing the plane and the charred remains of the 
ot, Jones returned to Havana to set up headquarters 
a resort hotel. According to his cover, Jones was a 
Sionary who wanted to recruit forty Cuban families 
return to Indianapolis with him in exchange for 
ey and support. One example of his success was a 
man who, after thirteen hours of briefing, agreed 
leave his home and join the Peoples Temple in 
ana. He moved into the parsonage where he lived 
| just prior to the scheduled invasion when he 


appeared," presumably to join the Cuban force in 


Immediately following his inauguration as 
ident in January of 1961, John F. Kennedy was 

fed by CIA Director Allen Dulles on the agency's 

| to invade Cuba. Kennedy was not told everything, 
what he needed to know to decide whether to 


Orize or cancel the project. Dulles explained that 
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this was a legacy from a previous administration that 
could not be disbanded without considerable 
embarrassment, even violence, as this group of Cubans 
was actually a well-trained and equipped foreign army 
on U.S. soil. President Kennedy reluctantly agreed to 
Dulles' invasion plans and was quoted as saying, "If we 
have to get rid of these men, it is much better to dump 
them in Cuba than in the United States, especially if 
that is where they want to go." 

In April of 1961, a flotilla of 1,500 Cuban 
exiles set sail from Florida for the return to their 
homeland and the overthrow of Castro's government. 
Grossly misinformed by the CIA and spurred on by Radio 
Swan, the ragged fleet landed at the Bay of Pigs, 
directly into an ambush set by 100,000 Cuban troops. 
The invasion was doomed to fail from the start. It was 
a deliberate suicide mission. 

The CIA, which is typically silent about their 
covert operations, was quick to admit their sponsorship 
of the anti-Castro Cubans and their obvious failure at 
the Bay of Pigs. The agency then proceeded to 
circulate absurd rumors concerning their aborted plans 
to assassinate Castro by such exotic means as poisoned 
cigars, exploding seashells and fountain pen/hypo- 
dermics loaded with lethal bacteria. They even let 
leak a plan to discredit Castro and break his 
charismatic hold on Cuba by dusting him with thallium 
salts to make his beard fall out. Seriously, if the 
CIA really wanted to kill Castro, they had ample 
opportunity to do so. A bullet would have sufficed. 
The wild stories they circulated were just that; wild 
stories, intended to create the public opinion that 
Castro was an enemy of the CIA. 

Understanding the complexity of this and othe? 
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A operations is as simple as separating the reality 
om the rhetoric. Basically, what the agency does is 
hat they want to do; what they say they do is exactly 
0 degrees from the truth and any information they 

k to the public is intended to disguise their true 
ives. Speaking as an independent researcher who has 
greatest admiration for the accomplishments of the 
the national security of the United States has 

; entrusted to a very competent organization that 

r fails to achieve its goals and the Bay of Pigs 
sion was no exception. 

In the late 1950's the CIA recognized that the 
iets were seeking a military foothold in the Western 
isphere and rather than allow the inevitable to 

fur uncontested, they took control of the situation 
offered the Russians Cuba on a silver platter. 

Sia is ninety miles from the northwest corner of the 
, and could not resist the overtures of Castro, 
country is ninety miles from the southeast corner 
the U.S. Cuba was the perfect site for the military 
e they planned. They did not realize that it was 
perfect and fell into one of the greatest deceits 
the twentieth century. The CIA had fooled the 

ians into putting all their efforts into Cuba, 
"efore defusing and controlling the situation while 
ing direct access to Russia's military technology. 
fas a brilliantly staged plan. The entire world 
luding the Russians, the Americans and even 

ident Kennedy) truly believed that Castro was the 

y of the United States. Everyone was dealing in 

r and rhetoric, no one could see the reality. The 
had put Castro into power and then, with the help 
gents like Jim Jones, had rounded up all his 

ies and sent them and their cause to the grave at 
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the Bay of Pigs. Fidel Castro owes his success to the 
CIA, which sheds a new light on President Kennedy's 
Cuban Missile Crisis and the reported Cuban connections 
to his assassination. 

Jim Jones' position in the preparation for the 
Bay of Pigs invasion was middle management at best but 
nevertheless important as it establishes his early 
association with the CIA that would enable this self- 
proclaimed preacher from Indianapolis to be received as 
a visiting dignitary by foreign heads of state. It was 
also the basis upon which he would build a reputation 
as an authority on U.S./Cuban relations. He maintained 
communications with Castro and later revisited Cuba 
several times. He would advise future presidents on 
dealings with Cuba and establish a U.S./Cuban trading 
company and, on one occasion, be the primary suspect in 
a crime that created a major international incident 
between the two countries. 

Jones returned to Indianapolis to what must 
have been a very crowded house. There was Jones, his 
wife, their eight children, the Baldwins, two dozen 
nursing home patients, various Cuban exiles and even 
his mother Lynetta -- at least forty people -- all 
under the same roof. lLynetta had since found 
employment more suited to her personality; she was a 
correctional officer at the Indiana Women's Prison 
where she guarded the predominantly Black inmates. 

The CIA does not pay its operatives very much 
money but they do help to insure their financial 
security as a disgruntled agent in need of money is 2 
prime target for hire by a foreign power. In Cuba, 
Jones had proved his worth; he was a member of the team 
and so entitled to certain benefits. Soon after he 


returned to Indianapolis from his Cuban trip, Jones was 
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ppointed Director of the Indianapolis Human Rights 
mmission by Superior Court Judge Mercer Mance. The 
opening was not advertised and Jones was the only 
jlicant. Previously, the position had been filled by 
Junteer who worked without pay but Judge Mance 

ted to elevate the part-time job to a $7,000 a year 
ried position; a salary first given to Jim Jones. 
e from a few well-publicized token efforts to 
sgrate restaurants and movie theaters in 

ianapolis, Jones' performance as Director of the 
Rights Commission was mediocre, at best. He did 
pie more than secure the job and prevent someone 

>; from being effective. 

By May of 1961, Jones had a large interracial 
nily, his own church, a wide following, public 
sOgnition as a humanitarian and a private reputation 
one of the few Caucasians able to rally the support 
Blacks. He had all this as he turned thirty years 
The CIA was so pleased with the young preacher's 
t mission in Cuba that, immediately following the 
Of Pigs invasion, they assigned him a second and 
task. He was allowed to complete college and 
Bived a bachelors degree in education from Butler 
fersity in June, after which he was to go to South 
rica and aid in the overthrow of two governments. 
assignment required that he first travel to Hawaii 
eet with a group of U.S. mercenaries headquartered 
e. The trip to Hawaii would be mostly business; 
fings primarily, but it was also a respite and 
what of a reward in recognition of his service in 
before he would once again risk his life for the 
The South American assignments required that he 
bsent from Indianapolis for two years and, in order 


Tacefully exit from his position in the community, 
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Jones staged a media manipulation. He informed the 
Indianapolis News that he was once again under attack 
from an unseen enemy. Columnist William Wildhack 


reported on August 11, 1961, 


The Rev. James W. Jones expected 
some unpleasant experiences when 
he agreed to serve as director of 
the city's Human Rights Commis- 
sion. He was not wrong. Nearly 
every mail brought letters 
reviling him. Then he was 
harassed by telephone both at the 
office and at home. . .He has 
become the victim of a letter- 
writing campaign. His name is 
forged to letters making insul- 
ting statements about minority 
groups. The letters are mailed 
to Negroes and others known to be 
interested in the problem of 
racial relations...He is bewil- 
dered, not knowing how to fight 
this form of vilification. 


Bewildered he was not. He had written the letters 
himself and faked the phone calls. As usual, his plan 
was brilliant and timely. Before the ink of Wildhack’'s 
story had dried, Jones was lounging on the beach in 
Hawaii. He had left Indianapolis and the newspaper 
article to explain why. He had left his Peoples Templ® 
and their community projects in the hands of his 
assistants. He had left his position as head of the 


Human Rights Commission, only to lose the post through 
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eglect. He had left everything he had worked so hard 
fo achieve in order to pursue something he called, "The 
Time." In Hawaii he signed over Power of Attorney 
his mother in anticipation of a possibly dangerous 
sion. Once rested and rehearsed, Jones, Marceline, 
rainbow family, bodyguard Jack Beam and wife 
Wiana flew from Hawaii to Georgetown, British 

na where they would contact other CIA operatives 
were gathering for the planned revolt. 

The "failure" of the CIA's Bay of Pigs invasion 
deceived President Kennedy into thinking Cuba was 
elessly lost to the Communists. Believing there was 
hing more he could do about Castro, Kennedy directed 
intense effort to avert yet another Communist take- 
ir in the Western Hemisphere. From CIA reports, he 
irned of the Communists‘ plans to control the 
ghboring South American countries of British Guiana 
Brazil. Of the two, it would first appear that 

Zil should warrant most of Kennedy's attention due 
its larger size and importance to the United States, 
Such was not the case. Intelligence reports did 
icate that Brazil's president, Joao Goulart, was 
anding constitutional changes that would transform 
country into a Communistic state but the CIA 

eved there was an equally strong right wing faction 
he Brazilian military to counter Goulart's efforts. 
recariously were the Brazilian political scales 
inced between the leftist government and the 

tist military that the CIA could affect a military 
with only a slight push. Protecting Brazil froma 
unist take-over would be relatively easy; it was 

ish Guiana that presented the real problem as there 
no right wing faction to counterbalance the 


unist government of Cheddi Jagan's People's 
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Progressive Party that had assumed power in September 
of 1961. British Guiana was so important to Kennedy 
that he personally manned the British Guiana desk at 
the U.S. State Department. According to syndicated 
columnist Drew Pearson, who would later record 
Kennedy's activities in his column dated March 17, 
1964: 


The United States permitted Cuba 
to go communist purely through 
default and diplomatic bungling. 
The problem now is to look ahead 
and make sure we don't make the 
Same mistake again...In British 
Guiana, President Kennedy did 


look ahead. 


In October of 1961, one month after he was 
elected Prime Minister, Jagan and his American wife 
Janet were invited to Washington where they met with 
Kennedy and various representatives of the British 
government. Since Guiana was a British colony at the 
time, all CIA activities had to first be cleared with 
British Intelligence. Following their meeting, Kennedy 
and England's Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, along 
with the intelligence organizations of both countries, 
agreed that they could not work with Jagan and 
immediately set out to support his only political 
opponent, the right wing racist, Forbes Burnham. 

While Cheddi Jagan was meeting in Washington, 
Jim Jones arrived in British Guiana with the task of 
overthrowing his government. He wasted no time. On 
October 21, 1961, the Guiana Graphic published a phot? 
of Jones and his family over the headline: "Church 
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amed in Reds Rise." In the article that followed, 

es blamed the affluent Guianese clergy for bleeding 

e wealth from the people which made communism appear 
ractive to them. The article served to help attract 

anti-communist faction to a new hero, Jim Jones, 

eẹ assignment was to organize and aid their cause. 

proceeded to recruit and train a group of Black 

ese rowdies who were to incite race riots and 

t strikes intended to cripple Jagan's government. 

his rainbow family and doctrine of racial 

gration, Jones had the perfect disguise for his 

as an instigator of race riots. His Peoples 

le provided the necessary missionary cover as well. 

1 excellent conduit to filter money from the U.S. 

he Guianese rebels. Anonymous donations, given to 

Indianapolis church, were forwarded to Jones, who 

tributed the money as he saw fit to finance the 

ined civil disturbances. He had told his 

anapolis congregation that his purpose in South 
ica was to feed the poor. He did open his home to 

l and house a number of Guianese but most of the 

pients were the dissidents he had been instructed 

rganize. 

Jones' immediate supervisor in the coup was 

ard Welch, the CIA station chief in Georgetown. 

> reported to Welch, who in turn reported directly 

"resident Kennedy. It was Welch who introduced 

3 to the CIA's candidate, Forbes Burnham, 

liately upon his arrival in Georgetown. 

In February of 1962, Jones' rebels began their 

nm of terror by inciting race riots and labor 

‘es. Prime Minister Jagan was forced to declare a 

. of emergency and call in British troops to quell 

jisturbances. It was the beginning of the end of 
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Jagan's administration. The February riots also markeg 
the successful completion of Jones' work in British 
Guiana. 

In May of 1962, Kennedy invited Burnham to 
Washington to meet with U.S. and British represen- 
tatives to finalize their plans for him to assume power 
in Guiana. Arthur Schlesinger wrote in a letter to 
Kennedy, “An independent British Guiana under Burnham 
(if Burnham will commit himself to a multiracial 
policy) would cause us many fewer problems than an 
independent British Guiana under Jagan." In the summer 
of 1963, Kennedy met with British Prime Minister 
Macmillan to schedule Jagan's final demise. Under the 
pretext of continued riots, strikes and other civil 
disturbances, Macmillan suspended Guiana's constitution 
in October. Jagan's government fell; making way for 
Burnham who, within a year, rose to power with a 
coalition government. In 1966, Burnham declared his 
country's independence from England and British Guiana 
became Guyana. Burnham never forgot the debt he owed 
to Jim Jones and soon after Guyana's independence day, 
he traveled to Ukiah, California to visit the preacher 
who had helped destroy his political opposition. 

The Sunday Times (London) reported on April 16, 
1967, that the CIA's activities in Guiana were 
undertaken with the full knowledge and cooperation of 
Prime Minister Macmillan and British Intelligence. The 


article contained the following synopsis, 


As coups go, it was not 

expensive: over five years, the 
CIA paid out over & 250,000. For 
the colony, British Guiana, the 
result was about 170 dead, untold — 
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hundreds wounded, roughly L 10 
million worth of damage to the 
economy and a legacy of racial 
bitterness. 





















Though the CIA's involvement in British Guiana 
ommon knowledge, due in part to the more relaxed 
irity of their English partners, Jim Jones' work for 
agency is not, only three people knew: Burnham, 
iedy and Welch. Burnham owes more than just his 
tical success to Jim Jones and the CIA as they 

led him from total obscurity to a position as one of 
ten richest Black men in the world. Burnham would 
ar disclose the secret. It died with him in 1985 

n he succumbed to undisclosed complications during 
Oat surgery. President Kennedy's secret was 
asSinated with him, leaving Richard Welch as the 

y government official who might detail Jones' work 
the agency in British Guiana. Welch was later 
iSsferred to the post of CIA station chief in Athens, 
sce where, far away from any Guianese implications, 
ate December 1975, as Jones once again rose to 
finence in Guyana, he too, was assassinated. Though 
murder remains unsolved, a terrorist group called 
November 17 Movement claimed responsibility. 

The only other person who may have known of 

CIA work in South America was his old friend and 
operative Dan Mitrione. Born in Italy, Mitrione 
rated to the United States and joined the 

ond, Indiana police force in 1945. He first met 
fones in 1947 or 48. A cop on the beat (in what 
hen a small town of about 30,000) could not have 
Ooked the antics of a street corner preacher. In 


~Mitrione became Richmond's police chief. In 
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1957, he joined the FBI and in 1960 he joined the CIA 
who sent him to Brazil under the State Department's 
International Cooperation Administration; the fore- 
runner of the Agency for International Development 
(AID). Mitrione's job in Brazil was to train the 
military regime's police force in counterinsurgency 
tactics, interrogation and torture under the cover of a 
"Public Safety Adviser." He worked basically with the 
same faction as did Jones in organizing a vigilante 
police Death Squad which killed hundreds of 
"undesirables" without arrest or trial. In 1969, after 
seven years in Brazil and two in Washington, D.C., 
Mitrione was sent to Uruguay to help that country's 
oppressive, corrupt regime eliminate a group of middle- 
class professionals known as the Tupamaros. The 
Tumpamaros' only crime was to steal incriminating 
documents from government offices and send this proof 
of government corruption to the courts. Under 
Mitrione's direction, Uruguayan police imprisoned, 
tortured and killed hundreds of suspected members of 
Tupamaros to protect the interests of the Uruguayan, 
and presumably, the United States governments. When 
Mitrione stepped up the violence so did the Tupamaros 
and on July 31, 1970, they kidnapped him and held him 
as ransom for the release of 150 of their group held in 
Uruguayan prisons. The government refused and sometime 
in early August, Mitrione was killed. Uruguay then 
suspended the human rights clause in its constitution 
and Mitrione's Death Squad (with additional help from 
the CIA) exterminated the popular Tupamaros movement. 
Back in the United States, the White House eulogized 
the fallen agent as a "defenseless human being" and 
Singer Frank Sinatra hosted a fund-raising benefit for 


his family. Dan Mitrione probably knew of Jones' work 
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Brazil, he may even have been the one who recruited 
Jones into the CIA, but like the other witnesses, he 

; killed prior to the establishment of Jonestown. 
Jones left Guiana for Brazil in February 1962 

- reading a magazine article that would have a 

us and profound effect on the rest of his life. 
rticle, entitled "Nine Places to Hide," appeared 
January 1962 issue of ESquire, a conservative 

| Magazine published for distribution in the United 
aS, England, and apparently Guyana. Esquire's 

ging editor, Harold Hayes, capitalizing on the then 
ent bombshelter mentality, elected to include this 
e to the nine places on earth most likely to 

ive a nuclear world war. Using a complex formula 

/ took into account proximity to military and 

lian targets, prevailing weather patterns, 

‘lability of radiation-free food and potential for 
-war economic recovery, the article identified the 
Owing safe places: Belo Horizonte, Brazil; Eureka, 
fornia; Guadalajara, Mexico; Christchurch, New 

and; the central valley of Chile; Mendoza, 

ntina; Cork, Ireland; Melbourne, Australia and 
larive, Madagascar. According to the article, many 
le had already relocated to these safe places in 
sipation of World War III. The recent industrial 
lopment of Cork, Ireland was attributed to 

erous German businesses that had established 
operations in Cork "as insurance of company 

ival in the event of nuclear war." Jones reacted 
Esquire article as if it were a coded order from 
ident Kennedy whose portrait graced the magazine's 
~and there is some indication that that is exactly 
it was. One clue was that the article closed by 
ioning John Foster Dulles whose brother, Allen 
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Dulles, was then Director of the CIA. Esquire magazing 
had a reputation as a mouthpiece for U.S. government 
propaganda ever since World War II and it is entirely 
possible that they were printing coded communications 
for intelligence operatives in the field, who would 
only need to understand the cipher and subscribe to 
Esquire to receive their orders. In any event, Jones 
immediately moved his family to Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 
to begin the second half of his South American mission, 

The rainbow family checked into a hotel room in 
the heart of Belo Horizonte where Jones was contacted 
by an American missionary, Ed Malmin. The Reverend 
Malmin and his family had been working in Brazil's 
western frontier for four years and had only recently 
moved to Belo Horizonte, perhaps in response to the 
Esquire article. Malmin welcomed his colleague to 
Brazil and helped him get settled into an upper class 
three bedroom house that Jones had rented in a suburban 
community called San Antonio. Jones' assignment in 
Brazil was to funnel money and advice to the dissident 
right-wing faction of the Brazilian military and to 
assure them that, after their planned coup d'etat, the 
United States government would recognize and aid their 
new regime. Unlike the English speaking Guianese, 
Brazilians speak Portuguese which presented an obstaclé 
as Jones spoke only English. Malmin offered the 
services of his daughter, Bonnie, who had been working 
as a secretary/interpreter for another American 
missionary. Bonnie moved in with the Joneses. She 
would live in their house for about six months. 

Bonnie Malmin was a beautiful, sixteen-year- 
old, buxom blonde, who later reported, "...my secret 
idol had always been movie star Brigitte Bardot; I had 
done my best to copy her saucy image...always thinking 























out my appearance and trying to be sexy."52 Bonnie's 


larly. Jones was concerned that Bonnie might get 

lant. She assured him she would not but, 

ertheless, Jim provided me with a male 

Paceptive to carry in my purse just in case. ‘I 

eve you,' he said, ‘but please promise me that 

Il carry this in your purse wherever you go.'"53 

To his congregation back in Indianapolis, Jones 

a missionary trying to establish an orphanage in 

h America but he had no such religious cover in 

il. According to Bonnie, religion was not even a 

ject in the Jones household. They had no Bible or 
religious publications; they said no prayers -- 
even grace before meals. Jones did place a 

sified ad in a local journal inviting people to 

= to his home for “spiritual guidance" but that was 
lose as he came to the traditional role of a 

ionary. According to neighbors, the Jones home was 
ehive of activity both day and night. As in 

ha, most of the recipients of Jones' hospitality 

> the locals he was organizing to overthrow the 
ronment. He had taken a job as an investment 

man to help explain his financial dealings with 
Brazilians. Each morning he would leave his house 
md in a suit; briefcase in hand. He returned in 
fate evening and never discussed his day's 

less. He was often seen in the company of a 
lian woman who neighbors suspected was his 
keeper though his housekeeper was a much younger, 
girl. He once visited the office of his 


yer, who later described his briefcase as being 
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full of money -- it probably was. According to Bonnj 
e 


Malmin, 


From time to time Jim met with 
government officials, learning as 
much as he could about the 
country and its systems, trying 
to determine whether this would 
be a safe haven from the imminent 
nuclear horror. He spent his 
days reading and thinking, often 
sitting crosslegged on the bare 
floor of the living room pouring 
over the newspaper and calling to 
me to translate: “Bonnie -- tell 
me what this says. What does 
this headline say? Read this 


article to me." 


He was most attentive, of course, 
to anything about military 
hardware.°4 


It would appear that all was going well with 
Jones and his Brazilian operation, but such was not the 
case. Perhaps the operation was too complex for him to 
control or maybe it was because the Brazilian city- 
dwellers were far more sophisticated than the Guianesé 
natives he had last worked with, but in any event, 
Jones made an awful mistake and was exposed in print as 
a CIA operative. A local newspaper reporter accused 
him of filtering money to military officers to financé 
a coup. In a published article, Jones refuted the 


charges by telling the reporter that his money came 





145 























n his pension as a retired U.S. military officer. 

one breath he attempted to explain the source of his 
ome and the reason he preferred to associate with 
Brazilian armed forces. Jones had never served in 
rmed forces and his lie backfired. The newspaper 

d that, despite the claims of the "flamboyant 

an," -- "We all know he's CIA." 

Panic struck the Jones household. Bonnie 

ìi reportedly attempted suicide but was rescued by 
Wdyguard. Plans were made to hide her at the 

of a wealthy Brazilian banker until the danger 
issed but, in the end, no place in Brazil was safe 
onnie and she was shipped off to the United States 
‘she enrolled in the Bethany Fellowship Missionary 
ing Center in Minneapolis. By her account, she 

1 not see Jim Jones for another eight years. 
Meanwhile, the Jones family fled the scandal 
Oved into a seventh floor apartment on the 
igious Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro where 
‘had accepted his first teaching position at the 
rsity of Sao Fernando. With his political 

ities greatly curtailed, he would sit out the 


ce of the Brazilian operation in relative 





Sion, teaching and studying at the university. 
The Jones family would reside on the Copacabana 
Dout fourteen months which in itself contradicts 

> Malmin's contention that they lived a meager, 

r Spartan life style in Brazil. Jones had 

cient resources to support himself, his family, 

IS aides and servants and even some locals. Poor 
Onaries do not carry briefcases full of money nor 
take extended vacations on the expensive 

abana Beach. To add to the paradox, Jones would 


> to possess more personal wealth after his stay 
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in Brazil than he had prior to leaving on the south 
American trip. One account claims that he would return 
to the United States with over one hundred thousand 
dollars in cash; the money he needed to start his 
California church. If anything suffered financially, 
it was his Indianapolis Temple. In his absence 
membership dropped from over two thousand to only 
seventy-five and the church was reduced to near 
financial ruin. Despite the troubles back home, Jones 
was not about to leave Brazil. His assignment was not 
yet completed and besides, he was enjoying a weil- 
deserved vacation. As an alternative to the dilemma of 
his need to be in two places at once, he sent Bonnie's 
father to Indianapolis after Rev. Malmin agreed to take 
over the Peoples Temple and repair some of the damage 
of neglect. In Indianapolis, Malmin arranged for a 
windfall of contributions from the Disciples of Christ 
to sustain his new pastorate until Jones returned. 

Also at about this time, Jones sent his bodyguard, Jack 
Beam, back to the States. Beam was ordered, not to 
Indiana, but to California where he would meet with the 
displaced Temple assistant pastor, Ross Case, to locate 
a site for the new Temple headquarters within the "safe 
zone" of Eureka. 

While living in Brazil, Jones received his life 
assignment with the CIA's multi-million dollar MK ULTRA 
program. The MK ULTRA program was a series of studies 
in mind control (behavior modification) and obscure 
techniques of assassination that the agency had begun 
in the late 1940's from knowledge they had received 
from their Nazi German scientists. There were 
approximately 150 different MK ULTRA experiments being 
conducted in secret laboratories scattered throughout 


the world. Among the subjects studied were hypnosiS» 





147 























nsory and sleep deprivation, electroshock, ESP, 
botomy, subliminal projection, sleep teaching, and 
hods to artificially induce cancer and heart 

gre. Every conceivable mind-altering drug was 
tigated and some new ones were developed. It was 
ULTRA lab in Switzerland that first synthesized 
ric Acid Diethylamid (the mind opening drug LSD) 
Bir quest for better ways to extort information 
‘taptured foreign agents. The CIA left no stone 
ned in their search for knowledge on how to 

Ol human behavior. They even conducted studies in 
€ phenomenon, parapsychology, and occult sciences 
witchcraft and other Black Arts. 

By the time Jim Jones was brought into the 

am, MK ULTRA was fifteen years old and many of the 
"atories had since filed their final reports with 
agency before disbanding. The experiments, 

ected in university research departments, mental 
tals, and prison medical clinics, represented the 
authoritative source of information on their 

ned subjects within the limits of a laboratory 
Onment. The agency had compiled a library 

ining data that needed to be collated into a 
ehensive science of behavior modification. The 
was assigned to Jim Jones, who would require 

er fifteen years to complete his findings in a 
field test known as Jonestown. 

While in Rio, Jones was briefed on MK ULTRA and 
advantage of the locale to study voodoo and the 
religion, Macumba, as well as the faith-healing 
ier, David Martins de Miranda, who exhibited 
ordinary control over his followers who referred 
eir leader as "The Envoy of the Messiah." This 
a-day John the Baptist imparted much of his 
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knowledge to the aspiring Jim Jones. 

In October of 1963, Britain suspended the 
constitution of Guiana and the leftist government 
toppled. 

In November of 1963, President Kennedy was 
assassinated, reputedly by Lee Harvey Oswald. 

In December of 1963, the first of several 
military coups destroyed any hold the Communists might 
have had on the Brazilian government. Jones' work in 
South America was completed and he returned to 
Indianapolis. 

Jones would later confide to one of his Temple 
aides that, while he was in Brazil; he killed a man by 
smothering him with a pillow as he slept. Though this 
particular murder can not be confirmed, what can be 
confirmed is that in his life, Jones was capable of 
murder. In the last days of Jonestown, he attempted to 





disguise his work in Brazil by dictating the following 


account to his chronicler, 


You know, I didn't just hand out 
food in Brazil, I'd given 
assistance to various people, 
underground people, given them 
tangible help so they could 
defend themselves, defend their 
lives, and I preached communism 
openly. Questions were asked at 
the places I visited, and AID 
officials questioned one Brazi- 
lian family extensively about my 
activities. AID must've played a 
significant role in CIA activi- 
ties. I got out of there just in 
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time. I remember leaving the 
airport wondering whether I 
wouldn't get in trouble for what 
I was doing revolutionary-wise 
there when I got back to the 
United States. 


ccount conveniently survived the carnage in 
















town to stand as the autobiography of Jones' 

ilian trip. Unable to deny his involvement in the 
sical struggle in Brazil, Jones elected to use one 
(A's standard covers and admit to his involvement 
at the same time, imply that he was working for 
communists who opposed the CIA. Jones was well 

e that the best way to disguise a lie is to include 
fithin an extraordinary revelation of the truth. He 


d use the technique many times in his public 


Though there is no documented evidence that Jim 
5 ever met Lee Harvey Oswald, the two men shared 
ral things in common. As a U.S. Marine, Oswald had 
| security clearance for his work at the U-2 spy 

> base in Atsugi, Japan. Atsugi Naval Air Base was 
CIA's Far East headquarters and the site of one of 
'MK ULTRA labs. Oswald was a test subject. He 

ied to speak Russian from sleep teaching 

dings. Eventually, he left the Marines with a 

hip discharge due to his mother's failing health. 
ut apparent means of support, he then purchased a 
t on a luxury steamship bound for Russia where he 
live and work for about thirty months. While in 

; Oswald was hospitalized for three weeks during 

| time he met and married Marina Nikolaevna 


kova; the daughter (some say niece) of Colonel 
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Ilya Vasilyevich Prusakova, a high ranking officer ip 
the KGB (the Russian equivalent of the CIA). Oswald 
returned to the United States and, along with his 
Russian bride, settled in Dallas, Texas. His military 
discharge was changed to dishonorable but, at about the 
same time, the State Department granted him a large 
loan. Oswald associated with members of the China 
Lobby (a known CIA front operation) and the Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee. He applied for a passport and, 
despite his suspicious past, he received his visa in an 
unprecedented 24 hours. He then traveled to Mexico 
City where he was accompanied by two CIA agents 
assigned to him by their station chief Howard Hunt. 
Oswald was involved with a variety of characters, a few 
of whom are described in the following published 


article, 


...Lee and Marina settled in 
Texas and soon took up with an 
odd assortment of friends, none 
more unusual than George De 


Mohrenschildt. Born a Russian 





count before the revolution, De 
Mohrenschildt thrived in a world 





of political shadows, appearing 


at various times to be working 





for Polish intelligence, the 
Nazis, the French Resistance, the 
British, the Americans, the 
Rockefellers -- a man of many 
masks. By 1962, he was calling 
himself a geologist and a friend 
to the Oswalds. 
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In April 1963, Oswald 
moved to New Orleans, where his 
social circle--in view of his 
alleged Marxist sympathies--was 
even stranger than in Dallas. 
There he met Carlos Bringuier, an 
anti-Castro Cuban exile with CIA 
connections. Oswald first sought 
to work for Bringuier, then 
appeared to be working against 
him. Eventually, the two engaged 
in a well-publicized street brawl 
and then a debate about Cuba on 
New Orleans radio. Joining Os- 
wald and Bringuier in the debate 
was Ed Butler, a right-wing 
propagandist for the Information 
Council for the Americas (INCA), 
a group that later sold LP's of 
the debate as part of its 
anticommunist crusade. The pres- 
ident of INCA was Dr. Alton 
Ochsner, described as a consul- 
tant to the air force on "the 
medical side of subversive 
matters." The directorships of 
Bringuier's anti-Castro group and 
Ochsner's INCA included the 
owners of the Reily Coffee 
Company, where Oswald, the man 
being denounced by both organi- 
zations as a communist, had 


recently been on the payroll. 
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By far the strangest bird 
to intersect Oswald's orbit was 
David Ferrie. Eccentric in beha- 
vior, belief and appearance, 
Ferrie had been an Eastern 
Airlines pilot until he was 
arrested for a "crime against 
nature" with a sixteen-year-old 
boy. He was a priest in the 
Orthodox Old Catholic Church, a 
bizarre sect engaging in animal 
sacrifice and occult rituals. 
Ferrie had no hair on his 
body...and made a striking, if 
not shocking impression...Al- 
though the Oswald-Ferrie rela- 
tionship, is well-proved, it is 
unclear when it began. The House 
Assassinations Committee sug- 
gested that the two young men may 
have met as early as 1956 in New 
Orleans, when young Lee was a 
cadet in a Civil Air Patrol 
squadron headed by Ferrie. By 
the time of the 1963 radio 
debate, Oswald and Ferrie were 
well acquainted. A right-winger 
who hated Kennedy, Ferrie was 
active in paramilitary operations 
against Castro and claimed to 
have flown in the CIA-sponsored 
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961. 
Ferrie was also a hypnotist and 


fancied himself a biochemist. He 





claimed to have created drugs 





that caused cancer (something the 

























CIA was also secretly developing) 
or caused heart attacks indistin- 
guishable from natural death 
(another CIA endeavor), as well 
as aphrodisiacs and amnesia- 
inducing drugs... Many attributed 
his hairless condition to a 


chemistry experiment gone awry.00 


Over twenty years later, researchers are left 
wonder if Oswald was a "Manchurian Candidate," 
@inwashed by the CIA or the KGB to assassinate 
sident Kennedy. Much has been published on Oswald's 
Ssible involvement in a conspiracy and the reality of 
events occurring after the assassination 

iderscores and even confirms the theory. 
hrenschildt, 


George De 
intelligence agent and friend of Oswald, 
ed from an "apparent suicide" two hours after being 
terviewed by Edward Epstein for his book entitled, 
pend: The Secret World of Lee Harvey Oswald. Ina 

Ke manner, David Ferrie was murdered so soon after 
ing interviewed by an investigative reporter, that 
+ coroner placed the approximate time of death, not 
ber. but during the interview. These two deaths were 
> the exception, but the rule. Of the thirty-one 
Witnesses to Kennedy's assassination who stepped 
"ward to testify, eighteen were dead within three 

irs --— six from gunfire, three from car accidents, 

ee from heart attacks, two from suicides, one from a 
t throat, one from a karate chop to the neck and two 
reported natural causes. The Sunday Times 


ndon) later reported that the mathematical odds of 
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such deaths occurring without there being a conspiracy 
were one hundred thousand trillion to one. 

The life of Lee Harvey Oswald has never been 
cross-referenced with the life of Jim Jones and, though 
the connection is purely speculative, it is curious to 
note the number of things shared in common by these two 
men who had such a profound effect on Kennedy's last 
days. Both Jones and Oswald had been cleared for top 
secret work with the CIA. Though Jones was an 
experimenter and Oswald was a subject, both were 
involved in the agency's MK ULTRA program. Both men 
shared an expertise in the politics of Cuba and 
U.S./Cuban relations; long accepted as the reason 
Kennedy was killed. Finally, there is the case of 
attorney Mark Lane. Lane was legal counsel to Oswald's 
wife, Marina, following the assassination and later 
emerged as the foremost authority in the country on the 
CIA conspiracy to kill Kennedy. His book, Rush to 
Judgment, contradicted the findings of Allen Dulles, 
Gerald Ford and others on the Warren Commission who 
insisted that Oswald had acted alone. So convincing 
was his evidence that Lane succeeded in petitioning the 
government for a second official investigation; the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations scheduled 
their hearing for November 1978. As Lane prepared his 
testimony and supportive witnesses, he was contacted by 
Terri Buford of the Peoples Temple. Buford asked Lane 
to represent Jim Jones whom she claimed was being 
harassed by the CIA. Encouraged by a large retainer 
and the promise that Jones had information about the 
CIA that would be valuable in his research, Lane 
accepted the case and traveled to Jonestown in 
September 1978, to meet his new client. Upon his 


return to the United States in October, Lane announced 
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a press conference that he was favorably impressed 
with Jones and Jonestown and agreed to represent the 
‘peoples Temple in a lawsuit they were initiating 


sainst various federal agencies, including the CIA. 


November, Jones refused to allow Congressman Ryan's 
ty to enter Jonestown until Mark Lane was present. 
flowing Ryan's visit, Lane was in Jonestown as the 
sacre began. He was allowed to escape into the 
igle. Only days later, he stood before the House 
ect Committee on Assassinations, 


e experience in Jonestown. 


still shaken from 
He was upset and 
sorganized. Actually, Lane had been totally 


scredited by his association with Jim Jones. Terri 


ford, who reputedly defected from Jonestown only 
ree weeks before the massacre, moved into Lane's 
mphis home to help him write an account of his 

perience entitled The Strongest Poison. 


Attesting to 
ne's investigative abilities, 


the book is well 
ferenced and detailed, but Buford's influence served 


Suppress the truth. If Lane's career as an expert on 


i conspiracies was not already ruined, the media 


Sault that followed certainly finished him. 
used of, among other things, traveling to 
itzerland with Buford to empty the Temple's bank 
unts in her name. 


He was 


Whether Lane was duped or 


‘chased does not really matter, the end result was 


'same. Jones had silenced the foremost critic of 
(CIA, while at the same time using that person to 
a suit against the CIA to disassociate himself 


the agency in those last few critical months of 


@stown. Ironically, Jones had used Lane to help 


Querade his activities as well as the agency's 
ivities. 
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Jim Jones and Lee Harvey Oswald. At best, it 
is only a side story and not significant, only thought- 
provoking. Jones probably never met Oswald but the two 
had enough in common to say that they prescribed to the 
same circles of interest, which adds some credence to 
Jones' claim that, while in Brazil, he accurately 
predicted the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Jones returned to Indianapolis around Christmas 
of 1963 to resume control of his Peoples Temple from Ed 
Malmin. Malmin would remain with the Temple for about 
a two month transition period, after which he ordained 
Jones a minister in the service of the Disciples of 
Christ. It would be Jones' only religious title, one 
that he would maintain in good standing until the 
bitter cyanide end. His affiliation with the Disciples 
of Christ (that probably began when he studied for his 
teaching credentials at their Butler University) would 
help to legitimize his Peoples Temple. The Disciples 
of Christ boast a national membership of nearly two 
million, including such noteworthy people as presidents 
Lyndon Johnson and Ronald Reagan and FBI directors J. 
Edgar Hoover and Clarence Kelly. The Peoples Temple 
was the largest single contributor to the Disciples of 
Christ, having donated over one million dollars to the 
organization. 

Following Jones' ordination on February 16, 
1964, Ed Malmin totally dropped from the story, never 
to reappear. All of his actions can be justified, savè 
one: How could this minister offer Jim Jones his 
teenage daughter? There is a plausible answer. First, 
Ed Malmin was not as he appeared to be. He had grown 
up on the West Side of Chicago during the Roaring 
Twenties as a tough, street-wise delinquent, whose gang 


members called him, "Halfpint," due in part to his 
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nall, (5'-7", 140 lb.) frame, and in part to the 
jootlegged whiskey flask he always carried in his hip 
cket. What he lacked in size, Halfpint made up in 
ermination and a rowdy spirit that, combined with 
admiration for the local Chicago gangsters, soon 
j him committed to a juvenile home for his 
eteering. Eventually, he escaped from the home and 
feled as a hobo around the country to emerge from 
rather dubious background as a graduate of Aimee 
jle McPherson's Los Angeles Theological Seminary and 
Assemblies of God School, the Right Reverend Ed 
min. Jones claimed that Ed Malmin, himself, had 
ually molested his daughter, Bonnie, who. never 
iced any objection to Jones' allegations. But was 
> his daughter? An earlier doctor's report had 
afirmed that Malmin's wife, Judy, could not bear 
ldren. Her pregnancy and the birth of Bonnie was a 
rprise" to everyone. Bonnie Malmin may well have 
adopted. 

According to the announcement in the 
danapolis Star, Jones planned to "represent the 
Teh in Brazil following his ordination," but such 
not the case. He remained in Indianapolis where he 
Uidated the assets of his Temple and his 
gregation for their move to the only "safe place" in 
United States: Eureka, California. Jones' scouts 
relayed an article that had appeared in the 
boldt Standard (Eureka) that, in response to the 
Hire article, further defined their safe zone as a 
ridor extending from Eureka to Ukiah. Jones 
ected Ukiah and sent dossiers of his followers to 
‘scouts who were to locate suitable housing and 


loyment for the pilgrims. 
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Approximately one hundred and fifty Temple 
members migrated the two thousand miles to Ukiah in the 
spring and summer of 1965. Jones would follow, but not 
before issuing his farewell address to Indianapolis, 
After one of his Sunday morning broadcasts on WIBC 
radio, Jones informed Indianapolis News reporter 
William Wildhack that, once again, he was under attack 
by the KKK and the Nazis, who objected to a political 
comment he had aired on a previous program. Wildhack 
reported on April 17, 1965; 


The Rev. Mr. Jones has taken a 
prominent role here in the 
struggle for racial equality. He 
served as executive of the 
mayor's Human Rights Commission 
and he has adopted children of 
Negro, Korean and Japanese 
ancestry. He says some nasty 
remarks were made on the phone 
concerning his views on racial 
matters, but these seem secondary 
to the attacks on his theological 
views. One of the favorite 
tricks of the anonymous callers 
was to get one of the children on 
the phone and say: Did you know 
your father was an anti-Christ, a 
devil? During this period, the 
radio station received harrassing 
telephone calls, a fact confirmed 
by an employee involved. So, 
worried about the possible effect 


on his children and to save the 
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station the embarrassment, the 
Rev. Mr. Jones voluntarily 
stopped his broadcasts. 


Good-bye, Indiana. Hello, Cali- 


Before continuing on with Jones' career in 


lifornia, it is best to complete the story of Bonnie 



















[min while her contributions to Jones' Brazilian 
ssion are still fresh in the reader's mind. In her 
cond year of missionary training, she became Mrs. 
nie Burnham when she married a tall, dark-haired 
udent from Upstate New York whom she would identify 
ly by his surname. In 1966, following another year 
training and a year's internship in a small rural 
urch in Western New York State, Bonnie Burnham and 
r husband left on a mission to Brazil where they 
poOrtedly worked in an orphanage in Sao Paulo. While 
Brazil, Bonnie gave birth to two children. Stephan, 
e€ first, was named for Jones' natural son and 
ephany, the younger, was named for Jones' adopted 
ighter who had been killed years earlier in an auto 
fident. Bonnie's Stephany also died, soon after 
rth. Though it had been years since Bonnie had seen 
Mn Jones, the naming of her children after his attests 
the strong influence he still exerted on her life. 
The Burnhams returned to the United States in 
and, after a brief stay in Costa Mesa, California 
iere Bonnie had grown up) they moved to Ukiah to join 
> Peoples Temple. They lived with Jones and his 
lily until they acquired jobs and a place of their 
le Burnham reportedly worked at the local Masonite 


tory with several other Temple members. Bonnie 
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worked as secretary and legal aide to Temple attorneys 
Gene Chaiken and Tim Stoen, and also assisted Jones in 
Temple services. She would follow the preacher as he 
walked among his congregation. She carried a tray that 
held a comb for his hair, a towel to wipe the 
perspiration from his forehead and a bottle of drinking 
water. It was Bonnie's responsibility to be certain 
the water had not been poisoned. As with all top 
Temple aides, the Burnhams contributed 25% of their 
income to Jones. Bonnie also helped to perpetuate 
Jones' propaganda, as evidenced by the following 


testimony she gave to the congregation, 


Until Black people are accepted 
without racism and bigotry in the 
United States, I will remain 
ashamed of Norwegian heritage and 
blond hair. Eleven o'clock on 
Sunday morning is still the most 
segregated hour of the week in 
America. Only in Peoples Temple 
do you find a real, living 
Christ-like example of what Jesus 
talked about, and I'm proud to be 
a part of it.56 


Actually, there was considerable truth to Bonnie's 
Statement but nowhere was that truth more evident than 
in the Peoples Temple where Bonnie and others of the 
exclusively Caucasian hierarchy ruled the predominantly 
Black congregation. 

According to Bonnie, the Burnhams did not have 


a monogamous marriage, 





























We decided to give each other 
permission to have affairs 
without letting that disturb our 
other reasons for staying to- 
gether...If he found somebody he 
was interested in, he was free to 


check her out, and the same went 
for me.57 


ind September of 1972, Bonnie picketed the San 
icisco Examiner with Jones after the paper's 

igion columnist, Reverend Lester Kinsolving, penned 
ries of articles damning the Peoples Temple. After 
>, demonstration, Jones asked Bonnie to seduce 
solving, gain his confidence and find out how much 
Knew about the Peoples Temple. According to Bonnie, 
answered, "Sure, Jim -- if you think it'll do any 
j. "58 

And then there was the time that Jones 

Junced in a meeting of the Temple's Planning 

Mission that the CIA had given him a video recording 
me of Bonnie's sexual encounters. Bonnie contended 
t Jones had set up the affair and denied any 

Wledge that her performance had been taped. 

Tly, Jones did arrange and tape Bonnie's sexual 
tionships. Such standard procedures in the Temple 

' usually used to blackmail the Temple member's 
lowing partner. 

Sometime during 1974, Bonnie left her husband 
the Peoples Temple and moved to Santa Cruz, 

fornia, where she found employment as an insurance 
Sperson. She divorced the mysterious Mr. Burnham. 
odd that she never mentioned his first name, 


still that he is not mentioned in any other 
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account of the Peoples Temple. It is almost as if the 
intention was to allow him to remain anonymous, perhaps 
for good reason. The Burnhams' relationship had all 
the earmarks of a marriage of convenience, something 
that permeates the history of the Temple's hierarchy, 
During Bonnie's stay in Ukiah, Guyana's Prime Minister, 
Forbes Burnham, visited his old friend, Jim Jones, in 
the Temple. There remains only one vague reference to 
their secret meeting from Ukiah reporter Kathy Hunter, 
who interviewed Burnham during his stay. Could 
Bonnie's husband have been related to the Prime 
Minister? 

In Santa Cruz, Bonnie dated several men (most 
noteworthy, a parapsychologist) and her promiscuity 
earned her the nickname, the "Blonde Bomber." For the 
next three years, Marceline Jones would spend weekends 
with Bonnie in Santa Cruz. It was her retreat. Bonnie 
also visited the Joneses in Ukiah and occasionally 
attended Temple services in San Francisco, where her 
only responsibility was to escort Mayor George Moscone. 

In June of 1978, Bonnie married one Hank 
Thielmann to begin the last act of her play. Soon 
after the wedding, she was contacted by former Temple 
attorney and reputed defector, Tim Stoen, who offered 
her $1,200 from an unnamed donor to join the Concerned 
Relatives on Congressman Ryan's inspection tour of 
Jonestown. She agreed and became the only Concerned 
Relative who did not have a family member in Guyana. 

During the trip to Guyana, Bonnie gravitated to 
the company of Tim Stoen and Congressman Ryan and was 
one of only two Concerned Relatives who accompanied 
Ryan to a dinner at the U.S. Ambassador's home. While 
the group waited in Georgetown for permission to enter 


Jonestown, Bonnie disassociated herself from their 
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forts and set out on her own to get an appointment 
n Jones. She radioed her request from the Temple's 
rgetown office. Jones' affirmative reply came only 
utes after the Congressman's plane left for the 

le interior. Bonnie would remain safe in 

getown during the massacre. Her last words to Ryan 


a warning, 


Leo, promise me you won't spend 
the night in Jonestown. You 
don't know how Jim Jones' mind 
works. There's nothing he won't 
do to stop you. I know you're 
getting a late start in the day, 
but if you stay overnight, he 
could send some naked woman into 
your room and then flash the 
picture all across the States -- 
he'll do anything. 9°? 


hie knew firsthand how Jones' mind worked as many a 
€ she had been the "naked woman" in the picture. 
Soon after news of the massacre reached 
Pgetown, Bonnie left Guyana with Tim Stoen on a U.S. 
Force C-130 Hercules transport plane sent by 

en's brother to rescue them. She appeared again in 
th San Francisco at the funeral of Congressman Ryan. 
reasons of security, the church selected for the 
fices was rather small, too small to hold the 

dreds of mourners who waited on the front lawn as 
ret service men searched the building for possible 
Jle assassins or explosives. Only a selected few 

€ allowed to enter the church. After a private word 


1 the secret service agent in charge, Bonnie was 
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among them. She waited on the front steps and grabbeg 
George Moscone's arm as he passed. They entered 
together. In the vestibule, she whispered to the mayor 
that, if he remained silent, she and others would come 
to his aid and testify that he, too, had been duped by 
Jones. She gave him a hug and a polite kiss on the 
cheek. Moscone took his assigned seat in the middle of 
the group on the right, while Bonnie continued to her 
assigned seat in the second row on the left, amid the 
congressional delegation she had been sent to spy on. 
According to a local newspaper article, 


‘I don't understand it', 
the mayor reportedly confided to 
friends, ‘but I'm scared.' 

He did not mention that 
he was frightened of anything or 
anyone in particular, only that 
recent events -~ especially the 
murder of his longtime friend, 
Congressman Leo Ryan in Guyana -—- 
were troubling him. 

At Ryan's funeral in 
South San Francisco last Wednes- 
day, a woman stranger gripped 
Moscone's arm as he was entering 
the church and said something to 
the effect that she was going in 
with him. 

‘It was a harmless thing, 
but it scared the day-lights out 
of him,' a friend of the mayor 


said yesterday. 60 






































onnie was no "Stranger" to Moscone, nor was their 


encounter a "harmless thing.'' Certainly, Moscone had 


not forgotten his personal Temple "escort" but, due to 
at appears to be the true nature of their 

ationship, it is no surprise that he denied knowing 

Nor is it surprising that he was frightened by 

encounter, he had every reason to be. Bonnie's 

the "kiss of death;" Moscone had exactly five days 

live before he, too, was assassinated. 

Following the eulogy given by Joe Holsinger, 

n's longtime friend and foremost advocate of the 

Ory that Jonestown was a CIA MK ULTRA experiment, 

group left for the Golden Gate National Cemetery in 

Bruno. According to Bonnie, "I rode to the 

etery on one of the buses reserved for congressmen, 

inks to having received a pass while sitting in their 

"61 

Ryan was buried with full military honors, 

the grave of Admiral Chester Nimitz, 


next 
rather ironic 
Nimitz was a friend and neighbor of the family of 
N's co-assassin. Chip Carter, the President's son, 
Sented a flag to Ryan's mother. Later that day, a 
vate reception was held at the San Francisco Hilton 
el. Somehow, Bonnie managed to be invited upstairs 
the suite reserved for Ryan's family where she met 
Spoke with all thirty-five relatives. 
sressmen, 


As with the 
Bonnie's task was to ascertain whether any 


tyan's relatives were suspicious of a conspiracy in 
death. She was still working for Jim Jones. 
Bonnie then set out to defend her association 
1 Jones by writing a book about her experiences in 
Peoples Temple. The "Blonde Bomber" took a week's 
ition at the Cenacle Retreat House in Warrenville, 


inois where, along with professional writer Dean 
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Merrill, she outlined The Broken God that was publisheg 
in January, only two months after the demise of 
Jonestown. The religious retreat was the appropriate 
theatrical backdrop for her work which repeatedly 
quoted the Bible to explain the events of her life ang 
her reactions to them. As far as the book could 
stretch the truth, it portrayed Bonnie as an innocent, 
religious woman who desired sympathy for her ordeal in 
the Temple. The Broken God is sufficiently accurate in 
detail to be used as a reference in this chapter but, 
like other firsthand accounts, the book omits the 
important aspects of the story. 

Jones often claimed to be the reincarnation of 
various historic figures, including the Egyptian 
Pharaoh, Ikhnaton. Marceline Jones was supposed to 
have been Ikhnaton's wife, Nefertiti, and Bonnie one of 
their six daughters. She fancied herself as the one 
who married Ikhnaton's nephew and successor, the famous 
Tutankhamen. The Joneses were close to Bonnie, who was 
one of the few people to witness the public career from 
beginning to end. Her total contribution to the 
efforts of Jim Jones will probably never be 
appreciated. Bonnie Malmin Burnham Thielmann, by any 


name, hers is the life story of a Peoples Temple whore: 
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V A CALIFORNIA CONCENTRATION CAMP 



















About a hundred miles north of San Francisco 

a patchwork quilt of small horse farms and rolling 
yards known as Mendocino County. The county is 
internationally, for its production of fine wine 
S and nationally for its production of high- 

ty marijuana: the county's leading cash crop. 

of the region's sparse population is concentrated 
cultivated flat lands between the Coastal and 
amas mountain ranges in an area the native Pomo 

ns named "Deep Valley" or Ukiah. Ukiah, the 

y seat, was a sleepy rural community of 10,000 in 
when the Reverend Jim Jones and his followers 

ed in the heat of mid-summer. The Peoples Temple 
remain headquartered in the Ukiah area for the 
nine years, during which time they would 

trate every aspect of county government, sway 

ical elections, purchase a sizable portion of the 
estate and businesses and, in short, become the 
ate power in Mendocino County; the only safe place 


United States. 
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The Temple's advance team had primed the loca] 
press for the pilgrims' arrival. George Hunter, the 
managing editor of the Ukiah Daily Journal, and his 
reporter wife Kathy were offered gifts intended to 
produce the favorable press coverage necessary if the 
Caucasian locals were to tolerate what would be their 
only Black neighbors. Kathy Hunter wrote the front 
page article that introduced the Peoples Temple to 
Ukiah in the July 26, 1965 edition of the Ukiah Daily 


Journal. 


Represented in the group and 
indicative of the substantial 
background of the membership are 
nurses, teachers, a pilot, a 
traffic engineer, an electronics 
man, salespeople and private 
businessmen. One of the new- 
comers has already purchased an 
apartment house, another has 
bought a Ukiah motel, and still 
another is negotiating the 
purchase of a rest home here. 

Far from being a closed, 
tightly knit group living ina 
communal existence, members of 
the church live their own lives 
as part of the community as a 
whole, held together only by 
their belief that all men-- 
white, black, yellow, or red--are 
one brotherhood. 62 
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As early as February of 1965, the Temple's 
‘advance team had initiated negotiations to purchase the 
Evangelical Free Church on the corner of Bush and Henry 
reets in Ukiah. Jones would hold services in the 
Iding until November of 1965 when he withdrew his 
fer to purchase what was the only available church in 
n. The Temple reportedly broke off negotiations 
their Indiana corporations lost their licenses 
ause they failed to file the required annual 

orts. Actually, they had formed a new corporation, 
Peoples Temple of the Disciples of Christ of 
wood Valley" that could have easily purchased the 
urch. The stated purpose of the new corporation, 
artered on November 26, 1965, was to “further the 

of God" but apparently not at the Evangelical Free 
irch building. Jones abandoned his first California 
adquarters after occupying it for five months, 
ssumably rent-free. 

Jones next acquired the free use of a classroom 
the Ridgewood Range, a religious colony located 

gut ten miles north of Ukiah. The Peoples Temple met 
that classroom for about two years until late 1967 
the Christ's Church of the Golden Rule, who owned 
> building, ordered the Temple off their property, 
Ortedly fearing that Jones was trying to take over 
ir church. The Temple then met in a 4-H exhibition 
at the Mendocino County Fairgrounds until early 

8 when Jones moved the services to the house he had 
Chased for his family in Redwood Valley, a remote 
lage about seven miles outside Ukiah. The group 

St met in Jones' two-car garage under conditions so 
wded as to discourage outsiders from dropping in on 
ople services. Ukiah is primarily middle-class 


Servative Caucasians. Even though the locals could 
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have provided sizable contributions, Jones did not 
recruit or even want their membership as they had no 
place in the experiment. There were Caucasian 
management personnel but few, if any, were from 
Mendocino County. Just about all of Jones' White 
lieutenants were hand-picked from Indiana and other 
parts of California. The only Blacks in Ukiah were 
those who Jones had brought from Indiana. Their 
numbers would increase as Jones succeeded in recruiting 
Blacks from the Oakland ghettos to relocate in Ukiah, 
live in Temple-owned housing, sign up for welfare with 
a Temple aide in the county office and provide the 
labor, the money and the subjects for the experiment 
being planned. Temple aide Edith Parks described the 
period when Jones was turning away the locals who were 
sampling the services of his new church in a letter to 
Virginia Morningstar, dated April 26, 1968 which began 
"burn this." Thankfully, she did not. 


- . . All work at something. 

They have to; rent is $90-$125 
for small houses and groceries 
are so high. Most of them pay 25 
percent tithes. It will take 
care of them all later some way. 
Jim is turning them away from 
church. 85 for Easter. 35 last 
Sunday. People are awakening and 
are worried but he says it is too 
risky! He sends them back to 
their own churches and tells them 
to pray and work where they are. 
There isn't time to re-educate 


new ones, even those who have 
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been taught far ahead of our 
"type" of religion. A few have 
even been allowed to come and 
they jump in with both feet. You 
don't have to teach them 
anything. They know & they know 
who he is & what he is here for. 
He knows every thought, act or 
deed. In the message Sunday he 
said everything that is to happen 
in the future has been seen & met 
for all who will meet conditions 
they must. He knows just what 
will happen to each one, even how 


Gney will die... 


It will happen yet, right here, 
too. If only I could write it 
all but the American people have 
already been conditioned to go 
the way they are going and 
acting, so they will think we 
need the laws that will be put 
through Congress, each one taking 
away more of our rights! Just 
watch who is for them! Reagan is 
a full-fledged fascist.63 





th Parks' letter was indicative of the prevailing 
itude of the Temple's Caucasian aides. She was more 
itical than religious and strangely cryptic in her 
UNications. Why was it "too risky" to allow just 
One to join? Why was there not enough "time to re- 


ate new ones?" Had the life expectancy of the 
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Peoples Temple been set as early as 1968? Probably. 

By describing those who were allowed to join as knowing 
the truth about Jones and his mission, she reveals the 
extent of her own knowledge. Note her use of the thirg 
person "they". "They" must work. "They" pay tithes, 
Jones knew how "they" would die. Edith Parks and her 
family had joined the Peoples Temple in its early 
stages in Indianapolis and would play an important role 
in the final hours of Jonestown. Even though she was a 
lifetime member, she did not include herself in the 
ranks of the Black congregation. This "us and them" 
attitude, though contrary to the Temple's public 
doctrine of racial integration, was the true 
relationship between the Caucasian hierarchy and the 
Black parishioners. 

Temple membership doubled to three hundred in 
the first three years in Ukiah but by 1968 they still 
had no permanent headquarters other than the cramped 
quarters of Jones' two-car garage. The church in town 
would first appear the logical solution but, even 
though it was affordable and accommodating, Jones let 
the deal fall through as the property was too public. 
Anyone in town might wander in off the streets. 
Likewise the exhibition barn at the fairgrounds was 
much too public. The Ridgewood Range provided the 
private classroom setting Jones needed to indoctrinate 
his Caucasian lieutenants but it would not serve as the 
Black church they were planning. 

So it was with three hundred people in his 
garage that Jones set out to build his first California 
church in the summer of 1968. The first step was to 
submit a building permit to construct a forty-one foot 
swimming pool next to his Redwood Valley home. 


Immediately upon completion of the pool, a second 
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permit was issued to build a roof over the pool with 
Fhe stated purpose of creating a youth center. When 
ihe roof was finished in October, Jones applied for and 
ceived a third permit to enclose the structure as a 
reh. Possibly the only church in America built over 
wimming pool. The word "church" 
ropriate. 


is really not 
There were no crosses or statues or 


‘tures of deities or saints. The redwood structure 


; rustic and modern and not at all like a church. 
a star-shaped stained glass window, which was more 


panic than Christian, gave the impression that this 


a house of worship. The rural setting of Jones' 


tate provided the privacy required to conduct his 
Siness in secret and stands as an example of the 


mple's introverted personality. It was a closed 


oup that did not attempt to recruit or even mingle 


th the locals. Though the location of the Redwood 


lley Temple is understandably desirable, the 
indabout method of construction used to build a 


irch over a swimming pool is without apparent reason. 


' indoor pool was used for recreation, quasi-baptisms 


l occasionally punishment, but its role as the focal 


nt of the Redwood Valley Temple has never been fully 
lerstood. 


As in Indiana, Jones used the threat of an 


een enemy to bind his congregation together and, 


in 
S case, 


provide a logical reason for his plans to 


ce and fortify the Temple compound. In May of 1968, 


Placed a half-page ad in the Ukiah Daily Journal to 
wer allegations and threats he said were generated 

the 
ple 


local John Birch Society after he had led his 
in a march to protest the Vietnam War. Since 
Ku Klux Klan was not active in Northern California, 


2s selected the John Birch Society as representative 
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of the White supremacists who opposed the alleged 
socialistic politics of the Temple. Actually, Jo 
was close friends with Walter Heady, the society' 
local president. Heady often visited the Temple 
was even allowed to address the congregation and 
present films. Jones often consulted Heady on 
political matters and the two men would maintain 
communication for years to come. Kathy Hunter, 
reporter, wife of the editor and co-owner of the 
Daily Journal, reciprocated for the half-page ad 
penning an article which appeared in the paper's 
3, 1968 edition under the headline, "Local Group 


Suffers Terror in the Night." 


A telephone rings in the middle 
of the night, but when it is 
answered the only sound is 
someone's breathing on the other 
end--then the click of a 
receiver. 

Or it rings and, in a measured 
voice--all the more chilling 
because of its utter lack of 
emotion--comes the threat: 'Get 
out of town if you don't want to 
get blown out of your classroom 
window.' Besides his duties to 
his parish and his many community 
services, Jones also teaches in 
Anderson Valley and Ukiah. 64 


Temple members continually complained to the 
authorities about night riders who shot out windo 


threw dead dogs onto the Temple grounds. All the 


nes 
S 


and 


Ukiah 
by 


June 


ws and 
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hich would help to explain the otherwise unexplainable 
Fa he had planned for the Peoples Temple. The two 
assaults in the summer of 1968 also served to explain 
the locals why Jones was fortifying the Temple 
pound. A chain-link fence, complete with barbed 

», Was installed around the perimeter and a guard 

r built by the front gate. Armed guards patrolled 
fence with German shepherds twenty-four hours a 
Mrs. Vera Rupe was one of the first neighbors to 
ice the security guards who made no attempt to 

iceal their weapons as they paced the fence or 

Iled in the parking lot. She and her husband filed 
‘complaint with the police charging the Temple with 
Session of illegal submachine guns and harassment. 
sy claimed the guards spied on them with binoculars 
d the search lights on the tower kept them awake at 
ght. Jones had powerful allies in the sheriff's 
fice who not only ignored the complaint, but issued 
less than six concealed weapon permits to Temple 
ards. The armed guards, barbed wire, search lights 
d attack dogs made the compound look like a 
ncentration camp and in many respects it was. The 
rtifications were intended not only to keep people 

t but also to keep people in. 

Through his connections in government Jones 
ranged to be appointed to several positions of power 
Mendocino. He first approached the superintendent 
the Anderson Valley School District located in 
Mville some fifty miles southwest of Redwood Valley. 
leal was struck in which Jones would enroll sixteen 
ple children in the school district in exchange for 
josition teaching social studies to sixth graders in 
Inville. The district received thousands more in 


ite aid and Jones received a paying job that was more 
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important to his plans than has been previously 
recognized. The meager salary Jones received from hig 
teaching job could not have justified the cost of 
transporting sixteen children one hundred miles a day, 
He had several other reasons for teaching in Boonville. 
The Temple students were inner-city Blacks whose 
presence in the Ukiah School District was unique and 
disruptive. Jones defused a potentially difficult 
Situation in his own back yard by transporting the 
Blacks fifty miles away in what might be the ultimate 
in forced busing. Mike Cartmell was the Caucasian 
leader of the displaced students and his instructions 
were to make certain that the Temple students did not 
socialize with the exclusively White Boonville 
children. It was segregation and not integration that 


would keep the peace in Boonville. Jones taught there 











for about two years until June of 1969 when he resigned 
and withdrew the Temple children. One report claims 
that he had a homosexual relationship with one of his 
students during this period. Jones counseled the boy 
after having been apparently responsible for his 
parents' divorce. The two would spend weekends in San 
Francisco where Jones demanded a minister's discount om 
the hotel room he registered under "The Rev. Jim Jones 
and Son." Though there were no eyewitnesses to such 
activities, what really matters here is not how Jones 
recruited his sixth graders but that he was recruiting 
them. The timetable was perfect. Some eight years 
later, as Jones was moving his Temple to South Americas 
his sixth graders had just graduated from Santa Rosa 
Junior college. They went on to join the ranks of the 
guards and medical staff of the experiment. 
Sixth graders are of particular interest to the 


CIA for it is at this level of education that the 
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eral government studies every student in the country 
the only mandatory national examination: the I.Q. 
st. Many argue its validity but nevertheless the 
al government has required the I.Q. test for 

S. It was originally developed in the early 

en hundreds as a means to evaluate the mental 
ity of immigrants from southern Europe. The U.S. 
nment was afraid that Italians would dilute the 
stock of America and so they developed this 

nce exam to exclude what they perceived as the 
lly deficient. Unlike most tests that measure 

s ability to regurgitate information, the I.Q. test 
ires one's potential to learn. It is a logical 
ression, designed to evaluate not what a person 

iS, but his ability to ascertain and solve problem 
ations common to all languages and cultures. At 

e point in time the federal government required 

Ol systems to administer the test to sixth graders 
forward the forms to Washington where they are now 
uter corrected. The students and even their 

OOls are often denied access to the test results. 
1.Q. test is not given to further the education of 
Student or to help the schools. The I.Q. test is 
to further the interests of the agencies of the 
ral government, like the CIA, whose business it is 
rack the talented. 

A hundred miles was a long way to travel each 
could there have been a specific attraction in 
Wille? Boonville is the only community in the 

ed States to have developed its own language. 
earlier, this remote town had invented 

Mtling" a truly American language that served to 

l the community together as well as confuse and 


ajiye outsiders. Boonville has a national reputation 
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for keeping to itself yet the Rev. Jim Jones broke the 
barriers and even recruited from its ranks. Perhaps it 
was he who was being tested under difficult 
circumstances; a test he apparently passed. In the 
end, Jones did retain the services of some of his sixt 
grade class. Some came to Jones because the CIA had 
assigned them. Some came because they were duped and 
some came because they were brainwashed in a 
painstakingly slow process that began in the sixth 
grade. 

Jones used the same scenario to get a job 
teaching American history and government in Ukiah's 
fledgling adult education program. The evening classes 
were closed to all but the Temple hierarchy and remains 
as an example of how Jones used an existing system to 
his own ends. He would have taught his class anyway. 
With the arrangement, he received the free use of a 
classroom and even a salary for his efforts. Rather 
than draw from the CIA's labor pool, Jones would 
maintain ultimate security and actually create some of 
the operatives that would aid him in the experiment. 

In 1967, Superior Court Judge Robert Winslow 
appointed Jones foreman of the Mendocino County Grand 
Jury. The following year, he was appointed to the 
Juvenile Justice Commission, an advisory board to the 
courts. Between the two positions he had the ability 
to bring charges for or against anyone in the county; 
especially considering his close relationship with 
Assistant District Attorney Tim Stoen. 

In May of 1967, Jones formed the Legal Services 
Foundation of Mendocino County, a nonprofit group 
offering free legal services to the needy, most of whom 
were his followers who needed the services of an 


attorney to petition the courts for welfare support, t9 
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nsfer property, or to settle a divorce or child 
ustody case. In August, Marceline Jones resigned her 
at on the foundation's board of directors to make way 
her husband to be appointed vice president. Also 
igust, the foundation acquired the free use of an 
> in Ukiah and their first directing attorney, the 
r Assistant District Attorney Tim Stoen. Tim 
(always played an important role in the Peoples 
e as Jones' second-in-command and the Temple's 
| counsel. Some say he remains so to this day, but 
believe Stoen's claims that he defected from the 
le in 1976. However, back in April of 1969, Tim 
n was on a mission for Jim Jones when he left the 
Services Foundation to accept a position with the 
il Aid Society of Alameda County where he was 
igned to the West Oakland Black ghetto. . Stoen 
nseled Blacks who were on welfare and in trouble 
ìi the law; the perfect demographic for the 
sriment. Many were offered a fresh start in the 
ntry atmosphere of Redwood Valley. A Temple aide in 
Mendocino County Welfare Department would register 
recipient who would sign over his check to the 
ples Temple in exchange for the housing, food and 
araderie he enjoyed under its care. His time was 
n free to work as a volunteer in whatever project 
Temple had undertaken. The test persons themselves 
Id provide the money and the labor for the 
sriment in which they would die. 
There was always something to do in the 
itical department. Temple members wrote letters in 
port of or in opposition to nearly every political 
ue of the day in the local, state and national 
| Temple aides had infiltrated every county 


nas. 
ernment office. Many of the elected officials owed 
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their positions to Jones who controlled sixteen Percent 
of the votes in Mendocino. 

The Temple paid cash for the only shopping 
center in Redwood Valley and opened "Valley 
Enterprises" where propaganda was created and printed 
for public relations, recruitment and donations. The 
center also housed the Temple's bus garage as Jones h 
purchased eleven used Greyhound buses to transport hi 
people. "More Things" on State Street in Ukiah was 
another Temple business that sold the personal 
possessions of the Temple members who donated, not onl} 
household articles and jewelry, but also their labor a 
sales clerks. "Relics and Things" was opened in 1976 
on School and Henry Streets as a last-ditch effort to 
divest the congregation of any personal wealth before 
transporting them off to Guyana. 

Patty Cartmell, the head of Jones' intelligence 
operations, founded the "Ukiah Answering Service;" a 
home-operated business that employed seven Temple 
members to monitor the phone messages of the county's 
professionals and the radio communications of the 
Sheriff's department. It was one of Cartmell's more 
overt intelligence operations. 

The Temple also operated a number of 
convalescent homes and a forty acre foster care ranch 
for boys that added many Social Security and welfare 
checks to its income. Over fifty of the Temple's 
seniors were convinced to cash in their life-insurancé 
policies and donate the money to the Temple. Aides 
sold photographs of Jones as talismans. According to 
Birdie Marable, "I made $80 to $100 a meeting." The 
mailings from Valley Enterprises were generating about 
$800 per day in donations mailed to the Temple. At 


least thirty-two expensive real estate properties were 
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red to the Temple, greatly adding to its wealth. 
such San Francisco apartment house was in turn sold 
$127,000. Jessie Boyd, an elderly Black member, 
twenty-five percent of her meager income to the 

and still she was forced to bake and contribute 


yy eight cakes a week. Later she recalled, 


I bought all the fixings myself, 
and the church would take it over 
to the Safeway or Albertson's and 


sell each one for five dollars. 


I can't tell you how much I may 
have given in little bits of 
cash, 69 


r elderly women sewed quilts that the Temple sold 
about fifty dollars each. Temple children, 

illed and underage, were taken to San Francisco and 
ped off on a busy corner to beg for donations. At 
end of the day, a bus would pick up the kids and 
money canisters for the ride back to Redwood 

ley. To avoid punishment, the child had to provide 
feast five dollars for every hour spent on the 

ets. The money, in small and large increments, 

finued to flow into the Temple at many times the 

' necessary to offset its six hundred thousand 

ar annual budget. Tim Stoen was concerned that 

t or government officials might become suspicious 
investigate the origin of such large sums of cash 

he advised Jones to open no less than fifteen bank 


Ounts to evenly distribute the wealth. He was 


ted as saying, "I told him to move the money around. 
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It was stacking up and was going to cause big 
trouble. "66 

Members who worked in the private or public 
sector outside the Temple were required to donate 
between five and fifteen percent of their income. 
Jones raised this figure to twenty-five percent to help 
pay for a stockpile of food, medicine, weapons and 
ammunition he said they would need to survive the 
winter of the post-nuclear war he predicted was close 
at hand. He told the congregation that he had located 
the perfect site for their bomb shelter; a cave in the 


hills a few miles away. Perhaps some expressed 









skepticism about its existence but, in any event, Jones 
led a contingent of his followers to inspect the site. 
After a long walk, the group came upon a depression in 
the earth, surrounded by a fence and warning signs. At 
the center of the depression was a small hole in the 
ground, just large enough for a man to enter. An aide 
was lowered down into the hole but after one hundred 
and fifty feet of rope, he never found the bottom of 
what was apparently a bottomless pit. Jones still 
insisted that all would be safe in the cave but he 
neglected to tell his Black congregation the local lore 
about the grotto. It seems that many years earlier, a 
Black man had reportedly raped a White woman in a 
nearby stagecoach station and a group of White 
vigilants threw the accused down the hole to his 
certain death. Ever since that day, the cave was known 
to the locals as the "Nigger Hole." Jim Jones had an 
unusual sense of humor. 

In exchange for their donations of money and 
labor, the Temple provided its members with at least 
the bare essentials of food and housing. Members lived 


in Temple communes that were no more than over-crowded 
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ement houses. Each was charged rent that, when 
aled and weighed against expenses, netted the Temple 
dditional eight to ten thousand dollars a month. 
mple also operated dormitories at Santa Rosa 
college where as many as twenty-five Caucasian 

S were packed into a cardboard-partitioned, 
family house. Student board at Santa Rosa added 
r twenty-eight thousand dollars to the coffer 
year. 

Feeding his flock was a monumental task that 
lessened by milking government poverty programs. 
nember applied for and received government food 

ns thanks in no small part to the Temple aides who 
nmfiltrated such government funded programs. The 
us powdered milk incident is a prime example. 

On March 5, 1971, Mrs. Eunice Mock, supervisor 
Mendocino County surplus commodities program, 

a colleague were driving along a county road near 
90d Valley when they spotted two open pick-up 

S loaded with between fifty and eighty cases of 
Powdered milk. Mrs. Mock was the sole distributor 
uch commodities in Mendocino County and, since she 
no knowledge of such a substantial order, she 

ected fraud and followed the trucks until they 

ed over to the side of the road. One of the truck 
srs, Temple member James Bogue, approached Mock's 

to ask why she was following them. When she asked 

_ the cases of milk that were clearly stamped 

i", Bogue said that it was for the poor and none of 
business. She copied down the license numbers and 
e off to file a complaint with the authorities who 
vered that one of the trucks was registered to the 
les Temple. When confronted, Bogue said that the 


was not from Mendocino but was intended for the 
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county's poor and that he was "incensed with the ideg 


that the church was involved." His rebuttal did not 





satisfy the Department of Agriculture that dispatchegq 
two fraud investigators to speak with Jones in Redwoog 
Valley. Jones denied that the truck was owned by the 
Temple. He also denied any knowledge of the milk in 
question and avoided further questioning by grabbing 
his chest as if in pain and retiring to his parsonage 
where he phoned Tim Stoen for help. Stoen was in the 
middle of an important county Board of Supervisors 
meeting but left abruptly when he received the message, 
He arrived at the Temple and immediately questioned the 
rights of the investigators and defended Bogue, Jones 
and the Temple. Reports vary slightly from one account 
to the next but apparently both the investigators and 
the Board of Supervisors questioned the priorities of 
the Assistant District Attorney who said that his 
church came first and the county second. He proved his 
point by having County Supervisor Al Barbero phone San 
Francisco Supervisor Dianne Feinstein to enlist her 
help in stopping the investigation. Feinstein was 
called because the powdered milk had originated in a 
San Francisco warehouse operated by the Community 
Health Alliance, a nonprofit, government-funded 
organization headed by Temple member Peter Holmes. 
Obviously, Holmes had been using his position to steal 
food from the government to feed the Peoples Temple; 4 
practice that would have continued had it not been for 
the chance encounter with Mrs. Mock. As it was, the 
Temple returned the milk to San Francisco and the USDA 
continued its investigation for several weeks after 
which the Department of Health seized control of the 


warehouse and Peter Holmes resigned. No charges were 
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ever filed. Neither the theft nor the Temple's 
involvement was ever reported in the news. 

| Aside from the donations it received from the 
side and the tithes it received from its members 
ide, the Temple was financed almost exclusively by 
icies of the federal government through tax-funded 
S, poverty programs and give-aways. Many members 

> employed at the Mendocino State Mental Hospital or 
the school system or the welfare office, all under 
s U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 
ler the Department of Justice, there were Temple 
ibers in law enforcement, in the grand jury and the 
Strict attorney's office. Black members contributed 
eir government checks from the Social Security 
ministration and the welfare division of HEW. The 
SDA provided food and the California Highway Patrol 
fovided inexpensive, high-powered police cruisers that 
mes purchased at auction and issued to his aides as 
mpany cars. Though they removed the CHP emblem from 
e car doors, they neglected, possibly intentionally, 
“repaint the familiar "black and whites." 

Throughout his career, Jones received millions 
‘dollars from the federal government, millions he 

ed to finance the experiment in Jonestown. In the 
id, even the tractor that transported the assassins to 
Site of congressman Ryan's murder was "U.S. 
vernment surplus." Had Jones only mastered the 

Stem and taken advantage of its bureaucratic 
efficiencies, or did he have inside help? A phone 

ll from the Washington D.C. headquarters of a 
Vernment agency to its state or local office, asking 
em to co-operate with the Peoples Temple, would have 
en sufficient for Jones to perpetrate the massive 


aud. To this day, no federal agency has ever 
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expressed any remorse or responsibility for financing 
Jonestown or even any embarrassment at having been 
duped into doing so. 

April 4, 1968 was a turning point. The 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. created ą 
void in the Black leadership; a void Jim Jones rushed 
to fill. As stated, there were few, if any, Blacks in 
Mendocino County so Jones looked south to the ghettos 
of Oakland and San Francisco for his victims. Tim 
Stoen and other trusted aides had already been planted 
in key government positions in the Bay Area when Jones 
set out to recruit the Black subjects for the 
experiment. He held services in San Francisco and 
Oakland inner-city school auditoriums, churches, 
meeting halls and theaters attracting as many Black 
welfare recipients as possible. From the outside, 
Jones' rainbow family and multiracial Peoples Temple 
appeared to be the cutting edge of the integration 
movement but, from the inside, both the old and new 


Black recruits were segregated from the Caucasian 





leadership. This obvious inequality would be recog- 
nized and recorded only once when, a few years later in 
1976, eight Black members would send a letter of 


resignation to Jim Jones, in which they complained, 


You said that the revolutionary 
focal point at present is in 
black people.... There is no 
potential in the white population 
according to you. Yet, where is 
the black leadership, where is 
the black staff and black 
attitade? Black people are being 


tapped for money, practically 
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nothing else. How can there be 
sound trust from black people if 
there's only white nit-picking 
staff, hungrily taking advantage 
to castrate black men? Staff 
creates so much guilt that it 
breaks the black spirit of 
revolution (if the blacks have 
any). There's no revolutionary 
teaching taught the way it used 
to be. At one time you told us 
to read, yet now staff comes in 
to steal books from those who 
have them. All the staff con- 
cerns itself with is sex, sex, 
sex. What about socialism? How 
does 99 1/2 percent of People's 
Temple manage to know zero about 


socialism?6? 












Sex was just about the only reward that Jones 

d his aides received for their efforts. Caucasian 
les enjoyed a higher standard of living than did the 
ack congregation but the Temple never paid in cash, 
ly services and a prolific sex life was the favored 
Mmuneration. Sex was a common topic of Temple 

rvices as Jones was continually bragging about his 
perhuman abilities. His female aides gave absurd 
Stimony as to the pleasures of Jones' "divine penis," 
t his sexual exploits were not confined to women as 

' had homosexual relationships with many of his male 
Sistants who were then blackmailed into Slavery. 

Nes was so promiscuous as to require an appointment 
Cretary just to schedule his affairs. Patty Cartmell 
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and later Carolyn Layton, who Jones jokingly referreg 
to as his "fucking secretary," would telephone a member 
to ask, "Father hates to do this but he has this 
tremendous urge and could you please...?" All of the 
chosen were Caucasian. Despite its interracial image, 
mixed marriages were not permitted in the Temple and 
there is no evidence to even suggest that Jones or his 
White aides ever had sex with a Black member. There is 
not a single case of a mulatto child being born to a 
Temple member. 

All sexual relationships had to first be 
approved by the Temple's Relationship Committee, giving 
Jones additional control over the congregation that was 
often denied sex, even between married couples. 
Members who stepped out of line were often humiliated 
by requiring them to elaborate on their sexual 
experiences or strip naked and copulate in front of the 
entire congregation. Steve Addison, who was accused of 
having sex without prior approval was once called to 
the podium and ordered to perform cunnilingus on an 
overweight woman in the midst of her menstrual period. 
As Addison dropped to his knees to accept his 
punishment, Jones shouted, "Piss! Piss!" and the woman 
urinated in his face. "Throw up! Throw up!" he yelled, 
and the woman forced her fingers down her throat until 
she vomited on his head. 

Sex was also used to reward and blackmail 
politicians both in California and later in Guyana 
where Jones would provide a number of Temple women to 
government officials who were then shown photographs of 
their encounter and reminded that if they refused to 
co-operate with the Temple their public careers would 


be ruined. 
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Jones claimed to be the only true heterosexual 
the Temple and often called for a show of hands of 
| homosexuals. If a member did not raise his hand, 
juld be ridiculed for dishonesty. If he did raise 
and, he ran the risk of being singled out for 

e. The subject was impossible to avoid. Many 

srs were forced to sign confessions attesting to 
sexuality or child molesting that were later used 
fackmail the signatory. 

The Peoples Temple was not a religion. Jim 

S did not believe in God who he said was powerless 
ffect any change on the earth. He claimed the 

e was “dotted through and through with 

‘ications, inconsistencies and incongruities which 
alt the normal intelligence of readers." He would 
ow the Bible on the floor, step on it, tear out the 
es and talk about using them for toilet paper. Once 
burned a Bible during a service just to show that 
would be no reprisal from the "Impotent Sky God." 
called it the "Black Book" which may be the only 

a in his public career that Jones used the word 

ick" in a derogatory manner as he went so far as to 
ige "blackmail" to "whitemail" and "black market" to 
te market" so as not to offend his congregation. 
le services had many of the trappings of a church, 
was organ music and gospel singing but that is 
as far as it went. Jones' sermons were mainly 
[tical, taking stories from the newspaper to prove 
point that the Blacks were losing their rights as 
izens. The Peoples Temple was not a church but a 
al experiment disguised as a church. 

In 1970, Jones' old friend Prime Minister 

ses Burnham left the British Commonwealth, 

iblished diplomatic relations with Cuba and so lost 
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all U.S. aid. It was a critical year for Guyana and 


the prime minister called for help from his old CIA 







buddy. Jones first flew to Cuba, where he met with 
Fidel Castro after which he continued on to Georgetown, 
Guyana for his meeting with Burnham. What was 
accomplished on this trip is uncertain. 

Jones was not the only Temple member who 
traveled. His fleet of eleven used Greyhound buses 
carried the congregation on weekly trips to San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Los Angeles where in a Single 
weekend the Temple might receive as much as twenty 
thousand dollars in donations. As a show of strength, 
Jones always took his Redwood Valley congregation on 
such tours. The buses were said to have been over- 
crowded, with people riding in the overhead storage 
racks and down below in the baggage compartment. 
Members complained that the air conditioners and 
toilets did not work and that they were driven too long 
without food or rest. Jones had a special bus with air 
conditioning, a working bath and a private, bulletproof 
compartment. Each summer, members were given the 
opportunity to take a cross-country vacation and many 
boarded the Temple buses bound for national parks, 
monuments and other points of interest; sites never 
seen by these inner-city Blacks. The Temple's advance 
team arranged to rent auditoriums and leafletted the 
major cities to herald the group's arrival. Jones put 
on his usual show with its many collections all across 
the country. Such a trip was expected to net one to 
two hundred thousand dollars. The 1973 cross country 
trip was the most noteworthy. The buses stopped in 
Washington, D.C. where the Temple called on congressmen 
and succeeded in getting a description of the Peoples 


Temple entered in the Congressional Record. But the 
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shiight of the trip was the publicity Jones received 
en his Temple buses unloaded hundreds of members on 
> steps of the Capitol to pick up the litter around 
grounds. The Washington Post recorded the 

city stunt in their editorial page, dated August 


973 in which was written, 


The hands-down winners of any- 
body's tourist-of-the-year award 
have got to be the 660 wonderful 
members of the Peoples Temple... 
this spirited group of travelers 
fanned out from their 13 buses 
and spent about an hour cleaning 
up the [Capitol] grounds. 


In addition to the summer vacations and the 
ival tours, the Temple buses also carried members to 
voting polls and anywhere else Jones wanted to 
mstrate his power. When a group of reporters in 
Sno were tried for refusing to divulge their 

Jones sent hundreds to rally in support of the 
It was ironic that 


reces, 
esno Four" as he called them. 
5 manipulator of the media would defend the freedom 


the press, but irony was his trademark. In 1976, 


buses arrived at San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge 


re members disembarked to stage a demonstration in 


Jort of the proposed anti-suicide fences. Over the 


about six hundred people have jumped to their 
two-thirds the number who would 
the same people who 


rS, 
th from the bridge, 
nit mass suicide in Jonestown; 
ated their energies in a public demonstration 

nowledging the government's responsibility to help 


rt suicide. 
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In spite of all of his questionable and 
outright illegal activities in private, Jones enjoyed 4 
respectable reputation in public. In 1975 he was 
chosen one of "The 100 Outstanding Clergyman in 
America" by the Foundation for Religion in American 
Life. In 1976, the Los Angeles Herald Examiner named 
him "Humanitarian of the Year" but the most impressiy 
title came in January of 1977, when Jones was given th 
"Martin Luther King Humanitarian Award." He must have 


had a good laugh about that. 
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VI THE "H" FILE HOMICIDES 















Jim Jones once boasted to his son-in-law and 

> apparent, Michael Cartmell, that the Peoples 

ple was shielded from any serious investigation or 
yecution simply by the nature of the Temple's 
ivities; activities that were so outrageously 

irre that no one outside the organization would ever 
teve them. In the six years between 1970 and 1976, 
3S ordered the execution of six Temple members in a 
tal series of murders that eventually led to the 
Dlvement and subsequent death of Leo Ryan; the only 
| Congressman ever to be assassinated. Nowhere was 
iS" security system more apparent or successful than 
he "H" file homicides. 

This story begins in the Temple's top secret 

= room where detailed dossiers were maintained on 
yone who came in contact with the organization. 

sy Cartmell, Michael's mother and long-time aide to 
S, was the organizational genius in charge of the 
listicated intelligence gathering and intricate 

ng system that rivaled the latest techniques of the 
tral Intelligence Agency. 
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Within the files, there was an information 
envelope on each of the members of the Temple. The 
contents of the envelopes disappeared when Jones moveg 
his headquarters to San Francisco. All that remains 
are a few envelope labels, printed forms containing th 
member's photo, name, address, membership number and 
other such data, as well as a list of those documents 
the member had signed. There were five documents in 


all. The “information sheet" was basically the 







subject's autobiography. The "financial release" was a 
living will bequeathing all worldly possessions to the 
Peoples Temple. The "resignation" was just that, a 
resignation from the Temple so, if the member was ever 
implicated in any wrong-doing, Jones could date the 
document and disassociate himself from the accused. 
The two remaining documents, the “blank statement" and 
the "sheet of paper" are the subject of this chapter. 
Before a member could be promoted to a position 
of trust within the Temple, Jones required that he or 
she sign a seif-confession statement as a test of 
loyalty. The three basic confessions, dictated by 
Jones and signed by the member, attested to child 
molestation, homosexual acts or conspiracy to 
assassinate public officials. It wasn't long before 
the signer realized his confession might be used to 
blackmail him into Jones' service. This fear helped to 
blind the subject to the true danger, the "sheet of 
paper." Jones required his top aides to sign the lower 
right-hand corner of a blank sheet of paper. It 
appeared harmless enough in comparison with the self- 
confession letter, but it was deadly. Once the signed 
sheet of paper was on file, Jones would manipulate the 
aide into a situation where he at least appeared to be 


responsible for a capital crime. Jones would then 
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ieve the blank statement, type in a confession to 

z crime and provide the aide with a photocopy. Mere 
icion was never sufficient to warrant an 

tment, but suspicion along with a signed 

Sion would certainly result in an indictment and 
zion. In this manner, Jones was able to 

ail, or "whitemail," as he called it, his 

ise wavering followers into a life of slavish 

yn; for if they ever fell from his good graces, 
ld provide the authorities with their signed 
Sion to a crime they were already suspected of, 

e result would certainly be a prison sentence. 
vas the Temple's baptism by blackmail. 

The blackmailed aides would become the Temple 
rehy, the ruling elite and, for the most part, the 
Survivors of the massacre in Jonestown. Jones 
them his "Angels;" an appropriate name as those 
de the group assumed it was in reference to Jones' 
ity, while those unfortunates inside the group 

it was an allusion to the angel of death. Though 
` the Temple membership was Black, nearly 100% of 
ingels were Caucasian. Their numbers are not 

, but by 1978, Jones referred to them as "The One 
ea." 

Inside each information envelope was the 

ete life story of the subject, including medical 
areer history, psychological profile, lists of 
ives, associates and friends as well as personal 
rences and habits. No agency of the federal 
mment, not even all of them combined, had a more 
us intelligence bank than did the Peoples Temple. 
lata was divided into two basic classifications: 
sect" and "indirect." Direct data was any 


ligence received firsthand from the subject either 
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voluntarily provided in his signed information sheet, 
or inadvertently provided in idle conversations with 
Cartmell's intelligence agents. Indirect data was any 
intelligence gathered without the subject's knowledge, 
Patty Cartmell and her assistants were skilled in 
burglary techniques and much information was gained 
through illegally entering a subject's home. More 
predominant, though less spectacular than breaking and 
entering, was the disabled car routine. Typically, tw 
of Cartmelil's female spies would knock on the subject’ 


door, claim their car had broken down and ask to use 






the telephone. While in the house, they would make 
mental notes of the surroundings. One would ask to use 
the bathroom and, while locked inside, photograph the 
contents of the medicine cabinet. Later, the photo 
would be used to identify any prescription drugs and 
the doctor who prescribed them, so that a more detailed 
medical history could be acquired from the subject's 
physician. Other indirect data was gathered through 
surveillance, conversations with neighbors and distant 
relatives, as well as periodic studies in the contents 
of a subject's garbage can. In the early morning 
hours, Cartmell and her team would take garbage that 
had been set out near the street for removal back to 
the Temple or a motel room where it was spread out on 4 
long table, closely examined, analyzed and inventoried: 
Reports were so detailed that it was not sufficient to 
note, say, an empty box of cookies. Cartmell's spies 
were expected to indicate the brand name of the 
cookies, the manufacturer's name and address, the List 
of ingredients, the price and the retail outlet where 
the product had been purchased. A typed garbage 
inventory, titled “indirect-garb," along with any 


personal correspondence and bills were then filed in 
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subject's information envelope. Old telephone 

jis were of particular interest as they provided an 

surate accounting of every long-distance phone call 

subject had placed in the previous month. 

On one occasion, Patty Cartmell was arrested 

er clandestine intelligence gathering. Cartmell, 

ese White woman, was disguised in plain dress and 

stage make-up when the police caught her snooping 
a house in a Black Los Angeles neighborhood. 


later gave this account: 


Jack (Beam) and I were doing a 
stop/by on a house in Los 
Angeles. Jack was in the car and 
I was in the yard. The cops 
came, and Jack, the yellow- 
bellied coward, took off, leaving 
me holding the bag. I was 
arrested and taken in.... I 
didn't know what to do so I 
called Tim [Temple attorney, Tim 
Stoen] and told him I'd been 
arrested. 68 


Tding to Temple aide, Terry Buford: 


Stoen said that Jim came up with 
this brilliant idea that Patty 
Should be told to say she was 
having an affair with a man and 
had put on this disguise; she was 
meeting him in a black neighbor- 
hood, and she didn't want her 


husband to find out. Stoen said 





200 


the story was so incredible that 
the police believed it and 
released Patty. 69 


In addition to the information envelopes on 
Temple members, Patty Cartmell had amassed a very 
impressive file on California's politicians and public 
figures. The subject of one such study was Leo Ryan, 
whose Temple file was larger than most, as Jones' 
superiors had expressed particular interest in the 
career of this aspiring young Assemblyman. In 1968, 
Cartmell presented her completed file on Ryan to Jones 







for his review. 
Leo J. Ryan was born on May 5, 1925 in Lincoln, 
Nebraska; the son of a newspaperman from whom he 
inherited a compelling interest in investigative 
journalism. After serving in the Navy during World War 
Il, Ryan graduated from Creighton University in 1951 
with a masters degree in Elizabethan Drama. Like many 
other navy veterans who first experienced California 
during the war, Ryan returned to the San Francisco Bay 
Area where he settled in the small community of South 
San Francisco and accepted a position teaching English 
at the local high school. Eventually, he would be 
appointed principal and superintendent of the South San 
Francisco High School. His first involvement in 
politics came in the mid-50's when he campaigned 
against the McCarthy Era communist witch-hunt and was 
elected to the city council where he served from 1956 
until 1962. His career in municipal government was 
uneventful. Perhaps city politics was too small an 
arena for his abilities, but, in any event, Ryan longed 


for a more important and challenging role in 
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yernment. He found his opportunity in late 1960 when 
hn Kennedy was elected president. 

Ryan arranged for the South San Francisco 
hing Band to perform at Kennedy's inauguration 
mony in Washington in early 1961, as token 
sentatives of the new president's West Coast 
ters. Ryan planned every aspect of the trip with 
id friend and drinking buddy, Robert "Sammy" 
on. Sammy Houston, a descendant of the famous 
5 general, was an Associated Press photographer 
e son, Bob was a student of Ryan's and spokesperson 
the high school's marching band. Bob had grown up 
he adjacent community of San Bruno where he counted 
"Ss children among his playmates who affectionately 
Tred to this intelligent young man as "the 
fessor." Leo Ryan, together with Sammy and Bob 
ston and the school band, set out for the scheduled 
‘ormance in Washington. Hotel rooms were at a 
ium during the inauguration so Ryan and Sammy 
ton shared a room which gave them time together to 
the finishing touches on their plan. 
On inauguration day, Sammy shot some great 
POgraphs. One was of his son shaking hands with 
ident Kennedy -- a memento Bob would cherish until 
death in 1976. But the most important photo and, 
‘etrospect, the sole purpose for the trip to 
lington, was of Leo Ryan conducting the band as they 
thed past the reviewing stand and President Kennedy. 
following day, through Houston's connections with 
Associated Press, the photograph with Ryan in the 
ground and Kennedy in the background appeared on 
front page of nearly every newspaper in Northern 
fornia. Sammy Houston's photo had made Leo Ryan 


jus overnight. Immediately upon his return to 
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California, Ryan began to campaign for the office of 
mayor of South San Francisco, a position he was electeg 
to in 1962. Also in 1962, Ryan was elected to the 
California Assembly. His political career had advanced 
from city councilman to state assemblyman in a few 
short months and he owed it all to Sammy Houston. It 
is important to note, as did Jim Jones in his 
evaluation of Ryan's file, that the Washington episode 
was staged from the start. Ryan was the school's 
principal and the faculty chaperone on the trip, but he 
had no musical training and no business conducting the 
band; especially in its brief moment in the limelight> 
Ryan's expertise lay, not in music, but in theatrics 
and his theatrics in Washington earned him a seat in 
the California Assembly. 

Ryan's political career depended largely on 
staged publicity events intended to generate public 
awareness, support and votes. His colleagues viewed 
the theatrics as little more than cheap grand-standing 
but their criticism stemmed, not from distaste of his 
tactics, but from envy of his success. Ryan was a 
ioner, a self-made man, an individual who rose to 
political importance without the aid of, or the debt 
to, an existing power structure. His singular attitude 
was best described in the inscription on a picture of 4 
sailboat hung in his Sacramento office; "I know which 
way the wind is blowing but I must set my own course." 
Ryan was a member of the California Assembly and 
eventually the U.S. Congress, but in a larger sense he 
never really joined these legislative bodies. He 
remained an individual who marched to his own tune; 
something that would further alienate him from his 


fellow legislators. 
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Ryan quickly gained a reputation in the 
majifornia Assembly as a formidable investigator who 


sonally looked into every major issue of the day. 


Holsinger, Ryan's chief aide, would later recall: 


Leo believed that more legis- 
lators should go check things 
out, rather than take someone's 
word for them. He felt it was 
his duty to check out the 
problems of the people he 
represented. 70 


In 1965, following the race riots in the Watts 
ion of Los Angeles, Ryan moved into the home of a 
| Black family and worked, under an assumed name, 
Substitute teacher at the predominantly Black 
‘arson High School where he studied, firsthand, the 
> of the social unrest. In 1970, when prison 

m was a major issue in California, Ryan, again 
"an assumed name, was transported in handcuffs to 
jaximum security section of Folsom Prison, where he 
Hterned for a week to study the issue of prison 

m from the inside. He later wrote a play about 
Olsom Prison experience, entitled "A Small Piece 
y," but it was never produced. Also in 1970, Ryan 
roclaimed "Man of the Year" by the International 
ife Foundation for his trip to Newfoundland where 
ained himself to baby seals to protest their 

hter. 

Following each of his adventures, Ryan would 
ve excellent press coverage that helped keep him 

e public eye and in office. Jones, who was also 

] 


pert in media manipulation, recognized Ryan's 
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tactics for what they were and found within those 


tactics his one weakness. Ryan clearly owed his 



















political career to the Houstons and Jones knew that to 
control the rebel assemblyman he needed only to contrg 
Bob Houston, and this he set out to do in 1968. i 
Patty Cartmell provided Jones with an updated 
file on Bob Houston. Bob had continued his education 
at the University of California at Berkeley where he 
was student director of the school's marching band. 
had married and he and his wife Phyllis had two 
daughters, Patricia and Judy Lynn. Jones surmised tha 
recruiting Bob Houston was an easy matter of simply 
giving him what he wanted. Since his graduation from 
Berkeley there was a void in Bob's life; there were no 
more bands for him to conduct and he had lost his one 
love, music. Temple recruiters first contacted Phylli 
and, when they had generated sufficient interest for 
her to approach her husband about joining the Peoples 
Temple, Jim Jones was well prepared. He offered Bob 
the position of music director of the Temple's very 
professional band and chorus. Bob accepted. Knowing 
that he shared his father's interest in photography, 
Jones also appointed him staff photographer and 
assistant pastor, just to add to the honor he bestowed 
upon him. In time, Jones' hold on Bob Houston would 
increase to a death grip, but it suffices to say that 
by 1969 Houston was a lifetime member of the Peoples 
Temple. His dossier was placed in an information 
envelope and filed under "H." Thus began a masterplan 
that would require eight years to conclude. A few 
months later, Jones ordered the first of the "H" file 


homicides. 
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VICTIM NUMBER ONE 


Maxine Bernice Harpe 
Died: March 28, 1970 
Hung by the neck 


Maxine Harpe grew up in the small Northern 
rnia town of Willits where she married her high 
| sweetheart, had three children and settled down 
quiet life in Talmadge, that is until 1969, when 
ones targetted her for assassination. In a little 
than a year, Jones and his aides would destroy 
e's marriage, family, career, and love affair. 
would steal her children and her life savings and 
> her to the brink of suicide. 

Temple strongarm man and Mendocino County 

are worker, Jim Randolph, initiated a love affair 
Maxine intended to break up her marriage and bring 
into the congregation. Every relationship pursued 
im Randolph, or any other Temple member, required 
prior approval of the Temple's Relationship 

ittee and Jim Jones, who not only issued binding 
ments on proposed relationships, but also proposed 
himself. Maxine quickly fell in love with 

olph; attesting to Jones' ability to pair villain 
victim. Spurred by Randolph's encouragement, 

ne left her husband and moved into a Temple 

unal house with her three children and Temple 

er Mary Candoo. During this difficult transition 
9d, Maxine was counseled and encouraged by her 

are caseworker, Linda Sharon Amos, a high ranking 


le aide who claimed to have once been a member of 
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Charles Manson's gang. Amos helped Maxine secure a job 
as a dental assistant at the Mendocino State Mental 
Hospital in Talmadge. 

Linda Amos and Jim Randolph were only two of 
the estimated fifty Temple members who had infiltrateg 
government agencies in Mendocino County, but their 
function in the Welfare Department was one of 
particular importance to Jim Jones. Together with 
their colleagues, Amos and Randolph were able to 
license several Temple operated foster care homes and 
protect several additional homes that were unlicensed 
and illegal. 

Jones convinced his congregation that their 
children would have a richer life experience living 
apart from their parents. Families were disbanded and 
the children, who were now eligible for welfare 
assistance, were placed in Temple foster homes. The 
children's welfare support checks were signed over to 
the Temple and provided a substantial portion of Jones’ 
government subsidy. The Temple welfare activities were 
not restricted to simple fraud; many Black children 
were taken from the ghettos of San Francisco and 
Oakland using tactics that bordered on kidnapping. 

The illegal use of the Mendocino County Welfare 
Department appeared to escape the attention of the 
department's director, Dennis Denny. Though it was 
impossible to ignore the Temple foster care homes and 
the Temple welfare case workers, Denny never seemed tO 
make the connection. Carrie Minkler was one of the fe 
case workers in the Welfare Department who was not @ 
member of the Peoples Temple. Ms. Minkler, now 
retired, recalls working with Amos, Randolph and other 


Temple members; 
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You didn't open your mouth. You 
didn't mention the Peoples Temple 
in our department. Even the 
walls had ears. There wasn't 
anything that went on in our 
office that Jim Jones didn't know 
the next day...Peoples Temple 
workers went through other 
workers' case files. The CIA 
could have used them. The 
atmosphere was really tense.71 


It didn't take long to surround Maxine. She 
| Temple lover, a Temple house with a Temple 
mate, a Temple social worker, a Temple job with 
jle co-workers, even the attorney representing her 
he divorce case was Temple attorney Tim Stoen. The 
le was also Maxine's religion and recreation. By 
h of 1970, every aspect of her life depended upon 
Peoples Temple as Jim Jones pulled the plug on her 
Support system. 

Three weeks before her death, Maxine received a 
k for $2,493.81; her share of the divorce 
lement. She signed the check over to Randolph, who 
Sited $2,000.00 in his personal checking account 
$493.81 in his savings account, as per Jones' 
‘ructions. Once her life savings were safely in 


dle hands, everything bad happened to Maxine at 


Jones ordered Randolph to end his relationship 
| Maxine and she was heartbroken. She was fired 
i her job. She had no means of support; Randolph 
all her money and wouldn't give it back. She went 


sinda Amos for financial assistance from the Welfare 
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Department, but Amos not only denied her request but, 
in addition, judged her a “mental depressant" and 
threatened to place her children in a Temple foster 
care home as she was unfit to be a parent. Her 
roommate, Mary Candoo, would certainly parrot Amos’ 
accusations. 

Maxine realized she was under siege by a wel] 
organized attacker and sought help from her attorney, 


Tim Stoen, but, of course, her protest fell on deaf 










ears. She then turned to the one man who seemed to be 
at the center of her problem. She confronted Jones th 
day before her death. Jones was furious and thoroughl 
humiliated Maxine in front of Randolph and other Templ 
members who remember him saying, "Why don't you just 
kill yourself? Get it over with!.... At least Judas 
had the guts to kill himself."?2 Others recall Jones 
predicting, "That bitch (Maxine) is going to die,"73 
just one day before she did. 

Everywhere she turned, Maxine felt an ever 
increasing hostility. After the March 27th confron- 
tation with Jones, she was so afraid the Temple would 
take a more physical approach to their harassment that 
she made a special request to bring home a houseful of 
Temple children, whose presence, she hoped, would 
discourage a physical assault. She was wrong. 

On March 28th at 1:30 AM, one of the children 
spending the night at Maxine's house wandered into the 
garage to find Maxine dead; hung by an electrical 
extension cord from the roof rafters. A hastily 
scribbled suicide note on a torn grocery bag instructé 
the children to phone the Temple in Redwood Valley and 
wait in the house until they arrived. 

Jim Jones, Jim Randolph, Patty Cartmell and 


Jack Beam arrived at Maxine's house sometime before 
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Jones waited outside in the car while the others 
on surgical gloves and entered the house to remove 
evidence of Maxine's involvement with the People's 
e. They untied the body, lowered it to the garage 
and disrobed it to remove a red prayer cloth that 
| the waist. Temple members often wore these 
prayer cloths in concealed places on their 

The body was then redressed and rehung, 

illy re-staging the scene for the police 

tigator. The aides then ransacked the house to 

> and remove anything that might associate Maxine 
the Temple. They completed their work at 

Ximately 8:30 AM, instructed the children to phone 
Olice, and left. 

Jones was safe in his Redwood Valley parsonage 
:57 AM when Deputy Sheriff-Coroner, Bruce Cochran, 
zed at the death scene in Talmadge. Twenty minutes 
r, Randolph, Cartmell and Beam returned to the 

> and informed Deputy Cochran that the children had 
ed them but that they really didn't know why as 

had never met the dead woman. Cartmell convinced 
Cochran that she should remove the children from 
a gruesome scene, and consequently, he never got 
pportunity to question the only eyewitnesses. One 
e children, nine year old Tommy Ijames, would 
mrecall the event: 


The children called the church 
before they called the police, 
and they came very early in the 
morning. They came in there and 
took all the pictures of Jim 
Jones out...(prayer) cloths they 
took from her, pulled her down 
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off the (rafter) and took them 
off her waist, anything that had 
to do with the church... Jim 
(Jones), he stayed in the car and 
didn't come out... They pulled 
her down and they took the 
clothes off her... They were 
taking all the... little pamph- 
lets of Jim Jones, and then 
(after the coroner arrived) they 
acted like they didn't know 
her... ¢4 







The Temple death squad had left Maxine's house 
twenty minutes before the coroner arrived and returned 
twenty minutes after he arrived. They allowed him just 
enough time to assume that he was the first adult on 
the scene, but not enough time to question the 
children, who were quickly transported away. Such 
impeccable timing was typical of Temple operations. 
Like the other agencies in Mendocino County, Jones had 
spies in the Sheriff's office who informed him of theil 
every move. 

Deputy Cochran's subsequent investigation 
proceeded exactly as Jones had planned. It was 
Cochran's job to be suspicious and he was. There was 
the unusual placement of a trunk under Maxine's feet 
and the unexplained presence of children and adults, 
all of whom were members of the Peoples Temple. But 
eventually his investigation was to center on Maxine's 
financial transactions just prior to her death. 
Cochran contacted Jim Randolph's boss, Welfare 
Director, Dennis Denny, questioning the legality of 4 


welfare worker depositing a welfare recipient's check 
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jis personal account; especially when that same 

fare worker was present at the scene of the 

ipient's apparent suicide just three weeks later. 

7 defended Randolph's actions and assured Cochran 
there was no reason to suspect foul play or 

per conduct, but Cochran was not satisfied. He 
ured Randolph for a deposition regarding his role 
Kine's finances and reluctantly he complied. Ina 
statement, Randolph told the police that a few 
(after receiving the money, he transferred 

0.00 from his savings account to Temple treasurer, 
Pugh, to set up a trust fund for Maxine's children. 
sid the remaining $493.81 until three days after 
me's death when he added that to the fund as well. 
andolph's statement is to be believed it would seem 
he helped establish a fund for Maxine's children 
re her death. Randolph completed the deposition 
refused to sign it until Assistant District 

rney (and Peoples Temple attorney) Tim Stoen had 
Opportunity to review the statement. Randolph 

led, Stoen stalled, and the statement was never 

ed. 

It was Tim Stoen who finally convinced Cochran 
rop the investigation when he informed him that he 
en) was co-trustee of the children's fund, along 

of all people, Cochran's boss, Sheriff Reno 

Oimei. Also, to disguise their true involvement, 
Peoples Temple had contributed an additional 

-00 to the fund, that together with the initial 

y and the accumulated bank interest, totaled 

00.00 for the three children. Linda Amos, Maxine's 
are case worker, buttressed Stoen's statements with 
volunteered testimony as to Maxine's depressed 


of mind just prior to what certainly must have 
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Cochran's investigation quickly loş 


been her suicide. 
The 


momentum. Maxine's death was declared a suicide. 
case was closed and, despite future pleas from ex- 


Temple members and the press, it was never reopened, 

Richard Taylor, a local Baptist minister who 
knew Maxine Harpe, was not satisfied with the 
superficial investigation into what he believed as 


Aware that the Temple controlled most of 


murder. 
Taylor presented his arguments in 


Mendocino County, 
long letter he sent to the state attorney general's 


office in which he asked the state to investigate Jim 


Jones' role in Maxine Harpe's death. Taylor was 


invited to present his evidence to a deputy in the 


attorney general's office but when he appeared to 


testify in Sacramento, his notes on Jones were 


confiscated and he was told that there would be no 
investigation due to "insufficient evidence." Immedi- 


ately upon his return to Ukiah, Taylor and his wife 
were deluged with threatening phone calls that they 


believed "originated from the People's Temple." 


Intimidated and frightened, the minister dropped all 


attempts to prove that Jim Jones had ordered Maxine 


Harpe's death. 
Randolph may have 


for the police but he did 


avoided signing a statement 
not avoid signing a blank 
It wasn't long before he 


statement for Jim Jones. 
Jones presented him with a 


realized his mistake when 
copy of his previously signed blank statement which wa 


now a typed confession to the murder of Maxine Harpe. 
Only then did he understand why Jones had instructed 
him to deposit Maxine's money in his personal bank 


account and why he insisted Randolph be present at the 
The police already suspected him, 


scene of the crime. 
along with the signed confession, 


and their suspicion, 
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certainly convict him of murder; especially since 


foreman of the Mendocino Grand Jury, who would 
_ down the indictment, was none other than Jim 
Randolph was promoted to the Angels and his 
y out was a lifetime sentence in prison. To 
implicate him in Maxine's death, Jones called 


ront of a closed meeting of the Temple's 


z Commission and, with a dozen witnesses 


2, he accused Randolph of killing Maxine. He 
d, “You know you did it (killed Maxine)!"75 But 
1 of Jones' badgering, 


Randolph said nothing in 
n defense. 


Rumors of the Temple's involvement in the death 
tine Harpe continued to circulate in the press. 


a half years later, Lester Kinsolving penned a 


S of articles in the San Francisco Examiner, in 
he accused Temple attorney Tim Stoen of 

doing in his counseling of Maxine just prior to 
lleged suicide. Stoen refuted the charges ina 
ment that appeared in the Ukiah Daily Journal, 


September 21, 1972, in which he said: 


The woman referred to (who was 
not, incidentally, a member of my 
church) was somebody I did not 
know, had never talked with, 


and 
certainly had never counseled. /6 


| could not have forgotten that he represented 

in her divorce or that he was a custodian of the 
for her children or was instrumental in 

ressing the coroner's investigation into her death. 
ist have felt extremely threatened to publicly 

A such a blatant, bold-faced lie. 
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Jones profited from Maxine's death in several 
ways. He gained a new Angel; a competent, intelligent 
slave, Jim Randolph. He received the $3,000.00 trust 
fund and the three children who, following their 
mother's funeral, were placed in Temple foster homes 
and enrolled in the welfare system. Their welfare 
support checks were signed over to the Temple that 
profited at least $10,000.00 from overcharging the 
welfare system and under-caring for the children. 

In 1977, a special prosecution unit of the San 
Francisco District Attorney's Office, looking into 
allegations of illegal activities in the Peoples 
Temple, cited what their subsequent report termed 
“Welfare Diversion," but rather than pursue the 
investigation, the DA's office referred the matter to 
the city's Department of Social Services and the City 
Comptroller's Office with the recommendation that any 
evidence that surfaced should be submitted to the DA's 
welfare fraud expert, Don Didler. Didler, following 
the lead of Mendocino County's Welfare Director, Denni 
Denny, did absolutely nothing. Together, Didler and 
Denny were very effective in protecting the Temple's 
federal welfare subsidy. 

In retrospect, Maxine Harpe's story was a stud 
in microcosm of the events that would occur some eight 
years later in Jonestown, Guyana. In both cases, the 
victims were systematically stripped of all self-esteé 
and lured into a total dependence on Jim Jones, who, 4% 
the proper time, denied them everything. Suicide 
appeared to be the best, if not the only, alternative- 
It will never be known whether Maxine's death was a 
suicide or a murder. She may or may not have actually 
wrapped the wire around her neck, just as the resident 


of Jonestown may or may not have voluntarily taken 
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n; regardless, there is no doubt that Jim Jones 

g them all. 

N In the final analysis, the most important 

of Maxine's death was the reason Jones had 

her out for assassination in the first place. 
sode played an important part in his master 

5 Maxine Harpe's identification envelope was the 
a the Peoples Temple "H" file. 

ROI OG GR kk kkk 


VICTIM NUMBER TWO 


Rory Hithe 
Died: November 8, 1973 
Shot to death during an argument 


Rory Hithe was member of the Peoples Temple and 
ficial of the Western Addition Project Area 

ttee; a neighborhood action group in a section of 
Tancisco that Jim Jones had targetted for 

ical infiltration and control. During a heated 
ent about San Francisco's anti-poverty politics, 
Hithe was shot and killed by Temple guard Chris 

œ in full view of a room of witnesses; most of 
were also members of the Peoples Temple. 

Jim Jones had ordered Lewis to kill Rory Hithe, 
+ death, like Maxine Harpe's, was a Peoples Temple 
r. The motive for the killing is unclear. It has 
Suggested that Hithe's death resulted from a 

lict with Jones over Western Addition neighborhood 
tics, but this theory does not take into account 

at the time, Jones was powerful enough to replace 
> on the Committee with another follower who was in 


sr agreement. Murder for neighborhood politics was 
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not warranted. There had to be another motive. In 
November of 1973, Rory Hithe's Temple information 
envelope was the next dossier filed under "H." 
Perhaps more interesting than the story of Ror, 
Hithe, is the story of his assassin, Chris Lewis. 
There is no doubt that Lewis killed Hithe, there is 
only the question of whether or not it was in self- 


defense. The fact that a loaded gun was within reach 








during the argument, in itself suggests premeditation, 
Lewis was arrested and charged with murder and assault. 
Hithe's sister, also a Temple member, was wounded in 
the attack, hence the assault charge. 

Chris Lewis joined the Peoples Temple in 1969 
after Jones allegedly cured him of heroin addiction. 
He was a tough, ghetto-wise brawler who had served time 
in prison for burglary and grand theft. His primary 
function in the Temple was to train Cartmell's agents 
in techniques of breaking and entering and to act as 
liaison with San Francisco's underworld fencing 
operations. Jones encouraged his congregation to 
donate not only their property and money, but also 
their personal possessions to the Temple, which needed 
to liquidate the furniture, clothing and jewelry they 
acquired. Throughout their history, the Temple 
operated no less than six thrift shops, first in Ukiah, 
then in San Francisco and eventually in Guyana. The 
Temple stores were very profitable. The clerks were 
volunteers, the merchandise was donated and the 
business was a tax exempt charity. Nearly every dollar 
taken in was pure profit. But the stores could not 
sell all the items the Temple acquired. A $10,000 
diamond ring, for example, not only looks out of plac® 
in the window of a thrift shop and would probably never 


sell, it might raise questions as to its origin. A1Ss° 
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ny of the donated items had been previously stolen 
nd might be listed on police hot sheets. An expensive 
pewriter, with the serial numbers ground away, could 
be offered to the public. Cartmell's agents 
lucted many burglaries, primarily intended to gather 
rmation, but, on occasion, they would steal an 
nsive item just to disguise the true nature of the 
k-in. All of this questionable merchandise had to 
iquidated and fencing was the most expedient 
rnative. With his underworld connections, Chris 
was just the man for the job. 

Jones called a special meeting of the Temple 
ining Commission to discuss Lewis' arrest. 


nesses recall him saying: 


I have always allowed Chris 
certain latitude in his actions 
and his living situation, because 
he has contacts that are very 
helpful in some areas of my work, 
areas that few of you are aware 
of. I cannot allow him to go to 
jail. We need to maintain his 
contacts. And more important, I 
do not fully trust Chris. If he 
were left in jail it is very 
probable that he would tell 
everything he knows about our 
group. His testimony would be 
harmful to our welfare. It is 
imperative that we keep him out 
of jail at all costs.77 
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Jim Jones and his attorney, Tim Stoen, 
immediately went to work on Lewis' defense. Jones paid 
the $20,000 fee to hire famed San Francisco criminal 
lawyer James Martin MacInnis to represent Lewis. He 
later told the Planning Commission that the total cost 
for defending Lewis was $36,000. Perhaps he was 
exaggerating or perhaps he used the extra money to buy 
the court. In any event, Lewis was acquitted of all 
charges on the grounds that he had killed Rory Hithe in 
self-defense. 

Lewis was released from jail but was not free, 
as he soon found out when Jones presented him with his 
signed blank statement that now read as a confession to 
murder and perjury. Once blackmailed, the newest 
member of the Angels of Death could then be trusted and 
Jones appointed Lewis to his elite staff of personal 
bodyguards. 

Jones informed him that he had discovered, 
through his connections with the Mafia in San 
Francisco, that there was an open contract out on 
Lewis's life. If this was true, it was probably a 
result of a Temple activity as Lewis worked exclusively 
for Jim Jones. Jones hid Lewis and his wife, Dorothy, 
in a Redwood Valley trailer owned by Temple 
photographer Elmer Mertle and his wife, Deanna (a.k.a. 
Al and Jeannie Mills). After only one month in the 
trailer, Lewis complained to Jones that, "The country 
life may be okay for some folks, but for a city dude 
like me it's worse than prison."’8 Jones then moved 
the Lewises out of California until it was safe for 
Chris to return to his duties in San Francisco. 

Lewis was always considered to be one of Jones 
favorite aides but, on one occasion, he was called in 


front of the Planning Commission in Redwood Valley and 
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yrimanded for an incident with the San Francisco 


slice. Jones said: 


I understand that you were picked 
up by a policeman for speeding, 
and you later bragged to Gene 
[presumably Temple attorney, 
Eugene Chaikin] that you used a 
phony name on the ticket. What 
are you trying to do to this 
church, Chris? 


is defended himself: 


It's true that I used a phony 
name. In some of the work I do 
in San Francisco, it's necessary 
for me to use different names, 
but they're all legal. I go to 
the Driver's License Bureau and 
make a statement that my real 
name is Chris Lewis but I am 
using a different name, and they 
issue me a driver's license with 
the name I choose. It's very 
legitimate, and can't get me or 
the church into difficulty.79 


spite of his eloquent defense, Jones punished Lewis 
ordering him to disrobe in front of the congregation 
swim an unreported, but presumably punishing, 

ber of laps in the Temple's indoor swimming pool. 

In late 1977, Lewis once again got into trouble 


the authorities when a San Francisco policeman 
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stopped his car on a traffic violation and discovered ¢ 
loaded handgun under his front seat. Possession of ą 
firearm by a convicted felon is illegal, and according 
to his last attorney, Steve Alkind, Lewis faced an 
almost certain jail term. While out on bail, Lewis 
his wife traveled to Guyana to seek Jones' help in 
raising money for his defense. 

The Lewises were received as long-lost friend 
in Guyana. Jones assured them that, when the need 
arose, he would provide the capital that would, once 
again, pay for Chris' acquittal. But in truth, Jones 
had no intention of helping Lewis again. Jonestown an 
the Peoples Temple were scheduled for destruction in 
less than a year and, though Lewis was still valuable 
to Jones, his usefulness would soon be outlived, and 
did not warrant an additional investment. Lewis may 
have sensed this as he did not want to leave the jungle 
Sanctuary. Jones had to convince him that it was in 
everyone's best interest that he return to San 
Francisco and face the charges. As a last resort, 
Jones literally pushed the Lewises out of Jonestown by 
hosting a farewell party in their honor. It was a gala 
banquet with music and dancing, and the following 
morning, after everyone had said their good-byes, the 
Lewises felt compelled to return to San Francisco wher 
Chris worked harder than ever, as Jones had promised 
him that income he generated for the Temple would help 
finance his defense. 

Eventually, Lewis needed to pay his attorney, 
so in early December, he radioed Jonestown for the 
money. He was told that Jones was not available at th 
moment, but would return his call as soon as possible: 
Jones never radioed back. Lewis tried again and again 


but each time he failed to contact his patron. 
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On December 10, 1977, just a few days after his 
st radio message to Jonestown, Chris Lewis was 

dered outside the Temple's thrift shop in the 

sxx‘s Point section of San Francisco. Two gunmen 
taneously fired two shots each into Lewis's back 
n. The police found Lewis dead with four holes 
; back and $1,000 cash in his pocket. The gunmen 
iever identified and the murder remains unsolved. 
When news of Lewis's death reached Jonestown, 
staged quite a show of grief. He blamed the 

es of the Peoples Temple and went so far as to 
late rumors that he had a difficult time 

ining Lewis's Temple friends from taking revenge 
outsiders who had murdered him. While Jones 
his crocodile tears, his wife, Marceline, was 

g Lewis's death to threaten Wade and Mabel Medlock, 
incooperative Temple members. The Medlocks, an 
rly Black couple, had signed their Los Angeles 
erties over to the Temple but they refused repeated 
ests that they move to Guyana. Two weeks after 

S was murdered, Marceline Jones ordered the 

bcks to move to Jonestown and once again they 

sed. Marceline responded, "What happened to Chris 
5 will happen to you. "80 The threat was repeated a 
Gays later in a phone call from Temple assistant 
or, Hugh Fortsyn, who warned, "You know what 

ened to Chris Lewis? You better watch it."81 

On May 25, 1978, the Medlocks filed a formal 
laint with the Los Angeles District Attorney's 

ce, charging the Peoples Temple with extorting 

>000 worth of real estate from them. They insisted 
they had signed the papers under duress in the 
ence of Jim Jones and Temple guard, Jim McElvane. 


also reported hearing a rumor that it was Jim 
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McElvane and Jim Crokes who had murdered Chris Lewis, 
There is no indication that the police even tried to 
question McElvane, Crokes or anyone else in the Temple 
regarding Lewis's death. 

Jim Jones had previously perfected the "two ma 
assassination technique." The two assassins of Chris 
Lewis had, on the count of three, both fired two 
bullets so that neither man could ever be certain whic 
one fired the fatal shot -- they were equally 
responsible. As they later discovered, Jim Jones coult 
then blackmail two new Angels for one murder. In this 
case, two Jims for one crime. 

The story of Chris Lewis took place as a direct 
or indirect result of one incident, the killing of Rory 
Hithe; a murder without apparent motive until one 
considers the Temple's "H" file. 
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VICTIM NUMBER THREE 


Truth Hart 
Died: July 16, 1974 


Congestive Heart Failure 


Truth Hart had traded all her worldly 
possessions for the right to live out her later years 
in Heaven with God. "Heaven" was the communal estate 
of the Peace Mission in Philadelphia. "God" was the 
Black preacher, George Baker, who was self-ordained 
“Father Divine" in 1919. Father Divine had become one 
of the foremost authorities on not only shepherding 4 
Negro flock, but on shearing them as well. Through 
extortion, he was able to build his Peace Mission into 


a multi-million dollar business. His contributions tO 
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science of mind control may well earn Father Divine 
Ece in history as the "Father of the Twentieth 

ury Cult Figures in America." 

Starting in the late 1950's, Jones made 

ic pilgrimages to Philadelphia to seek the advice 
entor in building a Negro church empire. In 
as Jones prepared to move to California, much to 
irprise of the Peace Mission followers, Father 

a died. Jones seized the opportunity to steal as 
sheep from the mission flock as possible. Temple 
rs began an intense letter-writing campaign, 

ided to convince the Peace Missioners that Jim 

$s had inherited their deceased leader's divinity. 
$s made several attempts to persuade Divine's widow 
attractive blue-eyed blonde in her late thirties 
) name him heir to the Peace Mission's throne, but 
er Divine considered Jones' request an insult to 
late husband's memory. She would not be moved. 
Most of Divine's followers were elderly Black 
n. Though they may have had a moderate income from 
al Security, financially speaking, their inclusion 
he Peoples Temple would be more of a liability than 
iSset. They did they offer Jones something he 

ed; Black bodies without a will of their own. In 
fof 1971, Jones and two hundred and sixty Temple 
ers arrived at the Peace Mission's headquarters in 
fadelphia in a determined effort to convert the 
regation. Temple aide Grace Grech Stoen later 
aljled her role in canvassing the Mission's 

thborhood with an open invitation to anyone in range 
her loudspeaker: 


..-l was really good, too...We 


went around to the Divine Mission 
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from one of their churches or 
hotels and gave a speech saying, 
‘If you want to go, the busses 
will be leaving at such-and-such 


a time,’ and talking about Jim 
Jones's work and stuff like 


that. 82 


The Temple assault team had limited success in 










convincing the Peace Missioners to board the Temple 
busses for their new "heaven" in California. At least 
fifteen new recruits did accept the invitation and 
among them were Truth Hart and her friend, Mary Love. 

As outlined elsewhere, one of Jones' life goals 
was to perfect techniques of assassination that 
mimicked disease or natural cause. His (and the CIA's) 
two main areas of study were induced cancer and induced 
heart failure. Truth Hart would fall victim to both. 

Truth was received with some degree of 
importance in Redwood Valley as Jones assigned her to 
live in the luxurious showplace home of attorney Tim 
Stoen and his wife, Grace who later recalled Truth as, 
"a little weird woman" who would get especially excited 
about certain foods. "Food was very precious to 
her.""83 

Soon after her arrival at the Stoen's house, 
Truth contracted intestinal cancer, a disease that even 
the medical novice can see might have been a direct 
result of something she had eaten, or, in Truth's cas€s 
something she had been given to eat. Once the cancer 
was confirmed, Truth was cured, not by the faith 
healing powers of Jim Jones, but by surgery. After the 
operation, she was assigned to Birdie Marable's rest 


home; a Temple operated facility in Ukiah where she 
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ly recovered only to succumb to the second half of 
. experiment. 

Jones asked Temple nurse Faith Freestone Worley 
jere was a drug that could induce a fatal heart 

k. Faith identified Phytonadione, the generic 
for vitamin Kj, commonly referred to by its trade 
Mephyton. Phytonadione is used to treat a 
siency of prothrombin; a natural chemical that 

ts the blood to clot. An overdose might produce 
i clots that would eventually lodge in the heart 
trigger a massive coronary; but there were 

lems. The drug does not accumulate in the body so 
haSSive dosage was necessary. Also, it had only 

| effective in killing subjects with pre-existing 

t conditions; healthy subjects often survived the 
sal. 

Faith was ordered to develop a catalyst that, 

1 added to Phytonadione, would produce a pulmonary 
lism pill (or "PEP," as they code named it), that 

d have a 100% kill rate. With his extensive 

ical knowledge and reference resources, Jones 

tainly did not need Faith to develop the PEP, but 
involvement was calculated to set her up for 
ckmail. During one closed meeting on the subject, 
2S allowed Faith to see him write "Phytonadione" and 
ath Hart" on a small slip of paper before he 
Matically burned it. She was also allowed to 

rhear a rumor that the drug she had recommended was 
ag given to Truth without her knowledge. Faith soon 
lized that she was being implicated in a plot to 

l Truth Hart. 

Truth Hart was deeply religious and venerated 
Bible. Jones used her faith to alienate her to the 


nt where she wanted to leave the Temple. He would 
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Single her out and preface the profanity, obscenity and 
blasphemy in his sermons with: "Close your ears, 
Truth, here comes another one."84 Truth's only 
response was: "I don't see how you can bring such 
terrible things out of your mouth."85 What began as 
innocent teasing, escalated to a full scale attack. 
Jones succeeded in making Truth feel so uncomfortable 
that she expressed a desire to leave the Temple. It 
was important that the "H" file victims express their 
discontent with the Temple just prior to their death a 
Jones would later use the deaths as an example to the 
congregation of what would happen to them if they also 
decided to leave the Peoples Temple and the protection 
of the "Father." <A few days before Truth's death, 
Faith Worley, Sally Stapleton and other aides heard 
Jones predict: "That woman (Truth) will die soon. "86 

Birdie Marable, entrusted with the care of 
Truth's life, presented an obstacle to her death. The 
Temple's fleet of Greyhound busses were about to depart 
on their annual cross-country trip and Jones insisted 
that Birdie join the vacation party. At first she 
declined but later she accepted when Jones and others 
convinced her that she needed a vacation and that 
everything would be fine at the rest home, as Mary LOVE 
would assume responsibilities in her absence. 

On the evening of July 15th, 1974, Mary Love 
treated her old friend, Truth, to a condemned 
prisoner's last meal; an exquisite gourmet dinner laced 
with a massive dosage of PEP. Mary monitored Truth's 
condition throughout the night. Come morning, Truth 
was very weak but still alive. The PEP had not been # 
effective as Jones had hoped. Mary had been well 
prepared with a contingency plan. She started 


tormenting Truth; pinching her and forcing her to take 
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sernately hot and cold baths to put an undue strain 
jer heart. She then placed her back in bed, gave 
final pill, and Truth Hart, age 66, died 

ately. 

Temple nurse Judith Ijames reported the death 
AM on July 16th. Mary Love was quick to point 

i the investigating coroner that Truth had died of 
attack. She also reported that she had been 
rned about Truth's deteriorating condition and was 
a local physician when she heard Truth call 
Mary then dropped the phone and ran to her roon, 
aS too late; Truth Hart had died. An autopsy was 
irmed but no tests were made for toxins in Truth's 
ich or bloodstream. Based upon the autopsy report 
Mary Love's statements, the coroner determined the 
e of death was “congestive heart failure due to 
Matic heart disease." The death certificate was 

sd by Sheriff Reno Bartolmei, the same man listed 
istodian of the fund for Maxine Harpe's children. 
Birdie Marable was informed of Truth's death 

g her bus trip. She was so upset at the news that 
honed Jim Jones, who would only say, “It's better 
Way, Birdie."87 The Temple bus was Birdie's only 
lack to California so she remained with the tour, 
immediately upon her return she resigned from the 
le and her position at the rest home to begin a 
aign to expose the Temple's mistreatment of senior 
zens placed in their care. She reported several 
iminating incidents to the Ukiah Daily Journal but, 
everything else in Mendocino County, Jones 

rolled the press and Temple spies who worked at the 
aper suppressed Birdie's story. 

Birdie Marable was not the only one who 


ttened to incriminate the Temple in Truth Hart's 
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death. Janie Brown and Ella Mae Hoskins, two elderly 
residents of Birdie's rest home, had actually Witnesseg 
the events of July 16th. At first they were afraid to 
speak out, lest they suffer the fate of their friend, 
but six months later, Janie Brown (the braver of the 
two) could no longer remain silent. During an open 
Temple meeting, Jones warned his congregation that wha 
happened to Truth would happen to them if they wanted 
to leave the Temple. Janie, in a fit of anger, stood 
up and shouted at the pulpit, "I don't care what 
anybody says about Truth Hart; I know what really 
happened. "88 A few days later, on January 29, 1975, 
Janie Brown died. Her death was not reported to the 
authorities. Neither the sheriff nor the coroner 
Signed the death certificate. No cause of death was 
listed. The Temple would continue to collect Janie 
Brown's Welfare and Social Security benefits for years 
to come. 
Ella Mae Hoskins remained silent until October 
14, 1975, when Birdie Marable convinced her to make a 
statement to the police to document what she had 
witnessed. The sheriff's department refused to take 
Ella Mae's statement but finally gave in five weeks 
later when Birdie and others staged a protest 
demonstration outside the sheriff's office demanding 
that action be taken. Ella Mae swore in an interview 
with investigator Jan Kespohl on November 21, 1975, 
that on the morning in question, Mary Love (who had 


Since changed her name to Mary Black): 


.. was pinching Truth and hurting 
her. She made Truth get up and 
take a bath and Truth was awful 


Sick. Then Mary Black gave Truth 
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a pill, and I was standing at the 
doorway watching. She then gave 
Truth some water to drink and 
went back into the kitchen, and 
Truth was dead before Mary got 
back into the kitchen. 89 


Despite the rather incriminating evidence, the 
ff's department refused to reopen the investi- 

yn into Truth Hart's death. No one, not even Mary 
k, was questioned. As far as the sheriff was 
erned, the case was closed and regardless of any 
evidence, the case would remain closed. 

In spite of her open criticism of the Peoples 
jle and her inevitable inclusion in the Temple's "H" 
Ella Mae Hoskins survived. She even survived the 
5 death in Jonestown, as Jones never invited her to 
' to Guyana. Following the carnage, Ella Mae was 
erviewed by Doug Wead, contributing author of 

le's Temple - People's Tomb, who asked her about 
h's death, "Was this just a family legend that grew 
a time or were the residents of the home immediately 
Picious of the death?" Ella Mae, then over eighty 
rs old, responded in a clear voice, "We all believed 
waS murder immediately!"90 

In the final analysis, Jones had been very 
Sctive in casting the characters in this stage play. 
th Hart was the perfect guinea pig for his 

eriments with the Pulmonary Embolism Pill. She had 
next of kin, no one to mourn her passing or claim 
body. Not even Jones, who had spent much time and 
ey to recruit, relocate and support Truth in life, 
Id have anything to do with her in death. She was 


ied, at the county's expense, in potter's field and 
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quickly forgotten by all but a few. Of course, Jones 
blackmailed Faith Worley and Mary Love, presenting thep 
with a photocopy of their signed confessions to the 
murder of Truth Hart. Faith, who could now be truste 
was promoted into the ranks of the Angels. For the 
duration, she was a top aide, Jones' personal nurse, 
and the Temple's expert on poisons. Four years and 
four months later, Faith was once again called upon 
lend her expertise to the cause when Jones ordered he 
to help Dr. Larry Schacht prepare and distribute the 
Fla-Vor-Aid/cyanide/Valium mixture that killed most o; 
the nine hundred victims in Jonestown. The first to 
form a line in front of Faith and her vat of poison 
were the mothers holding babies. Faith used squeeze 
bottles to squirt the poison directly down the infants 
throats so they could not spit out the bitter tasting 
potion. The next in line were the adults who 
volunteered to die. Faith handed each a paper cup of 
death. Many residents resisted only to be wrestled to 
the ground and dragged, kicking and screaming, to the 
feet of Faith who injected them with a hypodermic 
needle. Others tried to run but were shot by the oute 
ring of guards surrounding the pavilion, and were 
carried, some dead, some half-dead, to Faith, who 
injected them as well. By legal definition, Faith 
Worley murdered most of the Jonestown victims. The 
guards were the only accomplices and Jones, who, at th 
time was broadcasting encouraging remarks on the publi 
address system, might not have even been prosecuted: 
Faith murdered Jonestown. Her body was never 
accurately identified in the aftermath, her passport 
was not among those found there. Faith Worley's fate 


has yet to be determined. 
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Jones was also very clever to have selected 

ry Love as a co-assassin. If something had gone 

ng, if the police believed Ella Mae Hoskin's 
ement, Jones could always have taken the position 
Mary Love did kill Truth, but that it stemmed from 
ng—term animosity that had its roots in the Peace 
ion in Philadelphia. When Mary was presented with 
py of her signed confession, she attempted to 

it Jones by changing her name from Mary Love to 
‘Black. She discovered, as did others who tried a 
ilar defense, that this tactic simply did not work. 
was blackmailed for life. 

There was another excellent rationale for 
ecting the major characters of this play, as will be 
dent later in this chapter, but despite the 
arently logical casting, it is extremely uncanny 
t Grace, Faith and Love killed Truth. 

ROO OOO GO a I I I aK ak i ak ak ak ak a 


VICTIM NUMBER FOUR 


John William Head 
Died: October 19, 1975 
Multiple head lacerations suffered in a fall 


John Head was a twenty-two year old resident of 
wood Valley whose encounter with the Peoples Temple 
> both short and sad. John was being treated for 
ression by the Temple staff at the Mendocino State 
Pital in Talmadge, a few miles south of Redwood 

ley. It may have been an administrator, a 

Sician, a nurse, a dentist, a barber or even a 


aning woman who first befriended John; it does not 
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matter. Somehow his life was condensed into a manila 
envelope and presented to Jim Jones. 

John told his new Temple friend that he had 
recently received a $10,000 insurance settlement from 
motorcycle accident in which he was the innocent 
victim. His new friend convinced John to use the mone 
to invest in silver. John purchased $10,000 worth o 
Silver bullion from the Shamaz Trading Company in Uki: 
and stored his "nest egg" in safety deposit boxes at 
the local branch of the Bank of America. If it were 
not for John's silver, he might be alive today. 

His new friend also persuaded John to quit his 
job at a masonite factory in Ukiah. After several 
months of unemployment, John was faced with the reality 
that he needed to liquidate some of his silver nest egg 
to support himself. He was exactly where Jim Jones 
wanted him to be -- everything was precisely on 
schedule. 

Harold Cordell was a charter member of the 
Peoples Temple, having joined forces with Jim Jones in 
1953. He was a high ranking Temple guard and strongarm 
man who chauffeured Jones in his bulletproof bus. He 
was also a volunteer deputy sheriff and had been issued 
a concealed weapons permit by Sheriff Reno Bartolmei. 
Cordell was a mean, tough, dangerous man who had very 
little trouble controlling John Head. 

On September 27th, 1975, Cordell and an 
unidentified Temple guard, escorted the heavily sedated 
John Head arm-in-arm into the Bank of America to 
withdraw his silver. Cordell had persuaded John that 
since he needed to liquidate his nest egg that it was 
wiser to donate the bullion to the Temple, that in turf 
would consider him a member in good standing and 


provide all his needs for life. The Temple also 
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red a Sense of purpose and belonging that was 
meng in John's life at the time. 

| On September 28th, John informed his parents 
he had joined the Peoples Temple and had been 
med to their Los Angeles facility. Ignoring his 
m's objections, John left the following day for 
mgeles. He would never see his family again. 

On October 18th, John placed a collect call to 
mer neighbor in Redwood Valley from the pay phone 
the street from the Los Angeles Temple. He 
lined that he was unhappy in the Temple and wanted 
Gave, but was too embarrassed to admit his mistake 
is family. The neighbor offered John a place in 
home but John said he had no money for the trip to 
vood Valley and besides, "they" would not let him 


On October 19, 1975, at 11:15 AM, three weeks 
John had donated his life's savings to Jim Jones, 
lied of multiple head wounds suffered when he was 
Own from the roof of a three-story warehouse at 212 
bh Vignes Street in Los Angeles. Allegedly, John's 
d hit the pavement with such force that he literally 
ced twenty feet in the air. He died instantly. 

The police and the coroner treated John's death 
routine suicide. His eyeglasses and footprints 
found on the roof above his body and, with his 
tory of mental depression, the authorities 
Sidered John a typical "jumper." Case closed. 

The autopsy report revealed the presence of 
ohol and phenobarbitol in John's bloodstream. This, 
itself, is a deadly combination. According to his 
lily, John neither drank nor had a prescription for 


mobarbitol and since he depended totally on the 
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Temple for his needs, they must have given him the 


drugs. 
John's parents will never accept that their son 


committed suicide. According to his mother, Ruth Head 


"We don't think he did this on his own and nobody tha 


knew him thinks that."91 Maternal instincts aside, 


Mrs. Head presented the Los Angeles police with hard 
evidence to support her contention that her son had 
been murdered by the Peoples Temple. There was the 
question of the $10,000 donation just three weeks 


earlier and the phone call just the day before. If 


they wouldn't let John leave, as he had told his forme 


neighbor, then how could he have slipped away that 
fatal Sunday morning? Why did he walk the four miles 
from the Temple to the deserted warehouse district of 
These questions were never 


North Vignes Street? 
Perhaps the police ignored 


addressed by the police. 
the questionable circumstances surrounding John's deat 


because the most incriminating evidence pointed to 


their own involvement. The initial police report 


listed John Head as jumping from a bridge over the Los 


Angeles River between First and Temple Streets. How 


could the police have accurately identified John and 
falsely identified the scene of his death by several 
First 


city blocks? And what irony in their mistake, 


and Temple! 
Jones was wise to have John Head killed in Los 
several hundred miles from his family in 


Angeles, 
The Heads found communications with 


Redwood Valley. 
TNS Mg ANP sib), elalinseslewulis 


later, their complaints were heard by the district 
in their 


if not impossible. One year 


attorney's office of San Francisco, who, 
subsequent report on the criminal activities of the 


Peoples Temple, stated: "One alleged victim, John 





235 




















iam Head, died in Los Angeles, and the complaining 
ness, Head's mother, was referred to Los Angeles 
horities."92 The coroner's inquest that followed 
red the evidence of Temple involvement and merely 
med the original findings that John Head 

ted suicide. The case was closed again. 

A signature of Jim Jones' work was the 

tently logical planning of his operations that, 
Inderstood, can be easily anticipated. Though 
are no eyewitness accounts of the events of 

er 19th, it is logical to assume that this is what 
happened: 

Harold Cordell was in town for the day, having 
the bulletproof Greyhound bus that carried Jones 
his top aides to the Sunday morning services at the 
Angeles Temple. While Jones was preaching to his 
Angeles congregation, Cordell and the unidentified 
issassin walked the heavily drugged John Head to the 
» of the warehouse roof just as they had walked him 
the Bank of America three weeks earlier. Each man 
bed an arm and a leg, and, on the count of three, 
John, head first, over the edge. Then, as Jones 
instructed, they phoned the L.A.P.D. to report the 
fide at First and Temple streets. It is possible 

> Jones had planned the incident at the First and 

ile Street bridge but, when the time came there were 
tanders at the bridge and the trio walked up North 
les Street to find a less conspicuous location. 

more than likely, the First and Temple Street 

rt can be attributed to Jones' sadistic and quite 
Betent sense of humor. The assassins thought it 
funny, they laughed at the irony of it all, that 
until Jones presented them with their signed 


essions to the murder of John Head, and reminded 
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them that their call to the L.A.P.D. had undoubtedly 
been recorded and a voice print comparison plus the 
signed confessions would certainly send them to prison 
for the rest of their lives. Two additional Angels 
were then baptized into the ranks of the blackmailed. 
Following Head's death, Cordell was promoted 
into the inner circle of top Temple aides. Since he 
traveled everywhere with Jones, he was assigned as one 


of the several cosmetic doubles who impersonated the 






Reverend in situations he considered to be potentially 
dangerous. Cordell went on to complete his twenty-five 
year association with Jim Jones by playing a 
Significant role in the final hours of Jonestown. He 
was among the so called "Jonestown defectors" who 
accepted Congressman Ryan's offer of safe passage back 
to the United States. Among the sixteen defectors who 
boarded the dump truck with Ryan for his fatal trip to 
Port Kaituma airstrip were true defectors as well as 
planted Temple spies like Cordell, Larry Layton and 
Patty Parks, whose it job was to insure that the 
targetted victims were killed. 

The first shots were fired low, intended to 
down but not to kill. Patty Parks was killed only 
because she was bent over when the shooting started, 
apparently a mistake. Cordell was so close to the 
action that Park's brains splattered in his lap, yet he 
survived the ordeal without a scratch. He was lucky 
because he was on the winning side of the assault at 
the airstrip that was intended to kill Ryan and others 
but spare the loyal Temple members. Harold Cordell had 
done his duty and he was spared as were most of his 
family like his son Mark, who was in Georgetown at the 


time with Jones' sons, Jimmy, Tim and Stephan, for a 
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€niently scheduled basketball tournament with the 
anese national team. 

According to Temple aide, Annie Moore, Jones 
ed to his Angels about killing John Head but it 


ver clear to her whether he took credit for 


ting or perpetuating the murder. Jones did have 


ause to be proud of the operation, as it netted 


two more Angels, 


mple $10,000 in silver bullion, 
ər example to maintain control over his 


>gation and the fourth death in the "H" file; all 


a basic plan that took less than a month to 
te. 
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VICTIM NUMBER FIVE 


Azrie Hood 


Disappeared: presumed dead 


Date unknown, cause unknown 


During one of the Temple's cross country bus 


5S, Birdie Marable met and recruited Azrie Hood, 


an 
riy resident of Marshall, 


Texas. Azrie joined the 
Les Temple but remained in Texas where she 

>Ssponded with Birdie, Ross Case and other Temple 
srs in California, and sent them more in donations 
She could afford. 


Soon after Azrie joined the Temple, she began 


aspect that she was being watched and followed. 


Was not paranoid; "they" really were out to get 


Patty Cartmell's intelligence agents were busily 
iling data for Azrie's identification envelope, an 
lope they filed under uH" 
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Azrie phoned Birdie Marable in a panic to 
report that she was certain that her telephone had pg 
tapped. Birdie offered to send Azrie the airfare for 
the proposed flight from Shreveport, Louisiana to he 
sanctuary in California. Birdie told Azrie that shal 
would pick her up at the San Francisco airport for ¢ 
last leg of the journey to Redwood Valley. Azrie 
declined the offer of money and told Birdie that she 
would pay her own way to California but needed to wai 
for the first of the month when her social security 
check was scheduled to arrive. 

Within hours of that fatal phone call, Azrie 
Hood disappeared, never to be seen again. There is 
little question that she is dead, or that the Peoples 


Temple killed her. 
ROK OR Om RO OR ok ko a ak i ak ak i 2k a ak ak ak ak ak ak aka 


VICTIM NUMBER SIX 


Bob Houston 
Died: October 5, 1976 


Crushed under the wheels of a train car 


It took Jones five years to gain sufficient 
control over Bob and Phyllis Houston to force an end t 
their relationship. They were divorced in 1974. AS 
was typical in such situations, Jones brought Phyllis 
into his harem of mistresses. She was assigned to WO 
with Patty Cartmell's intelligence team through her N 
job as radio dispatcher for the Mendocino County 
Sheriff's Office. Phyllis routinely reported the 
Sheriff's activities to Cartmell, but if those 


activities involved a Temple member, she reported 
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tly and immediately to Jim Jones. Phyllis died in 
stown. 
Though contrary to the socially accepted norm, 
5 saw to it that Bob Houston was awarded custody of 
yo daughters. He also ordered Houston to marry a 
aide, Joyce Shaw, which he reluctantly agreed to 
Ouston was having difficulty adjusting to this 
tion period as he felt that he had relinquished 
| of his life. His morale was at a low ebb and 
ace again, Jones played on this frustrated 
Jan's love of music to maintain control over him. 
formed a production company with the stated 
se of recording and commercially distributing the 
of the Peoples Temple “under the direction of Bob 
fon." The record company was never much more than 
ell and served only to regenerate Houston's 
Test in the Temple. 
Bob and his new wife, Joyce, were transferred 
he San Francisco Temple where they managed a 
Pidated tenement house as a foster care home for 
ty-four welfare children, including Bob's two 
hters. Joyce, who had worked as an eligibility 
worker in the Mendocino County Welfare Office and 
authored the first edition of the Temple's "Living 
magazine, was then employed as a psychological 
ser at the University of California, presumably on 
Berkeley campus. Bob had two jobs in addition to 
responsibilities at the foster care home. During 
day, he worked as a probation officer at the San 
cisco Youth Guidance Center. His position at the 
th Center was very valuable in targetting welfare 
ipients as potential candidates for his and other 
ple-operated foster care homes. At night, Bob 


ked as a switchman at the Southern Pacific Railroad 
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yard in Oakland. He never really understood why Jones 


had insisted he accept the job at the railroad yard, 

Bob Houston proved to be one of Jones' busiest 
and most profitable followers. Whether he realized it 
or not, his work at the San Francisco Youth Guidance 
Center helped to secure subjects and financing for 
Jones' experiment in mind control. He directed the 
Temple's music department and managed one of their 
foster care homes. Between his two full time jobs, Bo 
was able to contribute $2,000 a month to the Temple's 
coffer. Jones must have felt some reluctance when it 
came time to order his execution. 

Jones, in typical form, began to openly 
criticize Bob Houston several months before his death. 
He claimed that Houston was "too smart for his own 
good" because he allegedly questioned Temple policy, 
but any excuse would have sufficed to justify the 
harassment. The major attack occurred on July 16, 1976 
when Joyce Houston, following Jones' instructions, 
bought a bus ticket and left San Francisco, her husband 
Bob and (allegedly) the Peoples Temple. All at once, 
Bob was solely responsible for two full time jobs and 
two dozen children; and if that was not enough to break 
him, Jim Jones was. Jones told his congregation that 
Bob was responsible for Joyce leaving the Temple and 
that he deserved to be punished. All the zombies 
agreed, and Bob was called on the floor for several 
boxing matches. A boxing match was a clever means to 
legally beat an adult parishioner senseless. The 
victim (in this case, Bob Houston) would be issued a 
pair of boxing gloves and ordered into a ring with a 
larger opponent whom Jones had selected. It was 
considered cowardly for the accused to defend himself- 


He was expected to stand unguarded and accept his 
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Shment. The beatings were so brutal as to require 
En opponent every round. Temple nurses stood by 
treat the victim's wounds with the most painful of 
septics. The fights always fell short of death 
Jones shouted, "Stop!" Victims were expected to 
Thank you, Father," for their rightfully deserved 
ment. The boxing matches were clever in that, if 
'ever questioned the practice, Jones could 
je scores of witnesses to the "sporting event" who 
testify that both contestants wore gloves and 
though it was unfortunate, one of them had to 
the fight. 

Despite the break up of his marriage, his 
whelming work load and Jones' harassment, Bob 

ton did not waver from his appointed schedule; that 
ot until Joyce telephoned him on October 2nd. 

e had phoned Bob to tell him something terrible 

t Jim Jones but no one knows exactly what she said. 
May have told Bob that Jones had deliberately 

royed his two marriages or that he was using him to 
rol Congressman Ryan or that he intended to kill 
and eventually everyone in the Peoples Temple. She 
even have told him that Jones was a CIA agent. 

€ver she reported was so effective that, the 

Owing day, Bob wrote Jones a letter of resignation. 
next day, October 4th, Bob and Jones had a violent 
ment regarding his letter. On October 5th, Bob 

ton was killed; crushed by a train car at the 

hern Pacific yard. His lantern was found on a 

by flatcar; his work gloves were neatly folded on 
Car's coupler. The police declared Bob's death 
dental despite the fact that nearly everyone who 

' him suspected foul play for one reason or another. 


co-workers at the railroad yard reported to the 
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investigators that it was extremely odd that Bob was 
not wearing his work gloves at the time of his death, 
The only other time they had ever seen him remove hig 
gloves at work was to shake hands with a friend. Thei 
observations were accurate. Bob was not a switchman; 
he was a musician who would have taken extra care to 
protect his hands from the harsh, dirty work in the 
railroad yard. His co-workers surmised that Bob had 
removed his gloves to greet someone who had come to 
visit him at work. Since he died before putting them 
back on, they concluded that his visitor(s) had 
witnessed his death. Of course, no witnesses stepped 
forward to testify. 

Rumor was that Jim Jones had ordered Bob 
Houston's death. The day after the accident, Jones' 
aide and mistress, Maria Katsaris, informed Temple 


members in Los Angeles: 


Did you hear what happened to Bob 
Houston? He threatened to leave 
the church and wrote a letter to 
Jim. He was killed. Smashed 


between two trains.93 


Weeks later, in a sermon, Jones warned his 
congregation, "Bob Houston wrote a hateful letter to 


the church. See what happened to him?"94 





Accusations of the Temple's responsibility in 
Bob Houston's death continued to circulate for months 
before settling an the San “Francisco. picericr 
Attorney's Office. Jones responded to this threat of 
exposure by ordering Joyce Houston to file a wrongful 
death lawsuit against Southern Pacific Railroad. 


Unable to deny the unusual circumstances surrounding 
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is death, Jones chose to advocate the foul play 

ory but direct the blame towards Southern Pacific. 

, mere filing of the lawsuit was sufficient to 

mplish the desired results. With the suit pending, 
istrict Attorney took a wait and see attitude and 
vestigation was stalled indefinitely. 

It is crucial to understand what Joyce Houston 
the time. She knew that Jones had been 

king her late husband for months prior to his 

se. She knew she had warned Bob about Jones on 
er 2nd, and that he had resigned from the Temple 
‘tober 3rd, argued with Jones on October 4th and 
killed on October 5th under extremely suspicious 
umstances that she apparently felt warranted a 
gful death action. It is only logical that this 


sles Temple, however she filed against Southern 

fic because Jones had ordered her to do so. She 

mever left Jones' control, he still planned her 

action. Joyce helped stage her own husband's 

Mie the sixth and final homicide in the "H" file. 
Sammy Houston immediately suspected that Jim 

was as instrumental in his son's death as he had 

1 in his life yet he remained silent for over a 

rt. He confided his suspicions only to Associated 

colleague Tim Reiterman out of fear that the 

Sle would retaliate if he went public with his 

iSations. Actually, Sammy was preoccupied with 

iting a losing battle with cancer of the larynx. He 

not speak out because he had lost the ability to 

ak. In November of 1977, following the failure of 

San Francisco D.A.'s investigation, Sammy wrote to 

old friend, Leo Ryan, asking for help. 
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Congressman Ryan and his top aide, Joe 
Holsinger, visited the Houstons' San Bruno home, where, 
with the help of a chalkboard and his wife, Nadyne, 
Sammy presented his case against the Peoples Temple. 
He asked Ryan to look into the death of his son but of 
more importance to Sammy was the welfare of his two 
granddaughters who were still in the hands of the 
Peoples Temple. Following Bob's death, Jones had sent 
the girls to New York City for a "vacation." While in 
New York, the two were transferred to a flight to 
Guyana and transported to their new home in Jonestown, 
Sammy had heard rumors of child molesting in the jungle 
sanctuary and was legitimately concerned for his pretty 
twelve and thirteen year old granddaughters. He asked 
Ryan to visit the girls in Jonestown and, if at all 
possible, escort them back to the United States. As 
Joe Holsinger later recalled, Ryan accepted the 
challenge; promising his old friend, "Sammy, I will do 
everything I can to get your grandchildren back."99 

Everything was proceeding exactly to Jones' 


masterplan. 
Jol ok kk GG oR do kk kak kok kak ok kk ak oko a 


RYAN REVISITED 

Leo Ryan's political career had progressed 
steadily since the late 1960's when he first came to 
the attention of Jim Jones. Republican Congressman 
Paul McCloskey had challenged Richard Nixon for the 
presidential nomination and was gerrymandered south, 
leaving the reapportioned 1lith Congressional District 
(Ryan's home district) without an incumbent. Ryan 
seized the opportunity and campaigned for the vacant 
post. He ran unopposed in the primary and won the 


general election with 61% of the vote; an impressive 
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tory considering that Ryan was the first Democrat to 
present the area in over thirty years. 

When newly elected Congressman Ryan set out for 
hington, D.C., he brought with him his singular 

a of personal investigation. Though his style did 
hange between the California Assembly and the 

d States Congress, the subject of his 

tigations did. In California, Ryan had pursued a 
Variety of issues, but in Washington he would 

š; his work on one main topic: the domestic 

ations of the Central Intelligence Agency. His 
rest in the CIA became the dominant factor in 

"s life in Washington and his death in Guyana. 
Congressman Ryan's concern over the CIA's 

Stic spy operations was legitimate and well 

It had been reported that there were more 
elligence agents illegally operating in Ryan's San 
eo county and the adjacent Santa Clara County than 
ill other parts of the United States combined; 
ington, D.C. included. The area, dubbed Silicon 
had evolved to become the center of high 
inology in the U.S. and boasted the highest 
centration of military and industrial secrets in the 
id. Consequentially, hundreds of foreign intelli- 
ce agents were drawn to the area. Only some fit the 
reotyped image of an enemy spy seeking military 
rets. Most foreign agents in Silicon Valley were 

t by friendly countries to steal, not military, but 
istrial and technological secrets. To combat the 
ault, the CIA sent thousands of counter intelligence 
ats into Silicon Valley to ferret out the foreign 
ats and guard what they considered the national 


urity and economic future of the United States. The 
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end result was that Ryan's home district was thorough], 
infested with spies; "theirs" and "ours". Í 

Ryan, who was a member of the Government 
Information and Individual Rights Subcommittee, 
accurately perceived the CIA's presence in California 
as a threat to the rights of the citizenry. The main 
problem was that many CIA operatives were violating th 
law in the pursuit of their work. Innocent citizens 
were being hurt in the name of national security, and 
Ryan was concerned. 

There were several factors that encouraged the 
CIA agents in California to break the law. First, the 
agency did not issue detailed instructions to its 
operatives, only general objectives, and too often the 
methods to achieve those objectives were left to the 
discretion of the individual agent. Many agents 
believed that their secretive work in U.S. security was 
above the law and their higher purpose gave them 
license to break the law. Some thought their work was 
special, others thought that they were special. This 
egotistical attitude remains a problem to this day. 
Also, there were agents who used their cover and 
contacts to further criminal activities they would have 
pursued even if they were not employed by the agency. 
This group was the inevitable criminal element found 
everywhere. Though their percentage was low, the 
collective damage they inflicted was high. The last 
type of criminal agent was the scientist or businessman 
who, quite often, had been blackmailed into working for 
the CIA. The agency had long since concluded that they 
did not want the majority of people who applied for 
employment. The applicants were, for the most part, 
law and order right wingers with inflated egos and 


Wyatt Earp complexes. The CIA, whose middie name is 
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eliigence", needed a higher caliber employee, and 
srein lay the problem. The more intelligent a 

son, the less likely he was to join the CIA. The 
ited people needed to be recruited. They were 

d into service, coerced into service, and even 
jailed into service using the same brutal tactics 
lim Jones used to blackmail his Angels. These 
frustrated agents who often resented the CIA's 

51 of their lives, but within their dilemma was an 
tage; a certain degree of immunity from 

cution that many took full advantage of out of 
spite. 

But, unquestionably, the major factor that 
iraged the illegal activities of CIA agents 

ioned in Leo Ryan's home district was their very 
gnment in that district, as domestic operations 
“strictly prohibited by the agency's charter. It 
not until years later, when such activities were 

r threat of exposure, that the CIA persuaded 

ident Ronald Reagan to amend their charter to 

tion what they had been doing for years. But at 
time, the CIA was illegally operating in 

fornia. It is ludicrous to assume that the 

Vidual agents in California would obey the law in 
uit of their work when their work, in itself, was a 
ation of the law. It suffices to say that by 1972, 
Leo Ryan was first elected to Congress, the CIA 
ations in his home district were massive, illegal, 
atening, and very much out of control. 

Immediately upon arriving in Washington, as if 
ere the primary reason he had campaigned for 

Tress, Ryan drafted an amendment intended to stop, 
least control, the CIA's illegal operations in 


‘con Valley and elsewhere within the United States. 
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The Hughes-Ryan Amendment to the National Assistance 


Act would be the only major piece of legislation Ryan 







would introduce in his six years in Congress. The 
amendment transferred responsibility for overseeing th 
CIA from the Armed Forces Committee, which often turne 
a blind eye to the agency's activities, to the 
International Relations Committee of both houses of 
Congress. 

The CIA fought Congressman Ryan and his 
amendment tooth and nail (or, more aptly, cloak and 
dagger) and would have successfully defeated the 
legislation if it were not for Ryan's impeccable 
timing. He introduced the bill at the height of the 
Watergate scandal when the public was shocked to learn 
of the crimes of Howard Hunt and other agency 
operatives in the United States. Despite the agency's 
strong objections, the Hughes-Ryan Amendment passed 
into law, earning Leo Ryan two distinctions; a seat on 
the International Relations CIA Oversight committee, 
and a very prominent position on the CIA's list of 
enemies. 

As if Ryan were not already in serious trouble 
with the agency, he proceeded to taunt them further by 
demanding to be informed of all their domestic 
operations. The official position of the CIA was that 
such operations did not exist, but top agency officials 
and Ryan knew better. Unable to hide their illegal 
work from the foremost investigator in Congress, the 
CIA admitted to Ryan that they were operating in 
California but they fed him token reports of their 
projects; all of which they justified as necessary toO 
safeguard the national security. Surprisingly, Ryan 
agreed that the reported operations were necessary and 
made no attempt to expose them to the public: But 
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ng the course of his investigations, he uncovered 
idence to support the contention that the CIA had 
msored several cults that practiced mind control on 
rmembers. The cults were not a matter of national 
ity but experiments in the control of people for 
and profit; a clear violation of human rights. 
set out to expose these CIA cults in what might be 
red to a blind man kicking a sleeping crocodile. 
gency did not cooperate with Ryan's demands for 
mation, for if they had, they would have told him 
; Jim Jones, and they did not. 
Ryan discovered that the CIA cults, like their 
ness fronts, were difficult to identify and 
tor, as they were designed to be financially self- 
icient. The agency could then account for every 
lar of their congressional budget without divulging 
profit making operations or the projects those 
fits helped to finance. 
The first cult Ryan investigated was the 
ication Church, whose leader, the Reverend Sun 
Moon, was alleged to have strong ties with the 
ain Korea. Ryan lacked hard evidence and, 
rently, the ability to convince the other members 
lis committee that there was a conspiracy and so his 
feagues successfully stopped the investigation. In 
frustration at the failure of his efforts, Ryan was 
fed as saying, "Well, something has to be done about 
people."96 

The next alleged CIA cult to come to Ryan's 
sntion was the Symbionese Liberation Army; the 
Slutionary group who kidnapped and brainwashed 


ionaire heiress, Patricia Hearst. 
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Patricia Hearst 
Kidnapped: February 4, 1974 
The kidnapping of Patricia Hearst is presente 
here because it was the first public arena that 
Congressman Leo Ryan shared with the CIA and Jim Jon 
Donald David DeFreeze was a small time thief 
and paid informant for the Los Angeles Police 
Department. Following her ordeal, Patty Hearst 


described DeFreeze: 


I think he was a paid informant. 
His crimes were average crimes, 
they weren't anything spectacular 
or revolutionary. He was a two- 
bit crook. He got caught on an 
earlier charge and started 
informing to keep from going to 
jail.97 


In midsummer 1970, prison reform was a major 
issue in California politics. As Leo Ryan checked int 
Folsom Prison for his undercover research in prison 
problems, Donald DeFreeze was convicted of armed 
robbery and sentenced to a six-to-fourteen year term 4 
Vacaville State Prison in spite of, or perhaps because 
of, his relationship with the Los Angeles Police 
Department. Almost immediately, DeFreeze infiltrated 
and gained control of the Black Culture Association; 4 
prison reform group begun two years earlier with the 
Stated purpose of educating Black inmates, upgrading 
their skills and self-esteem, and providing society 


with a more responsible citizen upon their release. BY 
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he was described as the "most dynamic member of 

, association."98 It is interesting to note that in 
Borison reform movement in California, Donald 

= was the most outspoken inmate, Leo Ryan was 
ost outspoken politician and Jim Jones was the 
outspoken civic leader. Under the direction of 

e, the Black Culture Association quickly changed 
with the addition of several new middle management 
srs. Thero M. Wheeler, a Black inmate at 

fille, was one of the first to be brought into the 
Ciation by DeFreeze. Wheeler was a member of the 
lutionary Venceremos Organization; a now disbanded 
controlled group, "many of whose members spent time 
ing cane in Cuba to support the Castro 

rnment."99 Next to join the association was a 

ip of Caucasians from outside the prison system. 

ie Wolf and Russell Little led this final assault 
he association and, with their White comrades, 
fessfully purged the association of its charter 


membership. As one former Black member recalls: 


They (the young whites) called me 
a pig and a Central Intelligence 
agent. They made me so mad I 
finally quit.190 


With the Black members ousted from the Black 
tural Association, DeFreeze and his lieutenants were 
t with a shell of an organization that would evolve 
) the Symbionese Liberation Army. He had 

cessfully destroyed the only effective Black inmate 
anization in California. 

In November 1972, DeFreeze was transferred from 


aville to Soledad Prison. In March of 1973, he 








252 












replaced a senior prison trustee in a boiler room job, 


He escaped from prison his first day at work. The 


following day the old trustee was back at his post in 
the boiler room with no reason given for his absence, 


Prison officials were quick to point out that DeFreez 


had “outside help" in his escape. True, he had help, 


but the evidence would suggest that the help came, no 
but from inside the prison system. 
in August 1973, Thero 


from outside, 

Five months later, 
Wheeler escaped from Vacaville Prison to join Donald 
DeFreeze, Willie Wolf, Russell Little, Joseph Remiro, 


Angela Atwood and the other SLA members to begin their 


odyssey. 
It was common knowledge around Santa Rosa 


Junior College that, once a week, the Peoples Temple 


students trained in the tactics of guerrilla warfare. 
They were seen in the open fields on the outskirts of 
town doing calisthentics, marching in formation and 

They "shot" passing 


drilling with broomstick rifles. 
They learned 


cars which they pretended were tanks. 


survival tactics and how to navigate using maps, 


compassses and the stars. They read books on military 


tactics and terrorism. The training was very 
professional. 

These Temple college students would become the 
armed guards of Jonestown. Their purpose was in 
Guyana, not in California where Jones found it too 
risky to deploy them. If any were caught in illegal 
acts it would certainly reflect on the Temple, as 
hundreds of Santa Rosa students could testify that the 


Temple had trained them. The problem arose that Jones’ 


superiors had given him a task that required a small 
militia for a project in California. He had one but 


couldn't use it. Donald DeFreeze solved his problem. 
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According to the New York Times, by the summer 
973, the SLA was offering its services to leftist 
nizations in the San Francisco Bay Area that 

Bed revolution. 


There are indications that, well 
pefore November, the group's 
leadership sounded out other 
radical organizations, offering 
to act as the guerrilla arm for 
those who sought revolution.!01 


y will probably record that it was during this 
| that Donald DeFreeze first met Jim Jones, but 
esearcher believes that since both men were 
tives of the CIA their initial meeting occurred 
ime before the summer of 1973. In any event, 
eze offered his services and Jones accepted. 
Jones confided to members of the Temple as well 
ft-wing organizations outside the Temple that he 
i with and supported the goals of the SLA. He 
SO far as to reprint the SLA's declaration for 
ibution among his followers and circulated the 
t that his bodyguard, Chris Lewis, had given SLA 
rs sanctuary after their prison break. Three 
after the SLA made news by kidnapping Patty 
t, the San Francisco Police Department's 
ligence and Antiterrorist Divisions and the FBI 
an investigation into allegations that Jim 
was the mastermind behind the revolutionary 

One Temple member, described only as a Black 
in her mid fifties, told police investigators 
She had seen SLA leaders Donald DeFreeze and Nancy 


Perry, as well as Patty Hearst's boyfriend, 
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Stephen Weed, at Temple services in Ukiah. Her report 
was never made public but Jones felt it was enough of 4g 
threat of exposure that he ordered Tim Stoen to write 
two letters to the SFPD in which Stoen said, "As an 
assistant district attorney, I can attest that Rev. 
Jones consistently .. . attacks scathingly the B.L.A 
(Black Liberation Army--of which Rory Hithe is said 
have been a member), the S.L.A. and other groups." 
Stoen went on to say that the Temple had totally 
disassociated itself from Chris Lewis, who was under 
suspicion for harboring SLA fugitives, citing that 
Lewis had left the Temple and San Francisco but 
neglecting to say that Jones had merely sent him to 
Guyana until the crisis passed. 

In August 1973, The Peoples Temple hierarchy 
held a top-secret meeting in an open cow pasture at a 
Temple operated ranch in Redwood Valley. They often 
conducted their critical meetings out-of-doors for fea 
that the Temple's buildings had been bugged by 
electronic surveillance devices. Tim Stoen presided 
and told Patty Cartmell, Terry Buford, Sandy Bradshaw 
and the others that, although Jim Jones would not 
attend, that he would be informed of the results of th 
meeting. Stoen said, "We want to be able to say that 
we were acting independently and Jim had not been 
advised of our actions."102 There were two items on 
his agenda; Marcus Foster and Patricia Hearst. 

For several years, the Temple has been stealif 
Black welfare children from the ghettoes of Oakland an 
assigning them to Temple foster care homes.. The 
welfare fraud scam was central to the Jonestown plan 4 
it provided both the necessary federal funding as well 
as the guinea pigs for the experiment. The project wa 


being threatened by the one man in a position to view 
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mass exodus of school aged Black children from 
kland to the Peoples Temple, Oakland school 
perintendent, Marcus Foster. Foster had uncovered 
Much and was beginning to talk about Jim Jones. 
one at the cow pasture meeting agreed that he 

i to be silenced. 

The second item on the agenda has been 

ibed as a contingency plan in the event that Jim 
S$ was arrested. The group decided that the best 
se of action was to kidnap a public figure as 

om for their leader's release. Several potential 
ims were discussed but the group settled on 

icia Hearst. She was sufficiently famous to 

ant public attention. Her family was wealthy 

igh to pay a large ransom, if necessary. But more 
portant, her father, William Randolph Hearst, was the 
lisher and editor of the San Francisco Examiner, a 
Spaper that Jones had declared war with just eleven 
hs earlier. In September of 1972, the Examiner's 
igious columnist, the Reverend Lester Kinsolving, 
led a series of damaging articles on the Peoples 
jle. Only four of the eight installments were 
lished as several hundred Temple followers stopped 
expose by picketing the newspaper's office with 
‘ards and Bibles. Now, almost one year later, the 
iner threatened to print another expose. Jones 
lised that the only way to control the Examiner was 
sontrol William Randolph Hearst and the only way to 
wrol Hearst was to control his daughter, Patty. 

fer Kinsolving presented another problem. Patty 
fmeli's intelligence agents burglarized his home 
king for information. They even went so far as to 
nel] under his house so they could overhear 


yersations from the crawl space beneath the floors. 
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Ultimately, Lester Kinsolving, the first man to Warn 


about the dangers in the Peoples Temple, was totally 


discredited: 


In 1976, Lester Kinsolving, an 
Episcopalian priest whose syndi- 
cated columns appeared in twenty 
newspapers and who was host of 
four radio shows, lost his 
credentials as a journalist after 
the National Council of Churches 
complained that he acted as an 
agent for the South African 


government. 103 








On November 6, 1973, Marcus Foster was 
assassinated by an unidentified gunman. The Symbiones 
Liberation Army claimed responsibility in a 
communique’. At first the authorities did not believe 
the SLA even existed, that is until a second communiqué 
described how Foster had been shot with a cyanide- 
tipped bullet; a fact the police had deliberately kept 
secret. For the first time they took the SLA 
seriously. 

In January, Russell Little and Joseph Remiro 
were stopped by the police on a traffic violation and 
arrested for murder when the officers discovered SLA 
literature in their van. That evening, the SLA's 
headquarters in Concord, California was burned by a 
fire of undetermined origin. No one was injured but 
the incident foretold their ultimate demise eighteen 


months later in Los Angeles. 
On the evening of February 4, 1974, three SLA 


soldiers kidnapped Patty Hearst from her Berkeley 
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pment. For the next fifty-seven days, they held 
bound and blindfolded in a small closet while 

eeze made his ransom demands. At first it was 

ht that he would propose a prisoner exchange; 

in exchange for the release of Remiro and Little, 
n a Surprise move, DeFreeze demanded that the 


family feed the poor of California as ransom for 


On February 14th, two days after the SLA's 
communique on Patty's abduction, Jim Jones and 
top Temple aides, Tim Stoen, Karen Layton, Michael 
S and Annie Moore offered themselves, ina 

shed article in the Press Democrat, as hostages in 
nge for the newspaper heiress. Jones knew that 
hately someone would make the Peoples Temple/SLA/ 

y Hearst connection so, in an effort to set the 
wrong, he publicly confirmed his involvement but 
same time implied his innocence. It was his 

al defense. There was no risk to Jones in his 
itine's Day offer as he controlled the SLA and 


litarian image. To complete the deceit, he offered 
as the first contribution to the Patty Hearst 
fund that, apparently, he tried to have 

lished, but that never existed. The Hearsts 

rned the Temple's check but not before Jones' 
rosity was widely reported in the local media. 
DeFreeze first demanded that the Hearsts give a 
box of food to every Californian with a welfare, 

al security pension, food stamp, disabled veteran 
sdicare card, as well as anyone with papers from 
ation, parole, jail or bail. The Hearsts refused 
proposal as it would have cost $230 million; the 


l assets of the family and the Hearst foundation 


















































258 







they controlled. DeFreeze must have been quite 
accurately informed to arrive at the seventy dollar Der 
person figure. 

DeFreeze countered that the Hearsts should do 
something to feed the poor of California as a 
demonstration of good faith before negotiations for 
Patty's release could begin. William Randolph Hearst 
offered an immediate $2 million food giveaway in San 
Francisco with an additional $4 million program to 
follow his daughter's release. In a press conference, 


Hearst said: 


Arrangements have been made for 
$2 million to be delivered to tax 
exempt charitable organizations 
approved by the Attorney General 
of California and capable of 
making the distribution for the 
benefit of the poor and needy.194 


Hearst enlisted two unlikely characters to 
administer the food giveaway program: Ludlow Kramer, 
Washington state's secretary and Peggy Maze, director 
of "Neighbors in Need", a Seattle-based group formed to 
subsidize unemployed aerospace workers who had lost 
their jobs during a massive lay-off at Boeing. A 
steering committee was formed to oversee the food 
distribution. Heading the committee was Cecil 
Williams, the Black pastor of San Francisco's Glide 
Memorial Church who was receiving the SLA's communiqué 
and American Indian Movement (AIM) leader, Dennis 
Banks. Both men were very close to Jim Jones. 
Williams and Jones were good friends who shared a 


common profession, style and neighborhood while Banks 

























d Jones a large debt. A year earlier, Jones had 

id the nineteen thousand dollar bail that released 

k's wife, Ka-Mook, after federal authorities 

ssted her for her part in the Wounded Knee Indian 

sing. At the SLA's insistence, the Western 

tion Project Area Committee chaired the coalition. 

WAPAC had been under Jones' control ever since 

S killed Hithe. 

Though Jones was the self-proclaimed spokesman 

San Francisco's poor Blacks, headed an organization 
was best qualified to administer the food giveaway 

had close contacts with the program, his name was 

iceably missing from the press reports. 

The Peoples Temple combined forces with Peggy 

e's "Neighbors in Need" program to form the “People 

Need" food giveaway that represented the ransom of 

ty Hearst and a windfall profit for Jim Jones. 

Jones reminded his congregation that they were 
poor of San Francisco and deserved their fair share 
the free food. Through his contacts within the 
gram, he was able to provide his followers with 
anced information as to exactly where the food would 
anded out. Temple busses transported hundreds of 
ishioners to the random distribution points just 
Ir to their opening. On one occasion, Temple guards 
icked a delivery truck en route to a distribution 
ıt and stole the entire contents of the truck. 

No one, not the local press that covered the 

ry or the bystanders who witnessed it, realized that 
fF of the recipients of the food giveaway were 

fers of the Peoples Temple. Since the poor were not 
aired to sign for the food or even produce 
Atification, Temple members could return for a 


ond, third, or even fourth box of food which was 














260 


























then brought to the Geary Street headquarters where 
they were told that it would be stored for their future 
consumption. Actually, the free food was reloaded onto 
trucks, sent back to the distribution points, 
redistributed and recounted. In this way, Jones made 
one dollar's worth of food appear as two, three or foi 
dollar's worth on the auditor's accounting ledger. Í 
is not known whether Jones' scam worked for or against 
the interests of the Hearst family. He could have 
provided the means by which they appeared to satisfy 
the dollar amounts promised at a fraction of the cost 
or he may have just monopolized the program to receive 
the full published value of the giveaway. In either 
event, by the completion of the five week program, most 
of the food and/or the money designated to purchase the 
food, ended up in the Peoples Temple. Critics, some of 
whom were on the steering committee, protested against 
what they claimed was the poor organization and 
internal theft that plagued the program but no mention 
was made of the Peoples Temple. Jones, who would later 
claim to be the reincarnation of Jesus Christ, must 
have seen the irony in comparing the People in Need 
program with the Biblical story of the loaves and 
fishes. 


President Ronald Reagan, then governor of 
California, provided a humorous footnote to this story- 
At first, he told San Francisco's poor not to accept 
the free food lest they support the terrorist's 
demands. Whether intentional or not, Reagan was very 
instrumental in helping Jones' people to monopolize the 
program at least in the beginning but eventually hunger 
was a stronger influence than the governor and the 
city's poor ignored his plea and took their place in 


any free food line that they were lucky enough to 


261 




























ter. Reagan's response, in a speech to 

ressional aides in Washington, was to wish that the 
ients of the People in Need food giveaway might 
suffer an “epidemic of botulism." 

When the last of the alleged $2 million dollars 
f groceries was handed out, Patty announced, in 
recorded message to the press, that she had 
arily joined the ranks of the SLA to fight the 
rate ruling class," a calculated statement that 
tely describes the Hearst family. Soon after the 
cement, as if to verify her commitment, DeFreeze 
Patty and the others to rob a San Francisco 

1 Of Hibernia Bank; which they did in full view of 
ank's cameras. Patty was, once again, on the 
pages, but this time she held an automatic weapon 
* hands. Ironically, Hibernia Bank was managed by 
father of Trish Tobin, Patty's closest friend 

the kidnapping. 

DeFreeze then moved the group to a safe house 
poor neighborhood in Los Angeles where most of the 
€portedly died in a shoot-out with the FBI and the 
_ police. 

On May 16th, DeFreeze, as if he knew something 
about to happen, ordered Patty, Bill Harris and his 
Emily, on a mission to steal some heavy winter 
hes. Patty remained in the van across the street 
the Harrises entered the sporting goods store. 
Harris emerged with the shoplifted merchandise and 
store detective on his heels. The two wrestled to 
Sidewalk and Patty opened fire with the automatic 
on that DeFreeze had issued her. No one was 

red and the three escaped in a hijacked vehicle for 
ixciting ride to the Anaheim motel room where they 


> to rendezvous with DeFreeze and the others. But 
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when they checked into the room and turned on the 
television to watch for news reports of their shoot-out 
at the sporting goods store, they witnessed instead 
live media coverage of the attack and total destructi 
of the SLA's hideout. To say that the FBI and the LA 
overreacted is an understatement. In reality--they 
went wild! Thousands of rounds of ammunition 
perforated the small wood-frame house, tear gas and 
fire bombs were projected through the windows and the 
structure burnt to the ground. Obviously, they wanted 
to kill everyone inside, and their “take no prisoners” 
tactic raises some serious questions as, supposedly, 
they had no indication that Patty was not inside the 
house at the time. DeFreeze reportedly died in the 
fire started by the same Los Angeles Police Department 
that, just a few months earlier, had employed him as a 
informant. 

Apparently, DeFreeze had advance knowledge of 
the police raid on the SLA hideout. Sending Patty out 
in public was very risky. With her picture on the 
front page of nearly every newspaper, anyone on the 
street could have recognized her and jeopardized the 
entire SLA organization. Since he had ordered Patty 
and the Harrises to steal winter clothing, he knew thej 
would be leaving L.A. for a colder climate. The 
automatic weapons he issued seemed grossly out of 
proportion to the crime of shoplifting as did the mote 
room rendezvous, the cost of which could not have been 
justified by the value of the stolen merchandise. 
Actually, DeFreeze accomplished exactly what he wanted 
Patty was safely out of the house, armed and on her Wa 
out of California. 

Patty and the Harrises spent what has been 


termed as the "missing year" hiding out in the hills 9 
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yivania and Upstate New York while the entire 

try pondered their fate. A humorous sign in an 

ate New York barroom claimed, "Patty Hearst peeked 
e window here." She monopolized the headlines for 
recedented eighteen months. Hers was the most 
covered story of the decade. Everyone was on 
kout for the fugitive heiress. 

Eventually, the group joined forces with Steven 
| and others who surfaced in Sacramento, 

rnia to rob the Crocker National Bank in 

hael. Patty and Steven Soliah drove the getaway 
During the holdup, an innocent bystander, a 

“two year old mother of four, was shot and killed. 
was now wanted for murder. The group fled to San 
isco where, on September 18, 1975, the police, 

on an anonymous tip, located and arrested Patty 


In her subsequent trial, defense attorney F. 
ailey argued that his client was really three 
"Hearsts: the one before the kidnapping, the one 
g the kidnapping, and the one that, now 

grammed, was standing trial. In later years, when 
| why so many psychiatrists were so fascinated with 


Patty responded: 


Because for the first time they 
were getting a victim of coercive 
persuasion and sensory depri- 
vation where it wasn't the result 
of the Chinese or something -- it 
was domestic terrorists. They 
don't get to see a whole lot of 
that .105 
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Despite her defense, Patty was convicted and sentenced 
to a seven year prison term; a harsh punishment 
considering that her accomplice, Steven Soliah, who ha 
played an equivalent role in the Carmichael bank 
robbery, was acquitted on all charges. 

Patty was still very much in the news and Ji 
Jones was still very much in the prison reform moveme 
in California. He had assigned his aide, Jann Gurvie 
the Temple's paralegal and political science teacher, 
the task of monitoring the trial of the "San Quentin 
Six," the Black Panther defendants who were represent 
by attorney Charles Garry. (Jones would later hire 
Garry as the Temple's attorney.) In an autobiography, 
dictated in Jonestown just prior to her death, Gurvich 


recounted her assignment: 


Actually, the picture of the 
terrible and barbarous San 
Quentin Six defendants that was 
carefully staged by the Cali- 
fornia Department of Corrections 
and Marin County officials began 
shaping up long before I walked 
into the courtroom. There was 
the Patty Hearst trial, which was 
going on in San Francisco just 
across the Bay. The Flee (F. Lee 
Bailey) and Patty were getting 
daily press coverage (actually 
minute-by-minute, change- 
of-clothes-by-change-of-clothes 
coverage). The Six were ig- 
nored. 106 
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serving two of her seven years, Patty's sentence 
sommuted by an executive order from President 

ir. She settled in the San Francisco Bay Area and 
married her bodyguard, ex-San Francisco policeman 
Shaw. 

To follow the Hearst kidnapping full circle, 
eassigned Gurvich to the Los Angeles law offices 
lard Weinglass where, in the summer of 1976, she 
closely with the attorney on the defense of 
jarris who had been charged with kidnapping. 
Almost from the beginning, conspiratorialists 
zed that the CIA had masterminded the Hearst 

ping as a distraction from the major news of the 
ich was the agency's participation in the 


gate break-in and cover-up. Patty would later 


I think I was very much a 
distraction from what was going 
on in Washington. At the time, 
there was Watergate and we were 
losing a President quickly...107 


If the CIA kidnapped Patty Hearst as a media 

it could not have been better planned, 

, or scheduled. She was the perfect victim 
‘her father controlled the largest privately owned 
Media conglomerate in the United States. No one 

l have commanded more national media attention than 
1 Patty Hearst. The major incidents in the story 
so systematically timed as to guarantee continual 
s—page coverage for the same year and a half in 

h the headlines would have read "CIA" if it were 


for "Patty Hearst." In truth, the Patty Hearst 
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story did monopolize the news and help suppress Storie 
on the CIA's domestic operations. The only question 
remaining is whether or not the agency planned it that 
way. If the CIA engineered the kidnapping they 
probably also engineered the ransom payment either y 
or without the knowledge of the Hearst family. The 
agency could have offered the family a $100,000 
solution to their $2 million problem. Though the 
problem was covert, the solution may have been overt 
through agent Jim Jones who was working either for 
himself, the CIA, the Hearsts, or all three. 

If Congressman Ryan had proof that the CIA 
sponsored the SLA, he never stated so publicly. 
Instead, he recognized the plan for what it was, a 
media manipulation and, rather than expose the truth, 
he proceeded to use it for his own political gain. 
Since the Hearst family resided in his home district, 
Ryan began to refer to himself as "Patty Hearst's 
Congressman," a title that insured him much publicity. 
In the end, Ryan came to Patty's rescue when he 
personally organized the congressional petition that 
was the deciding factor in President Carter's executiv 
order commuting her sentence. Patty Hearst in prison; 
Jim Jones put her there, Leo Ryan got her out -- first 
encounter. 

Ryan's kindness did not go unnoticed. In 1980 
Patty Hearst made a rare public appearance to announce 
plans to raise funds for a proposed child care center 
to be dedicated to the assassinated congressman. 
Though she recognizes her alliance with Ryan, she does 
not recognize that the bond is primarily due to the 
common enemy they shared in the CIA and Jim Jones. 

As a postscript to the Patty Hearst story, it 


is interesting to consider the possible ramifications 
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s largest independent news network in the United 
es being controlled in the 1990's by someone the 

ad brainwashed. 
ICG aK a ak ak ak 


"Curtain" 

It took eight years to write the script, cast 
racters, rehearse the parts and stage the play. 
’jtagonist, Leo Ryan, had failed to prove the CIA 
racy in the Unification Church and the Symbionese 
tion Army, but he had been sufficiently educated 
operations to be well prepared for Jim Jones 
Peoples Temple. According to Ryan's top aide, 
Jlsinger: 


By the time he (Ryan) was asked 
to look into the Peoples Temple, 
he had some idea of what these 


groups might be doing.108 


In answer to Sammy Houston's request for help, 
initiated a detailed investigation into the 

e's illegal activities, with particular attention 
he more serious accusations of murder. In addition 
ammy's testimony, Ryan was deluged with reports of 
nwashings, beatings, blackmailings and murders from 
emple members and relatives of current members, all 
hom were, oddly enough, Caucasian. They came to 
because he was the only Northern California 
ressman on the International Relations Committee 
the only public official who seemed to care about 
welfare of the residents in Jonestown. Most were 
ers of the "Concerned Relatives" group; a division 


he Human Freedom Center. Elmer and Deanna Mertle, 
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two ex-Temple members, had started the Human Freedom 
Center to help other ex-cult members to readjust to 
life in mainstream society. Elmer Mertle had been one 
of the few Caucasians active in the struggle for Blac 
civil rights in the sixties and seventies. He author 
a column in a Black publication and even walked by 
Martin Luther King's side in his now famous march in 
Selma, Alabama. Following a divorce from his first 
wife, Elmer met Deanna at a meeting of "Parents Witho 
Partners." The minister who married them recommended 
the Peoples Temple and the newlyweds joined the Redwo 
Valley congregation where they were considered middle 
management. By 1975, the Mertles became disillusioned 
with Jones and left the Temple to open the Human 
Freedom Center. Deanna was quoted as saying, "I can 
only compare Jones to Hitler."109 Like Mary Love, the 
Mertles changed their names (to Al and Jeannie Mills) 
in order to avoid possible embarrassment or even 
prosecution resulting from the self-confession letters 
they had signed for Jones. Following the mass suicide 
Tim Stoen encouraged Jeannie Mills to write a book 
about her experiences with the Peoples Temple. Six 
Years with God was published in late 1979. A few shor 
months later, in February 1980, unidentified gunmen 
broke into the Mills' home and shot Al, Jeannie, and 
their teenaged daughter, execution-style, in the head. 
Al and Jeannie died instantly, while their daughter 
died two days later when her doctor declared her 
“neurologically dead" and disconnected her life-suppor 
Systems. The murders remain unsolved. 
Some of the members of the Concerned Relatives 
were just that -- concerned relatives; but some were 
agents of Jim Jones who were sent to infiltrate the 


group to monitor and help control its progress. One 
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emple spy was Tim Stoen. Grace Grech Stoen had 
Fert the Temple and her husband to file a lawsuit 
st Jones over the custody of her only child, John 
Stoen, whom Jones had nicknamed John-John after 
t Kennedy's son. Tim Stoen represented Jones 
; but then reportedly defected from the Temple 
his wife in the lawsuit. Jones countered by 

g the Stoens of being CIA operatives. The 
episode was a sham. The Stoen's marriage was 
inything more than a change of name and a paper 
2 The Temple had raised John-John; the Stoens 
nothing for the boy. Jones had introduced Tim 
ace, married them and even fathered their only 
according to Tim Stoen's signed affidavit in 

the attorney swore: 


I, Timothy Oliver Stoen, hereby 
acknowledge that in April 1971 I 
entreated my beloved Pastor, 
James W. Jones, to sire a child 
by my wife, Grace Lucy (Grech) 
Stoen...The child, John Victor 
Stoen, was born on January 25, 
1972... I declare under penalty 
of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct.110 


Jocument was witnessed by Jones' wife, Marceline. 
seated" is almost humorous. It has been alleged 
Tim Stoen was a homosexual who had been 

kmailed into the service of the CIA and that he and 
wife shared a common lover in Jim Jones. Ina 

er to the Agency for International Development, the 


les Temple charged that, 
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The Stoens instigated his 
(Jones') relationship with Grace, 
over Tim's pleas to protect his 
reputation from embarrassment of 
threatened exposure of his 


transvestite patterns. 













This may be true, but moreover there is strong evide 
to support the theory that Stoen was a CIA operative 
at least the East Germans thought so. In the early 
1960's, Stoen was arrested in Berlin on a charge of 
espionage after he was caught photographing sensitive 
military installations near the Berlin Wall. He was 
accused of being a CIA spy and held for nine days 
before being deported to the United States where he 
lectured against communism and joined forces with 
Jones. Just about the time Stoen was being arrested i 
Germany, Jones was close to arrest in Brazil, where a 
local newspaper reporter, observing his role in the 
brewing military coup, publicly accused him of working 
for the CIA. The life experience of Tim Stoen and Jim 
Jones had more than just the Peoples Temple and a 
disputed son in common. Stoen's career in the Peoples 
Temple prospered to the point where, in 1976, Governor 
Jerry Brown appointed him to serve on the California 
Advisory Council, the Legal Services Corporation 
through which he administered the federal legal aid 
programs. Eventually, the child custody suit provided 
him and his estranged wife with the means to gracefull! 
resign their responsibilities in the Temple's hierarch 
before being incriminated in the pending tragedy. It 
also gave them a logical reason for joining the 


Concerned Relatives and an additional child custody 
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o encourage Congressman Ryan to investigate 
stown. Nothing ever came of their lawsuit; John- 
died in the massacre. The Stoens remained 
only as long as necessary to show their 
ity and imply their innocence. As of last 
Tim is practicing law in San Francisco's 
al district. Grace married Temple aide Walter 
mo blood relation to Jim Jones). Little is 
f Walter Jones' work in the Peoples Temple or 
viously successful defection from the cult but 
the massacre he was quoted as saying that he knew 
Jones took those people down there to kill them." 
was some speculation that Walter and Grace 
ed to relocate to the Syracuse, New York area, but 
has never been confirmed. In the end, the Stoens 
ed as did most of Jones Caucasian Angels. 

The Concerned Relatives provided Congressman 
with a wealth of incriminating evidence against 
Jones, including detailed accounts of the 
mentioned six murders. Ryan, in turn, sought the 
Of the State and Justice Departments but no one in 
ington would cooperate with his requests for 
fmation on the Peoples Temple. On September 15, 

, he met with Viron Vaky, the State Department's 
Stant Secretary of the Bureau of Inter-American 
irs. According to the House Committee report on 
"S assassination, "What he had earlier considered 
ly the ‘possibility’ of going to Guyana appears to 
become firm in his mind at that meeting." In 
equent meetings, the State Department told Ryan 
Jonestown had been visited at least three times to 
> by staff members of the U.S. Embassy in Guyana 

| operatives by definition) and that they had found 
indication of foul play. Eventually, the State 
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Department sent a form letter to Ryan and the Concerne 


Relatives, in which they stated, 


It is the opinion of these 
officers, reinforced by conver- 
sations with local officials who 
deal with the People's Temple, 
that it is improbable that anyone 
is being held in bondage. In 
general, the people appear to be 
healthy, adequately fed and 
housed, and satisfied with their 
lives on what is a large farm. 
Many do hard physical labor, but 
there is no evidence of people 
being forced to work beyond their 
capacity or against their 

will. 11i 


Originally, Congressman Edward Derwinski (R, 
Illinois) was scheduled to accompany Ryan on the 
official congressional junket to Jonestown but at the 
last moment Derwinski canceled, citing a conflict of 
schedule. He had promised to visit his daughter at 
college. He may have been warned not to go to Guyana. 
Following the assassination, even conservative obser- 
vers felt the CIA had deliberately failed to warn Ryan 
of the potential dangers in Jonestown because they 
hated him so for his sponsorship of the Hughes-Ryan 
Amendment. In any event, Ryan and his aides amassed 4 
file on the Temple members that Jones had reportedly 
ordered executed. The summary of that file read 


something like this: 
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ple Victim Date of Cause of Death 


Death 
Maxine 3/28/70 Hung by the neck from 
the rafters of her 
ucasian female garage. 
i Rory 8/13 Shot to death in an 
lack Male argument with Temple 
guard Chris Lewis. 
lart, Truth 7/16/74 Congestive heart 
3lack Female failure. 
Head, John 10/19/75 Multiple head lacera- 
William tions suffered ina 
Male Caucasian fall. 
Hood, Azrie unknown Disappeared; presumed 
Black Female dead, cause unknown. 
Houston, Bob 10/5/76 Crushed by a traincar 
Caucasian Male at the Southern 


Pacific RR yard. 


Ryan was extremely busy shuttling between 
ington, D.C, and California, planning his 

Betion campaign, organizing the petition to release 
y Hearst and polishing his latest literary work, a 
ovel about a terrorist group that planted a 

‘ogen bomb in Washington. Even with this busy 

sdule, Ryan found time to review the "H" file 


lary. 





274 














His first reaction was how peculiar it was that 


all the reported Temple victims had surnames that begin 


with the letter "H." Actually, an aide had discovered 


it when he went to file the reports of the Temple 


murders. The mathematical odds of such a phenomenon 


occurring coincidentally are staggering. Ryan notice 


something else about the victims. They had been kil] 


in alphabetical order in so far as each victim was t 


next in the Temple's "H" file at the time of his orh 


death. Rory Hithe may have been killed before John 


Head but, at the time, Head was not a member of the 


Temple nor included in their files. Also, Jones, who 


claimed that there was no racism, sexism, 
certainly showed no such prejudices in his 
three were Black, three 


or ageism in 


Jonestown, 
selection of the six victims: 
were Caucasian; three were men, three were women; three 


were young, three were elderly. Chronologically, the 


six murders were fairly evenly spaced over a six and a 


half year period. Each of the victims had been killed 


in a different way so as not to set a pattern or modus 
operandi that might incriminate Jones or his Temple. 
At first, Ryan thought it was only a coincidence that 
his old friend, Bob Houston, had been crushed by a 
traincar stenciled with the RR company name “HOUSTON,” 


but then he discovered the bizarre truth. John Head 


lacerations, Truth Hart died from 
Rory Hithe, within the vernacular was 


died from "head" 


"heart" failure, 
"hit" by gunfire, Azrie Hood (as in concealment) had 


disappeared, but Maxine Harp's death did not seem to 


fit the pattern, that is until Ryan consulted a 


dictionary: 


HARP/‘harp/n: an instrument 
having wire of graded length 
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stretched across an open trian- 


gular wooden frame... 


extension cord noose was the "wire," the garage 
rs the “open triangular wooden frame." Maxine 
death did exemplify a harp. 
Ryan had decoded a logical sequence that 
lished a common perpetrator in the six deaths; Jim 
He knew if Jones were to continue the 
ession his next victims would be Judy and Patricia 
on, the very children Sammy Houston had asked him 
otect. Ryan also knew that this theory on the "H" 
homicides would be laughed out of any court in the 
‘ry. The story was too bizarre, almost insane, and 
if he went public with his information just before 
lection, he would be ridiculed and probably 
; So he kept the theory to himself and made 
5; to personaliy investigate Jonestown immediately 
OWing the election in November. 

Just as Jones had used Bob Houston's love of 
to control him, so too, he used Leo Ryan's love 
ystery and investigative intrigue to control him. 
igh he did not realize it, Ryan was exactly where 
and the CIA wanted him to be; destined to die in 
ina. 
The six "H" file homicides and the several 
tional murders outlined in this chapter, as well as 
T Of the violent deaths described elsewhere in this 
„œ have more than just Jim Jones and the Peoples 
le in common. Each murder, including that of 
frressman Ryan, remains unsolved. No one has ever 
i arrested for the crimes, which attests to Jones' 


ir, influence and immunity from prosecution. 
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VII MOSCONE, MILK AND MURDER 





“In a tight race like the 
ones George (Moscone) or (Joseph) 
Freitas or (Richard) Hongisto 

had, forget it without Jones."112 


-Assemblyman Willie Brown 


"They are well dressed, 
polite, and they're also regi- 
stered to vote. Everybody talks 
about the labor unions and their 
power, but Jones turns out the 
troops."113 


-A Moscone campaign official 


The Reverend Jim Jones was the predominant 
behind the political careers of San Francisco 
George Moscone and City Supervisor Harvey Milk 
g the last three years of their lives. Their 
Sinations, coming only nine days after the 
Stown massacre, suggests that Jones had engineered 


r deaths just as he had helped engineer their 
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lives. This chapter is submitted as evidence that he 
did. 
BOI E E E E E E E E E EE E E E E E EEE IORI ag: 


GEORGE R. MOSCONE 

Moscone's rise to political power in San 
Francisco began on April 14, 1975, in a meeting betwe 
Lawrence Leguennac, the registrar of voters, and Thom 
Mellon, the city's chief administrative officer. At 
the time, Moscone was the majority leader in the State 
Senate, but, as he phrased it, "Sacramento is boring 2 
hell and ever since my childhood I've wanted to be the 
mayor of the world's greatest city." Reportedly, a 
deal had been struck between Moscone and other high- 
ranking Democrats, in which several politicians would 
shift offices to the betterment of all. Moscone needed 
more than just the assurance of a politician that he 
would be elected mayor. Help came from Lawrence 
Leguennac in the form of his revised procedure for 
voter registration. Under the pretext of a poor voter 
turn-out in the previous election, Leguennac and Mellon 
redesigned and relaxed voter requirements for the 
upcoming 1975 mayoral elections. Under the new system, 
an unprecedented number of registrars were deputized 
and isstied an even larger number of voter registration 
books. Each registration had a duplicate yellow copy 
that was given to the voter to present at the polling 
places. The yellow copy was supposed to be compared to 
the original and confiscated at the polls to prevent 
citizens from voting more than once. 

Moscone entrusted his campaign to Don Bradley, 
who had successfully managed the California campaigns 
of Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. Bradley later 


recalled what happened next. 
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...there was a meeting here in my 
office with Jim Jones, Prokes 
(Temple aide Michael Prokes), 
Moscone and myself. We requested 
help in securing volunteers and 
they said they could... They did 
the work in tough areas, fairly 
rough areas (like) the Tenderloin 
and south of Market.114 


The marriage of Moscone and Jones produced what 
fell be the largest voter fraud scheme in 

fornia's history. Moscone was one of five 

idates in the November election. Some of his 
ments, most notably Dianne Feinstein and John 
lagelata, were backed by the city's powerful real 

te developers. It was a close race; too close, as 
ne received a clear majority and a run-off election 
een the two front-runners, Moscone and Barbagelata, 
Scheduled for the following month. Temple 

tical propagandist Richard Tropp enlisted his 

3ps to write as many as fifty letters each in 

Ort of Moscone and in protest of the need for a 
“off election. Despite the efforts of the Peoples 
jile, the December election was held on schedule. 
Everyone in Jones' congregation was registered 
vote; it was a requirement. Many had registered at 
ple operated communes, indicating that Temple 

Sonnel had been deputized as registrars. Over one 
dred and sixty Temple volunteers worked at Moscone's 
paign headquarters. Several hundred more canvassed 
Tenderloin, Filmore, South of Market and the 


tern Addition areas of the city. 
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On the morning of the December election, Jonea 
had over 800 of his followers rounded up and 
transported to the polls in the Temple's fleet of 
Greyhound buses. Each had been instructed to vote fo, 
Moscone, just as they had been instructed to vote for 
Moscone, District Attorney Joseph Freitas and Sheriff 
Richard Hongisto in the regular election a month 
earlier. 

On election day, officials at the polling 
places neglected to confiscate the voters' duplicate 
yellow registration forms. As John Barbagelata said, 
lamenting over his loss, "You could have run around to 
twelve hundred precincts and voted twelve hundred 
times."115 And that is exactly what the eight hundred 
Peoples Temple voters did. Their ballot box stuffing 
made the differences as Moscone won by only a slim 
margin, but Jones had miscalculated the voter turn-out 
for the run-off election and, in the final analysis, 
there were more votes cast than there were registered 
voters. Barbagelata claimed voter fraud and called for 
Moscone to run again in a special midterm election. 
Jim Jones contributed $500 to the committee opposing 
the proposal. He also contributed $250 to help pay fol 
Moscone's inaugural expenses. The following month 
Barbagelata received a box of candy in the mail that 
concealed a bomb that, by chance, did not explode. 
After the incident, Jones offered him the protection 0} 
Temple bodyguards, but Barbagelata refused. Barba- 
gelata continued to protest the election and, in June 
of 1976, he chaired a special committee of city 
supervisors who conducted public hearings into his 
allegations of voter fraud. The committee discovered 
forged and printed signatures, as well as non-existent 


addresses and other irregularities on voter 
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istration forms, all from the south of Market, 
Bore and Western Addition districts where the major 
eluence was the Peoples Temple. Barbagelata never 
lized the Temple's involvement, only that some major 
> had masterminded the fraud. 

His committee submitted their findings to 

"ict Attorney Joseph Freitas who formed a special 
sion crimes unit to investigate the allegations. 
tas hired none other than Temple attorney Tim Stoen 
ead the investigation. He later insisted that he 
not know the assistant district attorney from 
jocino County had an affiliation with the Peoples 

le or that the Peoples Temple had played any part 
the election fraud. Freitas was quoted as saying, 
didn't know Tim was a member of the Peoples Temple 
il after he came to work, and anyone who says it was 
Olitical pay-off is a liar,"116 a strong statement 

m aman who was often seen at the services of the 
ples Temple and who owed his political position to 
(election fixing of Jim Jones. Of course, Tim Stoen 
nd no substantial evidence of voter fraud and the 
ples Temple was never mentioned in his reports. 

As further evidence of fraud in the 1975 
ctions, over four hundred voter registration books 
issued but never recovered. Those books that were 
Overed were locked in three vaults in City Hall. In 
ember of 1978, Federal and State agencies requested 
' files as evidence in their investigation of the 
Ples Temple and Tim Stoen. It was then that even 
remaining books were discovered missing. Every 

of voters in the 1975 elections has vanished 

chout a trace. 

Jones received his political pay-off only days 
fer the election, when Moscone appointed Temple aide 
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Michael Prokes to the committee that would screen 
potential candidates for the one hundred commission 
vacancies in Moscone's new administration. Over the 
next several months, Prokes succeeded in placing 
trusted Temple aides in key positions in city 
government. 

In March of 1976, Moscone announced he was 
appointing Jim Jones to the post of Human Rights 
Commissioner the same title bestowed upon him in 
Indianapolis, fifteen years earlier. On the day that 
Jones was to be sworn into office, he slipped, 
unannounced, through a side door to the mayor's offic 
and, after a fifteen minute meeting with Moscone, 
emerged to tell the awaiting press that he would not 
accept the post but would be appointed to a different 
position. 

On October 18, i976, Moscone submitted the nam 
of Jim Jones for a seat on the San Francisco Housing 
Authority, a $14 million a year agency that manages th 
city's low income housing units. When it appeared that 
city supervisors might not approve the appointment, 
Moscone enlisted the help of Assemblyman Willie Brown, 
who introduced legislation in Sacramento giving the 
mayor the power to appoint members of the Housing 
Authority without confirmation from the Board of 
Supervisors. Eventually, the supervisors did confirm 
Jones' appointment as well as that of Temple aide 
Carolyn Moore Layton, who also received a job with the 
Housing Authority. By January 24, 1977, Moscone had 
cleared the way for Jones to be elected Chairman of thé 
Housing Authority. As chairman of the city agency that 
controlled low income housing, Jones was in an 
excellent position to arrange for government-funded 


apartments for his congregation. The Peoples Temple 
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ce shifted its center from Mendocino County to 
Bencisco, where Jones saw to it that most of his 
y's $14 million budget benefitted his followers. 

| Throughout 1976, Mayor Moscone, D.A. Freitas, 
Hongisto and Assemblyman Willie Brown were 

een at Peoples Temple services where they were 

d as honored guests. On September 25, 1976, 
osted his own testimonial, twenty-dollar-a-plate 
at the Geary Street Temple in San Francisco. 

‘at the head table were Moscone, Brown, Freitas, 
mia Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally and State 
r Milton Marks. Also present were the full range 
itical activists from Eldridge Cleaver and Angela 
on the left to Walter Heady, chairman of the John 
society, on the right. Each took turns to praise 
rk of Jim Jones and to present their tributes, 

S and honors. Senator Marks presented Jones with 
que bearing a resolution commending the Peoples 

e that he had managed to get passed by the State 


Such was Jones' political power in San 


In September, 1976, Rosalyn Carter visited San 
isco to officially open the presidential campaign 
uarters of her husband, Jimmy Carter and his 

ng mate, Walter Mondale. Fearing a poor turn-out 
he ceremony, Mrs. Carter contacted Jim Jones, who 
ded six-hundred of the eight hundred who attended 
ally. Jones, who shared the speaker's podium, 
ved a roaring ovation from the crowd while Mrs. 
was received politely but coldly. He was 

ing off, as was his security staff who followed in 
svery footstep of Mrs. Carter's Secret Service 

rts as they secured the area for her public 


arance. 
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That evening, Jones met privately with Rosalyn 
Carter in the restaurant of the posh Stanford Hotel in 
the city's Nob Hill district. Presumably they 
discussed U.S. relations with Cuba. Ever Since his 
involvement in the Bay of Pigs invasion, Jones had a 
reputation with the CIA as an expert on Cuba. Days 
later, Mrs. Carter phoned Jones to thank him for his 
help and the two began an exchange of written 
correspondence that continued well into 1977. 

In the first week of October, less than a mont 
after his meeting with Rosalyn Carter, Jones traveled 
to Cuba for a meeting with Fidel Castro. Soon after he 
returned to San Francisco, he was debriefed by Walter 
Mondale. Mondale was on the campaign trail and not 
scheduled to visit San Francisco, but apparently his 
business with Jones was sufficiently important to 
interrupt his tour, for his chartered jet was diverted 
to the San Francisco Airport. Mondale never left the 
airport runway and few people realized he was even in 
the city. Jim Jones and Mayor George Moscone were 
invited to join him in the surveillance~free interior 
of his jet for a private meeting. Jones later reported 
they discussed "U.S. relations with Carribean 
countries," a deliberately vague reference to Cuba. 
Actually Mondale offered Jones an ambassadorship to 
Guyana, but later "complications" arose. As soon as 
Mondale left San Francisco, Jones began to make 
arrangements for another trip to Cuba where, in 
December of 1976, he once again met with Fidel Castro. 
There was definitely something transpiring between the 
new Carter administration and Castro's Cuba, and Jim 
Jones provided the conduit for the discussions. If 
true to form, Jones would not have been content to be 


just a messenger, but would have wanted to engineer 


2E MEMBER THE. PAST i | 
ARE CONDEMNED i 
[O REPEAT IT. 





The throne of Jim Jones surrounded by bodies of his followers. 
(11/21/78-jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 
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An early photo of Lisa Philip (R) and her sister Eva (L). 
(Circa 1920-Hamburg, Germany-Layton famliy album) 











ltra-modern house Hugo Philip had built for his family. 
1927-Hamburg, Germany-Layton family album) 
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Hugo and Anita Philip relax in the garden of their boarding house in the 
Italian Alps. 

(Circa 1938-Merano, Italy-Layton family album) 








Laurence Layton perfecting his molecular still at 
West Virginia University. 
(Circa 1939-Morgantown, WV-Layton family album) 


Lisa Philip on the campus of Penn State. 
(Circa 1941-University Park, PA-Layton family album) 
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late 1942-Rochester, NY-Layton 
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ence and Lisa Layton. Lisa is 
ant with their first child. 


à late 1942-Rochester, NY- 
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ayton family portrait. From left to right: Larry, Laurence, Deborah, Lisa, 


aa : Es a ; m, and Annalisa. 
P a a Sy ' Ss Ka Wine. > , rca 1963-Berkeley, CA-Layton family album) 
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Dr.Laurence Layton, the U.S. Army’s Chief of Chemical Warfare, posing on 
the Dugway Proving Grounds. 
(Circa late 1954-Dugway, UT-Layton family album) 
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Layton’s wedding to 
n Moore. 

1967-Davis, CA-Layton 
album) Larry Layton with his second wife Karen Tow. 


ting (Circa 1969-Redwood Valley, CA-Layton family album) 
Dr.Laurence Layton (R) acceptin 


the Distinguished Service Aw? 
from the Secretary of Agriculture. 
(Circa May 1963-Washington, O© 
Layton family album) 















Annalisa Layton’s wedding 
Ray Valentine with Dr.Layton 
the right. 
(Circa 1967-Berkeley, CA-Layp 
family album) 
















George ‘Phil’ Blakey 
preparing afternoon tea in 
Jonestown. This is probably 
the only extant photo of the 
Englishman who married 
Deborah Layton and whom 
Jim Jones put in charge of the 
advance team that pioneered 
Jonestown. 

(Circa early 1974-Jonestown, 
Guyana-Layton family album) 





Lisa Layton (R) poses with her daughter Deborah Layton 
Blakely (C) and her daughter-in-law Karen Tow Layton 
(L).This photo was among those the Layton family provided 
toThe New York Times for inclusion in their article entitled 
“The Layton Family’s Tragedy: From Hitler’s Germany to Jim 
Jones’ Commune.” 

(Circa 1975-Location Unknown-New York Times) 
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Larry Layton in custody after being charged with five counts of murder 
and three counts of attempted murder for his participation in the assault 
that killed Congressman Ryan. Despite the evidence and even a signed 
confession, Layton would be acquitted of all charges in Guyana. 
(11/22/78-Georgetown, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos) 





Dr. Laurence Layton posing for a promotional photo in the 
aftermath of the tragedy. With his sullen disinterested 
expression and the unopened Christmas present on his lap, 
it is intentionally difficult to view this man as one who spent 
most of his adult life devising new ways to kill people. 
(December 1978-Berkeley, CA-Layton family album) 








One of the earliest photos of jim Jon 
(Circa 1933-Lynn, IN-Reprinted from Ravel 





Young Jim Jones posing with a guitar. 
(Circa 1940-Lynn, IN-Reprinted from Rave ) 

























r Left) 

nes as the young street corner 
ler in Richmond. 

946-47-Richmond, IN-Reprinted from 
Note: the negative was flipped -- Jones 
his hair on the right) 














line Baldwin in her last portrait 
eshe married Jim Jones. At the time 
vas employed as a nurse at a 
ily-funded program. 

1949-Richmond, IN-Reprinted from 













Nes’ graduation picture in his high 
yearbook. The printed inscription 
“read, “Jim’s six syllable medical 
Mary astounds us all.” 


arly 1949-Richmond, IN-Reprinted 
earbook) 


















f jim Jones as he appeared on | 
_ assignment in South America, 
(Circa 1962-Location unknown- 
Temple file-Reprinted from The 
God) 








Bonnie Malmin’s farewell 
portrait to Jim Jones. 

(Circa 1962-Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil-Reprinted from The 
Broken God) 
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Temple strongman Jack Beam poses for a 
promotional photo. 
(Circa 1962-Location unknown-Peoples Temple file) 


(Lower left) 

Jim Jones holding Bonnie Malmin Burnham’s son 
Stephan. 

(Circa 1972-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- 
Reprinted from The Broken God) 


(Lower right) 
Bonnie Malmin Burnham’s wedding to Hank 
Theilmann just months before she was paid to join 
Congressman Ryan’s junket to Jonestown. 











Bonnie Theilmann dictates her story to professional writer Dean Merrill. 
(December 1978/January 1979-Warrenville, IL-Reprinted from The Broken God) 





The Jones family posing for a promotional Christmas photo in 
February. 
(February 1967-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file) 
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Commissaner, Grand Jiny foreman, present pres: 

dent of Legal Rights Poundatian, and 

e Christ-like leader of Peaples Temple, who supports 
the ci ol peace and soci) pustie. 

+ who adopted a black son and live other children ot 
different rares, 


e will be conducting his unique prophetic healing ~ 


message tu the publike. Minicubous hes 
growths, cnppling diseases 


eves in every Meeting 
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Peoples Temple literature. The “you are the key” appeal (below) 
was particularly effective in raising money. Most of the 
smiling children on the right died in Jonestown. The “slum 
child” on the left was played by Daphene Mills who would 

be assassinated in her Berkeley home in February 1980. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Literature originated in Redwood Valley, CA- 
Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from Peoples Temple- 


People’s Tomb) 
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PEOPLES TEMPILI IS A TOTALI Y INTEGRA TEN 
church near Ukiah, Galeton 


s which operates a drug rehabilitation centet, animal 
Iefuge, two college dormitories, imd senna cilizens! 


home, that sere ati tares aid creeds 


e Our healing ministiy in no wav oppises the work 
of medial screnee fo fact, due ter the msiwstence of 
our pasha, 82 people went to thier doctors, who 
found diseases whieh would have led to then early 

Thes went to doctors, wud through treal- 

ment they hive now completely recosered 


demise 
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on™ Come Hear id 
JIM JONES ~ 

In San Francisco 





Pastor Jim Jones: 
Pe ne en, 


+ PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER AND 
GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIAL — 


Currently an active teacher in Califorma system 


e HEALER OF CANCEROUS DISEASES, 
DOCTORS CALLED “INCURABLE” 


e PASTOR OF THE NATIONS LARGEST 
YOUTH INTERRACIAL RELIGIOUS 
MOVEMENT, WITH A 185 VOICE CHOIR, 
WILL BE HERE!! 


THIS MESSENGER OF GOD PROCLAIMS APOSTOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE OF EQUALITY AND 
PROVES HIS MESSAGE BY OIVINE SIGNS AND WONDERS 
DOUBTS WILL BE CAST OUT. CURIOSITY WILL ENLIGHTEN YOU. FAITH AND 


AQTICE BELIEF WILL SAVE You. 
COME AND HEAR JIM JONES’ DIVINE MESSAGE 


SATURDAY, JUNE 13 — 7:30 P.M. and SUNDAY, JUNE 14 ~ 11:00 A.M. 
PLACE: Benjamin Franklin Jr. High Auditorium 
(Corner Geary & Scott Sts.) 


FREE BANQUET atter Sunday services! 


Temple literature. A flyer announcing a service in San Francisco 
nd (over) a standard ‘Thank you’ note that accompanied the 
x-deductible receipt for contributions. 

{Circa early 1970’s-Literature originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples 
Temple file-Reprinted from Peoples Temple-People’s Tomb) 
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gives aid and assistance to kunireds 
of people each week. 
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mpleted Peoples Temple in 
d Valley - the only church in 
| built over a swimming pool? 
e sentry box checkpoint and the 2 
oss placed on the roof for 
onal photos. 

9-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples 
lle-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years 



































guard tower at the entrance to 
ples Temple in Redwood Valley. Note 
© armed guards, the 
Nisticated radio attenna and the rather 
oF attempt to disguise the structure as a 
for Jones’ pet monkey. 

"a early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA- 
P les Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from 
fears With God) 





















Each division of workers had their own uniform. Here a group from the 
“Welcoming Committee” pose in front of the Temple. Note that they 
are lined up by race; alternating Black and white. This ploy was often 
used to give the impression of an interracial denomination. 

(Circa early 1970s-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted 
from Six Years With God) 
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d of Temple security 
, Note the man on the 


early 1970’s-Redwood 
CA-People’s Temple file- 
Reprinted from Six Years 
God) 
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(Below and over) 

Promotional photos of Jim Jones at 
his pulpit in the Redwood Valley 
Temple. These were later sold as 
talismans. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA- 
Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted 
from Six Years With God) 
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(Following page) 
Jim Jones and his wife Marceline posing for their photographer: 
Note that in almost every photo of Jones, he is either wearing 2 
holding his prized aviator sunglasses. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Yea® 
With God) 








“Father,” as they called him, handing out a weekly allowance to Temple 
children. Typically, the collection plate would be passed among the 
children immediately afterwards. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted 
from Six Years With God) 


Rp 


A parishioner receiving an “annointed prayer cloth” from Reverend 


jo nes. r 1 
(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted 
fom Six Years With God) 




















Parishioners splashing about 
in the Temple’s indoor 
swimming pool. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood 
Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- 
Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years 
With God) 


With help from an assistant, 
Jones “baptizes” a convert in 
the swimming pool. 

(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood 
Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- 
Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years 
With God) 



















aith healing service, a 
n aide ‘‘cures’’ a 


a that the patient 
er it was shoved 


nes was quick to 
or the “miracle.” 

1970’s-San Francisco, 
Temple file-Al Mills 
om Six Years With God) 


oor pass issued to Temple 
ly guards. The typographical 
rity in the underlining was a 
rate error to verify the card’s 
Aticity. 

early 1970’s-Material originated in 
Od Valley, CA-Credit as above) 








PEOPLES TEMPLE DOOR PASS 


Internal Security. No Door 
check necessary. Thank you. 





RELEASE ae as? 2 oe 


Ie » HEREBY AGALE AND CONSENT TO THE 

USE OF MY NAME IN RADIO BROADCASTS AND VW tHCR CUMMUNICATION SPONSGREL 
OR OTHERWISE INF UENCED BY PEOPLE'S TEMFLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH Sh JIM 
JONES, ITS FASTOR, FOR wHATEVER Pun L AIE CHURCH GR FASTOR SEE 
FIT, I FUATHER AGREE ANE CONSENT TU HAVE MY TALENTS Áli FE nf UnMANCE. 
(WHETHER MUSICAL, TESTIMONIAL GH wHATEVER) RKEPROLUCEG AND USED IN 
SUCH RADIO AND OTHER COMMUNICATION. AS SALE CHinCH UR FAZTOR SEES 
FIT, I EXPECT NO REMUNTRATIGN WHATSOEVER FOR SUUN REPROULUCTICNS. 

I SIGN THIS FREELY AND WITHULT DUKESS AND BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN THE 


HUMAN SERVICE wORK OF PEOPLE'S TEMPLE CHRISTIAN CHUACH. 
] erie aae E 2y ewe t 
, P 










SIGNED 
ALDRESS $ == 
Clty, $ Cit! “fae i E E N, 
CO -e E 
GCCUFATION 

WL TEs 
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The Temple’s standard release form giving them permission to use the 
name of the healed person in promotional material. This particular 
convert from the Peace Mission in Philadelphia “was cured of cancer 
during a San Francisco meeting.” 
(8/25/73-Form originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills- 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 





Jones with children of his California followers on one of their 
cross-country bus tours. 
(Circa summer of 1976-believed to be Chicago, IL-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills- 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 









Woman who wrote this note to Jones 
arently equated being late for a 
iple meeting with the threat of 
closure on her home. 


#@ €arly 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA-Credit 














-Washington, DC-Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six 


t making headlines for picking up litter from the ground. 
gust 1973 
With God) 
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‘Temple contingency poses on the front lawn of the Capitol building 
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A pinic meal about to be served in the Temple’s parking lot. In the background are some of the 
Temple buses that carried parishoners to services in San Francisco and Los Angeles as well as on 
vacation 

(Circa early 1970s-Redwood Valley, CA-People’s Temple File-Reprinted from Six Years with God) 
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(This and following page) l 
Plays such as these were often performed 
during Temple services. Jim jones used b 
technique to reinforce his prediction that ali 
Black people in America are going to be putin 
concentration camps or be hung - except for 
those who stay with me. | will protect you "a 
the time comes.” He added that the “impoten 
sky god” would not. les 
(Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, A ) 
Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years 

God) 
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Parishioners, organized by sex and race, march into a Temple service. 
(Circa 1975-San Francisco, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years With 
God) 











The abandoned Redwood Valley temple, one day after the massacre © 
Jonestown. 
(11/19/78-Redwood Valley, CA-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos-SM/str) 











is photograph of the “Father” blessing Temple children was reproduced 
d sold as Jones’ “Shekinah Glory” due to the “divine aura of love” 

tting from his heart. Actually the negative was altered during developing. 
ithe eleven children pictured, eight died in Jonestown, one was 
iassinated later, one is missing and only one is known to have survived 
lephen Burnham, the blond in the foreground). 

€a spring of 1972-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Miils-Reprinted 

m Six Years With God) 
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The cover of a typical identification envelope which contained a 
complete dossier on each member of the Temple. Note the section 
entitled “Documents Signed.” 
(5/3/75-Forms originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Reprinted 
from Six Years With God) 


(Opposite) ; i 
One of several such reports on file at the Temple. This “V” (visit) by™ 
Temple intelligence agents was to inventory a subject’s “garb” (84™ 
set out in the street for pick-up). The notation “indirect” indicates 
the information was gathered without the subject’s knowledge- 
(3/4/72-Reports originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple ® 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 
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raguoers hesaeeeined milk : Fe 






DeD mae juice =s 
S aat er i 

7 Banquet friqmm‘epef sies. „7 Š 
Ae > 


Damant berry peppers xo 


odorant “¢ 
L t spray ` 
A sales slip from Eeeseeseeenees Sets 


dated 
Empty jar of Best Foods real mayonnaise. 
Quaker oatmeal Pets 


Crisco fegetable shortening. > 

Imperial margarinex « 

sales slip from Star Super Mkt on S. Elm 
St $4.89 - pd. $16.00 and change of $11.14 
dated 3-1-72 — + 


E7 eoho CA a ps ier 


pym 
Revelation to PJ (71/22/72 
-has 2 childs left~at home ages 10 & 8, but has 
raised 6 childs all together 
-has a set of twins (fixt first she sd 20 yrs old, 
then sd 20% yrs)/has 1 boy 19 yrs old who plays 


come to RV to go to college there 

-irs Reda was born Little Rock Arkansas 

-on her blue coat she has pockets on each side/ 
they are white buttons with gold buttons under- 
neath the white part 

-she had on black slippers/they fit closely to her 
feet 


-Revelation to SĘ T)12/5/71 (Lemm Rammer ) 

-has been here 20\some years/both him & his wife 
from Little rock, they have 9 childs (contra- 
diction from T to PJ 4/727???) but they may 


-all of their childs are grown except the 2 boys 
age 8 & 9 yrs who are here today 

~mxki they have 6 boys, & 3 girls, 2 girls are twins 

~one twin lives in Berkeley (Mr & Mrs Cisupm& /they 
will be here today/she is 4 mos preg. /xxuk 
with first child 














the piano for church/‘irs Rei wants him to 
if 
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-Megeie lives in Louisiana and has © cnilds ,j are 
small yet. 
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Typical of the information contained in a member’s 
dossier was this “C” (call) made by PC (Patty 
Cartmell). The intelligence gathered on S.S. (name 
withheld) was sufficient for Jones to convince the 
women that she had cancer and that he could cure 
her. The notation, “Used passed cancer” is in Jones’ 
handwriting. 

(6/21/73-Reports originated in Redwood Valley, CA- 
Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six Years With God) 
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xMatizvinn ee also speaking/«emmm a /think 
Pam aunt is~Mrs. S. daughter 

-(basis of C giving away pupies--Mrs. Seam wants ea dog 
Melvina says/ 





In this call, CRL (Carol Layton) offers the subject 
a puppy from the Temple’s animal shelter. The 
notation, “Care Today Recent” warned Jones to 
wait a while before healing the subject so as not 
to draw suspicion to the call. 

(6/21/73-Reports originated in Redwood Valley, CA- 
Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six Years With 
God) 








ATLANTIC OCEAN 







Georgetown 










The country of Guyana if Jonestown had failed to secure the disputed North E 
territory and had Surinam followed Venezuela’s lead and also occupied Guya™ 
territory they long since claimed was theirs. In all probability, either Venezue 3 
Surinam would also have claimed the narrow (thirty-mile wide) strip of jungle a 
uninhabited interior. Guyana could have been reduced to just the 
Georgetown had it not been for Jonestown. 

(lHlustration by Michael Meiers) 


€o Ryan during his one week self-internmentin Folson Prison to study 
ie prison reform movement from the inside out. 
(February 1970-Folson, CA-AP/Wide World Photos) 








Congressman Ryan (C) surveying a seal kill in Newfoundland. Ryan’s 
objection to the indiscriminate slaughter of baby seals had earned him 
the ‘Man of the Year’ Award from the International Wildlife 
Foundation. 

(3/12/78-St. Anthony, Newfoundland-AP/Wide World Photos) 
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\ssociated Press photographer Sammy Houston with portraits of his son 
Bob and grandchildren Judy and Patricia. After Bob’s mysterious death, 
‘ammy enlisted the help of Leo Ryan to rescue his grandchildren from 
Jonestown. 

(Circa early 1978-San Bruno, CA-San Francisco Examiner) 








Bob Houston and his wife Joyce Shaw Houston with some of the 
twenty-four Temple foster children placed in their care. 
(Circa early 1976-San Francisco, CA) 










setch Stoen, wife of Tim Stoen and mother of 
es’ son John-John. 


8-San Francisco, CA-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos- 
on) 









Jl attorney Tim Stoen caught off guard by a 
ter in front of the Geary Street Temple. 


1 1976-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Examiner- 
1 Calson) 









TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


I, Timothy Oliver Stoen, hereby acknowledge that in April 
1971, I entreated my beloved pastor, James W. Jones, to ` 
sire a child by my wife, Grace Lucy (Grech) Stoen, who had 
previously, at my insistence, reluctantly but graciously con- 
sented thereto. James W. Jones agreed to do so, reluctantly 
after I explained that I very much wished to raise a child, ' 
but was unable, after extensive attempts, to sire one myself 
My reason for requesting Janes W. Jones to do this is that I 
wanted my child to be fathered, if not by me, by the most 
compassionate, honest, and courageous human being the world 


contains. 








The child, John Victor Stoen, was born on January 25, 1972, 

I am privileged beyond words to have the responsibility for 
caring for him, and I undertake this task humbly with the 
steadfast hope that said child will become a devoted follower 
of Jesus Christ and be instrumental in bringing God's kingdom 
here on earth, as has been his wonderful natural father, 


I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct. 
oP 2 : 


Timoth/ Oliver Stoen 
Post,Office Box 126 
Ukiah, California 95482 


Dated: February 6, 1972 


Witnessed: Men EA W r rT- 
\ 3 | 


The affadavit signed by Tim Stoen acknowledging Jim Jones as the true 


father of the Stoen’s son John-John. 
(2/6/72-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file) 





(Opposite) 
Congressman Leo Ryan (during a news conference) discu 


allegations that members of Congress were responsible for sec 
“leaks” regarding the activities of the Central Intelligence Agenc 


(1/16/76-Washington, DC-AP/Wide World Photos) 
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’s casket from a plane to a hearse a 


A military honor guard carrying Leo Ryan 


s aide Joe Holsinger, his ex-wife 


International Airport. In the background are the Congressman’, 


Margaret Ryan Wiliiams and daughter Patricia Ryan. 


(11/21/78-San Bruno, CA-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos-jh/str/fl) 
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A service in the San Francisco Temple. Note Jim Jones on th 
the armed security guard on the far right. 
(Circa 1975-San Francisco, CA-Peoples Temple file) 


Mayor Moscone in the office in which he would be assassinated, 
reading a document under the watchful eyes of an interracial group- 
Note Jim Jones in the back row (wearing sunglasses). 

(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA) 





Mayor Moscone shaking hands with his 
foremost supporter and appointee Jim 
Jones. The lives of these two men in San 
Francisco were so closely intertwined that 
the massacre in Jonestown and the 
assassination of Moscone less than nine 
days later can only be viewed as the same 
story. 

(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco 
Examiner) 
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Rosalyn Carter campaigning in San 
Francisco for her husband Jimmy Carter 
and his running mate Walter Mondale. At 
the far right is Jim Jones who had been 
sitting next to Mrs. Carter before she rose 
to address the rally. 

(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA) 


Jim Jones and Rosalyn Carter (C) leaving ~ 
the restaurant of a prestigious San 
Francisco hotel after their private dinner 
meeting. 

(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA) 





California Governor Jerry Brown (L) and Jim Jones. Note the altercation 
in the background. Two of Jones’ aides are threatening Brown’s 
bodyguards -- and note the amateurish attempt to alter the negative 
(retouched around the tie) in order to hide the fight. 

(Circa 1976-Northern California-Peoples Temple file-Photographer believed to 
be Al Mills) 



















visor Harvey Milk during his 
Ng-in-ceremonies on the steps of 
fall, Mayor Moscone is in the 
round. 


1977-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco 
cle-Efren Ramirez) 













A Rights Bill into law with Harvey Milk 
King on, 


Ca 1978-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco 
Onicle-Efren Ramirez) 








for Moscone signing the San Francisco & à 


Dianne Feinstein soon after she was appointed acting mayor. 
(11/29/78-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Chronicle) 























n Francisco Supervisor Dan White; the image of a clean-cut, all- 
erican boy; the reality of a political assassin. 
circa early 1978-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Chronicle-Jerry Telfer) 
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A oF 
The fast food restaurant Dan White opened with Dianne Feinstein 5 
closed for a few days after the assassination. 
(11/29/78-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Examiner) 














| preparing to fill plastic 
ing cups with wine during a 
sal of the White Night. 

a 1976-Redwood Valley, CA- 
€s Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted 
Six Years With God) 







Jones filling vials of “holy 
water’’ for sale to his 
congregation. 
(Circa 1976-Redwood Valley, CA- 
Credit as above) 
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Jim Jones and a group of his somewhat lethargic followers aa 
demonstrating on behalf of the “Fresno Four,” newsmen jail 


failing to disclose their confidential sources. 
(September 1976-Fresno, CA-AP/Wide World Photos) 







































SPECIAL JETTR TO GO OUT - EVERYONE MUST WRITE!!! 





write a short letter thanking Vice-President Rockefeller 
for giving such a superb speech. Our Pastor, Jim Jones, 
thinks so very much of you (respects you, etc.) and 
appreciated all that you said at the Religion in American 


Life dinner the other night. Some say that Pastor Jones told 
you about his great speech. 
You can also say things like: 


I think you are a great vice-president 


I wish you the best of success 


All of our members at Peoples Temple Christian 
Church think the world of you 


We need great leaders like you in these times 


‘Pastor Jones has always taught us to appreciate 
and respect our governmental leaders, and has 
praised you often for your concern for people, etc. 


It is important to see leaders in government taking an 
interest in (and honoring) our nation's religious 
leaders. 


We’ve looked to you often for wisdom and guidance 
and have found you to be a tremendous inspiration 


- Y want you to know that whoever Pastor Jim Jones 
respects, I respect. And he thinks the world of 
you. You have done so much for the country, and 
for the office of the Vice-President 


You have shown courage and wisdom in so many issues, etc. 


Do not seal your letter. Please have it done by tomorrow night's 
meeting. It can be short. Put it in a stamped envelope, and address it 
to: 


Yice-President Nelson Rockefeller 
Washington, D. C. 


Put your return address on the letter. Use a previous address if you 
Wish. 


Some can use a variation on this address - Say Vice-President 
Rockefeller, or Nelson A. Rockefeller. Some can put on his 
address Office of the Vice-President, or Vice-President of the 
United States. S#MMXHENXHEKXXKEX 





Bn order from Jim Jones instructing his followers to write ‘thank you’ letters to 
ice President Nelson Rockefeller. The variations were intended to give 
Rockefeller the impression that this was the spontaneous reaction oi 
undreds and not the manipulation of one. 

(Circa 1975/76-Instructions originating in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 
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The “Humanitarian Award” that the Temple bestowed upon politicians 
and civic leaders in the United States who knowingly or unknowingly 
supported Jones’ project. The seal is a map of Guyana. 

(Circa 1976-Form originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 





(Above)Attorney Bob Wallach (C) introducing Jim Jones to consumer 
advocate Ralph Nader at a cocktail party. 

(Below)Marceline Jones shaking hands with California Lt. Gov. Mervyn 
Dymally. Dymally was a staunch supporter of Jim Jones, often attended 
Temple services, and even visited Jonestown on two separate occasions. 
(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA-Peopies Temple file-Reprinted from Six Years 
With God) 
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(Above)Reverend Gerald McHarg, an executive of the Disciples of 
Christ, addressing a testimonial dinner held in honor of Jim Jones. 

Guests at the Head table included San Francisco D.A. Joseph Freitas and 
California Assemblyman Willie Brown. 

(Below) California Senator Milton Marks taking the podium at the same 
testimonial dinner to praise Jim Jones and the work of the Peoples 
Temple. 

(September 1976-San Francisco, CA-Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six 
Years With God) 








Jim Jones often sent a contingent of followers to attend services at 
the Black Muslim’s church a few doors down Geary Street from 
the San Francisco Peoples Temple. 

(Circa early 1976-San Francisco, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills- 
Reprinted from Six Years With God) 





Jim Jones addressing an audience of 20,000 who attended the 
Muslim’s Spiritual Jubilee held in the Los Angeles Convention 
Center. His was the only white face on the stage. 

(May 1976-Los Angeles, CA-Peoples Temple file) 



















jim Jones with Dennis Ba 
the leader of the America 
Movement (AIM) at the Peop| 

Temple. Jones tried to call 
Banks’confidence by helping wai 
with legal problems stemming fro ; 
the Wounded Knee India 
Uprising. 7 
(Circa 1976-San Francisco, CA-Peonle. 
Temple file) yg 


nks (C) 
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Jim Jones hosting a karate demonstration in the Peoples Temple. To his 
left is Grenada’s Prime Minister Eric Gairy and California Lt. Gov. 
Mervyn Dymally. 

(May 1977-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Chronicle-Susan Ehmer) 
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Jim Jones entertaining Claude 
Worrell, Guyana’s honorary consul 
in the United States, at the Peoples 
Temple in Los Angeles. 

(Circa 1976-Los Angeles, CA-Peoples 
Temple file) 












ing a visit to Jonestown in 1975, 
Jones stops to pose for his 
Dtographer Al Mills for 
paganda photos like this one 
ficting the “humanitarian” 
jing a puppy from his project’s 
ntiful harvest. 

e December 1975-Jonestown, 
ana-Peoples Temple file-Al Milis- = 
finted from Six Years With God) 
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Statement 


Of 
Support 


We epplaud Peoples Temple for taking the imtiative 
to call for a thorough police investigation of the alleged 
break-in at the office of a local magazine 

We are familiar with the work of Reverend Jones 
and Peoples Temple and have no hasitancy in com- 
mending them for ther example in setting a high 
Ftandard of ethics and morality in the community and 
aso for providing enormous material assistance to 
poor, minority and disadvantaged people in every area 
of human need. 


Wile, Brown Assemblyman 

Rev Norman Leach San Francisco Cuune:! of Churches 

Teci Willams, Gide Memorial Mes ount Church 

dane Fonda, actress’activest 

You Wada. University of Caloris bs aid of Regens 

John Mabe Delancey Steet f snu. 

Julia Mare, radio commenta: 

E Robert Wallach, attorney piulesut ol law 

Rew De John ¥ Movie 

Will Battie, President, Offacers o Just te 

Mty Franklin (Joan) Brann 

Alev Witham P Crancey. Jr 

Rev J Alfred Smith, Allen Teepe Bapist Cnuren 

Enola Maxwell President Puric Nenjnvor nog Asso 

Paul Avery. author nvestige’ ve A 

Mm» Sibert, Ds of Crrmory | njy 

Sev Lynn Houges 'u 
Ecumen a! Cour 

Vincent Hailinan 
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Howard Wallace, Gay Acuon 

Buhop Karl vin, Prenger No 

Tom Hayden 

Jos Hail President San Francesco NAACP 

Mervyn Dymally Li Gover t Cantoria 

Res Gereld McHarg Regional Posto $u Cat Du of Chan 

Rev Dr AC Ubaide J Bemony Uniad Method4t Church. 
SF Mousing Comm 

Albert Kahn. author 

Sylvester Herring, San F'anciu. Hu 

Dave Jenkins, | L WU 

Jack Weniraub. Local 86 IBT 

Rita Semel, Conterence on Face Ret 


CC Dw at Chust 


Siae 


an Anis Commission 


n & Sal Concerns 


Ray Yeeger Co ordinator l'e. Fam) Communications Comm 

Mike Favchiid. Exec Duet Sun Faatesto Educational 
Services 

Or Nethan Hare, Clinical Psychos ous: 

Marvey Milk 


Paul iscobs, author. pournehst 

Terrence Kayo Matlinan attorney 

Francia Mull, Atrican- American His wat Suciely 

Steve Kahn, Community Action Co o:dinetor 

Connie Wiliams, Connie's Aenau ani 

Rev Glenda Hope, Ovrectur. Geuvsis Chuicn & Ecumeni al Ci- 
Patricia Tumson, aus 

Mrs Chartes R Garry 

Dave Wautaker, Haight Fillmore Comunity Research Achon 
Claude Wynne. Gay Action 

Charles Briody. Bay Area Ecum Cy 
Ceasar Smith, Street Peopies Com 
Margie Baker San Francisco Unibied schoo! Ustect 
Gica Davi teacher 

Auth Kadısh. San Francio Aiport Conmimiypon 
Yman Malhan Prepgeni Feed rhe ties 

Irma Tuominen, World Peace Coui» + 
Thomas Fleming, Editor) Ci of S 
Art Agnos, Agtemblyman 

Grandvei Jackson Ist V P NAACP 
Denni Banks 

Gil Graham. lawyer 

Yvonne Golden, Pracipal, Opportunity 1 ign Schal 
Joan Byrnes, San Francisco Houwna Cuaunoson 
Monte Cardwell, San Francisco Coutm tu" Churines 
Jet! Mori, Japanese Comm Youn Cuun 

Michael Oavidow, author 

Kevin Barnes, Education for the Handi oped 
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Sue Barman, Sen Francisco Planning Camnmiiuo 

Rev Melvin Suddereih, Trinity Unie! Methodisi Chunk 

Jonn Parman Brown, Erec Ovec No Cal Ecuni Couml 

Jos Johnnon, tormer Deputy Mayor of San lanti so 

Kemy Cavallari. Chile Qemocraney 

Parries Hailinan 

Mary Rodgers. San Fiancico Housing Auingniy 

Charlene G'ogan-Besiie attorney 

Alice S Hamburg Women fo: Peace 

Geraicine Johnson P-ey Nu Cal Luston ul piach 
Trade Union 

Jonn tassen, No Cast Ow vt UN aswe of USA 

Tony Kurov 

Phil Martin atiorney 

Me & Mey Fred Hirsch 

Rew + Austell Hall SF Police Commi 

Arche Brown, IL WU ket? 

Ken Orduna, Special Asst 10 Lr Guweiny' 

Monngnor James Flynn, St Peters Church 

Rev Walter Grumm, $F Counc: of Churches Board uf Onec 

Jean S Melhor, President Norin of Muinet Senior Orgamtation 

Oliver Newson. North of Market Seriu! Urganizatidn 

Dawid Fithiow, Exec Over No fait ACLU 

Auth Jacobs, stiorney 

Jaħn Garb 

Syivia Yee, Chinese Friendshie Ann 

Percy Sisele, Bay Area UrLun League Ovecior 

Michael Shew, Prodent. SF U-ben League 

Rav Joe Mane 

Mehian Hermon. Duecior Youth tur Services 

Father Eugens Bovis 

ChertesR Garry 

Or A. Hunter. West Side Louye MenuD-utgton Center 

Bill Maher: Board of Education 

Newton Huon, Reigion in Amerwan Lite 

Rew Denni Savege. 1st Cheanan Chu-ch, Whiter Ca 

Rew ivan Geil. SECC Board of Ovecturs 

Bill McCarthy, Unity Foundation 

Aa. Dennis Short, Chagiain Chapman College 


[Note. Because of space finuanons and our press 

deadi:ne, the list of supporters 18 by nO Means exaust- 
live The organizations listed above are for wtentifica- 
tron purposes only.“ / 





When Jim Jones was accused of burglarizing the office of New West Magazine in an 
attempt to stop their planned expose of the Peoples Temple, he published this list of 
respected people whom he claimed were among his supporters. He then promptly left all 
of them in California and moved permanently to Guyana. 
(Circa June 1977-Literature originated in Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file) 
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Jim Jones holding two of the several dozen monkeys he sold door-to 
-door to finance the first Peoples Temple. 
(December 1953-Indianapolis, IN-indianapolis Star) 


(Over) M 
Dr.Laurence Layton preparing to dissect a live monkey !" 
Berkeley laboratory. 

(Circa 1963-Berkeley, CA-Layton family album) 

of the 


Jim Jones, his wife Marceline, adopted son Lew and two cod 
e 


dogs housed in the Temple’s animal shelter enjoying th 
waters of a California stream. 
(Circa August 1966-near Redwood Valley, CA-Jones family album) 





Jim Jones kissing “Mr.Muggs” soon after the Temple acquired the 
chimpanzee mascot from an unidentified medical research laboratory 
in California. Mr.Muggs (named after J.Fred Muggs - a popular guest on 
television talk shows) was treated better than many of the Temple’s 
Black parishioners. 

(Circa 1973-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from 
Six Years With God) 














he reprint of a color photograph contained in an album discovered in Jones’ 
‘abin after the massacre. Jones is posing with a dog that was first falsely 
identified as pulling a cart. Several years later, based upon closer observation 
ind cross-referenced data, it was determined that the “cart” was actually the 
Wheelchair for three-legged dogs that Jones boasted to have invented. This 
Would not be the first time that he amputated an animal’s leg for a publicity 
Stunt. 

{Circa early 1970’s-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file- UP1/Bettman Newphotos) 









Temple aide Joyce Touchette attending to Mr.Muggs in Jonestown. The chimpanzee had 
been shipped from San Francisco to Guyana with the early pioneers who settled 
Jonestown in 1974. Mr.Muggs was killed in his cage during the massacre - injected with a 
lethal dosage of cyanide. He died along with the rest of the caged ‘monkeys’ in the 


experiment. 
(Circa 1976-Jonestown, Guyana-Peoples Temple file) 
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One of the tame tropical birds in Jonestown standing as a sentinel over the bodies in the background. 
For some unstated reason the Temple’s collection of exotic birds was spared in the massacre. 
(11/21/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner-AP/Wide World Photos-fls) 








The first shipment of machinery and supplies sent from California to 
Jonestown. Crated in Redwood Valley, the cargo was trucked to Miami, 
Florida and loaded on a ship bound for Guyana. Note the army surplus truck 
(L). The U.S. government provided most of the heavy equipment for the 
project. 

(Circa early 1974-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six 
Years With God) 


(Over) 

Jim Jones visiting the early settlers of Jonestown. Top row (L to R) Mike 
Touchette, undentified, Jim Jones, and six unidentified pioneers. 
Bottom row (L to R) unidentified, Gene Chaiken, Michelle Touchette, 
Paula Adams, unidentified, Al Touchette, Charlie Touchette, and Chris 
Lewis. 

(1974-Jonestown’ Guyana-Peoples Temple file) 


Jim Jones during that same visit to the early stages of Jonestown posing 
with some of his pioneers. 
{Circa 1974-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos) 
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The country of Guyana as it appears on current maps. Note the location 
of the capital city Georgetown on the coast and Jonestown in the dispute 
Northwest territory. It was not by chance that Jonestown was situated precisely | 
the center of the manganeses deposits. The U.S. mines in Port Kaituma an 
Matthews ridge were closing and not defendable against the Venezuelans whi 
were threatening to invade the mineral rich area. Guyana may well have lost a maj s 
national resource had it not been for the neutralizing effect of a thousant 
Americans living in Jonestown. 
(Illustration by Michael! Meiers) 








Congressman Leo Ryan shown in this 1977 wire service file photo. 
(Circa 1977-Washington, DC-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos-SM) 
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The residential section of Jonestown, In the foreground are some of the cabins for the general 
congregation. In the background are the five large dormitories for the elderly. The building 
furthest from the camera is the East House used as the guest house for visiting dignitaries. 
(11/25/78-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 
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The Temple’s seafaring trawler, the Cudjo, docked in Port Kaituma. 
(Circa 1976/77-Port Kaituma, Guyana-Peoples Temple file) 


(Facing Page) 

A layout of Jonestown based on aerial photographs and eyewitness 
descriptions. The main street divided the town with Jones, his guards and the 
support facilities on one side and the subjects of the experiment on the other. 


(Illustration by Michael Meiers) 





An aerial photograph of Jonestown taken one year after the massacre. The pavilion is in the 
foreground in front of the small medical tent and the long narrow school hause. Across the road is (R 
to L): a glimpse of the main office roof, the kitchen and barns for storing farm machinery. 
(11/15/79-Jonestown, Guyana-UP!/Bettman Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 
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This article in a Peoples Temple publication introduced Larry 
Schact to the congregation. Allegedly, jim Jones had cured Larry 
of his drug addiction and his homosexuality. Actually, Larry was 
one of Jones’favorite male lovers and after the Temple put Larry 
through medical school in Mexico, Dr.Schact was put in charge of 
Preparing the behaviour modification drugs as well as the 
ultimate drug that killed most of the 900 victims in Jonestown. 
(Circa 1974-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six 
Years With God) 
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Jonestown, two days after the massacre. Note the large quantity of drugs and medical supplies in the 
foreground and on the table (R). The large plastic drum (R) contained the cyanide that arrived in 
Jonestown just a few days before the White Night. 

(11/20/78-Jonestown, Guyana-AP/Wide World Photos-Frank Johnston of the Washington Post) 





























The throne of Jim Jones one year after the massacre. The floor boards of 
his stage (rear) had since been removed and burned under the pretext 
that “they were stained with blood.” Were there ulterior motives? 
(11/15/79-Jonestown, Guyana-UP!/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 









cN G- OL ee ee 
The reporters who accompanied Congressman Ryan to 
Guyana. (L to R): Tim Reiterman, Don Harris, Gordon 
Lindsay, Bob Brown, Steve Sung, Bob Flick, Ron Javers, and 
Greg Robinson. 

(11/17/88-Port Kaituma airstrip, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner- 
Greg Robinson) 
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Backed by his bodyguards, Jim Jones tells the reporters that they cannot 
stay the night in Jonestown. 
(11/17/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner-Greg Robinson) 















Jim Jones just before Saturday’s press conference. The 
woman on the far right is Patty Cartmell; the Temple’s 
director of intelligence. 

(11/17/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner) 





Jim Jones (back to camera) being interviewed by reporters for the last 
time. 
(11/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner-Greg Robinson) 
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> AG 
jim Jones conferring with the Parks family over their decision to leave with 
Congressman Ryan’s party. 

111/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner) 
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Alvin Simon (L) and Bonnie Simon (C) fighting over custody of theirson 
Alvin Jr. just before Congressman Ryan’s party left Jonestown. 
(11/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-NBC News) 








Jim Jones holding a last minute conference in the center of the children 
while some of the residents watch nervously. 
(11/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-AP/Wide World Photos-San Francisco Examiner-Greg Robinson) 
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Reporters, Concerned Relatives anid so-called Temple defectors 


boarding the truck for the ill-fated trip to Port Kaituma. 
(11/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner-Greg Robinson) 
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View trom the back of the dumptruck leaving Jonestown. 
(11/18/78-Jonestown, Guyana-San Francisco Examiner-Greg Robinson) 








The last known photograph of Congressman Leo Ryan taken in 
the passenger shed at the airstrip. He is noticeably shaken, 
splattered with Don Sly’s blood, but unharmed. Moments later 


he would be assassinated. 
(11/18/78-Port Kaituma airstrip-AP/Wide World Photos-Greg Robinson 


of the San Francisco Examiner) 





(SM3N DEN JO UMOIG GOg-SOIOYd PHOM ƏPIM/dV-dse ewnjiey 1404-B//8L/LL) 
“Palp sem əy a10;0q 
spuordas umoig q0g Aq paydesSojoyd uewuns pəypuəpjun ue pue 13214-103324) s,ajdway ayy 















Port Kaituma 
Airstrip 


15 Miles To Jonestown — ati 








Large Yellow 
Military Plane 


Temple 
Dumptruck 












-am a m a m es ewe ee ie ee es es M n 


Tent With Four To 
Six Armed Soldiers 
To Guard The Plane ° 









7 One Dozen Or More 
Temple Guards 







Small Cessna With ẹ @ 
Pilot And About Five @ 
Temple Defectors 


150 Miles To Georgetown 








Temple Farm Tractor/ 
High-Sided Trailer 


Six Temple Gunmen 
And The Direction 
Of Their Fire 


Dick Dwyer And The 


Unidentified Policeman ~~ Guyana Airways Otter 


e 
One To Two Dozen 
Local Bystanders 


Corrugated Metal 
Passenger Shed 


A diagram of the assault at the Port Kaituma airstrip in which Congressman 
Ryan and four others were murdered. 
(Illustration by Michael Meiers) 
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An aerial view of the carnage surrounding the pavilion. Note the back of Jones’ throne under the peak 
of the roof. 
(11/20/78-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettman Newsphotos) 
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An unidentified member of the recovery team wearing a gas mask surveys the bodies in the neat 


orderly piles in which they were found. 
(11/21/78-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Sintay and Frank Johnston) 
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JimJones’ cabin had been looted during or shortly after the massacre in Jonestown. 
'11/26/78-Jonestown, Guyana-AP/Wide World Photos-Val Mazzenga) 
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According to U.S. military reports, Jonestown was looted by the local natives pictured here allegedly 
removing household items from the community. 
(11/25/78-near Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 
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: 
Mike Prokes (L) and Tim Carter (R) in the custody of the GDF after they failed to escape Port Kaituma. 


Though Carter was said to have been one of the assassins at the airstrip, he was never charged. Both 
were later released. 


(11/21/78-Port Kaituma, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Sintay and Frank Johnston) 








Charles Biekman (in the print shirt) embracing his son outside the 
Magistrate’s Court after refusing to answer allegations that he killed 
Sharon Amos and her children. Biekman, a former U.S. Marine, was 
later released. 

(12/4/78-Georgetown, Guyana-UPt/Bettmann Newsphotos) 
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Elmer and Deanna Mertle (aka Al and Jeannie Mills) and their children. 
(Circa 1973-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Bob Houston-Reprinted 
from Six Years With God) 










ES TEMPLE of the Disciples of Christ 


PLO. Box 214, Redwood Valley CA 95470 Phone: (707) 485-7219 


James W. Jones, Pastor 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


This letter shall introduce Elmer J. Mertle and 
Deanna M. Mertle who, together with or separate from Donald 
Beck, are representatives of the Peoples Temple of the 
Disciples of Christ, a member of the denomination of the 
Disciples of Christ, Christian Churches. As representatives 
of this church those persons are authorized, commissioned 
and delegated as missionaries for the purpose of locating 
and investigating a permanent missionary location to be 
developed and supported by this church. 


It is our wish that all persons who receive this 
letter aid and assist them in their journey, understanding 
that their purposes are charitable and humanitarian, and 
that their goal is to create a facility that will educate, 
Care for, and relieve the suffering of many persons. 


Respectfully yours, 


F } f | 
Hintta Ô Hiu 


TIMOTHY O. STOEN 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Peoples Temple of the Disciples 
of Christ 


An open letter of introduction written by Tim Stoen on behalf of the 
Mertles. 

(Circa 1973-Redwood Valley, CA-Peoples Temple file-Reprinted from Six Years 
With God) 






































Dear Cousin, 


I think I should inform you that your latest 
course of action is the unwisest of all. I 
know everything that D. Conn boasts of ahving. 
Don't you know what kind of fool h. is making 
out of you? The public will never forgive 
people who are like unthinking robots when 
they are in fact devious liars. Imagine not 
giving you credit for holding any political 
beliefs. You should know that one hundred 
willbs staying beck. This man can do nothing 
without your assistance and litigation will 
begin. I am not talking about just the poten- 
tial of litigation. I am talkingabout a 
decision to litigate all the way for sure. So 
notify all your friends. You know the legal 
dangers of lying to the Treasury officials and 
thespolice don't your 





(This page and over) 

Two of the many threatening letters that the Merties (Millses) received 
for criticizing the Peoples Temple. The line “you should know that one 
hundred will be staying back” is a reference to Jones’ one hundred 
“Angels” -- the supposed “death squad.” Soon after publishing their 
story and over a year after the massacre, the Millses were murdered, 
execution style. 

(Circa 1977-Berkeley, CA-Reprinted from Six Years With God) 













You know, if any of your lies ever surface, it's 
going to be kind of refreshing. You make false 
accusations of brutality., How would you like to 
hear all about yourself? The brutal acts you have 
“qdone.“hat went on in your homes, Liz under 
hypnosis etc. Dont you know you were never 
trusted?When the whole story comes out it will 
be shown in your own words and through photo- 
graphs, just who were really the violent md 
sick sadists, along with other bizarre, sick 
behavior. I am looking forward to it, it will 
be quite invigorating. The first time I am 
bothered the whole country will know of your 
lies and behavior. I expected something like 
this you see, so I am ready for it. Youfve 
just gone tog far. Don't count on my friend not 
being well. He is as well as can be. Don't 
aie that all workers are going somewhere else. 
ome are, and always will be, pledged to stand for 
justice right here in th. Bay Area as long as they 
have breath. 


Better let me know between 3 and 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 26th, if you are through with any and all 
involvements. I want the same commitment from the 
rest, Liz, Grace etc. All involvments, including 
those outside your little circle of friends. 
Otherwise, after that hour, the wheels of defense 
will be set in motion. I expect a committment 

from all, so contact your friends and make it plain. 
If any one of your friends refuses to drop his or 
her campaign of defamation, then you call person 
to person for that person.If all agree to pursue 
the wisest course, then you call person to person 
for James Beasley. If I receive no call, then the 


lawyers say the liability will be yours, 
CHRIS 


(Following page) 
(Top) When Concerned Relatives protested outside the Federal 
Building, the Temple staged this counterdemonstration. Propagandist 
Kathy Tropp carries a sign accusing the Mertles of mistreating a minor 
entrusted to their care. 

(Early 1978-San Francisco, CA-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years With God) 


(Lower) At that same demonstration, Larry Layton brandishes a sign that 
read, “My sister, my mother and brother-in-law are happy in 
Jonestown.’ 

(Early 1978-San Francisco, CA-Al Mills-Reprinted from Six Years With God) 


















Mk © MRS MERTLE. 
> fes MK: MRS MILLS 








ARUSED LILY V OA 
BLACK TEENAGER. 
m IN THEI H. IMF) 
a THEY TREATED “ø 
T HER LIKE A 
HOUSE SLAVE 








Temple attorney Charles Garry who came to Jones from a background 
of representing Black radicals. 
(11/14/78-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Chronicle-Susan Ehmer) 












































Temple attorney Mark Lane who came to Jones from a background of 


investigating CIA conspiracies. 
(November 1978-Location unknown-San Francisco Chronicle-John O'Hara) 

















(Above) 

Temple guard and former 
U.S. Special Forces soldier 
Odell Rhodes talking to 
reporters in Georgetown 
after he “escaped” the 
massacre. 
(11/25/78-Georgetown, Guyana- 
UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos) 


Odell Rhodes and 
professional writer Ethan 
Feinsod. 

(Circa 1980-San Francisco, CA- 
Reprinted from Awake in a 
Nightmare) 
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Sheldon Byrd (R) being consoled outside the Peoples Temple in San 
Francisco. He had tried to storm the gates in an emotio. nal reaction to 
the news that his aunt and two nephews died in Jonestown. When this 
photo was published in the San Francisco Chronicle, Byrd was 
immediately arrested on an unrelated and unsubstantiated charge, 
discrediting his honest display of grief. 
(11/21/78-San Francisco, CA-San Francisco Chronicle) 








The corpse that was later falsely identified as Jim Jones. 
(11/21/78-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann /newsphotos-Les Sintay) 
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litary body recovery team dragging a corpse in a plastic bag: one of the 900 


they removed from Jonestown. 
(11/25/78-Jonestown, Guyana-UP 


Members of the U.S. mi 


{/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Smtay) 











One year after the massacre, a tropical plant reclaims the soil inside 
the Jonestown pavilion. Above Jones’ throne in the background 
remained the sign that read, “Those who do not remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.” Since Blacks and Native Americans 
could not “relive” the Holocaust as was the original quote, Jones 
altered the statement to read “repeat it” which his followers could 
and did do. 

(11/15/79-Jonestown, Guyana-UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos-Les Sintay) 











285 













s new relationship and probably did. One of the 
st letters the new First Lady wrote on White House 


fionery was to Jim Jones. 
m2, 1977 


Dear Jin, 

Thank you for your 
letter. I enjoyed being with you 
during the campaign -- and do 
hope you can meet Ruth (Carter 
Stapleton) soon. 

Your comments about Cuba 
are helpful. I hope your sugges- 
tions can be acted on in the near 


future. 


Sincerely, 


Rosalyn Carter 


As if his political rewards were not 

ficient, Jones hosted one last testimonial to 

self before he permanently left San Francisco for 
l@stown. The occasion was the forty-eighth anni- 
Sary of the birth of civil rights advocate Dr. 

tin Luther King, Jr. The January 15th event at the 
ples Temple was the largest interracial celebration 
r held in the city. To no one's surprise, Jones 
eived the Martin Luther King Humanitarian of the 

ir Award. Governor Jerry Brown gave a speech, as did 
7 Brown, the head of President Carter's transition 
am. Mayor Moscone also attended, having long since 
tablished the relationship with Jim Jones that helped 
legitimize both their public careers. Jones was 
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also named "Humanitarian of the Year" by the Los Ange] 
Herald Examiner. 

In July 1977, New West Magazine published a 
damning expose of Jim Jones and his Peoples Temple, 
Under threat of political siege, Jones retreated to 
Guyana and his experimental community of Jonestown, 
Following his departure from the United States, the 
exposes continued to increase in intensity. The San 
Francisco Examiner, dated August 7, 1977, carried the 
following front page headline: "Rev. Jones: The Power 
Broker; Political Maneuvering of a Preacher Man". The 
Examiner's political columnist, Bill Barnes, was hot on 
the trail of Jim Jones when supervisor Quentin Kopp 
requested that the District Attorney's office conduct an 
official investigation into the Peoples Temple. Mayor 
Moscone and D.A. Freitas vetoed all such requests. 
Freitas later claimed to have opened his own 
investigation but did not reveal its existence until 
after the massacre in Jonestown, leading critics to 
claim he announced his investigation only to cover-up 
his own complacency in his personal dealings with Jones. 

On August 2, 1977, Jones contacted Mayor Moscone 
via radio-telephone from Guyana to formally resign his 
position as Director of San Francisco's Housing 
Authority. Moscone would continue to publicly defend 
his friend, even though he suspected, as did everyone 
else, that neither Jones nor his political influence 
would ever return to San Francisco. 

Moscone continued out on an ever-thinning limb 
to support Jones right up to the point he received news 
of the massacre, when, according to witnesses, he broke 
down in tears and vomited. Moscone realized he was in 
serious trouble. The newspapers were full of stories of 
a reported Temple hit squad Jones had sent to San 


Franciseo to kill his enemies. Though Moscone was a 
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end, he was still afraid for his life. The incident 
h Bonnie Theilmann at Ryan's funeral "scared the 
ights out of him" and left him alone in the church 
to ponder, not Ryan's fate, but his own. 

On November 23, 1978, the day after Ryan's 

al, the city desk of the San Francisco Chronicle 
ived an anonymous phone call from a man who said 
his brother "was just back from Guyana and that 
nayor should be warned to have someone with him at 
times."117 When asked his brother's identity, the 
er replied, "If I told you that I wouldn't see 
rrow. Just please tell the mayor to take care of 
elf."118 The Chronicle informed the police, who 
jrmed Moscone, who reacted to what he considered a 
ious threat to his life, by employing bodyguards 
nd-the-clock. Late-night, anonymous phone calls to 
mayor's home confirmed reports that the Peoples 
ple was planning to murder him. 

Overall, Moscone followed Bonnie Theilmann's 
ice and said little or nothing about Jones or 
e€stown. It had been a difficult week for the mayor. 
began with the news that his foremost political 
porter, confidant and appointee had lured hundreds 
San Franciscans to their deaths. Wednesday, he 
ended the funeral of his friend Congressman Ryan. 
rsday, the police informed him of the assassination 
eat by the Peoples Temple. All week long the San 
mcisco newspapers brandished headlines about an 
eged Temple "hit squad" in California. By Friday, 
scOne had been physically, mentally and emotionally 
ained but, with one last burst of energy, he took a 
ind on Jonestown. He sent a telegram to President 
rter requesting that Washington underwrite the cost 
shipping the remains of the Jonestown victims back 
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to their native California. Little did he know that 
his telegram, that at least implied some federal 
responsibility for cleaning up the atrocity, would be 
his last official act as mayor. "Thank God it's 
Friday," he must have thought while leaving City Hal} 
for a well-deserved weekend at home. 

The police and bodyguards, who were just an 
invasion of privacy earlier in the week, proved 
beneficial in keeping the many visitors at bay. They 
turned people away at the front door and fielded calls 
about the Peoples Temple which permitted Moscone to 


spend a relatively quiet weekend with his family. 








Early Monday morning, the mayor and his 
bodyguard arrived at City Hall. About two hours later, 
Mayor George Moscone was assassinated, as was City 


Supervisor Harvey Milk. 
ROO IO ROOK ak ak k kK OI ae ak a ak ak ak ak ak GK a K ak a kak 


HARVEY BERNARD MILK 

Harvey Milk was born May 22, 1930 to a Jewish 
family living in Woodmere, New York. His grandfather, 
Morris Milch, had emigrated to the New York City area 
from Lithuania years earlier and Americanized the 
family surname. At the time of Harvey Milk's birth, 
there existed a strong movement for homosexual rights 
in Germany that had its beginnings in the 1880's. By 
the time Milk was seven years old, the movement had 
suffered a major setback when Heinrich Himmler ordered 
all German homosexuals to be rounded-up, labeled with 
pink triangles and sent to the level 3 death camps. 
Over three hundred thousand homosexuals died in the 
Nazi gas chambers, thaking their group second only to 
the Jews in the number of people exterminated in the 


Holocaust. As a child, Milk had no idea that he would 
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ad the next movement for gay rights in the Western 
| TF a campaign that, at least for Milk, would end as 
its predecessor. 

Harvey Milk was a clown, inside and out. His 
ears, and feet were extremely large. Awkward and 
tractive, Milk hid his feelings of inadequacy 
nd a mask of humor. His quick wit would serve him 
in his later years in politics, but in high 
ol, it served to hide the fact that Harvey Milk was 
mosexual. 

Milk would later recount only two incidents in 
childhood. The first occurred in 1943, when his 
ents sat him down to explain how the brave Jews and 
osexuals in Europe resisted the Nazis, against all 
S of winning, because something that evil had to be 
osed. The second incident happened in August of 
following his graduation from high school, when 
was arrested along with other homosexual men who 
gregated in Central Park. He was charged with 
ecent exposure for his bare-chested sunbathing. 
Milk went on to study math and history at the 
Or man's Yale," as his classmates called Albany 

ite College. Immediately after his graduation in 

l, Milk followed in the family tradition and 

isted in the Navy. His father had been a submarine 
wman during World War II and his mother, Minerva 

k, was one of the first woman to volunteer as a Navy 
Omanette"™ in 1918. Milk was Chief Petty Office on 
ird the U.S.S. Kittiwake, an aircraft carrier 

tioned in the Pacific that saw some service in the 
rean conflict. He would later tell his voters that 
Navy dishonorably discharged him when they 


Scovered his homosexuality but this was not true. 
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After the Navy, Milk returned to New York, 
where he met Scott Smith, who would become his 
companion, lover, business partner, campaign manager 
and, in the end, executor of his estate. American 
society's view of homosexuals was undergoing drastic 
changes at the time. During World War II, U.S. 
opposition to Nazi Germany prompted an alliance with 
homosexuals who fled from all around the world to the 
sanctuaries of New York City and San Francisco. But 
following the war, the U.S. government, spurred by the 
McCarthy era witch-hunt, began a systematic persecutio 
of homosexuals that reflected the prejudiced attitudes 
of Nazi Germany. In only a few years time, the United 
States was beginning to profess the very ideology they 
had gone to war to oppose. Homosexuals were dismissed 
from the military and various U.S. government agencies 
by the thousands. So many were fired from the Central 
Intelligence Agency that they remained as a group, 
relocated en masse to Sausalito, and occupied a sizabl 
neighborhood in that San Francisco Bay Area community. 

Eventually, Harvey Milk and Scott Smith moved 
from New York to the more tolerant San Francisco but 
found much the same anti-gay sentiment in California, 
where homosexuality was "an act against nature" and a 
punishable felony. Even in liberal California, a 
restaurant or bar could have its liquor license revoked 
simply for serving a drink to a known homosexual. But 
all things considered, San Francisco was a far better 
environment than New York City and the two transplants 
moved into the city's gay neighborhood of Castro 
Street, where they established Castro Camera. Their 
small shop soon became a focal point in the area and 


Harvey Milk's involvement in business and civic action 


29 


























oups earned him the unofficial title of the "Mayor of 
Eero percet." 

Aspiring to be the first self-avowed homosexual 
elected to public office, Milk campaigned for a 
ọn the city's Board of Supervisors in the 1973 
‘tion with a promise to shift the control of the 
' from the powerful real estate developers to 
shborhood groups who would have compassion for 
jle and not just a passion for profit. Milk lost 
election due to his inexperience, lack of financial 
ources and shabby, long-haired appearance. His 
ipaign did serve to organize a new gay political 
ce that was well prepared for a more important issue 
at was developing in the state capitol. 

San Francisco Assemblyman Willie Brown had been 
ying for years to strike the 1872 "crimes against 
ture" statute from the California law books. The 
Bislature had repeatedly defeated his reform bill and 
en Governor Ronald Reagan had vowed to veto the bill 
en if it was passed by the Senate and Assembly. But, 
1975, Ronald Reagan was no longer governor and 

llie Brown's reform bill was, once again, revived. 
Own argued his case before the Assembly while his 

Ose political ally, Majority Leader George Moscone, 
esented the bill to his colleagues in the Senate. 
Scone's motives were obvious. He planned to run for 
iyor of San Francisco in the fall elections and his 
Pforts to reform the laws governing homosexuals would 
Srtainly secure the substantial gay vote in the city. 
he final Senate vote on the issue was a twenty to 
venty tie. Moscone convinced the legislators to 

nvoke a rarely-used rule and sequester the Senate 
hamber until a decision could be reached. State 


jeutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally flew from Denver to 
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Sacramento to cast the first tie-breaking vote from a 
lieutenant governor in decades. The reform bill passeg 
and California, as Dymally phrased it, was “one step 
farther from 1984." 

Harvey Milk's political supporters contributed 
to the promotion and eventual passage of the homosexug 
reform bill. Milk, who had since cut his hair and 
dressed in a suit he purchased second-hand from a local 
dry cleaner, was more presentable to the major 
political figures he encountered during the campaign. 
Each of the three key men in Sacramento who were 
largely responsible for the success of the bill, Willie 
Brown, George Moscone and Mervyn Dymally, had more than 
Harvey Milk's politics in common; each had a close 
personal relationship with Jim Jones. State Assembly- 
man Willie Brown would become one of Jones' foremost 
proponents. Mayor George Moscone owed his election, 
later that same year, to the work of Jones. Lieutenant 
Governor Mervyn Dymally was often seen at the Peoples 
Temple for both public and private meetings with Jones. 
Dymally even visited Jonestown on two different 
occasions. Judging from Harvey Milk's new circle of 
political friends, it was almost a foregone conclusion 
that eventually he would encounter Jim Jones. 

Milk ran for the Board of Supervisors again in 
the 1975 election. He had expanded his base of power 
to include an unlikely group of supporters: labor 
unions. Milk and his campaign manager, Scott Smith, 
had been very instrumental in organizing gays to march 
with Cesar Chavez's pro-union farm workers. They also 
succeeded in persuading local gay bars to ban Coors 
Beer after the Adolph Coors Company prevented their 
employees from organizing a labor union and the unions 


called for a boycott of their product nationwide. 
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mikis foremost labor supporter was Stan Smith, the 
geretary/treasurer of the San Francisco Building and 
struction Trades Council. Even with the support of 
gays and the labor unions, Milk lost the election, 
Ming seventh. All six incumbents were reelected 
he board. 
Following the election, newly-inaugurated Mayor 
sone, impressed with Milk's nearly successful 
paign, appointed him to the city's Board of Permit 
eals, the powerful court that had the ultimate say 
matters concerning all permits issued by the city. 
‘one who aspired to political office, Milk remained 
joard commissioner for only a brief five weeks before 
defied Moscone, who fired him when he announced he 
ild run in the 1976 election for the post of State 
semblyman from the 16th District. 
Substantiated reports circulating in the news 
dia described a political deal that had been struck 
tween State Assembly Speaker Leo McCarthy, George 
scone, Willie Brown and other prominent California 
mocrats a year earlier. The deal was complicated, 
basically it involved the shifting of several 
mocrats from one office to another. Moscone got to 
Mayor of San Francisco, while his vacant Senate seat 
filled by Leo McCarthy's old law partner, John 
ran. Foran's vacated Assembly seat was to be filled 
“McCarthy aide Art Agnos. Milk wanted to be a city 
ipervisor, not an assemblyman, but his resentment of 
lat he considered backroom power brokering politics 
mpelled him to oppose Agnos and the political machine 
lat backed him. 

"Milk vs. The Machine" was the campaign slogan 
lat threatened the status quo of California politics. 


ilk was not opposing Art Agnos,but the power brokers 
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who backed him, and largest of these was the Reverend 






Jim Jones. Like Moscone, Agnos supported the Peoples 
Temple and, in turn, they supported him and set out to 
insure his election to office. Knowing this, Milk was 


surprised to receive a telephone call from Jim Jones, 


That was the Reverend Jim Jones 
on the telephone. He apologized 
for not knowing I was running and 
said that he did not mean to back 
Art Agnos as much as he was 
doing. He told me that he will 
make it up to me by sending us 


some volunteers. 


An aide asked Milk, "He's helping Agnos and now backing 


you?" 


Of course not, Jones is backing 
Agnos and giving him a lot of 
workers, but he wants to cover 
his ass, so he'll send us some 
volunteers too...Make sure you're 
always nice to the Peoples 
Temple. If they ask you to do 
something, do it, and then send 
them a note thanking them for 
asking you to do it. They're 
weird and they're dangerous, and 





you never want to be on their bad 
side.119 


A few days later, Temple aide Sharon Amos 


phoned Milk to request that he send 30,000 copies of 
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s campaign literature to her office for distribution 
the hundreds of Temple workers that Jones had 

mised. Milk should have suspected a conspiracy to 
his campaign as soon as Amos, who was supposedly 
sing him workers, required that his assistants 

yer the literature to the Temple. He naively 

eved Jones' promise to canvass the city in his name 
though 30,000 copies was all he had or could 

rad, Milk sent all of his printed campaign 

rature to the Peoples Temple. Sharon Amos accepted 
delivery and unceremoniously dumped the entire lot 
> the trash. 

The race was close. Early polls showed Milk in 
lead but he was losing ground to Agnos' well- 

anced campaign. Milk had lost most of his union 
porters, retaining only the endorsements of the 
Orers, Fire Fighters, and Teamsters. He also lost 
me Of his gay supporters, who preferred to elect gay 
Ppathizers rather than gays to public office. State 
ator Milton Marks was one of the few politicians to 
licly back Milk's bid for the Assembly. 

As election day drew nearer, Milk received an 
reasing number of death threats. Naturally these 
eats concerned him especially since he was opposing 
ie Machine." In the last days of his campaign, 

ik's father died unexpectedly and he returned to New 
k for the funeral. The trip expended what little 

€, energy, and money he had held in reserve for the 
fal critical days of his campaign. 

Early election returns gave Milk the lead but 

e tide turned when late returns were tallied from the 
ack neighborhood precincts controlled by Jones. Milk 
st by 3,600 of the 33,000 votes cast. Art Agnos, 


he Machine", and Jim Jones won. 
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On election day, voters also approved a measur 
calling for district, not city-wide, election of San | 
Francisco's supervisors in 1977. This was a victory 
for Harvey Milk, not only because he advocated 
neighborhood control of City Hall but because the Ga 
Castro District would certainly elect a gay supervis 
to the board and the "Mayor of Castro Street" was th 


undisputed candidate for the position. 
The 1977 election was Milk's fourth campaign 


and third attempt at a seat on the Board of 


Supervisors. "Make Mine Milk" was the Madison Avenue 


slogan he copied from the American Dairy Association. 
Finally, Harvey Milk was elected to San Francisco's 


Board of Supervisors due, in no small part, to the faci 


that Jones had fled the country the previous July and 
exerted little influence on the November elections. 

Jones' parting statement to the San Francisco press was 
a rebuttal to recent media criticism in which he listed 


several dozen prominent supporters of the Peoples 


Temple. Without his permission and much to his dismay, 


Harvey Milk's name appeared on the published list. 
Four campaigns in five years had taken its tol 


on Milk's personal life. Scott Smith had moved out 


sometime between races and Milk found a new lover, Jack 


Lira, who moved into his apartment. 
Though Milk made an honest attempt to fairly 


represent his entire constituency, he recognized his 


responsibility to present a good image as the country's 


first openly gay elected official. He took every 


opportunity to encourage homosexuals throughout the 
U.S. to “come out of their closet" and assert their 


rights. He worked hard to revive the gay rights 


movement that Heinrich Himmler had killed in Nazi 


Germany. Now, in 1978, there was a new fascist threat, 
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erhaps just a rebirth of the old. The year saw a 
Tof anti-gay legislation, introduced nationwide, by 
again Christian fundamentalists. Milk viewed 
religious fanatics as the "New Nazis" and the 
serious threat to human rights in the United 

5. In California, Senator John Briggs had 

eded in getting his Proposition 6 (The Briggs 
ative) on the November ballot. The measure called 
t ban on the hiring of homosexual teachers in 
fornia, a controversial issue that Milk endeavored 
efeat. With Proposition 6 pending, the annual Gay 
dom Day Parade took on the critical task of 

ying opposition to the measure. As the event drew 
Per, Milk, who was slated as a guest speaker, 

eived more death threats in the Castro Camera mail; 
u get the first bullet the minute you stand at the 
rophone."120 Milk filed the typed postcard with the 
t of his death threat collection and left for the 

ic Center to address the largest gathering of people 
Francisco had seen in a decade. Over 375,000 


wded in the open-air plaza to hear Milk say, 


My name is Harvey Milk and I want 
to recruit you. I want to 
recruit you for the fight to 
preserve democracy from the John 
Briggs and Anita Bryants who are 
trying to constitutionalize bigo- 
try. We are not going to allow 
that to happen. We are not going 
to sit back in silence as 300,000 
of our gay sisters and brothers 
did in Nazi Germany. We are not 


going to allow our rights to be 
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taken away and then march with 
bowed heads into the gas 
chamber...121 






To conclude his rather dramatic oration, Milk propose, 
a gay rights march on Washington, D.C. for July 4th, 
1979. 

Milk worked double-time through the summer an 
fall, both in City Hall and on the campaign trail to 
defeat Proposition 6. He publicly debated John Briggs 
several times. The following is typical of his 


rebuttals: 


John Briggs knows that every one 
of his statements has been 
repudiated by facts. Yet he 
never stops making wild inflam- 
matory remarks that, to anyone 
who knows the facts, sounds as if 
it were the KKK talking about 
blacks or Hitler about Jews.122 


Milk spoke the truth. By election day the only notable 
organizations to publicly endorse Proposition 6 were 
the Nazi Party, the Ku Klux Klan, and the Los Angeles 
Deputy Sheriff's Association. 

Considering that Harvey Milk and Jim Jones were 
at opposite ends of the political spectrum in San 
Francisco, it is interesting to note the striking 
Similarities between the two men, their philosophies 
and rhetoric. Milk, the first self-proclaimed 
homosexual to be elected to public office, utilized 
much of his media attention to warn of a Nazi-like 


take-over in the United States by right-wing, Christian 
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damentalists, a category that roughly describes Jim 
nes. In the privacy of closed Temple meetings, Jones 
ached that most people were homosexual and that he 
the only true heterosexual in the Peoples 

fe, but in truth he was bisexual, having had sexual 
ions with both the men and women in the Temple 
archy. The rhetoric of Jim Jones was also very 
concerned with a Nazi coup in the United States, 
hich Blacks would be rounded-up and forced into 
rentration camps as were the Jews and homosexuals in 
Germany. According to Jones, the New Nazis were 
ining to activate the abandoned World War II 

inese detention centers as New Dachau, New Auschwitz 
New Treblinka. His warnings are a grim reminder of 
t could and did happen in the United States. The 
ic difference that set the two men at odds was that 
K was exactly what he professed to be but Jones was 
ctly 180 degrees opposite from his public image. 

ugh both men were prominent advocates of the theory 
t the Nazis posed a threat to minorities in the 

ted States, Milk was sincere, while Jones, though 
est in his presentation of the problem, neglected to 
l his congregation that he, himself, was the 

atest threat to their well-being. 

By the fall of 1978, Jim Jones' influence had 
ən absent from San Francisco politics for over a year 
l Harvey Milk's career blossomed. Part of Milk's 
larity stemmed from the national recognition he 
teived for his public debates with Senator John 

ggs and his proposed gay rights march on Washington. 
Agnos capsulized Harvey Milk's political potential, 
e's going to run for mayor. You know what? I think 
can win. That guy (Milk) will one day be the mayor 
“San Francisco."123 Things had gone well for Milk 


























300 








that fall day and he didn't mind being detained an 
extra forty-five minutes at City Hall for a committee 
meeting. He arrived home late at 8 P.M., entered his 


apartment and called to Jack Lira, but there was no 


answer, only a puzzle. Starting at the front door 


there was a trail of voter registration forms that Mi 
followed through every room in the apartment. The trai 
grew progressively messier with crumpled anti-Briggs 
literature and empty Coors beer cans until it ended at 
a black velvet curtain hung from the rafters of an 
enclosed back porch. A note pinned to the curtain 
read, “You've always loved the circus, Harvey. What 
do you think of my last act?"124 Behind the curtain 
hung the lifeless body of Jack Lira. A paperback book, 
entitled Holocaust, had been nailed to the beam that 
secured the rope noose. Milk cut the rope, lowered 
Lira's body to the floor and ran a few doors down the 
street to a firehouse, but the rescuers who followed 
him back to the apartment were unable to revive Lira; 
he had been dead for about forty-five minutes. 

The police treated the death as a routine 
suicide. The story was front page news but short-lived 
to the relief of Milk. For the next few days, Milk and 
Scott Smith, who had come to his aid, found notes, 
presumed to have been written by Lira, hidden 
throughout the apartment, in drawers, between the pages 
of books and magazines and even sewn in the seams of 
Milk's clothes. A large note, taped prominently on the 
kitchen wall read, “Beware the Ides of November."129 
Milk thought it was a reference to the November 
elections and the Briggs Initiative. He had no way of 
knowing that it foretold his own death. Nor did he 
seem to connect the death threats with Lira's suicide. 


If Milk suspected foul play in the death of Lira or in 


301 
























he untimely death of his father two years earlier, he 
jid not state so publicly. 

Milk's City Hall office was deluged with 
mpathy cards and letters, the most notable was a set 
fifty letters from Jonestown. Temple aide Sharon 
wrote, "I hope you will be able to visit us here 
Jonestown. Believe it or not, it is a tremendously 
histicated community, though it is in a jungle,"126 
> remaining forty-nine letters from Jonestown, many 
entical word-for-word, all expressed the Temples' 
prow at Milk's loss and extended an invitation for 

1 to visit them in Guyana. Jonestown was on a 
edetermined schedule of self-destruction and Milk was 
ing invited to attend the final days if not the final 
of the community. Milk declined the invitations, 
aborted what appears to be an attempt by Jones to 
ure him to his death along with Congressman Ryan. 

Two weeks after Lira's funeral, Milk met 

liam Wiegardt, a recent arrival on Castro Street who 
half Milk's age. The two decided to live together. 
ISspicious of Lira's death, Milk warned his new lover 
5 he unpacked, "You've got to remember, Bill, you're 

| the direct line of fire. If I get killed, you can 
> killed too. Somebody could walk through the door 

nd blow both our brains out."127 

Proposition 6 was defeated and Harvey Milk 
‘veled in his success, at least the two weeks between 
ie elections and the news of the Jonestown tragedy. 

le reports had a profound effect on Milk, who made no 
ablic statements but spent his final nine days 
emotionally settling unfinished business in his life. 
e knew he was about to be killed. He revised his 

aped political will to read, in part, "Let the bullets 


hat rip through my brain smash every closet door in 
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the country."128 Milk turned in his leased car, he 
knew he wouldn't need a car where he was going. He 
placed a sign in the window of Castro Camera, "Going 
out of business December 1st." He also arranged to 

borrow several thousand dollars from Carl Carlson (a; 
airline pilot friend of his). The intention was to 
consolidate his debts. Carlson wanted to discuss 

Milk's plans to run for mayor of San Francisco in 19 
but Milk would only say, "I'm not going to be around. 
then. Let's talk about today."129 

On the morning of November 27th, 1978, Milk wi 
waiting in his City Hall office for Carl Carlson to 
escort him to his bank for the agreed loan. Carlson 
was late and when he did finally arrive, Milk was 
interrupted by a phone call. Following the call, their 
departure was further delayed while Carlson used Milk's 
typewriter to type something, perhaps their loan 
agreement. They were just about ready to leave when 
former City Supervisor Dan White leaned into Milk's 
office and asked to speak with him privately. Milk and 
White walked to White's former, yet still unoccupied, 
office across the hall. White closed the door behind 
them. Carlson was still waiting in Milk's office, when 
he heard the five shots. He looked out just in time to 
be the only witness to Dan White leaving the murder 
scene. He rushed to the door of White's old office 
where he was joined by Dianne Feinstein. Together they 
discovered the body of Harvey Milk. 

That evening over 40,000 mourners marched in 4 
totally silent candle-light procession from Castro 
Street to City Hall in remembrance of the fallen 
supervisor. Milk's brother, Robert, flew from New York 
to San Francisco where he and his wife were guests in 


the home of Senator Milton Marks. 
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The services were held in the San Francisco 

a House. Robert Milk sat in the front row, flanked 
overnor Jerry Brown and Lieutenant Governor Mervyn 
ly on one side and Acting Mayor Dianne Feinstein 
White House representative on the other. The 

snd Bill Barcus presided. "Tradition would expect 
tell you Harvey's gone to heaven. Harvey was 
more interested in going to Washington."130 4 
campaign aide read a poem that Milk had written 


fer in the month, just for the occasion: 


I can be killed with ease 

I can be cut right down 

But I cannot fall back into my closet 
I have grown 

I am not by myself 

I am too many 

I am all of us.131 


the governor and lieutenant governor failed to 

e€ for the standing ovation that followed. 

As per Milk's final instructions, his body was 
Mated and about two dozen of his closest friends, 
luding Scott Smith, Carl Carlson and William 

gardt, gathered on the-deck of the "Lady Frie," a 
foot antique schooner, for the voyage under the 
den Gate Bridge and out to sea for the burial. The 
111 box containing Milk's ashes was wrapped in the 
Ric strip, "Doonesbury," a politically oriented 
‘toon exemplifying Milk's light hearted treatment of 
very serious political world. Enshrining the ashes 
; a neatly wrapped assortment of bubble bath, 
presenting his homosexuality and several packs of 


ape Kool-Aid, representing his killer, Jim Jones. 
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Once out to sea, the whiskey flasks were emptied and 
the marijuana cigarettes smoked. It was time. The 
ashes, the bubble bath and the Kool-Aid were spread op 
the waters of the Pacific Ocean and Harvey Milk was 
gone. 

Milk was not a stranger to direct physical 
threats, but it was this unspoken threat, sparked by 
the news of the Jonestown tragedy that motivated him t¢ 
finalize the business of his life. Milk firmly 
believed that Jim Jones was plotting to murder him. 
His final statement was not the "No! No!" that he 
reportedly screamed when he saw Dan White's revolver, 
but a summation of his actions in the last week of his 
life. Though his assassin approached from an 
unexpected angle, Milk's theory that Jones would kill 
him holds up well under close scrutiny. For months 
after the assassination, his sentiments were echoed in 
the predominant graffiti on Castro Street, "Who Killed 
Harvey Milk?" 


OO ka ak K k k ak kK kkk ak kok ik ak Fk k 2k 2 K kkk K 


Daniel James White 

Dan White was born into a large Irish Catholic 
family that moved to an area of San Francisco located 
about two miles south of the Castro Street District. 
This ultra-conservative Catholic neighborhood produced 
most of the City's police and firemen; Dan White would 
become both. Despite the liberal, even radical, 
influence of San Francisco, White remained the 
stereotyped image of a conservative, clean-cut, All- 
American boy. Fiercely competitive and so serious 
minded as to totally lack a sense of humor, White would 
be elected captain of the Woodrow Wilson High School 


baseball and football teams. According to a probation 
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ort, White used his skill as a Golden Gloves amateur 
xer, On at least one occasion, to assault Black 
agers who were integrating the student body of his 
school in the early 1960's. Even at this early 
Dan White was a self-appointed spokesman for his 


he had every intention of living up to his 


Following his high school graduation, White 
sted in the Army on the last day of 1964. Asa 
trooper with the 173°4 Airborne Division, he was 

T to Vietnam in July of 1965. Though he spent much 
his tour of duty in the relative peace of Saigon, 
service in Vietnam earned him a promotion to 

geant and three medals. He was honorably discharged 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina in 1967. 

White returned to San Francisco where, after an 
successful short stay at City College, he joined the 
a Francisco Police Department and arranged to be 
signed to the Ingleside Station in his old 
ighborhood. He was a tough police officer who 
emplified the rigid behavior pattern that 
ychiatrists recognize as an occupational hazard of 
lice work, a condition they describe as the "Wyatt 
rp Syndrome." Twice, White received a "Captain's 
mmendation;" in both cases for his capture of 
Spected felons after a dangerous, high-speed car 
ase. Regardless of his motivations, White often 
sked his own life in the pursuit of his work, first 
i the Army, then as a policeman, later as a fireman 
@ possibly later still as a politician. White was a 
Sliceman's policeman, voted most valuable player in 

1971 law enforcement softball tournament, coached 
his St. Elizabeth grammar schoolmate, homicide 


Bepector Frank Falzon. Falzon and White were also the 
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shortstop and second baseman respectively on the State 
championship police baseball team. It was Falzon who 
would later book White for the murder of Moscone and 
Milk. 

Dan White lived more comfortably than his 
salary should have allowed. He sold his $8,000 Jagu 
sports car and purchased a $15,000 Porsche that he 
drove daily over the Golden Gate Bridge from his new 
home, a fashionable houseboat in Sausalito. Things h 
never been better in White's life, which makes the 
unexplained happenings in 1972 all the more suspiciou 
White was granted a leave of absence from the police 
department. He gave up his houseboat, sold his car an 
even gave away some of his personal possessions to 
embark on a cross-country hitchhiking trip that since 
has been referred to as White's "missing year." During 
1972, White traveled alone and had little or no 
communication with his family or friends in San 
Francisco; no one really knew where he was. There are 
no records of his trip. He never bought a travel 
ticket or used a credit card. According to White, he 
followed in the footsteps of his hero, author Jack 
London, and visited Alaska where he said he worked for 
a time as a security guard. He returned to San 
Francisco but, for some unknown reason, did not resume 
his position in the police force. Instead he became a 
fireman assigned to the Moscow Street fire station. 

Conspiratorialists have theorized that White 
spent his missing year in an MK ULTRA assassin training 
school. The project, which was largely under the 
control of Jim Jones, could have programmed White as it 
has been accused of programming Lee Harvey Oswald and 
others. "Programming" is a strong word. Actually, the 


process might well have been as simple as planting a 
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aotic suggestion, that when triggered by a 
determined code word or phrase, would render the 
ect in a trance. He would then walk through the 
sSination, someone else would fire the fatal shot 
would remain as the scapegoat who couldn't 

tly remember what had happened during the killing. 
linly, if White was involved in the MK ULTRA 

ct, it will remain a closely guarded secret for 
Jes to come, but it would explain why White, who 
t have been honed to a hair trigger, could no 

er be trusted in uniform with a gun. Six years 
r, Moscone and Milk would be murdered. 

Dan White married Mary Ann Burns, a fireman's 
Bhter, and the newlyweds purchased a $70,000 home 

t they intended to pay for with his salary as a 
eman and her salary as a school teacher. 

A co-worker, Michael Mulesky, later recalled 
association with Dan White. "You could always 
end on him. He never really got excited or 
"132 Mulesky's opinion was unique as every 
ler person who knew Dan White viewed him as 
ulsive, ill-tempered, and childish. Though he often 
ew embarassing tantrums when he didn't get his way, 
ite's service record in the fire department was 
Slemished. In 1977, he was cited for heroism after 
Ving two children from a burning house. Four days 
fore Moscone and Milk were killed, White was 
heduled to receive a second award for rescuing a 
ther and child from a high-rise fire but was too busy 
attend the presentation. Following White's arrest, 
Te Chief Andrew Casper said, "The man still deserves 
e award and, we'll do it discreetly and as best we 
mo wi33 











308 













The 1977 elections marked a distinct shift in 
power from the wealthy real estate developers, who hag 
controlled the city-wide election of supervisors to th 
neighborhood groups, who could now select local leade 
in district elections. Under the new system, the re 
estate developers were able to maintain a slim majo: 
on the Board of Supervisors but they lost some of th 
political power base with the election of such local 
advocates as Harvey Milk. The 1977 elections change 
little as the wealthy conservatives still remained in 
power through their supported candidates like Dianne 
Feinstein and their puppet, Dan White. 

"Unite and Fight for Dan White" was the slogar 
of what might best be termed an angry campaign for a 
seat on the Board of Supervisors. White's campaign 


literature best describes his politics: 


I am not going to be forced out 
of San Francisco by splinter 
groups of radicals, social 
deviates and incorrigibles. You 
must realize there are thousands 
upon thousands of frustrated 
angry people such as yourselves 
waiting to unleash a fury that 
can and will eradicate the 
malignancies which blight our 
beautiful city.134 


White would later privately confide to board colleague 
Harvey Milk that his comments on "social deviates and 
incorrigibles" referred to drug addicts but the voters 


in his ultra-conservative District 8 took him to mean 
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ays who had taken over the Castro Street District, 
two miles from their neighborhood. 
Most of White's campaign supporters were police 
ire personnel, who canvassed District 8 door-to- 
White reportedly bullied his opponents in the 
on, even hiring youth gangs to disrupt their 
S. On one occasion a group of Nazis, in full 
uniform complete with "Unite and Fight for Dan 
‘buttons, posed a threatening appearance at a 
ict meeting. When White's opponent asked him to 
the Nazis removed from the meeting, "Gentle Dan," 
she Nazis called him) refused. White's 
Nidation tactics were successful. He won the 
tion. 
During the formal inauguration, each new board 
per made an introductory statement. White used his 
€ to pay tribute to his Irish grandmother. The 
ession was that of an athlete, who after scoring 
Winning goal, looks into the television cameras to 
>» “Hi Mom!" In Harvey Milk's introduction, he said, 
true function of politics is not just to pass laws, 
to give hope." In a harsh response that would set 
tone for their political relationship, Supervisor 
nne Feinstein said, "Hope is fine, but you can't 
on hope. The name of the game is six votes. "135 
Six votes was the majority on the Board of 
Servisors and Feinstein quickly established that she 
1 her real estate supporters had control when she was 
icted Board President by a 6 to 5 vote. White voted 


Feinstein, while Milk voted against her. In the 





Ming year, most of the major issues confronting the 
mrad were decided by a six to five vote in favor of 
instein and White. Dianne Feinstein was a product of 


ld city politics." A conservative with the facade of 
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a liberal, she earned a reputation with the press as a 
"limousine liberal." Harvey Milk's opinion of 
Feinstein was not as kind; he called her "The Wickeg 
Witch of the West." 

Like the other newly elected supervisors, Da; 
White hosted post-campaign fund-raising dinners to h 
defray expenses. Labor leader Stan Smith attended on 
such benefit. A huge American flag hung from a balco 
overhead. The theme from "Rocky," a powerfully 
dramatic piece of music, heralded the appearance of 
White, who marched in a stiff, military manner back an 
forth on the balcony. Smith's dinner companion made 


the comment, 


I'm not sure whether he thinks 
he's George Patton or Adolph 
Hitler, but he sure makes me 
nervous...There's something wrong 
with that man. He's wound up too 
tight. Something is wrong.136 


Her first impression of Dan White was reinforced when 
she had the opportunity to speak with him personally, 
"He responded like he was programmed. He was like a 
spring ready to go off."137 

Intelligence was not one of Dan White's 
attributes. It has been said that he could be easily 
manipulated by anyone whose argument included the 
words, "God" and "country." White was a puppet of the 
real estate developers who first suggested that he run 
for office and Dianne Feinstein who secured her sixth 
vote by befriending the political novice as his 
mother/mentor. White was so naive that he was not 


aware the city charter prohibited elected officials 
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holding municipal jobs. Much to his surprise, he 
told to resign his $18,000 a year job as a fireman. 
ife was pregnant with their first child and not 
ig- White soon realized that he could not support 
mily on the meager $9,600 a year salary paid a 
upervisor. He needed financial help and Dianne 
fein came to his aid and sealed his fate. 
Feinstein introduced White to one of her real 
developer friends, Warren Simmons, who was 

ing a shopping complex on Fisherman's Wharf, the 
most popular tourist attraction. The develop- 
dubbed, "Pier 39," was very controversial from 
start. The local news media, in article after 

cle, accused city officials of using their public 
ices to favor the privately owned development with 

of city-owned building materials and scandalously 
tax assessments. On the Board of Supervisors, it 

Dan White who lead the fight for lower business tax 
sSsments in general that, in retrospect, benefitted 


* 39 and Warren Simmons. Press accusations 





(lated when several city supervisors, commissioners 
other officials received lucrative business 
cessions in the Pier 39 development. Dan White's 
ard was a small shop that he saw as a way out of his 
ancial difficulties. His new business sold baked 
atoes, french fried potatoes, and fried potato skins 
the thousands of tourists that passed by every day. 
ery popular and conceivably profitable hors 

euvre, White's stock in trade prompted him to name 

5; shop, "The Hot Potato" but considering the trouble 
got him into with the FBI, he might have more aptly 
ned it, “The Proverbial Hot Potato." 

In the November 1978 election, the only 


Strict in San Francisco to approve Briggs Proposition 
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6 was White's conservative District 8. In what would 
become the ultimate irony, White also supported Briggs' 
successful Proposition 7 calling for an automatic death 
penalty for anyone who killed a public official in the 
course of his duty. Moscone and Milk presented the 
foremost opposition to the bill but, despite their 
efforts, it passed into law. The first person tried 
under the new law would be Dan White. 

On November 10, 1978, White submitted a letter 
of resignation to the mayor, citing financial 
difficulties in supporting his family on a supervisor's 
salary. His new business needed his attention and, as 
evidenced by his action, was more profitable than his 
job at City Hall. Moscone accepted White's resignation 
effective immediately. 

On November 15, 1978, the afternoon that 
Congressman Leo Ryan arrived in Georgetown, Guyana on 
his congressional investigation into Jonestown, Dan 
White emerged from a meeting with the Police Officers 
Association and the Coldwell Banker real estate firm to 
announce that he wanted his job back. He denied 
reports that the police department had pressured him to 
reconsider his resignation, but did say, "A few people 
from real estate firms have talked to me."138 Mayor 
Moscone returned White's letter of resignation and told 
reporters, "As far as I am concerned, Dan White is the 
supervisor from District 8...A man has a right to 
change his mind."139 Moscone soon reversed his 
decision to reinstate White. Some say it was due to 
pressure from Supervisor Harvey Milk, who reminded 
Moscone that, if a liberal were to be appointed to 
serve the balance of White's term in office, Dianne 
Feinstein and the conservatives would lose their 


majority on the board. The newspapers reported that it 
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San Francisco's Chief Deputy Attorney, Tom Toomey, 

> spearheaded opposition to White's reappointment. 

mey called for a one week delay while his office 
ewed the legal question of reinstatement. During 
same week delay, San Francisco received news of 
stown. The death toll increased with each 

ressive day until the grand total was reached on 
same day that Tom Toomey presented the Mayor with a 
ve page legal report that read, in part, 


San Francisco city charter does 
not provide for the withdrawal of 
a resignation once accomplished. 
As long as there is a legal 
uncertainty, we don't think White 
should vote on the board.140 


ed on the city attorney's report, Mayor Moscone 
jounced to the press, "I want to make it clear I no 
iger feel duty-bound to appoint Dan White. This will 
three-year appointment and I want someone with 
ts in District 8."141 Moscone also said he would 
ounce his decision the following Monday, November 
1978, at 10 A.M. Through it all, the only board 
iber to publicly support White's request for 
appointment was Dianne Feinstein. She was trying to 
Otect her sixth vote. 

On Sunday evening at about 7:30 P.M., Mary Ann 
lite returned home from an unexplained trip to 
braska to find her husband brooding about the house. 
couple had not spoken in weeks and he had been 
feeping on the living room couch. Mary Ann, exhausted 


Pom her trip, retired early while Dan watched 
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television and ate cupcakes and other sugar-filleg 
snacks until dawn. 

On Monday morning at abut 7:30 A.M., Mary Ann 
left the house with their four month old son and droy 
the family car to the babysitter's and on to her new 
job at the Hot Potato. Dan White remained at home, 

At 9 A.M., Cyr Copertini, Mayor Moscone's 
appointment secretary, arrived at City Hall to find } 
boss unusually early for work and her office full of 
Dan White supporters who wanted to present a petition, 
endorsing White's reappointment, to the mayor. Cyr 
Copertini took the petition and assured the group that 
it would be on the mayor's desk within minutes. At 
about this same time, Moscone phoned Dianne Feinstein 
at home to inform her that he was going to appoint Don 
Horanzy, a real estate loan specialist with the federal 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, to White's 
vacated seat. Horanzy had been recommended by 
Assemblyman Art Agnos, who owed his office to Jim 
Jones. In his professional capacity, Horanzy, himself, 
would have had dealings with the city's director of the 
Housing Authority, who, until just a year earlier had 
been Jim Jones. As president of the board, it was 
Feinstein's responsibility to tell White he was no 
longer a supervisor. 

Moscone told his secretary to postpone the 
scheduled 10 A.M. press conference until 11:30 A.M. to 
give him time for an 11 A.M. appointment with Don 
Horanzy. The reporters, who had already gathered at 
City Hall, asked to see Dianne Feinstein. Feinstein, 
who had just arrived, used the opportunity to deny 
press allegations that she planned to run for mayor 4 
third time in the 1979 elections. She assured 


reporters that she did not covet the position and would 
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me next time." Under the city charter's disaster 
vision, she would become Acting Mayor of San 

Sisco within the hour. Two weeks earlier, on the 
sfore Ryan arrived in Guyana, John Barbagelata, 
e's logical successor, suffered a stroke in his 
Ortal real estate office. He was ordered to rest 
unavailable for comment. More important than 
lence on Jonestown and the death of Moscone, 
gelata was unfit to contest Feinstein's 

ntment as mayor. 

At about 9 AM, Dan White received a phone call 
his aide Denise Apcar who informed him that his 
rters had presented their petitions for 

statement to the mayor. White asked her to pick 

up at home and drive him to City Hall. It is not 

n whether Feinstein or anyone else had informed 

e of Moscone's decision at this point but before he 
home, White went to his basement den to retrieve a 
Caliber, five-shot revolver and seventeen hollow- 

t bullets. The gun had been his since the days 

|, aS a San Francisco policeman assigned to guard 

1 Mayor Joseph Alioto, White was required to 

shase his own firearm. No one knows how he obtained 
illegal hollow-point bullets that explode upon 

act thus inflicting more damage than standard slugs. 
Denise Apcar drove White to City Hall and 

ked her car in one of two parking spaces reserved 
“White and his staff on the McAllister Street side 
the building. Ordinarily, they would have entered 

y building through the locked side doors to which 
Nervisors and their staff had been issued keys but 
parently they no longer possessed their keys to City 
É. Apcar walked around to the front of the building 


ere she entered through the main doors, the security 








316 







checkpoint and the metal detector. She proceeded to 
room 250, a workroom/office for administrative 
assistants, and remained there. 

White couldn't enter through the metal detecto 
due to the revolver holstered under the vest of his 
three-piece suit. Reportedly, he knocked on a baseme 
window. A workman inside recognized him and allowed 
him to crawl through the window after he explained th; 
he had forgotten his keys. Crawling through the windo 
to Room 62, White told the workman, "I had to get in. 
My aide was supposed to come down and let me in the 
side door, but she never showed up. "142 

Once inside the City Hall, he went directly to 
the second floor and the mayor's offices. He did not 
enter the main lobby of the mayor's suite but through 
the locked doors of either Room 201 or 202. The 
accepted theory is that the slow-closing hydraulic 
hinges gave White sufficient time to enter the room 
after someone else exited. That someone else was a 
City Hall workman. 

In the mayor's formal waiting room that White 
so skillfully avoided was Assemblyman Willie Brown, who 
had just stopped by to invite his old friend for a day 
of Christmas shopping. Also waiting was Don Horanzy, 
White's replacement. And finally, and most impor- 
tantly, there was the bodyguard who had been assigned 
to the position just days earlier after the reported 
threats to the mayor's life from the Peoples Temple. 

White took a seat in front of Cyr Copertini's 
desk and asked to see the mayor. She offered him a 
newspaper brandishing headlines about Jonestown but he 
refused. According to one report, she responded, 
"That's all right. There's nothing in it anyway, 


unless you want to read about Caroline Kennedy having 
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ned twenty-one...It's even more amazing when you 
ink that John-John is now eighteen. "143 Moscone soon 
eared and invited White into his office. After a 
minutes, Copertini overheard a heated conversation 

Moscone asked White into an inner, less formal 
equipped with a bar. He poured two drinks, lit 
Zarette and turned to hand White a glass when he 
1it by two shots that threw him to the floor. Two 
tional shots, fired point blank into his brain, 
red an instant death. 
Though near enough to overhear the argument, 
irtini did not recognize the gunshots. It was a 
ip of City Hall workers who found the mayor's body 
EC moments after he was murdered. The half-burnt 
arette was still in his hand. 
White had since exited through an unmarked door 
iding out into the hallway. He reloaded his revolver 
he made his way down the corridor to the 
ervisors' chambers. As he passed Dianne Feinstein's 
fice, she called to him and he responded, “Well that 
l have to wait a couple of moments. I have something 
do first."144 White entered Room 237, the anteroom 
mon to the small cubicles assigned to the 
Mervisors. Harvey Milk and Carl Carlson were about 
leave for the bank when White arrived and asked to 
Sak privately with Milk in his old office. Soon 
ter, five shots rang out. Carlson and Feinstein 
Scovered the body of Harvey Milk. 

White proceeded to Room 250, where he demanded 

car keys from Denise Apcar. He left City Hall by 
y of the locked side doors and drove to a phone booth 
the corner of O'Farrell and Franklin Streets where 
‘called his wife at the Hot Potato. He said something 


iS wrong and that she should meet him. 








The deaths occurred between 10:55 and 11 AM. 
At 11:20 AM, Dianne Feinstein announced that Mayor 








Moscone and Supervisor Milk had been murdered and that 
the suspect was Dan White. At 11:25 AM, Dan White, 


accompanied by his wife, surrendered to the Northern 






Police Station where he had once worked. His old 






friend, Frank Falzon, and homicide detective Edward 





Erdelatz read White his rights and taped his twenty- 






four minute confession. It has been reported that 






Falzon was the first policeman at the murder scene. 





But it has never been established why Falzon left City 






Hall to return to the Northern Police Station. Not only 





did they not interrogate White but they interrupted his 






confession at the most critical times. Falzon's and 





Erdelatz's unprofessional handling of the confession 


would later be a major scandal in the case. Dan White 






claimed that he blacked out while being driven to City 





Hall and had no recollection of the events that 
followed. 
District Attorney Joe Freitas, who (like Mayor 







Moscone and Assemblyman Agnos) owed his public office 






to the electioneering efforts of Jim Jones, would 






prosecute Dan White. Freitas, who was in Washington, 






D.C. discussing the Jonestown tragedy with federal 






authorities at the time of the assassinations, flew 






back to San Francisco to conduct the murder 






investigation. 


Reactions to the assassinations were surpri- 






singly consistent in their reference to Jim Jones. At 









a City Hall memorial service, Acting Mayor Dianne 


Feinstein read a prepared statement designed to rebuild 





San Francisco's spirit. 
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The murders of Mayor George R. 
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey 
Milk shock and pain us all. In 
the wake of the tragedies in 
Guyana, this additional senseless 
monstrosity seems simply 


unrea].145 


| County Supervisor Gary Giacomini's reaction was 
zal, “Coming on the heels of Peoples Temple, just 
Jo you explain to your kids what government is all 
-2"146 But the most interesting of all comments 
from former California Governor Ronald Reagan, who 
on a tour of European capitals to rally support for 
forthcoming presidential campaign. From his hotel 
in Bonn, West Germany, Reagan told interviewers 


lovember 29, 1978, 


I'll try not to be happy in 
Saying this. He (Jim Jones) 
supported a number of political 
figures but seems to be more 
involved with the Democratic 
party. I haven't seen anyone in 
the Republican party having been 
helped by him or seeking his 
help.147 


the same interview, Reagan went on to describe the 
ths in Jonestown as, "a horrible thing almost 

hout precedent" and the assassination of Moscone and 
as "an individual thing." In addition to being a 
her callous attempt to capitalize politically on the 


igic deaths, Reagan's statements were simply not 
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true. Jim Jones was a registered Democrat but only 
for the last year and a half he lived in the Uniteg 
States. For the balance of his entire adult life, 
Jones was a registered Republican. He reregisteregd as 
a Democrat a few days after he helped Moscone win the 
mayoral election and then only to facilitate his 
promised appointment from a Democratic mayor. Reagan! 
statement that the assassinations were "an individual 
thing" could not be further from the truth. Jonestown 
and the assassination of Moscone and Milk are so 
closely related as to be a part of the same story. Why 
Reagan felt compelled or sufficiently knowledgeable to 
make such a statement, remains a mystery. 

Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of this work 
is its tangential stories and footnotes. On the same 
day as Reagan's interview, from the same city of Bonn, 
Hitler's architect, Albert Speer, broke a thirty-three 
year silence to tell of the Nazis extensive plans, not 
to destroy, but to take over America. 

Most political analysts agreed that the liberal 
cause in San Francisco suffered a twenty year set-back 
with the assassinations of Moscone and Milk. The 
conservative real estate developers, who had nearly 
lost control of the Board of Supervisors, had in the 
end not only maintained a majority but gained a 
sympathetic mayor. Assemblyman Willie Brown said of 
Feinstein, "Dianne as interim mayor makes the best 
sense from every standpoint." He also added that she 
would be "obviously a tough candidate to beat next 
year, "148 She was; she won. After two unsuccessful 
attempts, Dianne Feinstein was mayor of San Francisco 
and would remain so for years to come. In 1984, she 


was nationally recognized as Walter Mondale's second 
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yice for vice presidential running mate; an 
pointment that went instead to Geraldine Ferraro. 
Meanwhile, Dan White was arraigned before 
icipal Court Judge Robert Reynolds, on two counts of 
er. District Attorney Joe Freitas announced the 
ng of the charges. Colleagues had tried to 

ince Freitas to turn the case over to the State 
mney General's office due to his close personal 
itionship with Moscone, Milk and Jones, but Freitas 
ised all such advice. Since Proposition 7 had 

sed into law, Dan White faced a mandatory death 
pence if convicted of killing public officials "to 
Jent the performance of their official duties." 
predictions that White might receive a life 

tence without the possibility of parole, his trial 
med and proved to be more outlandish than any 
culation. 

The defense argued, from behind bulletproof 

Ss, that White suffered "diminished capacity" due to 
itical and economic pressures and a chemical 

jaalance in his body from his gluttonous consumption 
junk food. It was dubbed "The Twinkie Defense." 

ler cross-examination, witness for the prosecution 
ink Falzon became the star character witness for the 
Fense when he praised his old friend Dan White. 

ilzon had lunched with the defense attorney before he 
stified.) Another character reference came from a 
art room spectator, a woman described only as "Sister 
rbara" who wore a swastika and a medallion inscribed, 
itler was Right" in Hebrew. Sister Barbara told 
porters that after a recent memorial prayer service 
"Our Beloved Fuhrer," the local Nazi Party held a 
ayer meeting for Dan White. "I came to the trial 


Cause I care about Dan White. You see, we call him 
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"Gentle Dan.' All over the city you see signs that 
say, 'Free Dan White.' He did what he had to do."149 









The press had long since exhausted appropriate 
adjectives to describe Dan White's behavior in court. 
They called him rigid, robot-like, programmed, 
controlled, automated and zombie-like. The press ther 
shifted their attention to D.A. Freitas but could not 
agree as to whether he was deliberately throwing the 
case or just incompetent. White's motives were never 
stated. The word “assassination" was never mentioned, 
The testimonies of paid psychiatrists were described a 
"disgraceful and sad." The jury found Dan White guilt} 
of two counts of voluntary manslaughter -- comparable 
to a fatal hit-and-run auto accident and extremely 
lenient for what was obviously two counts of 
premeditated murder. San Francisco Supervisor Carol 
Ruth Silver summed up the consensus when she said, “Dan 
White has gotten away with murder. It's as simple as 
that."150 pan White had gotten away with murder on a 
plea of "diminished capacity" that was so legally 
flimsy that soon after his trial, it was outlawed as a 
defense in California courts. 

As soon as news of the verdict reached Harvey 
Milk's old neighborhood, a crowd of angry gays amassed 
on the corner of Castro and Eighteenth Streets. They 


chanted: 


Avenge Harvey Milk 
Avenge Harvey Milk 


Dan White Dan White 
Hit man for the new right 


323 


Dump Dianne 


Dump Dianne 


> crowd numbered 5,000 as it surged up Market Street 
eCity Hall. Unlike the silent, orderly candlelight 
rial to Harvey Milk that followed the same Castro 

















eet to City Hall route, this crowd wanted blood. 

ng the way, they took garbage can lids for shields 
pried concrete projectiles from the pavement. The 
ice were ordered to barricade City Hall and hold 

ir ground at the front doors. The crowd numbered 

00 as it reached those doors for what would be the 
st riot in San Francisco's history. 

Angry gays ripped the ornamental ironwork from 
> front of City Hall and used the spear-like pieces 
battering rams to pierce the police lines and the 
ont doors. The police responded with tear gas, the 
ters with bricks; the police with nightsticks and 

> rioters with fire, setting ablaze several police 

rs parked around City Hall. The violence escalated. 
inne Feinstein moved into an inner office as not even 
` second floor windows were safe from the hurled 
icks. Eventually the crowd disbanded but not before 
Flicting an estimated $1 million damage to City Hall. 
elve police cars were gutted by fire, many literally 
ew up when the gasoline tanks exploded. Sixty-one 
lice officers were hospitalized as were over one 
nadred demonstrators. There were very few arrests as 
e€ police preferred to deliver their own form of 

reet justice with nightsticks. Miraculously, no one 
5 killed. The May 21St assault on City Hall was 

rst referred to by the press as the "Twinkie Riots" 
the name that endured was the "White Night Riots;" 
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a reference to Dan White and to Jim Jones' "White 
Night" suicide ritual. 

From the first day of his incarceration, Dan 
White received preferential treatment from the police 
and prison authorities, many of whom reportedly 
considered him a hero in their right-wing cause. Whi 
was segregated from the general prison population andi 


granted every request, short of his release. He had 







been sentenced to serve a seven year, eight month term 
at Soledad State Prison. Despite his "diminished 
capacity" defense, an examining prison psychiatrist 
determined that White needed neither treatment or 
therapy. He was even allowed conjugal visits from his 
wife. The couple spent many weekends in a mobile home 
parked within the perimeter of Soledad. During one 
such visit, Mary Ann conceived a child born with Down's 
Syndrome, a condition that may have been the result of 
Dan's possible drug-induced chromosome damage. On 
January 5, 1984, as if to herald the Orwellian Year, 
White was paroled, having served five years in a 
“country club" for what, by law, should have been the 
death sentence. A target for assassination himself, 
White lived out his year's probation in Los Angeles 
County in total seclusion, under an assumed name, 
sporting a new beard and often wearing disguises. He 
did not work and was supported by the profits from the 
Hot Potato and a "family support fund set up by 
friends" soon after his arrest. As soon as his 
probation ended in January 1985 and White was allowed 
to leave California, he traveled to his grandmother's 
native Ireland to finalize plans to relocate his family 
there far out of the reach of those who might seek 
revenge. He remained in Ireland until late summer 


when, in spite of the obvious dangers, he returned to 
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family home in San Francisco. Many believe that he 
d abandoned his plans to leave the country and 

signed himself to living in total seclusion in San 
ncisco but actually White was quietly settling his 
iness and preparing to move his wife and children to 
and when he was killed. 

On October 21, 1985, Dan White was found in the 
age of his home dead from carbon monoxide poisoning. 
the time of the alleged suicide, his wife Mary Ann 

| teaching at the Treasure Island Navy Base. 

lowing her husband's arrest and conviction, Mary Ann 
no longer accepted in the local San Francisco 

9001 District so the federal government came to her 

d and offered her a position teaching the children of 
Jy personnel stationed at the nearby base. 

After examining the body, the garage, the car 

d the garden hose run from the exhaust pipe through a 
idow, the San Francisco police chief would say only, 
raw your own conclusions." In a prepared statement 
the press, Mayor Feinstein said, "This latest 

agedy should close a very sad chapter in this city's 
story." Feinstein's wishful thinking was wrong. 

ite's death, whether murder or suicide, should not 

se the story as the whole truth about Moscone, Milk, 
ite, Jones and the CIA has yet to be told. 

Jim Jones was the predominant force behind the 
cess of George Moscone and many failures of Harvey 
Ik, having supported the former and opposed the 

tter. The lives of these three men had been closely 
tertwined for four years and their near concurrent 
aths is evidence that Jones had not only engineered 
eir public careers but terminated them as well. The 
eory is not only possible, but probable, as its most 


ithoritative proponents were Moscone and Milk. 
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There is absolutely no record of Jim Jones oy 
his Peoples Temple ever having anything to do with Dan 
White, which is somewhat suspicious in itself, 
considering the major influence Jones exerted in San 
Francisco politics. True, White came to the public's 
attention in mid 1977 as Jones was preparing to leave 
for Guyana, but the two did co-exist in the same 
political arena for some time, yet the Peoples Temple 
neither supported nor opposed Dan White's campaign. 
Jones' indifference might have been intentional. 

It is not a foregone conclusion that White 
murdered Moscone and Milk. After all, the only 
eyewitness was Dan White himself and he claimed to have 
blacked out on the way to City Hall and remembered 
little that transpired there. He confessed to hearing 
strange noises as he moved in a daze through the 
assassinations. "It was like a roaring in my ears," he 
said. Consider for a moment the possibility that Dan 
White was hypnotized or brainwashed during his "missing 
year" by Jim Jones or someone else. Easily swayed, he 
may have been manipulated into his financial 
difficulties, his resignation, and subsequent demand 
for reinstatement. He did not have to be programmed to 
kill on command, only to fall into a hypnotic trance 
when someone uttered the code word or phrase that 
unlocked a subconscious suggestion. Was it chance that 
a City Hall workman allowed White to crawl through a 
basement window? Was it chance that other workers 
allowed him to pass through the locked doors that lead 
to the mayor's suite? These workers were close enough 
to the killing to be the first to discover Moscone's 
body yet none of them reportedly saw or tried to stop 
Dan White's exit. Who were these unidentified 


"workmen" and why were they free to pass unannounced if 
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j out of the mayor's office? It would seem to be a 
Tible breach of security considering that Moscone 
t his life was being threatened by the Peoples 

me, Security, in general, at City Hall was tight 
a year and a half earlier when another workman, a 
ber named Walter Jones, wandered into Moscone's 
ce with a loaded revolver. He was promptly 

ested and sentenced to serve ninety days in jail. 
incident, along with the several bomb threats 
inst Feinstein and Barbagelata, prompted the 
fallation of metal detectors and additional guards 
t, in the end, presented little or no obstacle to 
White. Was there another "workman" waiting in 
te's old office? Workmen were in his office that 
rning, at least to remove his name plate from the 
or. It is possible that Dan White stumbled through 
2 assassinations at City Hall while someone else, 
thaps a "workman," actually pulled the trigger that 
lled Moscone and Milk. It is possible that White 
Id the truth. 

The first question asked by any homicide 
tective is, What could possible be the motive for 
rder? It has been surmised that Dan White's motive 
3 an uncontrollable anger he felt towards Moscone and 
Ik for conspiring to not reappoint him, but this 
ems unlikely. Murdering the mayor and supervisor 
uld not get White his job back, a job he cared so 
ttle about that he had resigned only a few weeks 
Tlier. Actually, his "diminished capacity" defense 
necessary to justify why White thought he had good 
ason when the facts indicate he did not. The 
llowing conclusion is submitted as several more 


lausible motives for the assassination. 
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It is highly probable that, at some point in 
their close political relationship, Moscone learned 
that Jim Jones was working for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. This could have happened in the very beginning 
when Jones was introduced as one with the power to get 
Moscone elected mayor or it could have happened later 
in the relationship when Moscone shared private 
conferences with Jones and the top ranking Washington 
politicians like then vice presidential hopeful, Walte; 
Mondale. As one of the few outsiders in a position to 
know Jones' ultimate secret, Moscone would have posed 4 
potential threat to the agency in the aftermath of 
Jonestown. Appalled by the federal government's 
sponsorship of such an atrocity, Moscone might have 
gone public with the information, even though doing so 
would probably mean exposing his own involvement in 
fixing the 1975 election. If Moscone did pose a 
serious threat to the security of the Jim Jones/CIA 
connection, he did so for only nine days. 

Milk could have been killed for similar 
reasons. Though he was opposed by Jones, Milk's 
political savvy might well have helped him to identify 
the true nature of his enemy. He may also have been 
killed just to disguise the murder of Moscone, shifting 
the obvious motive from the Peoples Temple to Dan 
White's political problems. But overall, if the CIA 
had a reason to kill Harvey Milk, it would have been 
homosexual in nature as this was the predominant 
characteristic of Milk's public career. 

The CIA has always gone to great lengths to 
explain that they will not employ homosexuals because 
they are highly susceptible to being blackmailed into 
working for a foreign country. As is the case with most 


of the agency's exaggerated rhetoric, the CIA's 
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tements about homosexuals are exactly opposite the 
th. True, homosexuals are blackmailed into service 
ntelligence agencies but, like any competitive 

, the intelligence game is fought with certain 

; and techniques common to all players. Actually, 
SIA realizes that the agents most vulnerable to 
mail are parents, whose children can be used to 

ce them into co-operating. Homosexuals, on the 

r hand, do not generally foster children, raise 
lies or have more than a distant relationship with 
ers of the family into which they are born. 
identally, the technique of blackmailing homosexuals 
} the CIA only works in the United States. 
sexuality does not carry a sufficient stigma in 
oọopean societies to blackmail a person. The 
Cariousness of the technique might well be the heart 
the conflict between the CIA and Harvey Milk. Milk 
receiving increasing national media attention as 
country's first openly gay politician who advocated 
t gays nationwide should follow his lead, "come out 
their closets" and assert their rights as 

Osexuals. The focal point of Milk's country-wide 
paign would have been his proposed gay rights march 
Washington, scheduled for the fourth of July, 1979. 
Milk had lived and succeeded in encouraging millions 
Americans to step forward and admit they were gay, 
effect might have been to alter the national 
Sciousness and eliminate the stigma associated with 
hosexuality in America. The CIA would then stand to 
e its stranglehold on the thousands of agents they 
fe blackmailed into service. This alone is more than 
Eficient motive for the CIA to kill Harvey Milk. 
Finally, it might have been the CIA's hometown 


mal, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
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prompted the agency to murder Moscone and Milk. At tha 
time of the assassinations, there were no fewer than 
three separate FBI investigations into the main 
characters of this story: Moscone, Milk, and White, 

Moscone was the subject of an ongoing FBI 
investigation into an illegal $10,000 campaign 
contribution he received from the Summa Corporation 
that was considered to be a political pay-off. Summa 
Corporation is a well known joint venture between 
Howard Hughes and the CIA and any investigation into 
the company's illegal support of Moscone would 
certainly boil down to a question of the CIA's illegal 
support of Moscone. The investigation, which was 
receiving an increasing amount of news coverage, might 
have lead the FBI to uncover yet another agent of the 
CIA who had given illegal support to Moscone; namely 
Jim Jones. The FBI investigation into Moscone's 
association with Summa Corporation ended abruptly with 
his death. 

In a separate investigation, the FBI was 
gathering information on Moscone's and Milk's attempt 
to obtain federal funding for their proposed gay 
community center in San Francisco. Milk laughed off 
the investigation, never considering the FBI to be a 
direct threat to him, nor did he consider his proposal 
for government sanction of a gay community center to be 
a direct threat to the status quo of the CIA. 

The FBI's third investigation was into the Pier 
39 scandal, and Dan White was the prime suspect in what 
had every appearance of being a political pay-off. The 
probe, which the FBI files noted "should not be 
discussed outside the bureau," officially ended when 
White was arrested for murder. No explanation for 


closing the case has ever been given; other than that 
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ite then faced more serious charges. It is possible 
at Dan White had been convinced to resign as 

ervisor and pursue the more lucrative Hot Potato 
Dianne Feinstein had helped him to acquire. After 
esigned he was told that the FBI investigation 
result in his losing his new business, so he 
mpted to regain his only other source of income by 
anding to be reinstated in his City Hall job. His 
stration and anger may have been a result of the 
lization that he had been manipulated into a no-win 
uation. Dan White was a notoriously poor loser. 

The basic premise of this chapter is that Jim 
es, or his superiors at the CIA, ordered the deaths 
Mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk just 
ne days after Jones ordered the destruction of 
1estown. They had the close association, the 
gortunity, the ability and more plausible motives 
that of the convicted assassin. Though it may 

yer be proven in a court of law, this theory survives 


se scrutiny. 
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PUBLICITY, PROVOCATEURING AND POLITICAL POWER 
















If Jim Jones had his way history would remember 
as a psychopathic communist whose drug-induced 
anoia triggered the mass suicide of his followers. 
iing could be further from the truth. Anyone who 
studied Jones knows that he projected an image to 
public that was almost exactly opposite reality and 
c unravelling the cloaks of illusion that surrounded 
Might well be compared to viewing the dance of the 
en veils. As each veil is removed another is 

sed; a veil on top of a veil, on top of a veil... 
date, many of Jones false covers have been exposed 
unlike the dance of the seven veils, researchers 
had no prior indication of the number of covers 
surrounded Jones and have fallen short of 

Baling his bare essence; that is, until now. 

In the last year and a half of his public 

eer and especially in the last six months, Jones 

t out of his way to give the impression that he was 
Ommunist. Temple aide Deborah Layton courted the 


Sian and Cuban embassies in Guyana; she volunteered 
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her help in planning their local May Day celebration 
and arranged for their officials to attend social 
events in Jonestown. Despite the fact that Jonestown 
had the finest medical facilities in Guyana, Jones 
insisted on retaining a doctor from the Russian embas 
as his personal physician. Russian language classes 
were compulsory for Jonestown residents as Jones 
claimed the group might one day immigrate to the 
U.S.S.R. “What about Russia?" was the main objection 
presented by a Jonestown woman on the tape recording « 
the final White Night. What about Russia, indeed. 
Jones began the deceit in San Francisco when he 
befriended Angela Davis, a prominent figure in the 
American Communist Party. He continued the cover in 
Guyana, when he persuaded the Russian News Agency TASS 
to publish an article about Jonestown. In the rubble 
of the aftermath, several taped sermons and Jones' 
dictated memoirs were found to contain claims that the 
preacher was a Communist since his work in the 
Brazilian coup d'etat fifteen years earlier. And then 
there was the matter of Mike Prokes, a high ranking 
Temple aide whom Jones sent to the Russian Embassy on 
the day of the final White Night with $30,000 that 
supposedly represented the Temple's wealth being 
returned to its sponsors. Considering the Temple's $50 
million net worth and the millions in cash in 
Jonestown, $30,000 can only be seen as a token gesture 
intended to give the impression that Jones was somehow 
affiliated with the Russians. To dispel one of his 
outermost covers, Jones was not a Communist. Actually; 
judging from the politicians and governments he 
supported as well as the "government" he created in the 


Peoples Temple, Jones was a fascist. 
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Another, perhaps more effective, cover was that 
es was an insane drug addict, an image that even 
permeates public opinion. It was based largely 
is attempt to provide a logical explanation to what 
new would be viewed as the very illogical demise of 
followers. 

Jonestown was a pharmaceutical field test so 

e was a disproportionately large amount of drugs in 
community, but the drugs were intended for the 
guinea pigs and not Jones, whose heightened 
eness of the potential dangers prompted him to 

ain from tobacco, alcohol and even moderate drugs 

> aspirin. Though he would often make reference to 
imaginary drug habit, the only pills he took were 
amin and sugar pills. 

Jones' insanity plea was a well-organized 
usion that began in San Francisco when a Temple 

e€, who had been instructed to locate some papers, 
pened upon a psychiatrist's report stating Jones was 
Sychopath. The report, found hidden behind a couch, 
a fake. Jones would never have agreed to a 
rhological evaluation nor would he have treated such 
liscrediting piece of evidence so carelessly. The 
eventually defected from the Temple to present her 
covery to the public which was exactly the 
sdetermined result that Jones desired. As Jonestown 
ired its finale, he tape-recorded several of his 
ng-winded sermons; recordings that survived the 

rhage as evidence that the ranting and raving 

Sacher was a madman. He also performed crazed dances 
th live snakes for video cameras. The film of these 
ttle stage performances also conveniently survived 
carnage, as did several witnesses who claimed Jones 


Mtinually warned that there was a CIA agent behind 
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every tree surrounding the jungle community. Actually, 
Jones was quite knowledgeable in the field of 
psychology and along with the professional staff of 
psychologists employed in Jonestown, he was able to 
create a medically accurate picture of a deranged dry 
addict, a self-created image that survives today as 
most Americans think of him as just another "crazy 
Caliiornian..” 

The Temple's California corporate charter 


clearly states in Article 10: 


No substantial part of the 
activities of this corporation 
shall consist of carrying on 
propaganda, or otherwise attemp- 
ting to influence legislation, 
and the corporation shall not 
participate or intervene in any 
political campaign on behalf of 


any candidate for public office. 


Article 10 was a joke for, as with the other images 
Jones projected to the public, the truth was exactly 
the opposite. The Peoples Temple was an army of 
political campaign workers that swayed and even fixed 
elections, advised politicians on pending legislation, 
proposed appointments and controlled virtually every 
political arena they entered. They were careful not to 
run any Temple members for public office but scores 
were appointed to strategic positions in government by 
politicians indebted to the Temple for their campaign 
efforts. The Peoples Temple exerted a considerable and 
often underrated political influence on a local, statés 


national and even international level. 
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Internationally, Jones was renowned in certain 
recles of the CIA as the agency's foremost authority 
the politics of the Caribbean which, in the broad 

se envisioned by President Kennedy, included the 

h American country of Guyana. His early 

gnments in Cuba, Guyana (then British Guiana) and 
il established Jones as a right-wing conservative 
his support of the Brazilian military coup, his 
sition to the left-wing government of Cheddi Jagan 
uyana and his organization of anti-Castro Cubans. 
cover varied from one of a socialist to one of a 
munist, depending on what the situation required, 
the results of his activities always benefitted the 
cist faction and were generally within the reported 
ectives of the CIA. 

The political history of the capital city of 
George's, Grenada, bears a striking resemblance to 
t of Georgetown, Guyana. The Caribbean countries, 
former British possessions, gained their 
l€pendence within eight years of each other. Both 
9erienced a brief period of communist control before 
\—sponsored coups installed governments that were 
pathetic to, if not controlled by, the United 

ites. Also, more pertinent to this story, both 
yvernments in the course of their evolution were 


gely influenced by one particular CIA operative: Jim 


Eighty miles off the coast of Venezuela lies 
y tiny nation of Grenada, a volcanic island paradise 
scovered by Christopher Columbus in 1498. Centuries 
exploitation from the Spanish, the British and the 
ench have exterminated the native Carib peoples and 
ansformed the island into a spice producing, health 


pleasure resort with the perfect climate, lush 
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tropical flora, exceptional bathing beaches and hot 


springs. Grenada became a British possession in 1783 


during the period immediately following the American 
revolution when England sought to secure aS many 


colonies as possible in the New World following their 


loss of the United States. It was also during this 


period that Britain annexed British Guiana (Guyana). 
Grenada remained a British 


For nearly two centuries, 
1974, when the island 


possession until February 7, 
gained its independence under a government headed by 
an unlikely statesman. 


Prime Minister Eric Gairy, 
a Rosicrucian who 


Gairy was a street corner eccentric, 


experimented with astral projection and soul travel, 


practiced a form of witchcraft called "Obeah" and 


counted the Reverend Jim Jones among his friends. 


On May 7, 1977, Jones, his wife Marceline, 


attorney Tim Stoen and several Temple aides traveled to 


Grenada to meet with Prime Minister Gairy and to 
deposit one million dollars in the cash-poor Grenada 
banks. Jones also initiated negotiations to purchase 


the Grenada Holiday Inn; the largest hotel on the 


island. Less than a month later, Gairy traveled to the 


United States to meet, not with officials in 
Washington, but with Jim Jones in San Francisco where 
he was photographed in the Peoples Temple with Jones, 


San Francisco Mayor George Moscone and California 


Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally. Jones introduced 


Gairy to his congregation as "the valiant black leader 
arrested fifty-one times for resisting colonialism, 


internationally respected and recognized for his 


achievements."1951 If Gairy was arrested for resisting 


colonialism, it was by the British which presents a 


paradox as he then flew to London to receive an award 


from Queen Elizabeth. Sir Eric Gairy then set out on 2 
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culiar campaign to discredit himself. Three weeks 
iter he opened the United Nations general assembly 

h a plea for an international investigation into 
Ing Saucers. Rumors began to circulate that Gairy 
recruited a secret police force from Grenada's 

jon to torture and kill his political opponents. In 
event, the oppressive government of this staunch 
-socialist was overthrown on March 13, 1979 by a 
el insurrection headed by a London-educated lawyer, 
rice Bishop. Gairy was in New York at the time. 
hin a few months, Prime Minister Bishop announced 
Russia and Cuba had agreed to provide physical and 
lancial assistance to build the one thing Grenada 
aded the most -- a military jetport. 

For the next four years, from five hundred to 
. thousand Cubans labored to construct a 10,000 foot 
rstrip bridging two peninsulas in the southwest 

rner of the island while a comparable number of CIA 
eratives, under the cover of medical students, 
Mitored their progress from the True Blue campus of 
George's Medical College located at the end of the 
mway. One of the American leaders was John Pfister, 
West Point graduate, a foreign service agent and a 
S. consul in Laos during the Vietnam War. Then in 
late thirties, Pfister, whom Newsweek called a 
lystery man" and whose colleagues nicknamed "Field 
irshal Von Fritz," found it difficult to maintain the 
lage of a medical student, but under that cover he 
ucceeded in establishing a network of agents and at 
fast three radio-equipped command centers on the 
sland. 

By mid-October of 1983, the Cubans had 
Ompleted 95% of the project. Pfister informed his 


Uperiors in the U.S. that the airport would soon be 
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operational and that it was time to begin "Operation 
Urgent Fury;" the code name for the CIA's planned coup, 
On October 13, Prime Minister Bishop was placed under 
house arrest. Six days later he was freed by several 
thousand supporters who carried him to a rally at Fo 
Rupert where he was shot and killed by an unknown 
assassin. President Reagan, citing the ensuing civi 
disturbance as a threat to the safety of the seven 
hundred American “medical students," ordered an 
invasion of Grenada. U.S. troops parachuted onto the 
airport and established headquarters on the True Blue 
campus. Pfister's ham radio operators guided the 
invasion force on their conquering march across the 
island. Operation Urgent Fury was such a success that 
the entire island was taken with the loss of only 
nineteen American lives, and some of those deaths were 
accidental. President Reagan had banned any news 
coverage of the operation so the only reports were from 
the American military and the "medical students" whom 
they had rescued. 

Contrary to Reagan's claim, the invasion of 
Grenada was not prompted by the assassination of Bishop 
and the civil unrest that followed, but by the Cubans’ 
near completion of the military jetport. The CIA 
wanted the strategically located jetport for relaying 
supplies to underground forces they supported in 
Central and South America. They did not want the 
Cubans to control it but were pleased to allow them to 
build it. The first planes to land were U.S. C141 
transports. The CIA wrote Grenada's history; a history 
that ended in a U.S. military take-over but that began 
with the involvement of Jim Jones. Though the federal 
government never openly joined Jones in his support of 


Prime Minister Eric Gairy, they certainly opposed 
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iry's political opponents. Ironically, in the end, 
e occupying U.S. Marines in Grenada set up their 
adquarters in the Holiday Inn; the same Holiday Inn 
just a few years earlier Jones had offered to 
chase, presumably for the CIA station that was 
tually established on the True Blue campus. In the 
srmath of Jonestown, over twenty thousand dollars of 
ple funds remained unclaimed in a Grenada bank. 
Ninety miles south of Grenada lies the capital 
y of Port of Spain, Trinidad, another focal point in 
es' work in Caribbean politics. The Temple's ocean- 
ng ships, that reportedly smuggled everything from 
gS to guns, often called on the Port of Spain. 
lifornia's Lieutenant Governor, Mervyn Dymally, one 
Jones' foremost political allies, was a native of 
inidad as was Shiva Naipaul, an Oxford graduate who 
thored a well-written book on Jonestown published in 
gland under the title Black and White. Though 
teresting in its approach to the subject, Naipaul's 
rk fails to expose Jones' affiliation with the CIA. 
The one country outside the Caribbean that 
ceived the most attention from Jones was Chile. 
ile had been listed as one of the "Nine Places to 
de" in the 1962 Esquire article that had such a 


Ofound effect on Jones career. The article reported: 


The Central Valley of Chile, from 
the modern capital city of 
Santiago south to Concepcion, is 
as fertile and attractive as the 
central valley of Califor- 
nia...where it is possible to 
grow any animal or vegetable one 


might want and to vary it with 
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the rich seafood brought north by 
the Humboldt Current from the 
radiation-free waters of the 
Antarctic... there would be 
friendly and predominantly Euro- 
pean neighbors. "152 


Regardless of any speculation that the Esquire article 
was some sort of coded message for CIA operatives, 
agency personnel did migrate to the South American 
country where they would later be instrumental in the 
murder of Chilean president Salvador Allende and the 
Nazi-like regime that assumed power. Chile was one of 
the sites Jones considered for his South American 
community, but the plan was abandoned early on as 
Jones' reputation as a left-wing humanitarian was more 
valuable to the agency in that he could befriend the 
deposed Chilean government and insure their silence 
regarding the CIA's plot to overthrow them. Central to 
Jones' work as an agent provocateur to the exiled 
Chileans was Laura Allende who, in response to Jones’ 
invitation, visited the San Francisco Peoples Temple 
where he introduced her to the congregation, 


I have seen sainted people, 
people that are living epistles. 
And I think Laura Allende is in 
that category. You see other 
people making sacrifices, as she 
is, and you say to yourself, 
‘What less can I do?'153 


Other exiled Chilean officials, like the forme? 


Minister of Finance, were also guests of the San 
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mcisco Temple, which boasted an active role in the 
jean refugee movement. Top Temple aide and 

itical paralegal Jann Gurvich housed at least one 
refugee and eventually relinquished her California 
ment to the Chilean when she left the country for 
town. Somehow, Jones managed to obtain copies of 
an torture films allegedly taken by the CIA during 
Progations conducted in a ship anchored off the 
-of Chile. Though the films have not survived, 

Ss required his congregation to critique the macabre 
es and some of their reports, describing the 

ure of two women, have survived. One victim, who 
pregnant, was given a Caesarean section without 
sthetic while her husband was forced to watch the 
nful death of his wife and child. The other victim 
repeatedly raped by a team of trained police dogs. 
es used the torture films as evidence of the true 
ure of the CIA; a terror tactic intended to frighten 
congregation into remaining under his "protection" 
the Peoples Temple. Jones' relationship with the 
led Chilean government undoubtedly provided the CIA 
valuable information and helped to suppress 

ries of the agency's involvement in their overthrow. 
On a national level, Jones was very close to 

> Oval Office. He first worked in the Eisenhower 
linistration planning the Bay of Pigs invasion of 

Ja, he was number two man in President Kennedy's 
tish Guiana operation and boasted that Lyndon 

Anson was a member of the Disciples of Christ, the 
AOMination that had ordained him a minister. He 
rked for the election of Richard Nixon and counseled 
on a Supreme Court appointment. He advised Carter 
Mondale on U.S./Cuban relations and provided over 


of their campaign volunteers in California. 
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Statewide, in California, Jones worked Closely — 
with then Governor Ronald Reagan and his successor 
Jerry Brown. Brown often attended services at the 
Peoples Temple as did Lieutenant Governor Mervyn 
Dymally, who visited Jonestown on two separate 
occasions. California Assemblyman Willie Brown, Art 
Agnos and Senator Milton Marks were also supportive 
Jones' work. 

In San Francisco, Jones directed the massive 
voter fraud that resulted in the election of Mayor 
George Moscone, Sheriff Richard Hongisto and District 
Attorney Joe Freitas. He also had at least a working 
relationship with City Supervisor Dianne Feinstein anc 
City Manager Thomas Mellon. 

Jones claimed that the Peoples Temple had 
helped every political prisoner in the United States. 
His statements are only partially true. He did have a 
relationship with nearly every political activist in 
the country but his intention was not to help them but 
to spy on their activities. With his left-wing 
humanitarian image, Jones was in the perfect position 
to play the role of an agent provocateur to the radica 
element in the country. Among the many domestic 
political activists courted by Jones were Angela Davis 
(head of the U.S. Communist Party), Jane Fonda and her 
husband Tom Hayden, Cesar Chavez, (leader of the United 
Farm Workers) and Dick Gregory, to mention just a few. 

Since Jones' work in the agency was primarily 
concerned with the control of Black and Native 
Americans, it was only logical that he would infiltrate 


their existing organizations to learn as much as 





possible about their leaders, plans, and aspirations. 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 


People (the NAACP) was an obvious objective. Jones, 
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adopted son, Johnny, and several Temple aides were 
sted to the board of directors of the NAACP as the 
les Temple controlled several hundred of the two 
and member votes in the local San Francisco 

or. Eventually, Jones would exert such a 

dous influence on the NAACP that the Black 

rship began to question the motives of this 

Sian leader of their organization. Jones' control 
e NAACP would wane but remain sufficient for him 

» recommended for the distinguished "Martin Luther 
Humanitarian of the Year" award in 1977. 

The Black Muslims' Temple was several doors 

the street from the Peoples Temple in San 

cisco and Jones often took the opportunity to 

art a Temple contingent to the Muslim services and 

7 reciprocated. He had so gained their trust as to 
invited to give the keynote address to the 20,000 
attended the Muslims' Spiritual Jubilee held in Los 
eles in 1976. Of the several dozen dignitaries on 
Stage of the Los Angeles Convention Center, Jones' 

i the only white face. 

Certainly the Black Panther Party did not 

ape Jones' attention. The complicated and often 
fusing story begins, for lack of a better place, 

a California conspiratorialist writer named Donald 
ed. Freed had co-authored a book entitled Executive 
tion with the country's foremost authority on CIA 

B nations, Memphis attorney Mark Lane. Freed was 
5O the leader of "Friends of the Black Panthers," a 
icasian group of intellectuals who sympathized with 
at, despite public opinion, was a very valuable 
Panization. When the co-founder of the Black 
Bs, Huey Newton, was wrongly accused of crimes in 


Mifornia and fled in exile to Cuba, it was Donald 
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Freed who recommended that he retain attorney Charles 
Garry as counsel. Charles Garry, who represented 
Johnny Spain, a Black Panther defendant in the San 
Quentin Six trial, encouraged Newton to remain in Cuba 
something that eventually would have totally ) 
discredited Newton. Political paralegal and Temple g 
Jann Gurvich worked in Garry's office to keep a finge 
on the pulse of the story. About this time, Jim Jones 
entered the story when he traveled to Havana, Cuba, fo 
the express purpose of meeting with Huey Newton. What 
transpired is not known, but upon his return, Jones 
would criticize Newton in what may or may not have been 
intended as "private meetings"with his top aides. Jones 
also recruited Newton's nephew, Stanley Clayton, into 
the Peoples Temple probably as a bargaining chip. 


Newton would ignore Garry's advice and return to the 


U.S. to face charges of which he was acquitted. Garry | 
went on to represent Jim Jones, along with Donaid "| 


and Mark Lane, whom Jones hired to sue the CIA and 


other federal agencies for their alleged harassment of 


the Peoples Temple. Jones obviously used his attorneys 
to give the impression he was opposed to the CIA. 


There were aS many agents provocateur (under the i 
COINTELPRO project--a federal government attempt to | 
discredit and destroy organizations like the Black 
Panthers) as there were legitimate workers in the Black 
Panthers and researchers in the CIA conspiracy field. | 
It is very difficult to assess who was working for whom 
but, in the final analysis, there were only four people 
who were allowed to overtly escape Jonestown after the — 
mass suicide had begun; Charles Garry in the company of 
Mark Lane, and Stanley Clayton in the company of Odell 
Rhodes, a Special Forces Green Beret who was once the 


majordomo of what was then President Kennedy's military 
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roject. What Jones was trying to accomplish with 
Black Panthers is not known. It suffices to say 
he courted a close relationship with the Black 
ers to monitor their activities for the CIA. 
Another target of Jones' work as an agent 
ateur was Dennis Banks, leader of the American 
Movement (AIM). After having played a major 
the 1973 Indian uprising in Wounded Knee, South 
Banks had fled to California where he fought 
Jiction to South Dakota and what he believed would 
rtain death. His fears were not unfounded as his 
fendant, Russell Means, who surrendered to the 
rities, had been the victim of a near-fatal knife 
in a South Dakota prison. 
Dennis Banks was in deep trouble. His 
fornia sanctuary was in question, his children were 
ed into hiding on a reservation in Oklahoma and his 
Ka-mook, and the couple's newborn child had been 
isoned in Oregon. In addition to all this, he was 
g plagued with a rash of spies, informants and 
S9cateurs from the Treasury department and 
icularly from the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
eco and Firearms. Amidst this, the most critical 
od in Banks' life, entered the one man with the 
to resolve all his problems at once: Jim Jones. 
Jones introduced himself as a clergyman who had 
uraged American Indians into his fold. They knew 
as a man who often boasted of a Cherokee ancestry 
his mother's side of the family. Though his facial 
tures resembled the classic Native American, Jones' 
ims of Indian heritage have never been accepted 
Side the Peoples Temple. Characteristically, he 
whatever was required for a particular situation, 


this case to gain a representative sampling of 
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Native Americans and the confidence of their national 
leader, Dennis Banks. Jones assured Banks that through 
his connections in Sacramento he could arrange to stay 
any attempts to extradite him to South Dakota. He alse 
paid the $19,500 bail to free Banks' wife and child an 
arranged for the entire family to be reunited in 
California where, in an address to the Peoples Temple 
the Indian leader expressed his appreciation. "A week 
ago, my wife was behind an iron door, my children in 
Oklahoma. You, in your love, have moved the iron 
door."154 Banks honestly felt indebted to Jones but h 
began to question the motives of this self-appointed 
Caucasian patron of the Indian cause. Perhaps it was 
Jones' unexpected generosity or his many questions 
about AIM or the fact that the Treasury Department had 
stopped their harassment as soon as Banks had aligned 
himself with Jones but, nevertheless, Banks' suspicions 
threatened to expose Jones' work with the federal 
government. The possibility that Banks might discover 
that Jones was a CIA operative forced the agency to 
classify him in the negative. Whether he lived or died 
depended largely on David Conn, a Treasury agent 
(according to a sworn statement signed by Banks and 
corroborated by others including Conn's ex-wife, Donna, 
who once said of the couple's employment with the 
Treasury Department, "We both have high priority 
numbers." David Conn was employed as a surveyor at the 
Chevron Oil Refinery in the San Francisco East Bay. He 
counted Temple members Elmer Mertle, Grace Stoen and 
Michael Prokes among his friends. 

In May of 1977, as Jim Jones prepared his 
final departure to Jonestown, David Conn arranged a 
meeting with Dennis Banks in the El Cerrito home of 


Indian leader Lehman Brightman, presumably to discuss 
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5 possible extradition to South Dakota. At the 
iting, Conn would speak of little besides Jim Jones. 
claimed to be part of an interagency investigation 
9 the Temple's shipment of weapons to Guyana. At 
times, he claimed to have been investigating the 
les Temple for "personal" reasons since about 1970. 
couldn't understand what Jim Jones had to do with 
possible extradition, except that he had promised 
tay any attempts, that is until Conn strongly 
gested that if he wanted immunity from extradition 
first must issue a public statement condemning Jones 
his Peoples Temple. Conn insisted that Banks meet 

very evening with another Treasury agent he 
ntified only as "Jim." Banks refused. The next 
r, Conn phoned to try and persuade Banks to attend a 
iting with the Treasury Department. Banks wanted to 
mg his lawyer. Conn insisted he come alone. Again 
ks refused out of fear he would be kidnapped and 
eased perhaps unharmed but in South Dakota. 
Jones proceeded to teli Banks and others that 
sty Cartmell's Temple intelligence agents had gained 
tess to the crawl space under the home of David 
in's ex-wife to overhear the plans of the Treasury 
ents. Banks fell for the deceit. He had been 
rposely manipulated into believing that he and Jim 
hes shared a common enemy in the U.S. Treasury 
Dartment. Though he probably doesn't realize it, 
iks' acceptance of the charade saved his life for, if 
continued to question Jones' true motives, he would 
ve had to have been killed either before or during 
White Night in Jonestown. 

By early September, Jones had taken his last 

ave of the United States. Banks was left without a 


itron and, due to Conn's proposal, on the horns of a 
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dilemma. He took the only honorable way out and Signed 
a sworn statement on September 6, 1977, attesting to 

what he believed was the Treasury Department's attempt 
to blackmail him into discrediting Jones. 

With the help of Larry Lee Litke, an attorney 
for Alameda County, David Conn went on to co-author ¢ 
book about the Peoples Temple, entitled The Cult That 
Died. Though the work is interesting and rather | 
accurate in its account of Jones' career, it fails to 
expose his employment with the CIA or the true nature 
of the Jonestown massacre. 

In his public career, Jones played the role of 
a communist sympathizer, a socialist, a left-wing 
liberal Democrat, and a humanitarian who championed the 
cause of the Black and Native American people. But in 
reality, for the twenty-five years prior to his rise in 
San Francisco, Jones was a registered Republican whose 
ultra-conservative, right-wing politics were reflective 
of the Ku Klux Klan or the Nazi Party and are best 
evidenced by the fascist form of his Peoples Temple. 
The politics of Jim Jones are those of the son of a 
mid-western, Bible-belt marshall and Ku Klux Klan 
member. Those were his true political roots, which 
surfaced only occasionally, as with his close 
relationship with the head of the John Birch Society in 
California. 

It is difficult to grasp Jones' political 
maneuvering as most of the crucial exchanges occurred 
in private, unreported meetings. But the number of 
important political leaders who accepted him as a 
virtual head of state attests to a power that was 
obviously disproportionate to his ministry. Jones' 
political clout stemmed not from his Peoples Temple but 


from his employer: The Central Intelligence Agency. 


351 





IX OF DOGS AND MONKEYS 
















The public life of Jim Jones began, progressed 
| ended with his manipulation of dogs and monkeys. 
oughout his career, Jones surrounded himself with a 
siety of animals. These were the pet mascots for his 
sliminary experiments in behavior modification that 
Iped him to develop his tremendous power to 

hipulate people. Over the years, these animals 
vided their master with money, recruits, favorable 
Dlicity and security guards for his Peoples Temple. 
helped maintain the fallacy that Jones was a 
Manitarian who suffered constant attacks from racist 
emies. In the final analysis, the Temple's animals 
Ovide an insight into the mind of Jim Jones. Perhaps 
e€ most accurate accounting of the Reverend Jim Jones 
mes from viewing his career through the eyes of dogs 
d monkeys. 

The first congregation of the child preacher's 
retend church" was comprised of several stray dogs 
at young Jim had adopted. His canine congregation 
lowed the Bible-toting boy everywhere he went and 


at patiently whenever he practiced preaching to them. 
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Jones' pretend church grew to include the other 
children in his neighborhood but it remained orienteg 
towards animals as Jim's primary function was to 
conduct funeral services for his playmates' deceased 
pets. Judging from his later treatment of animals, 
is highly possible that young Jim murdered the pets 
just for the opportunity to officiate at the funerals 
Jim Jones learned at an early age that a dead animal 
could give him power over people. 

Years later, in an effort to finance his 
Peoples Temple, Jones embarked on the most absurd fund- 
raising campaign in religious history. He sold live 
Rhesus monkeys door-to-door. According to an interview 
published in the Indianapolis News on December 5th, 
1953, Jones got the idea from an unidentified South 
American student who promised that there was money to 
be made in the monkey business. His first acquisition — 
was a pet chimpanzee that he trained in table manners 
and the use of the toilet. Jones named the chimp 
"Sugar." Sugar enjoyed all the privileges of the other 
members of the household but received most of the 
attention as Jones had began an intensive study in 
primate behavior. Sugar would die of strychnine 
poisoning. By Jones' account, he then imported several 
dozen Rhesus monkeys from South America, Africa, 
Thailand and India, housed them in his garage and sold 
them, one at a time, for $29 each. The local Black 
residents must have been quite surprised to discover 
the young White preacher at their door with a Bible in 
one hand and a live monkey in the other. It was the 
Christmas season and Jones convinced many parents that 
a monkey would make an excellent present for their 
children. The unlikely combination of salvation, 


racial equality and monkeys was successful in raising 
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while providing a foot-in-the-door to recruit new 


ishioners. It was also good publicity; at least for 


A front page article in the Indianapolis Star, 
April 10, 1954, heralded the death of Jones' 
y business. According to the report, Jones had 
oned a recent shipment in the customs warehouse in 
ederal building in Indianapolis when he refused to 
he air freight bill. Of the seven monkeys in the 
3, three had died in transit and the remaining four 
very sick. Despite efforts by the customs 
tials to nurse the four back to health, only two 
ived to be sold at the unclaimed freight auction. 
Bh the article tarnished the preacher's reputation, 
id serve to disguise the true source of the 
eys. 
It would have been impossible for Jones to have 
fitted from the sale of imported monkeys at $29 
1; the cost of the operation was too prohibitive. 
e from the normal business overhead, there was the 
1 cost of international communications, the initial 
ce of the monkeys, the expensive crating and air 
ight to Indianapolis, the high mortality loss in 
ment, the required vaccinations against communi- 
le disease and, of course, bananas, bananas and more 
anas. Jones, whose business background which would 
er build an empire valued between $20 and $50 
lion, would never have sold at a loss. Indeed, he 
sell several dozen Rhesus monkeys for $29 each but 
y had not been imported. Jones had acquired the 
Keys from a domestic research laboratory where they 
e to be used as subjects in medical experiments. 
aring that his association with the research lab 


ght prove embarassing, if not incriminating, Jones 
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staged a media manipulation by ordering a token 
shipment, refusing to accept it and reporting his 
activities to the local newspaper. 

The monkey business was bizarre but important 







as it established Jones' early interest in behaviora] 
science and his covert association with a medical 
research laboratory that apparently was of sufficient 
size that the loss of several dozen lab animals went 
unnoticed. It also attests to his ability to 
manipulate the press, a skill he would later hone to 
perfection, as well as his devious, yet intelligent, 
planning, as this one project built the first Peoples 
Temple with money, parishioners, publicity and purpose 
as the first in many studies in behavior modification. 
In retrospect, the monkey business had all the elements 
of sadistic irony that marked the Temple's future 
projects. Whenever Jones set the record wrong he 
provided posterity with a glimpse of his sick sense of 
humor. The fact that this son of a Ku Klux Klan 
officer bankrolled his self-destructive interracial 
church by selling monkeys to his prospective Black 
victims is, in itself, a racial slur. There is also 
strong symbolism in selling lab animals to finance a 
medical experiment that used "lab people." It was 
almost as if the experiments in behavior modification 
had progressed to the point where Jones, or his 
superiors, said, “Out with the monkeys; in with the 
Blacks" and, with his talent for logical planning, 
Jones accomplished both goals in one step. 

Once he completed the transition from selling 
monkeys to saving Blacks, Jones returned to murdering 
dogs in an attempt to control people. The Indianapolis 
Temple was full of new Black faces but Jones realized 
he needed to do something spectacular to keep their 
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tention and ensure their return. He also knew that 
thing could bind a group closer than the threat of a 
mon enemy. Since their only common enemy was Jim 
es, himself, he proceeded to invent a fictitious 
From the very beginning, Jones claimed that his 
‘rine of racial equality and Utopian socialism had 
s him a target for the racist Ku Klux Klan and Nazi 
fy. According to Jones, he was constantly harassed 
threatening phone calls and night riding vigilantes 
vandalized his parsonage. He tried very hard to 
ress upon his predominantly Black congregation that 
was somehow a champion for their cause. 

Jones had converted his then defunct monkey 
ise into an animal shelter where he fed and found 
mes for stray dogs; one in particular. He brought 

e dog to church services and introduced it to the 
ngregation as a wayward stray that he had 
mpassionately adopted as his personal pet. The 
llowing Sunday morning, the congregation arrived at 
e€ Temple to discover that the building had been 
Ndalized during the night. There was garbage spread 
the front steps and swastikas painted in red on the 
Ors. Over the entrance were written the words, 
igger Lover." The faithful ascended the steps, 

Ssed the garbage, and into the door marked "Nigger." 
| the vestibule they had to side-step the corpse of 
eir preacher's "pet dog." Its throat had been slit 
i the body had obviously been thrown through a nearby 
Oken window. There was a large puddle of blood on 
le floor and, for the first time, the parishioners 
alized that the warnings on the church facade had 
een painted in dog's blood. They proceeded to take 
eir places inside with the uneasy silence of a wake. 


hen everyone was assembled, Jones made his entrance. 
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The air was electrified with anticipation as he walkeg 
stiff, tight-lipped and determined to the pulpit, He 
paused long enough to make eye contact with each of h; 
followers and then, in the loudest voice he could 
muster, he screamed, "Nigger Lover! Nigger Lover! 
better believe I'm a nigger lover!" The audience 
roared in wild applause, spurred on by White 
provocateurs positioned throughout the crowd. Pent 
emotions from years of discriminatory treatment were 
released and focused on this one dramatic incident. 
The scheme succeeded, not only in drawing the 
congregation closer to Jones, but in spreading the wo. 
to other Blacks that the young White preacher was a 
champion of their cause. Blacks flocked to the People 
Temple as a sanctuary from the retribution of an enemy 
that they perceived as growing stronger with each 
passing day. It was amazing what Jones could 
accomplish with a dead dog, a broken window and a few 
cans of garbage. 

When the Temple moved to California in 1965, 





Jones made the trip in the company of his family, his 
Black maid and a stray dog with her litter of puppies 
- all in the same car. The dogs were important as, 

even before he established a permanent headquarters for 
the Temple, he opened another animal shelter. The 
Redwood Valley shelter introduced the Reverend Jones to 





the tiny Northern California community as a civic- 
minded "good Samaritan" and provided an endless supply 
of stray dogs for his use. Once the new Peoples Templé 
building was completed, unseen vigilantes again hurled 
dead dogs onto Temple property. This time, Jones 
blamed the Nazis and the John Birch Society, as the Ku 
Klux Klan was not active in Northern California. He 


used the incident as an excuse to tighten security at 
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church and to explain the high metal fence that was 
ted around the perimeter. The fence apparently did 
jeter the alleged enemies of the Temple as they 

y threw the dead dogs over the gate and onto the 
lawn. Barbed wire was added to the fence, a 
tower was built at the front gate, search lights 
installed and sentries, with trained German 

érds, patrolled the compound twenty-four hours a 
The Redwood Valley Temple evolved to look very 
like a Nazi concentration camp and when anyone 

J why, the answer boiled down to dead dogs. 

Though the dead dog tactic was, once again, 
esSful in achieving the desired results, it was a 
ake for Jones to stage the deceit in California. 

; was a new Peoples Temple, 2,000 miles from the old 
, With a new membership and, according to Jones, a 
set of invisible enemies that, against all odds, 
loyed the same tactics as his alleged enemies in 
janapolis. The use of dead dogs in Indiana as well 
in California provides posterity with an obvious 
that Jones, himself, had perpetuated all the 

ths. Jones realized that most people are as 

alled at the murder of a helpless dog as they are at 
> murder of a fellow human being. With his 
derstanding of human nature, he was able to create 
ttyrs for his cause without risking capital 
hishment. The penalty for killing a dog is, at 

rst, a sharp reprimand from the SPCA and a nominal 
ne from the courts, yet it was just as effective as 

> murder of a human advocate of the Peoples Temple. 
All of the dogs in the Redwood Valley animal 
lelter were put to use. Temple aides would call on 


rospective recruits under the pretext of giving away 
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free puppies from the shelter. Once inside the 
prospect's home, the conversation would change to a 
dissertation on the good works of Jim Jones and an 
invitation to attend the next services at the Temple 
The technique was a variation on the monkey busines 
Indiana but this time the prospective recruits were 
mostly Native Americans as there were very few Black 
living in the Redwood Valley area. Jones would late 
look to the ghettoes of San Francisco and Oakland to 
complete the required number of Black parishioners. 
Temple aide Carolyn Layton provided a record of the 
puppy give-away program in a typed memorandum dated 
June 21, 1973, in which she described a recent 
housecall, 


(basis of C (call) giving away 
puppies--Mrs. S-- wants a 


dog Melvina says)1959 


The older canines in the shelter, which were too large 
for the puppy program, were trained as attack dogs and 
released in the Temple's compound at night. Their 
presence was as effective at keeping parishioners 
inside the building as it was in keeping the alleged 
enemies out. When the Temple moved its headquarters 
from Redwood Valley to San Francisco, Jones ordered Jil 
McElvane and Jack Beam to shoot the thirty or so 
remaining dogs in the kennel and bury them in a large 
pit on Temple property because they had outlived their 
purpose. 

In 1973, Jones acquired a new mascot for his 
Redwood Valley Temple, a young chimpanzee he named "Mr. 
Muggs." Mr. Muggs was introduced to the congregation 
in the first issue of the Temple Reporter, published 


jn the summer of 1973. 


Ond time in his career, 


keley laboratory of Dr. 


d living testimony to Jones' 





According to Jeannie 


Pa member of the Temple's publication staff, 


After thousands of papers had 
been printed and folded, Jim 
found a sentence that had to be 
deleted. We destroyed thousands 
of papers because of that one 
sentence. In an article about 
"Mr. Muggs," the chimpanzee that 
our church had adopted, the 
newspaper stated that Muggs had 
been saved from scientific 
experimentation. Jim was afraid 
that sentence (containing the 
word 'vivisection') might offend 
the scientific community, so we 
had to reprint the entire paper 
Saying that Muggs had been 


“grossly mistreated."196 


ratory that had given Mr. Muggs to him. 


> experiment in Jonestown. 


Lawrence Layton, 


8S was certainly not afraid of offending the 
entific community in general as much as he was 


aid of exposing the particular medical research 


For the 


he had gone to great lengths 
Suppress the identity of the benefactor of his 
keys. In all probability, Mr. Muggs came from the 


the former 


lef of the Chemical Warfare Division, whose family 
yed such a prominent role in the Peoples Temple and 


In addition to serving as the Temple's mascot 


humanitarian heart, 
























Muggs provided another important service to the Redwoog 





Valley compound. Muggs's huge outdoor cage was built 
near the entrance to the estate in order to camouflage 
the guard tower, searchlights and short wave radio 
antenna that were installed on its roof. To outside 
observers, who questioned the concentration camp 
setting, Temple members would respond that the unusua 
structure was not a guard tower but the home of Mr. 
Muggs, the chimpanzee that their beloved leader had 
rescued from a torturous existence at the hands of its 
former owner. 

Sometime in 1974, Mr. Muggs was shipped from 
California to Jonestown with the advance party that 
cleared the jungle floor for cultivation. Following 
the carnage in 1978, Max Krebs, the U.S. Ambassador to 
Guyana from 1974 to 1976, provided a statement to the 
Congressional committee investigating the Peoples 
Temple in which he described his brief inspection tour 
of the early stages of Jonestown. Krebs reported that 
the Americans and the local Guyanese laborers they 
hired toiled to build a town in the muddy, seemingly 
uninhabitable, jungle. He noted that the accomodations 
were primitive, that is, except for the new home of Mr. 


Muggs, of which he wrote, 


-..-the comparatively sumptuous 
roofed cage in which was housed a 
chimpanzee (or some kind of 
primate), reportedly rescued from 
an unkind fate with a circus or 
zoo in California and brought to 


Guyana.1957 
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key words in the testimony are "reportedly 

cued." Krebs, no doubt, received his information 

n a Temple worker who inadvertently perpetuated the 
regarding Muggs' former owner but who could only 
ilate on Jones' explanation that Muggs had been 

sly mistreated." 

By 1977, when Jones and the balance of the 

le pioneers arrived in Guyana, there were several 
living in Jonestown. These were the communal pets 
watchdogs that provided an early warning system 

nst the jaguars that frequently prowled the jungle 
munity at night. On one occasion, Jones boasted to 
isiting dignitary that he had invented a wheelchair- 
e device for three legged dogs. This would not have 
n the first time that Jones amputated an animal's 
as a publicity stunt. 

In the final hour of Jonestown, with most of 
‘residents lying dead in neat, orderly piles, Jones 
his surviving guards were preparing to depart on 
ir planned thirteen mile hike across the Venezuelan 
der when they realized the dogs presented a 

idrance to their eScape as they would undoubtedly 
llow the group into Venezuela rather than remain with 
e nine hundred dead in Jonestown. Jones ordered the 
assembled and shot. Also, in a symbolic move, he 
dered that Mr. Muggs receive a dosage of cyanide. 

zgs died in his cage, as did the other guinea pigs in 
e experiment. The killing of Mr. Muggs and the 
nestown dogs has been reported as evidence that the 
azed Bishop Jones wanted to destroy all life in his 
ngle community, but such was not the case as the 
mmunity's collection of exotic birds was spared. 

Ws later, when the first outsiders arrived to survey 


death scene in Jonestown, they found the birds 
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resting on their perches like silent sentinels above 
the carnage. 

Dogs and monkeys; throughout his career, Jones 
used and abused them to achieve his desired results, 
It is essential to fully understand his inhumane 
treatment of these animals for it was with this same 
ruthless brutality that Jim Jones treated people. 
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IT'S A JUNGLE OUT THERE 


In 1593, after exploring the rain forests and 
annahs of the Northeast shoulder of South America, 
Walter Raleigh wrote: “If God aides me to settle 
lana, Trinidad will be the richest trade center in 
Indies, for if Guiana was one-twentieth of what it 
' supposed to be, it would be richer than Peru." 

this and other encouraging reports, Europe soon 
ght to colonize the sparsely populated region that 
Ntually was subdivided into French Guiana (famed for 
Devil's Island), Dutch Guiana (now known as 

inam) and British Guiana (now called simply Guyana). 
the early 1800's, following the loss of their North 
erican colonies, Britain declared sovereignty over a 
act of jungle about the size of the state of Idaho. 
ison dart guns and arrows were no match for the 

itish musket; there was little or no resistance to 

> take-over and the primitive natives simply 

treated into the interior. British Guiana was rich 
gold, diamonds, manganese, bauxite and timber, but 
re important than its mineral and natural resources 


the tremendous potential for agriculture. The 
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English imported Black African slaves and East Indian 
indentured servants to labor in their lucrative rice 
and sugarcane fields as well as in the colony's mining 
timber and fishing industries. The capital city of 
Georgetown, named for the king of England, was built 
the coast where most of the English enterprises were 
concentrated. Few ventured into the hostile interioy 
Today, most of the 800,000 inhabitants of Guyana are 
the descendants of Black Africans and East Indians wi 
only a few scattered Amerindians: the native people. 
Guyana is the only South American country where Englis| 
is the official language. It is bordered on the south 
by Brazil, on the east by Surinam, on the west by 
Venezuela and on the north by the Atlantic Ocean which 
is the only border that is not contested. It is so 
isolated that there are no roads or railway lines 
connecting it to neighboring countries. 

The political scenario in Guyana that led to 
the Jonestown Agricultural and Medical Mission began in 
1953 when the People's Progressive Party suspended the 
British constitution and, though still a British 
colony, took the first step towards independence. The 
PPP, a coalition of the two major indigenous factions, 
was controlled by Forbes Burnham, representing the 
Blacks, and Cheddi Jagan and his American wife Janet, 
representing the East Indians. A year later a power 
struggle ensued and the two factions split. Jagan's 
socialist PPP maintained control for the next ten years 
while Burnham formed the People's National Congress and 
waited for his turn. His opportunity came in 1963 
when, with the help of the British Colonial Office and 
the Central Intelligence Agency, Burnham was installed 
as Prime Minister. Three years later, Burnham severed 
ties with England, declared independence and renamed 
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country the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. Until 
death in 1985, Burnham remained in power through 
tions that the opposition party claimed were 
dulent. Janet Jagan often cites the example of a 
srious American who appeared in Georgetown just 

to the balloting. She contends he was a CIA 
Itant in election rigging and she is probably 

ct. 

Prime Minister Burnham (who almost everyone 

pt the CIA agrees was a puppet of the CIA) 

julated a masterplan for the 1970's that would make 
decade prominent in his country's history for more 
1 just the Jonestown experiment. He faced several 
lems. Though he controlled the capital city of 
rgetown, that was about the extent of his domain. 

t of the natural resources in the interior were 

ied by foreign business concerns and over 80% of its 
i was claimed by neighboring Venezuela and Surinam. 
farding the former, Burnham nationalized Canadian and 
}. bauxite mining operations and British sugar 
mtations from 1971 until 1976 when the purge of 
teign interests was completed. Nationalizing the 
ling operations of Reynolds Aluminum, Union Carbide 
A Alcan in 1974 is of particular interest to this 
Ory as their mines in Port Kaituma and Mathews Ridge 
fe only about fifteen miles from Jonestown. The Port 
ituma airstrip that served Jonestown, and as a stage 
Congressman Ryan's assassination, was built by 

ese American mining interests to support their local 
erations. Guyana did not immediately profit from 
itionalizing its industries as production ceased due 
> a lack of domestic experience and ambition. 
Guyana's relationship with the United States 


Ontinued to decline until reaching a low ebb in late 
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1976 when, on October 6th, sabotaged Air Cubana Flight 











| 


Barbados. It crashed into the sea. On board the flight 


455 exploded just minutes after taking off from 


bound for Havana were the Cuban National Fencing Team 
a delegation of North Koreans and eleven Guyanese 
diplomats; all 73 passengers were killed. Only eigh 
bodies were recovered. It was the culmination of a 
three-month reign of terror by the Miami-based Cubans 
under the direction of the CIA. The first bombing, 
like the last, was an attempt to down an Air Cubana 
flight but the time bomb exploded on a baggage cart 
the middle of the airport runway. The bomb was on 
time; the plane was late. In September the U. 5S. 
based Cubans claimed responsibility for bombing 
Guyana's consulate in Trinidad; there were no 
fatalities. About the same time, Orlando Letelier, 
former Chilean Ambassador to the United States, was 
killed in a car bombing in Washington, D.C. credited to 
the same group under the direction of CIA mercenaries 
in the service of the new Chilean regime. Finally, the 
exiled Cubans claimed to have downed Air Cubana Flight 
455, using an altimeter instead of a clock for 
detonation. According to a BBC interview, taped days 
before his disappearance, CIA arms dealer Frank Terpil © 
described the agency's common use of this device that 
detonates only when the plane reaches a predetermined 
altitude, insuring total destruction. The altitude | 
detonation device works only in the non-pressurized 
baggage compartment. According to Terpil's last 
testimony, it was quite easy to buy a ticket, check a 
bag with the bomb and never board the plane, or hide 
the bomb in a gift and give it to the intended victim 
or, Since it did not matter, anyone else booked on the 
flight. Terpil admitted to selling such devices. He 
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, admitted that one of his customers was Jim Jones. 
ntually, CIA operative Luis Posada and Miami 

Eist leader Dr. Orlando Busch were jailed in 

sas, Venezuela, charged in the bombing of Air 
Flight 455. In the end they were just two more 
Castro Cuban exiles, sacrificed by the agency that 
ed to support them. 

Fidel Castro held a memorial service for the 

ì victims in which one million Cubans, one-tenth of 
population, gathered in a square to hear their 

sr say, "The CIA is behind all these deeds." 

ington frustrated the situation by delaying several 
before they reluctantly sent their condolences to 
es Burnham at the loss of his ministers. Burnham 
eeded to broadcast a fiery speech in which he 

imed, "The friends of the CIA, the people that are 
sored by the CIA, the people that have been 

Suraged by the CIA, the people who had guns from the 
to invade Cuba in 1961 are responsible." The U.S. 

te Department immediately responded in a note of 
test to Burnham. John Blacken, the U.S. Charge' in 
ana was recalled to Washington as further evidence 
their indignation. Henry Kissinger, dissatisfied 

h the initial State Department response, issued a 
Ond statement referring to Burnham's accusations of 

. complacency in the bombing of Flight 455 as “bold 
ed lies." Three months later and a few days into 
new Carter administration, Blacken was sent back to 
rgetown, ending whatever threat the State Department 
hed to convey and beginning a resumption of normal 
ations that would prove to be very profitable to 


Dictators, like Castro, Burnham and others 


Stalled by the CIA, all seem to follow the same 
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pattern. First, the agency puts their man in power, 
Then, after a few years, an international incident 
serves as a stage to disassociate the leader from his 
CIA sponsors when in reality it was no more than the 
mass murder of his political enemies. For Castro, it 
was the Bay of Pigs. For Burnham, it was Flight 455 
The accepted theory is that the Miami-based Cuban 
terrorists, under the direction of the CIA, sabotaged 
the flight for some unstated Cuban reasons. Though 
loss of the Cuban National Fencing Team was regretable 
from the point of view of a politically-motivated 
terrorist, the deaths were insignificant compared to 
the assassination of the North Korean and Guyanese 
delegations. They were more important to the CIA than 
the Cuban Fencing Team was to the ClIA~backed 
terrorists. Burnham grieved the loudest at the loss of 
the Guyanese delegation (which included the wife of his 
ambassador to Cuba) but in reality their deaths 
improved his political position. He said he somehow 
felt personally responsible as it was he who 
recommended they take, not only that trip, but that 
particular flight. 

The day after the bombing, Jim Jones flew from 
Havana to Georgetown where he surfaced in the offices 
of the Guyana Chronicle. Amid all the activity of what 
must have been a heavy news day, Jones was granted a 
one hour interview in which he claimed to have booked 4 
seat on Flight 455 but had refused to board the plane 
at the last minute following a premonition that the CIA 
would try to kill him. “They've tried to kill me three 
times in the U.S.," he told the reporter who eventually 
wrote glowing accounts of the almost martyr. According 
to Jones, it was a very close call, so close that he 


had even checked his baggage on the flight before 
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iding not to board the plane. His bags were 
stroyed in the explosion. Whether related or not, 
>, account described a Temple Planning Commission 
ting in San Francisco held just prior to Jones' 
in which he passed a note around the table that 
"We now have the last part we need for the bomb." 
the note had circulated, informing some and 
ling others (who would later recount the event), 
burned it. Jones did have the motive, ability 
Opportunity to bomb Flight 455 but, in any event, 
h he and his old friend Forbes Burnham used the 
ident to disassociate themselves from their CIA 
nsors. 

While in Georgetown, Jones met with Burnham, 
finisced about the past and planned the last project 
their long history. Few realize how close the two 
n were. Jones had helped Burnham establish control 
the early 60's and had kept in communication since, 
siting Georgetown and Burnham often. Burnham once 
ciprocated and visited Jones in California but they 
led to keep that a secret. Now, the two set out to 
Ive a recurring problem that had plagued Guyana and 
United States for over a century. 

In Sir Walter Raleigh's time, the term "Guiana" 
compassed Venezuela as well. When Venezuela achieved 
dependence in 1821 no clear border was established 
th British Guiana because the region is a dense 
ngle inhabited only by a small number of apolitical 
tives. In 1840, a British agent surveyed the region 
id published a map which gave Britain all the 
interlands drained by the rivers that emptied into the 
tlantic Ocean along the narrow strip of coastline that 


hey occupied. Venezuela immediately protested British 


ale over an area that their maps referred to as 
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"Venezuela Esperia." England stalled for forty years 
while they tried to fortify the frontier. In 1886, 
Venezuela broke off diplomatic relations with Britain 
and looked to the United States for help. In 1895, 1 
U.S. Congress passed a resolution recommending 
arbitration, which, along with a strong note from t 
Secretary of State, was sent to London. The Britis 
government refused until President Grover Cleveland 
convinced Congress to appropriate $100,000 for an 
independent commission to investigate the dispute. 
British agreed to arbitration with a supposedly- 
impartial Parisian board that eventually awarded most 
of the disputed territory to Britain. And so it was 
that the issue was laid to rest in 1899, only to be 
reborn in 1966 when Venezuela, tempted by the weakness 
of the fledgling Guyanese government, claimed to have 
discovered evidence that the French arbitration board 
was in collusion with the British. They immediately 
invaded Guyana's Northwest territory and occupied the 
river island of Ankoko which Guyana claimed was half 
theirs. A few years earlier, a 166-ounce gold nugget 
had been found on the island. But more important than 
the region's mineral wealth was its potential to 
produce hydroelectric power from a proposed site on the 
Upper Mazaruni that could rival the largest dam in the 
world. With the natural resources and the inexpensive 
energy to convert them into finished goods, this area 
could become a major manufacturing center in a very 
short time. Fortunes were in the balance as the 
tension rose at the border. A war was narrowly averted 
when, in 1970, Venezuela signed the Port-of-Spain 


Protocol agreeing to forego their land claim for twelve 


years to see what, if anything, the new Guyanese 



























ronment would do to develop, or even just occupy, 
disputed territory. 

The conflict was critical, because losing it 
mean losing five-eighths of Guyana. Actually, if 
were to lose all of the land disputes, Guyana 
be reduced to just Georgetown and a small strip 
St because that is where almost all the Guyanese 
> live. In true Caribbean fashion, 95% of the 
ation lives on the coast, occupying 5% of the 

The other 95% of the country, which is mostly 

ı jungle, is inhabited by the remaining 5% and most 
lem are primitive natives. Burnham's problem was 
he could not claim what his people did not 

ess. The Guyanese people are not pioneers. They 
er to accept what exists rather than to build 
ething new and consider venturing into the interior 
‘dangerous. The giant anaconda and boa constrictor 
es as well as the panthers are frightening, but not 
langerous as the alligator, or the brightly colored 
3S that are poisonous to the touch, or the arrows of 
local natives, or the ever-present chance of 

ting hopelessly lost in the tangled underbrush. 

In pursuit of his goal to secure the interior, 
nham formed the Guyanese National Service; a Hitler- 
ith type organization intended to educate "The New 
lana Man" in the hopes that the generation that was 
ling of age would develop the agricultural potential 
the disputed Northwest territory. Service was not 
NMdatory but without it a youth was barred from the 
Untry's only university and any but the most menial 
DS. Land was cleared and outposts, which were more 
litary than agricultural, were built by the young 
lyanese who had been relocated in the jungle in the 


Tvice of their country. After only three years, 
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twenty-five percent of his allotted time, Burnham 


realized the program was failing. In the ranks of the 


National Service, apathy was as common as expertise was 
rare. They lacked the drive of the North American i 
pioneers and what has accurately been defined as 
"American ingenuity." Burnham believed they could 
succeed if his U.S. sponsors would construct a pilot 
project as an example for the young Guyanese to follo 
and who better to help in this endeavor than his old 
CIA buddy, Jim Jones, who arranged to lease a 3,852 


acre tract in the disputed territory, thirteen miles 


from the Venezuelan border. The Peoples Temple 


occupied the site in December of 1973 but the five year 


lease, which expired one month after the massacre, was 


not signed until 1976. There was talk of an additional 


20,000 acres but this was only rhetoric to impress the 
Venezuelans. 

The project's contribution to the security of 
Guyana's interior is best described by Laurence Mann, 
Guyana's ambassador to the United States, in a letter 


he wrote to his Foreign Minister in 1977, 


We have not, of course, told the 
press that the peopling of the 
North West region of the country 
near the Venezuelan front by 
American citizens is a consi- 
deration not to be dismissed 
lightly, since the death of 
American citizens in a border war 
cannot be a matter of indif- 
ference to the Department of 
State. Nor have we told the 
press that Bishop Jones's en- 
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dorsement of the Party, the 
Government, and its philosophical 
objectives is not a matter of 
regret to us.158 


e home on leave in Georgetown, Ambassador Mann 
larly slept with pretty Temple aide Paula Adams; an 
ngement that no doubt pleased Jim Jones. Adams 
ived the events of November 18th. She moved from 
Temple's headquarters into Mann's home where she 
ained for the next five years. In October of 1983, 
la Adams, Ambassador Mann, and their infant son were 
nd dead. All three had been shot point blank. 
ugh the ambassador was probably aware that Jonestown 
a CIA operation, he was not aware of the medical 
eect of the project. But there is strong evidence, 
ler than the well-timed land lease, to suggest that 
‘bes Burnham was cognizant of the date that Jonestown 
ild self-destruct. One month before the massacre, 
Jonestown at its most developed and impressive 
ate, Burnham invited Venezuelan President Carlos 
dres Perez to Georgetown for an interim conference on 
e disputed territory; eight years into their twelve 
ar agreement. After viewing Jonestown from the air 
his flight from Caracas, Perez was given a video- 
ped tour of the jungle community and reminded that 
future advances by the Venezuelans into the 
Sputed region would be met with opposition from not 
ly Guyana but the United States as well. Perez, 
lose country traded with the Russians at the rate of 
300 million annually, did not want Venezuela to become 
le focus of US/Russian hostilities. He ended his 
bate visit by announcing Venezuela's interest in 


inancing the Upper Mazaruni dam in exchange for the 
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privilege to purchase electricity from Guyana, 









Apparently, Perez, and perhaps even his Russian 
business partners, had determined that the inexpensive 
energy to develop Venezuela's own uninhabited interior 
was more important than risking a major internationa 


confrontation by claiming land that they could not 


occupy or develop for profit. Perez stated publicly 


that Venezuela had given up any expectations of ever 
owning the disputed Northwest territory, resolving a 
problem that dated back to 1821; a problem that was 


solved mainly through the presence of Jonestown whict 


with less than four weeks to live, made its last and 


largest contribution to the government of Guyana. 
Jones had secured Burnham's control of five-eighths oj 
Guyana and the CIA's control of Burnham. 

With the tropical sunshine, adequate rainfall 


and virgin soil, Guyana's Northwest territory has the 
if not threeg 


the 


agricultural potential to support two, 
growing seasons. As described in Chapter Two, 
initial phase of the Jonestown Agricultural and Medica. 
Mission was charged in part with clearing a road to the 
encampment where several hundred additional acres were 
cleared for cultivation by slash and burn techniques. 
Temple workers planted a wide variety of crops 
including sugarcane, bananas, citrus fruits, pineapple 
and cassava. 

Cassava, also known as manioc or yuca, is the 
generic name for plants in the genus Manihot of the 
family Euphorbiaceae. Native to tropical South 
America, the bush, which grows to a six foot diameter; 
has long provided the local natives with their main 
staple. There are two varieties of cassava; sweet and 
bitter. Bitter cassava is extremely poisonous, but 
edible, if heated during preparation to evaporate the 
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rocyanic acid. The roots are harvested and grated 
hand. The juice is the main ingredient used to 
pare sauces, an intoxicating beverage and starch for 
Ming. The fleshy part of the root is cooked and 

ı or processed into tapioca or farina, a ground 
that is the flour of cassava bread and cakes. It 
ot Surprising that cassava was the main staple of 
stown, but what is surprising is that they would 
berately cultivate only the poisonous variety. 
Cassava production, along with every other 

ct of Jonestown, was recorded in minute detail and 
lished as a “Progress Report" to Forbes Burnham's 
ernment. One such lengthy report, issued in the 
mer of 1977, was concerned in part with a new type 


cassava mill invented by the Americans. 


-..We can grate 100 pounds of 
cassava in about three minutes 
using the homemade mill. 

We collect bitter cassava 
from the field in open, 50 gallon 
drums, and wash them in the 
trailer wagon through the jost- 
ling action on the way to the 
mill. The grater is a heavy 
table, 3' X 8-1/2', with a hole 
12" X 14" in the middle. Two 
iron pulleys welded together work 
the grater. The grater blade is 
made with a small three-cornered 
file, sharpened to make a small 
hole at half-inch intervals, with 
each row off-set to the last. We 


use a 5 HP electric motor to turn 
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the grater. One person puts the 
cassava in the grater, and 
another uses a cassava root to 
push the cassava against the 
grater. 

Grated cassava comes 
through the bottom of the mill 
into a tub lined with a plastic 
feed bag. This is then lifted 
into the press, which consists of 
two heavy truck wheel rims, 21" 
in diameter, with a solid bottom, 
except for a 2" hole for the 
juice to escape. Cassava is 
pressed against the sides of a 
cylinder which has slits cut 
about 4" apart and 6" in length. 
In the bottom is a set of 5 ribs, 
made of crab wood, 2" square with 
spacing to match. On these ribs 
is placed a lead cylinder to give 
better pressing effect. 

The pressing plate is 
applied using a 10-ton hydraulic 
jack. It is set against a press 
frame made of wood timber. The 
cassava water drains into buckets 
and sits for about 30 minutes to 
let the starch settle to the 
bottom. The water is poured off 
into cooking vats and then boiled 
slowly for a few hours. It is 
strained through cheesecloth, 
then slowly boiled again until 
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cooked down to a heavy syrup 
called cassareep. This is used 
in cooking as flavoring. The 
starch is also used in cooking, 
and to starch clothes. 

The pressed cassava is 
put back through the grater and 
ground again, then dried on the 
floor. It is now about 40% of 
its original weight, and is mixed 
into pig feed. About 1,000 
pounds of cassava produces 170 
ozs. Of cassareep; 100 pounds of 
cassava will make 50 cassava 

breads, 18" in diameter. 

We have grated and 
pressed sweet potatoes by the 
same process as the cassava, 
producing a substance slightly 
Sweeter than cassareep. We dried 
the processed potato. Some of 

| the Guyanese have used it for 

porridge, which they said was 

f very good. We have also produced 

| a sweet potato flour which, mixed 

| with eggs and fired in cakes has 
a meat-like flavor. It could 
easily be used as a meat 
stretcher. It can also be stored 
for periods of time in this flour 
state. 159 


Much of Jonestown's cassava crop was planted a 


W rows deep on either shoulder of the road they had 








378 














cut through the jungle to the community. It was a new 


idea and quite ingenious. The main obstacle in farming 
a jungle is the indigenous plant life that first must 
be cleared to allow the sun to shine on the soil and 
Since roads had to be cleared first in the 


the crops. 
why not use the narrow 


development of any virgin land, 
strip cut through the jungle for more than just a road 


Temple workers planted cassava bushes all along the 
unpaved way. With the road within feet of this long, 
thin farm field, the crops were easy to care for and 
harvest and the cultivation along the shoulder helped 
to hold the jungle at bay and prevent it from engulfing 
the road. 
Cassava production was only one small aspect of 
the Jonestown Agricultural and Medical Mission and has 
been presented here as an example of Jonestown's work 
for the Guyanese government as a pilot project; an 


example to follow in settling the Northwest territory. 
It is also a study in American ingenuity. The Guyanese 


would never have thought of building a cassava mill out 
of what was basically salvaged junk. Though ideas like 
planting along the roadside and washing the harvested 
root through the jostling action of the trailer on its 
way to the mill might seem simple enough, they served 
to elevate the science of cassava production, which, 
after centuries, was thought to have been perfected. 
There was equal attention paid to the other 


agricultural experiments. Every edible plant imagi- 


nable was planted in the vegetable garden, many for the 


first time ever in the jungle. Successes and failures 


were noted and reported to the Guyanese government. l 
The experimentation was not restricted to the fields 


and the processing but extended to the "Jonestown 
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perimental and Herbal Kitchen" that even published 
cipes for the Guyanese. 

Shelter and especially energy were also 
jects covered in the Temple's progress reports. In 
aftermath of the 1974 Arab oil embargo, the United 
es was thrust into an energy crisis that, whether 
| or contrived to raise prices, resulted in a search 
alternative energy sources. Guyana, too poor to 
ord to import and rely on vast quantities of oil, 
affected little by the embargo but shared with the 
ted States the need for inexpensive energy. Power 
ck-outs were a daily occurrence even in Georgetown 
though the Upper Mazaruni power plant might one 
solve Guyana's shortage, it would take years to 
Struct the plant and even longer to run the 
ictrical lines to remote places in the interior. 
of the task of Jonestown was to develop an energy 
'f-sufficient jungle community, something the 
anese National Service had failed to do. 
It was impossible to ignore the energy 
ential of wood, especially since large quantities of 
ber had to be removed to clear the jungle floor for 
ivation. The Jonestown sawmill] cut lumber for the 
istruction of the town. In characteristic detail, 
ry plank, every nail and every form of design or 
istruction of even the resident piggery was 
‘iculously reported to the Guyanese. An entire town 
S built from the natural resources around it. Little 
re than tin roofing, nails and tools were brought in 
mm the outside. Every part of the tree was used. 
Ss desirable pieces were cut into firewood and burned 
r cooking, some heating (what little was needed) and 
dry clothes. Daily rainfall makes hanging laundry 
to dry in the jungle an unreliable method. 
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Jonestown technicians invented a wood~fired clothes 
dryer that solved the major problem faced by the 
"Jonestown lLaunderette." Wood chips and saw dust from 
the mill were used as litter for the chickens and pigs 
and, after soiled, spread on the fields for fertilize 
Other solid waste from humans and the few dozen catt!] 
was first composted to produce methane gas (a clean- 
burning fuel used like natural gas in cooking) and thi 
spread on the fields. 

The free methane gas was used to fuel the 
town's electric generator; a slightly modified 
conventional gasoline-powered unit. Power was supple- 
mented by a homemade wind generator built from halved 
50 gallon drums and an alternator from an automobile 
engine. But, of all the clever inventions, Jones was 
particularly proud of the solar powered water heating 
System in the communal showers. His son-in-law, 
Forrest Ray Jones (not a blood relative -- he had 
married Jones' adopted daughter, Agnes) designed and 
built the thermosyphon solar water heater from 
conventional building materials. The system worked 
well and stands as another example of Jones' successful 
efforts to bring U.S. technology to the jungles of 
Guyana. 

Jonestown's value to Burnham's government is 
almost always underrated, due primarily to Jones' 
attempts to hide his success from everyone except the 
Guyanese. One rumor claimed that the first fields 
cultivated were plowed up and down the hills and the 
rain washed the thin layer of topsoil away, exposing 
the barren subsoil and destroyed the land forever. 
Another rumor reported that the electricians had ruined 
the generator by miswiring it. The sawmill was said t? 
be a failure, unable to cut the jungle hardwood. It 
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all Jones' propaganda. An experienced farmer (Phil 
key), under the direction of a senior scientist in 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (Dr. Laurence 

on) must certainly have remembered learning the 
nique of contour plowing in grammar school. 

les, the fields surrounding Jonestown were flat. 

af it were possible to completely ruin the 

“ator and sawmill, it would seem to be a minor set- 
for a man who possessed millions of dollars and 
ability to buy anything he wanted from the United 
res, even a drum of cyanide. At worst, replacement 
seem easy. In truth, the Jonestown electrical 

em worked well, better than the government operated 
irators elsewhere. The sawmill produced enough wood 
build the town, with enough left over to construct 
den boardwalks throughout the community. The walks 
t one's feet out of the mud; a convenience made 
Sible by the lavish supply of lumber from the 

mill. In the end, the rumors about the failing of 
mill were quickly accepted because Jones had 
iberately left clues supporting them. Though the 
munity had always produced its own lumber, in the 
ermath of the carnage, a large order of wood for 
lestown awaited their pick up on the docks in 
rgetown which gave the impression that Jones, in the 
Ist of a jungle, could not produce his own wood. It 
30 implied that he had a future in mind for Jonestown 
en actually he had only ordered a load of lumber that 
never intended to pay for or pick up. The entire 
"pose of the propaganda was to create the image of 
ilure intended to mask the project's value to the 
A-installed government of Guyana and help explain the 


Oject's unexplainable demise. 
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Thus was the nature of Jones' last publisheg 
work for Prime Minister Burnham. The two men had been 
friends since the early 1960's when the CIA put both in 
their respective positions. And now, fifteen years 
later, they closed their last business deal. The 
Jonestown Agricultural and Medical Mission was a 
tremendous success but, despite the obvious advantages 
to Burnham, he wanted more in exchange for hosting the 
atrocity. In the last year of Jonestown, U.S. aid to 
Guyana went from $500,000 to $31.5 million; an increase 
of 6,300%. Burnham profited handsomely from his 
relationship with the U.S. State Department which had ` 
taken him from obscurity and made him one of the ten 
richest Black men in the world. He was sufficiently 
confident in his knowledge of the true nature of the 
Jonestown experiment that, amid all rumors of a Temple 
hit squad and hundreds of missing, he sent his wife 
Viola to tour the carnage. Escorted by Guyanese 
soldiers, the first lady was the first outsider on the 
scene. Most accounts imply that she was there to 
confiscate anything of value, but moreover, her visit 
stands as evidence that Burnham felt in control of a 
Situation that all others considered extremely 
dangerous. 

In the end, Jonestown reverted back to Burnham, 
who ordered all the personal effects, even the 
mattresses, burned, as if he feared contamination. 
Jonestown remained intact and today stands like a ghost 
town except for groups of aspiring members of the 
Guyana National Service who tour the facility as an 
outdoor classroom. The curious inventions and 
ingenious adaptations that represent a marriage of 
modern technology and pioneering spirit remain on 
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play as the prime example of how to secure and 
tle Guyana's Northwest territory. 

Of course, in the wake of the tragedy, Burnham 
to deny his association with Jonestown but his 
ch to Parliament was drowned out by the 
asentatives' cries of "Cover Up! Shame! Cover Up!" 
he eve of the next national election, in December 
980, Burnham was accused of padding the voter 
stration rolls with the names of deceased Jonestown 
dents. Guyana's Information Minister confirmed 
accusations, adding that even if the cultists were 
they were American citizens and could not vote in 
lyanese election. This postscript is insignificant 
spt that everyone concerned with the incident had 
matically assumed that the bogus Jonestown ballots 
ld be cast for Burnham. Such was the undeniable 
itionship between the CIA-sponsored Prime Minister 
the ClIA-sponsored experiment in Jonestown. Burnham 
eventually pressured to conduct an official state 
sstigation into his government's relationship with 
sstown. All the files and records were entrusted to 
Chief Justice of Guyana's Supreme Court who stored 
documents in a building that soon afterwards burned 
the ground. Witnesses claim that the arsonists wore 


uniforms. 
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XI THE EXPERIMENT 

















Jim Jones was an expert in the psychic science 
coercive persuasion, behavior modification, mind 
trol and brainwashing. It was his favorite subject 
r since the early days in Indianapolis, when he 

died and altered primate behavior. The first modern 
dies into the psychic sciences took place in Nazi 
many. Following World War II, the United States, 
iressed with the superior knowledge of the Nazi 
lentists, placed them and their research under the 
urity and direction of the newly formed Central 
belligence Agency. The CIA employed hundreds of 
ientists and behavioral experts in over 149 different 
jects located in laboratories throughout the world. 
is multi-million dollar, supersecret project was 

ven the code name MK ULTRA. Their psychic research 
compassed hypnosis, sensory deprivation, electro- 
Ock, ESP, subliminal projection, sleep deprivation, 
€ep teaching, and the development of hundreds of mind 
tering drugs. By the early 1960's, most of the work 
progressed as far as it could in a laboratory and 


CIA gathered the results of the lab experiments to 
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compile a comprehensive study in the psychic sciences, 
The compiled data was then given to their agent, Jim 
Jones, who was assigned the task of conducting an 
actual field test to verify and improve upon the 
results of the lab tests. Considering the vast amount 
of knowledge he possessed, both from his personal 
research and from the MK ULTRA project, Jim Jones was 
the foremost authority on the psychic sciences in the 
world. 

When Jones moved his Peoples Temple to the 
Ukiah, California area in 1965, the group immediately 
infiltrated the Mendocino State Mental Hospital which 
would provide, not only test persons (TP's as the Nazis 
called them) for his preliminary experiments, but also 
a training ground for the many medical technicians he 
needed for the ultimate experiment. Within a very 
short period of time, every employee of the hospital 
was a member of the Peoples Temple. From nurses, to 
therapists, to counselors, to cleaning women, every 
worker in the facility was replaced by a Temple member. 
California virtually gave the Mendocino State Mental 
Hospital to Jim Jones. A few of the mental patients 
were coerced into joining the Temple, but, moreover, 
they provided the Temple with state funding, both as 
patients in the hospital and as outpatients assigned to 
one of several Temple operated care homes financed by 
the Department of Social Services. 

The Mendocino Plan was a pilot program of the 
federal government designed to evaluate the feasibility 
of deinstitutionalizing the nation's mentally ill. It 
was a study in whether private enterprise could provide 
adequate patient care for less money than government- 
run institutions required to provide the same services: 


Dennis Denny, Mendocino's Director of Social Services 
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jas speculated that the Mendocino Plan was the sole 
reason that Jim Jones moved to Ukiah. 

Eventually, most of the patients at Mendocino 
pate Hospital were released in the charge of the 
soples Temple. The public funds previously allocated 
j Jim Jones via the hospital's budget, the staff's 
flaries and their subsequent donations, now came 
rectly from the state to Jones, who reportedly bled 
he program by providing a minimum of patient care for 
maximum profit. By 1972, the absence of mental 
atients at Mendocino State Hospital prompted then 
Svernor Ronald Reagan to close the facility which, 
fter all, was the desired intent of the Mendocino 
lan. Jones protested the closing, but, in truth, it 
attered little to him. The hospital had outlived its 
sefulness as a training center for the Temple's 
edical staff. The patients and their state subsidy 
ere now under his direct control. Jones' wife, 
arceline, exemplified the transition, leaving her job 
a nurse at Mendocino State Hospital to be appointed 
tate inspector of private care homes. Among her 
fficial duties was the oversight of the Temple's 
acilities. 

Jim Jones contributed more to American society 
fan has previously been accredited to him and his 
uccessful management of the Mendocino Plan is a prime 
Xample. His Peoples Temple was the vanguard of a 
eform movement that swept the country to such an 
ktent that, within a decade of the project's 
Ompletion, the total number of mental patients housed 
public institutions nationwide had been reduced by 
er 75%, saving the government a proportionate amount 


f revenue. 



















The Temple's medical staff conducted several 
experiments in behavior modification both on the mental 
patients in their care and on the general congregation 
during the organization's stay in California. The 
"Board of Education" was the name Jones gave to a larg 
wooden plank that resembled a fraternity initiation | 
paddle, and that was used to beat Temple children inte 
submission. The child to be disciplined was called ta 
the Temple's stage where he was paddled in full view o 
the congregation, as a deterrent to other children who 
might misbehave. Jones would stand off to one side and 
call out the blows, usually given by 250 pound Ruby 
Carroll. Upon completion of the predetermined 
punishment, the child was expected to say "Thank you" 
into the microphone that Jones extended down to him. 
It was this "Thank you" plus the signed authorization 
from the child's parents giving the Temple permission 
to discipline their children that protected Jones from 
any legal ramifications resulting from the beatings 
that were so brutal that many children were rendered 
unconscious. 

The Temple also used electroshock treatments to 
modify the behavior of the children entrusted to their 
care. In a locked room of the San Francisco Temple was 
a machine that only the children to be disciplined and 
an attending nurse were allowed to see. The machine 
was named "The Blue-Eyed Monster" though later reports 
referred to it as "The Blue-Eyed Demon." Some said 
this Aryan devil was a simple cattle prod, others 
claimed it was a heart defibrulator or the shock 
treatment machine the Temple had acquired from 
Mendocino State Hospital. Few children would describe 
the apparatus; but those who did said it was a scaled- 


down version of an executioner's electric chair. The 
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jd was strapped into the metal chair and electrodes 
E attached to various parts of his or her body. 
jough the machine itself was hidden from the general 
it congregation, the existence of the machine was 
At closed meetings of the congregation, Jones 

d call out the names of those children to be 
siplined and they would be taken into the Bliue-Eyed 
ster's den. A microphone, attached to the public 
ress system, was placed in the room. The general 
gregation heard no noises from the machine only the 
eams of the children attached to it. The child 
rged from the room and ran to Jim Jones; groveling 
his feet to say "Thank you -- Thank you" in robot- 
repetition. 

Later, in Jonestown, the physical beating and 
ọck treatments of Temple children were replaced with 
eer terror in the form of "Big Foot"; a monster that 
nes told them lived in a shallow well on the 
tskirts of the jungle community. Children who 
Sbehaved were lowered into the well, where, unknown 
them, adults were hiding in the darkness. The 
ults made animal sounds and grabbed at the child's 
ngling legs in a feigned attempt to pull him into the 
Wss. Kicking and screaming, the child was pulled out 
| the well and told that if he misbehaved again he 
mld be dropped into the well and Big Foot would eat 
Of course, Big Foot was only effective on the 
ary young children who honestly believed in its 
fistence. 

Sleep deprivation was also used to break the 
111 of Temple children and adults and render them open 
> Jones' strong willed orders. For no other apparent 
Sason, the subjects were forced to go days without 


leep. Many were so deprived that they would fall 
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asleep standing up. This brainwashing technique, 
originally developed by the Chinese, was used 
extensively by Jones throughout the history of his 



















Peoples Temple. 
Sensory deprivation was also widely employed 
a means of breaking down the will of a test subject. 
Early Temple experiments in sensory deprivation are no 
well documented, but it is known that Jones imparted 
his expertise to Donald DeFreeze, who utilized the 
technique to brainwash Patricia Hearst, as described 
elsewhere in this work. It was not until the Temple 
moved to Guyana that their experiments in sensory 
deprivation surfaced. Tom Grubbs, a psychologist with 
a degree from the University of California, was in 
charge of "the box." Grubbs, who was also the 
principal of the Jonestown school, personally 
constructed Jones' sensory deprivation chamber. Test 
subjects were locked in the chamber which was then 
placed below ground in a root cellar. The effect was 
that of being buried alive. Jones recognized the 
terror in the technique and ordered several additional 
chambers built in the shape of coffins. The test 
persons interred in the boxes were totally deprived of 
all sensory input. Without input, the mind goes blank 
and the subject emerges from the ordeal in a very 
receptive state for further conditioning. Tom Grubbs, 
who had been the Temple's expert in sensory deprivation 
for eight years, reportedly died in the Jonestown 
massacre but this cannot be confirmed as his body has 
never been identified. His wife, Beatrice Orsot 
Grubbs, a former legal secretary for the Internal 
Revenue Service, was also one of Jones' top aides. She 


conveniently escaped the massacre as she was in 
Georgetown at the time for a "dentist appointment." 
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ion her return to the United States, she reported to 
he New York Times that her stay in Jonestown was, "the 
appiest year of my life." One year later, on November 
, 1979, the New York Times Magazine published an 
terview with Beatrice Grubbs under the title, 
onestown The Survivors' Story" in which she defended 
pself by expressing regret at having missed the 

ance to die with her friends. She also told her 
terviewer that she "thinks the C.I.A. had something 

) do with what happened in Jonestown." Her Temple 
mpanion and bodyguard during the trip to the 

torgetown dentist office had been Tyrone Mitchell who 
so escaped the carnage. On February 24, 1984, 

itchell opened fire with an AR 16 semi-automatic rifle 
1a group of young children in the school yard across 
he street from his Los Angeles home. He killed one 
sn—-year-old girl and wounded thirteen others before 
eportedly taking his own life. The newspaper reports 
tributed his actions to allegations that he was a 
mown user of many drugs, most notably alcohol and PCP, 
nd that he had suffered from an "unremitting 

leakness" ever since his parents, four sisters and one 
rother had been killed in Jonestown. No mention was 
ade of the possibility that Tyrone Mitchell survived 
€cause he was a brainwashed Temple assassin whose 
ubconscious programming exploded to the surface five 
ears later. In the fall of 1978, the sensory 
eprivation chambers were dismantied so as not to leave 
My evidence of the experiment in the inevitable 
fitermath of Jonestown. 

One of the most important aspects of the 
emple's early medical experiments was their research 
into ethnic disease. Jones' Sickle Cell Anemia clinic 


Was one of the finest such facilities in the United 
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States. Understanding both the affliction and Jones' 
interest in it is a critical prerequisite to 
understanding the experiment that followed in 
Jonestown. Sickle Cell Anemia first appeared as a 
human mutation in Black Africa sometime in prehistory, 
The blood cells of a Sickle Cell victim change form 
from the normal disc~-shape to a spiny "sickle" shape 
when the cell gives up its carbon dioxide wastes. Such 










mutations have come and gone throughout man's 
evolution; most being quickly bred out of existence. 
The sickle cell deviation however, had one major 
advantage that insured its survival through natural 
selection. The malaria parasite, a predominant killer 
in ancient Africa, cannot invade the sickle-shaped cell 
as readily as it invades normal cells, thus persons 
with sickle cell anemia were more likely to survive, 
breed and perpetuate the trait. Though malaria has 
since been all but eradicated, the sickle cell trait 
remains locked in the genetic structure of the Black 
race. The basic problem is that the odd-shaped cells 
tend to block intersections in the body's blood system. 
Cells then back up in a massive "traffic jam" that 
stops the flow of blood to various parts of the body, 
which become starved for oxygen and suffer irrevocable 
damage. From a very early age, victims suffer a 
variety of paralyses and strokes that render them bed- 
ridden and completely helpless. All victims die prior 
to their twentieth year. Presently, one out of every 
ten Blacks in the United States carries the sickle cell 
trait. If a trait carrier mates with a non-carrier 
there is a fifty percent chance that their children 
will also carry the trait. If a trait carrier mates 
with another carrier, all of their offspring will carry 


the trait and one out of four will have Sickle Cell 








ther 


teaching Love for ones own kind, 
not Hate of others. There are 
but a few Aryans left, you 
Niggers want us white people to 
mix with you, and you white 
Nigger loving punks make me even 
sicker...If you are still reading 
this letter the next Reich will 
be here in the USA. And this 
time there are not going to be 
any of your kind left to write 


this Kind of Shit...Heil Hit- 
ler.i61 


Peoples Forum editorial warned, 


No, it couldn't happen here. We 
are freedom loving people after 
all. White Power? Nazism? Dic- 
tatorship? I mean this is 

America. We have to let people 


have their say. But do you 


really think they can...I mean, 


like in Germany? No, that was 
different...no, not here... 
(but)...the poison begins to 
work. Maybe we should stop these 
‘niggers' and ‘riff-raff' from 
terrorizing our neighborhoods, 
driving down property values, 
eating up our taxpayers' hard- 
earned dollars on welfare checks, 
spreading crimes, drugs, mayhen, 


corrupting our children...maybe 
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Anemia. Since there is no medical means of altering the 
genetic structure of the Black race, the study of Sickle 
Cell Anemia is a study in genetic engineering that 
eventually becomes a question of dictating who mates with 
whom. Jones viewed his Black congregation with much the same 
detachment that a farmer views his livestock. His research 
in breeding out (or breeding in) the sickle cell trait 
attests not to a humanitarian intention, but rather to 
Jones' superior attitude toward Blacks. It is this superior 
attitude that dominates and even dictates the story of Jim 
Jones. 


With his research in the psychic sciences and ethnic 
diseases as background, Jones was prepared for the next 
phase his work; the development of weapons of that would 
affect only specific racial groups, namely Blacks and Native 
Americans. The science of ethnic weaponry was first 
developed in Nazi Germany and Jones did not hesitate to 
credit the Nazis in his warnings that Blacks and Native 
Americans were targetted as the victims for a second 
holocaust. He claimed that fascism was simply “capitalism 
gone mean" and that the United States was already preparing 
to wage a race war in which the targetted groups would be 
interned in concentration camps, enslaved, and eventually 
exterminated. He reminded his congregation that the 
government had maintained the World War II Japanese 
detention centers for just such a purpose. His threats were 
not without basis in fact. The U.S. Indian Health Service 
had recently sterilized nearly 4,000 Native American women 
without their consent. Black prisoners were being used as 
guinea pigs in macabre experiments in genetic engineering, 
mass sterilization, and ethnic weaponry. There was talk of 
mandatory sterilization According to Jones, the for all 
welfare recipients. According to Jones, the 
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New Nazis were closing in on the Blacks in the U.S. and, 
though his warnings were exaggerated, they were basically 
true. Jones, however, neglected to inform his congregation 
that he was the foremost proponent of the New Nazi ideology. 


Issue after issue of The Peoples Forum, the Temple's 
newspaper, was devoted to the subject of the pending Nazi 
persecution of the Blacks. The e following examples of 
Temple news articles speak for themselves. 


A state which, in an age of racial pollution, 
devotes itself to the cultivation of its best 
racial elements, must someday become the master 
of the earth...we all sense that in a far future 
mankind may face problems which can be 
surmounted only by a Supreme Race supported by 
the means and resources of the entire globe. 
-Adolph Hitler[16@] 


Another__  ~Peoples — Forum issue included one of the Nazi hate 


letters the Temple reportedly received daily but which were 
actually written by the Temple's publication staff. 


First of all let me say at this time your paper 
‘the peoples forum' is really sick... you say 
that the Nazi party is, or does teach, Hate, 
well you got it all backwards. The Nazi party is 


Laut 


MAIN BRANCH 


07/10/2016 4:06PM 0007 
000001#7452 


PRINTING $0. 10 








396 





send them all back to Africa or 
just get RID of them somehow, as 
Hitler rid Germany of the Jews 


and all other minorities...162 






One Forum article told of a recent experiment conducted 
by a Yale psychologist in which test persons inflicted 
what they believed to be near fatal electric shocks on 
another test person simply because an "authority 
figure" assured them that he would take responsibility 
for their actions. According to the article, the 


experimenter concluded, "that ordinary Americans were 
perfectly capable of carrying out genocidal acts such 
as those devised by Hitler and his henchmen."163 The 
Peoples Forum also went to great lengths to describe 
the U.S. government's plan to use racial weapons. 
Articles elaborated on the U.S. Army's "Population 
Genetics" program which mapped the distribution of 
various blood types across the country. Articles told 
of drugs that only affect certain races, leaving the 
rest of the population unharmed. Lactose incapacitated 
only Blacks and Asians. One antitubercolosis drug 
caused nerve damage in persons of Egyptian and Jewish 
descent but had no such effect on other groups. The 
science of racial warfare was well established in the 
United States and, according to the Peoples 
Forum,intended for deployment “among our own ethnic 


populations." The Forum went on to say: 


Imagine that a military power, in 
pursuit of global conquest, could 
pinpoint genetic differences be- 
tween the races and design 
chemical agents to ATTACK AND 
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VIRTUALLY DESTROY ETHNIC OR 
RACIAL GROUPS!! Science fiction, 
you say? On the contrary, the 
creation of ETHNIC WEAPONS 
presents a terrifying present day 
threat.164 


One could write volumes on the deceitful 
ure of Jim Jones but, in the case of ethnic 

















aponry, he did not lie. The CIA was developing 

anic weapons and their largest project was a field 
st called Jonestown. 

Between 1973 and 1975, foreign management, 
ployed by the CIA used Jonestown as a training base 
r mercenaries bound for Angola, but by 1975 the site 
under the complete control of the Peoples Temple 

id was known, not as an agricultural project, but as a 
ledical mission." It was a medical mission but, for 
vious security reasons, all references to "medical" 
re dropped and the community was renamed Jonestown 

d billed as an agricultural project. 

At the height of the experiment, the Jonestown 
sdical staff numbered seventy. Most were psychia- 
‘ists, psychologists, behavioral scientists, thera- 
ists, pharmacologists and an army of nurses. There 
but one doctor, Larry Schacht. 

According to the Temple's reports, Larry 
Chacht, a former art student from Texas, was a 
mmosexual drug addict and vagrant who wandered north 
> Redwood Valley in 1971 because I Ching, a Chinese 
20k of philosophy, told him that he would find there a 
an possessed with divine powers. The man was Jim 
Snes. Jones reportedly welcomed the eighteen year 


ld, cured him of his drug addiction and assigned him 
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to his harem where Schacht became his favorite male 
lover. There has been some speculation that Schacht's 
family had a working relationship with the CIA and that 
he was a direct descendent of the notorious Nazi Docte 
Hjalmar Horace Greely Schacht. Though this is 
unconfirmed speculation, it is far more believable 
the Temple's account of how the two met. 

Jim Jones decided that Larry Schacht would be 
doctor and offered to pay for his education. He 
enrolled Schacht in a pre-med course at Santa Rosa 
Junior College where he would live in a Temple student 
commune with other future professionals whom Jones was 
educating. Jones then sent him to medical school in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. California has some of the finest 
medical schools in the world; why Jones sent him to 
Guadalajara is a mystery. The city was listed as one 
of the nine safe places in the even of nuclear war 
according to the 1962 article in Esquire magazine. 
Perhaps that was the reason or perhaps Jones did not 
want to incriminate any educational institutions in the 
United States in what he knew would be Schacht's 
destiny. Schacht completed his education and returned 
to California to serve his internship at San Francisco 
General Hospital and at another facility in Irvine, 
California. Just days before Schacht would be licensed 
to practice medicine in California, Jones sent him to 
Jonestown. Jones interrupted the education of several 
other members of his medical staff just prior to 
receiving their credentials. Some say that he was 
trying to prevent them from working anywhere but in the 
Temple but they could have easily left the Temple and 
finished their training on their own. The true reason 
was probably just expedience. Larry Schacht's 


education seems to have dictated the scheduling of the 
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ystown experiment but more than likely Jones timed 
education to coincide with the experiment. 

Reports of Dr. Larry Schacht's performance in 
stown vary to the extremes. Several visitors to 
town claimed that he was the most gifted, 

dant physician they had ever encountered, while 
residents reported that he was so incompetent that 
would not even allow him to treat a cut finger. 
truth lies somewhere in between. Dr. Schacht was 
harge of the Jonestown Medical Clinic, reported to 
ar better than any hospital in Guyana. Many 

tors, such as Temple attorney Charles Garry, said 
Jonestown clinic was the finest medical set-up they 
ever seen. Dr. Schacht also oversaw the Extended 

e Unit, where unruly residents were kept under heavy 
lation. In the end, Dr. Schacht would mix the poison 
ion that would kill most of the Jonestown residents. 
reportedly died with the others. 

Jim Jones supplied his expertise in the psychic 
ences and ethnic weaponry as well as the laboratory, 
lical staff and test persons for the experiment 

signed by Dr. Lawrence Layton and others. The 
llowing is presented as a summary of the parameters 


the experiment their cooperative efforts produced. 


rpose: To evaluate the effectiveness of two 
different mind control drugs on Blacks 
and Native Americans. The selected 
drugs must only have an effect on these 
two racial groups and no others. The 
existence in the test person must be 
undetectable in standard medical 


examinations and render the test 
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Laboratory: 


Test Persons: 


Procedure: 


The Test: 





persons without a will of his own but 
capable of heavy manual labor. 
The laboratory must be totally iso- 







lated and controlled so as to minimiz 
any outside influences that might 
affect and alter the test results. 
The Test Persons must be of signifi 
cant numbers to effect a quantitative 
result. They should be representativ 
of the typical American Black and 
Native American. The group should 
encompass the entire range of ages witi 
a proportionate number of males and 
females. The Test Persons must never 
be aware that they are subjects of an 
experiment. They will be divided into 


three groups. Group A will receive 
sd 


drug A. Group B will receive Drug 

And Group C will receive no drug and 
act as the control group. The diet of — 
the TP's should be closely monitored 
and work must be assigned to ascertain | 


their ability to produce under the 





influence of the drugs. 

The test drugs must be administered 
to the Test Persons in small dosages a 
regular intervals, following which a 
definitive test will be performed to 
determine the extent of the drug's 
long-term effect. | 

There is but one definitive test tOo. 
determine a subject's mind in under 
complete control. The experimenter 


must ask the subject to commit suicide: 
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the ultimate sacrifice. Those TP's who 
voluntarily killed themselves could be 
considered under the control of the 
experimenter, those who did not were 
not under control and, due to the top 
secret nature of the experiment, they 


must be eliminated. 





























There were additional medical experiments 
ducted in Jonestown and one of these, the most 
ghtening of all possibilities, was concerned with 

> virus responsible for Acquired Immune Deficiency 
ndrome or AIDS. The ancestral AIDS virus has existed 
r hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years as a 

latively harmless parasite in African monkeys. 
ientists theorize that sometime in the late 1970's, 

e virus evolved naturally into the killer it is 

lay. To accept this conventional theory on the 

igin of AIDS, one must contradict logic, ignore 
Story, and defy all probable odds. 

Timing is everything. Science accepts as some 
rt of happy coincidence the fact that the virus first 
rfaced precisely when the study of immunology had 
Ogressed to a point where the experts could at least 
derstand the affliction. Had the outbreak of the 
idemic occurred even a few months earlier, it would 
ve totally baffled scientists. Considering the 

ngth of man's recorded medical history, it is highly 
likely that the virus evolved on the cutting edge of 
in's research without being a product of that 

Ssearch. Since monkeys do not have AIDS and humans do 
t suffer from the ancestral parasitic virus, one must 
lso accept that the virus evolved during or shortly 


fter it was first transmitted from monkeys to humans. 
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Beastiality has been suggested as one possible conduit 
but a more common, though less sensational, means might 
have been a monkey bite. The uncanny timing of the 
epidemic is an indication that the virus was 
genetically engineered by man and not nature. 

Since 1983, Soviet news agencies have 
circulated articles which accuse the U.S. Army's 
Chemical and Biological Warfare Division of creating 
the AIDS virus in their Fort Detrick facility in 
Maryland. The Soviet's published evidence is based 
largely on the fact that this laboratory is concerned 
with both the development of biological weapons and 
AIDS research. Even if the virus was engineered at 
Fort Detrick, a field test would still have been 
required and this is where Jonestown enters the story. 
The only element that the Jonestown theory shares in 
common with the Soviet theory is the U.S. Army's 
Chemical and Biological Warfare Division, a rather 
small department that was formerly under the direction 
of none other than Dr. Laurence Layton. 

In the summer of 1978, CIA conspiratorialist 
Mark Lane and his colleague Donald Freed traveled to 
Guyana to meet their new client, Jim Jones. AS a 
‘courtesy', they were offered the free services of the 
Jonestown Medical Clinic. Lane would later write 
glowing reports about what he considered to be the most 
thorough physical examination that he had ever 
received. Freed was less enthusiastic because Dr. 
Larry Schacht diagnosed him as suffering from a fatal 
immune deficiency that he had contracted from a 
homosexual act. The entire concept of such an 
affliction and its means of transmission were not known 
to medical science in the summer of 1978 which makes 
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- Schacht's diagnosis the first recorded reference to 


All the elements that would have been necessary 
conduct a field test in the transmission and 
jlementation of the epidemic were present in 

estown. As evidenced by their own published 

icies, the Peoples Temple was very concerned about 

' development of racial weapons. They had the 

ical expertise, the required lab monkeys, and even a 
up of supposedly '‘reformed' homosexuals and drug 
dicts who made up a disproportionately large number 
the Jonestown residents. Initially, the virus could 
ye been transported to Jonestown in the body of one 
the Temple members or perhaps Mr. Muggs, the 
mmunity's chimpanzee mascot. Since sex of any kind 

S banned without the consent and often command of 
nes, transmission of the virus could have easily been 
mitored as it spread through the community. In her 
orn affidavit that warned of the possibility of a 

SS suicide, Deborah Layton wrote that by 1978, "half 
f Jonestown was ill with severe diarrhea and high 
vers," two early symptoms of AIDS. 

In the fall of 1978, Jones sent a few of his 
ifected homosexual followers on a paid vacation to 
Barby Haiti, a frequent port of call for the Temple's 
hip and a popular winter resort for New York City 

ys. While in Haiti, they infected a number of male 
rostitutes just prior to the tourist season. This was 
he origin of the AIDS epidemic in the gay community. 
first surfaced in the Haitian homosexual whorehouses 
December of 1978 and in New York City in January of 
979. Statistically, 73% of the AIDS victims in the 
«S. are male homosexuals, 155 are intravenous drug 


Sers and the remaining 12% are mostly hemophiliacs who 
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contracted the virus from blood donated by someone from 
one of the other two groups. U.S. health officials 
first coined the phrase "intravenous drug users" who 
they say contracted AIDS by sharing infected hypodermi 
needles but this does not explain how the epidemic 
started among this group that should have been defin 
as heroin addicts. Though addicts do share needles, 
they share more in common with the smuggled shipments 
of heroin, a tainted batch of which could have been tl 
source of the epidemic. Soon after the White Night, an 
unidentified group circulated a handbill in San 
Francisco that claimed the CIA had smuggled two kilos 
of heroin in the stomach cavity of each of the corpses 
shipped from Jonestown to the United States. 

Outside North America, AIDS is most prevalent 
in Central Africa where the virus first appeared in the 
blood supply of Sickle Cell Anemia Clinics from where 
it spread quickly through the Black heterosexual 
population. Jones had very powerful connections in 
Central Africa and, as outlined elsewhere, he might 
have sought sanctuary there after his escape from 
Jonestown. It would have been very easy for him to 
volunteer the services of his Sickle Cell Anemia 
experts, taint the blood supply and start the 
distinctively different African epidemic. 

It is now the ninth year of the epidemic and 
there is no cure in the foreseeable future. To date, 
the federal government has done little to combat the 
disease. Most of their token, under-financed, research 
programs have produced only the means to test whether 4 
person has been exposed to the virus. Confinement of 
the disease to gays and addicts seems to be the 
government's only concern. Today, blood tests for AIDS 


are required for anyone in the military or in prison. 
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is also a prerequisite for an entry visa, life 
surance policy and, in some areas, a marriage 

cense. Soon, everyone in the country will be 

mired to take a test for AIDS. Fear of the epidemic 
created a growing public animosity towards gays. 
governor of Colorado recently said, "There are two 
ds of AIDS victims; the dead and the dying and we 
uld not spend money on either." "Shoot the queers!" 
/ one Texas candidate's solution to the problem. 

sre are presently hundreds of candidates campaigning 
r public offices nationwide on a platform that 

omises the mandatory testing of every citizen and the 
mpulsory internment of anyone exposed to the virus. 
ny of these politicians are members of the Neo-Nazi 
lt of Lyndon LaRouche who advocate the quarantine of 
DS patients in special "medical treatment centers"; a 
iphemism for the death camps of the 1990's. (Lyndon 
(Rouche's intelligence organization has strong ties 
ith the CIA and there has been some speculation that 
ley are actually a private, right wing faction of the 
gency.) In April of 1986, popular conservative and 
Ormer CIA operative William Buckley, Jr. used national 
slevision air time, (that had been designated for the 
romotion of his new book) to present his plan to 

attoo everyone who tested positive for AIDS. He 
ationalized that diagnosed patients are knowingly 
assing the disease onto others who need some means to 
dentify the carriers. Fifty years ago, the Nazis used 
i similar health excuse when they rounded up all the 
lomosexuals and drug addicts and tattooed them on the 
inside of their left forearm just before they were sent 
to the death camps. The forearm might satisfy Mr. 
Buckley but, since he is concerned with the social 


transmission of AIDS, perhaps he would prefer something 
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more obvious to the public, like a simple "666" 
the forehead. 


AIDS is the perfect biological weapon. It Can 
be confined to specific groups and, since the 
incubation period can be as long as seven years, 
thousands can be infected before the first person i 
the chain displays any symptoms. Also, it is not 
itself a killer. It merely defeats the immune systen 
so that some opportunistic disease can claim the 
victim. Rather than waste millions of research dolla: 
in pursuit of a cure for a ‘natural’ condition, it 
might be wiser to dismiss the natural theory, accept 
that AIDS was artificially created and seek the cause 
of the epidemic for within the cause one might fight 
the cure. 

This was the nature of the Jonestown medical 
experiments. Had they remained this simple, they might 
have gone undetected but the CIA proceeded to add so 
many other desired results to the project as to make 


their sponsorship all too obvious. 
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XII ONE COOKIE 


The first outsiders to reach the Jonestown 
ical Clinic in the aftermath of the carnage found 
ugh drugs to supply an average U.S. city for over a 
r. Predominant in the stock of narcotics were the 
notic drugs Pentothal and Nembutal as well as over 
thousand injectible dosages of a chloral-hydrate 
pound known as chlorpromazine or Thorazine. 

raZine increases the production of certain 

tamines in important parts of the brain. It is used 
imarily to alter the violent behavior of mental 
ients and, according the one article published by 

> Black Panthers, Thorazine and its related compounds 
e€ common ingredients in the CIA's MK ULTRA 
periments. The article buttressed its argument by 
Oting Jones who reportedly told a visiting Swiss 
ychologist that his Black followers were given 
Orazine on a regular basis as per orders of the CIA. 
though these drugs are used to alter a person's 
havior, it is highly unlikely that they were the test 
tugs used in the Jonestown experiment as Jones would 


ever have allowed such incriminating evidence to be 
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discovered in the aftermath. The two unidentified 
drugs used in the experiment were far more advanced 
than those found in the rubble of Jonestown but, due ta 
the top secret nature of the experiment, the precise 
chemical formulas will never be disclosed. 

In order to accurately compare the effects of 
mind control or behavior modification drugs on a group 
of test persons all other stimuli must first be 
removed. The jungle community provided the isolation 
necessary for Jones to substitute himself for all 
outside influences of society. Jonestown residents 
were forbidden to consume alcohol, tobacco and even 
sugar; necessary but ironic as Guyana ranks among the 
world's sugar-producing nations. The diet of Jones- 
town, though prepared by the kitchen staff, was under 
the direct and stringent control of the medical staff. 
Once all outside influences had been removed and 
"ground zero" reached, the medical staff proceeded to 
drug the different test groups without their knowledge. 
Since the intent was long-term control, the drugs were 
administered in_small repeated doses rather than one 
large dose. The most successful drug tested could then 
be deployed in society by introducing it into fast 
foods or the water supply or the glue on the back of 
postage stamps. 

A few visitors to Jonestown noted that the 
residents were drugged. One such observer was Frank 
Tumminia, the State Department's desk officer for 
Guyana, who visited Jonestown on February 2, 1978, with 
John Blacken, the Deputy Chief of Missions at the 
United States Embassy in Georgetown. Tumminia stated: 


One of the things that struck me 
at the time and upon which I 





remarked to Embassy staff as well 


as to Department officials, was 
my feeling that many of the 
people with whom I met and spoke 
appeared drugged and robot-like 
in their reactions to questions 
and, generally, in their behavior 


towards us visitors.165 


minia and Blacken held positions in the State 
partment that were very important to this story. 
mminia's predecessor was President Kennedy, who was 
concerned about a possible communist take-over in 
yana in the early 1960's that he personally manned 
Guyana desk at the State Department to direct the 
forts of the CIA operatives there. Among the 
leratives was one Jim Jones. Blacken's successor was 
operative Dick Dwyer, who would be present at the 
irstrip to witness the assassination of Congressman 
20 Ryan. 
Though it will never be known which mind 
mntrol drugs were administered to the test persons, it 
5 known how the drugs were administered. In the post- 
Onestown murder trial of Larry Layton, the defense 
ttempted to establish that Layton had been drugged 
Nto participating in the assault team that killed 
Ongressman Leo Ryan and others at the airstrip. 
cording to his defense lawyer, “Layton looked spaced 
ut and was mumbling of a CIA conspiracy during the 
atal airstrip shootout."166 prosecution witness Dale 
arks, a member of the Jonestown medical staff who 
illegedly defected with the Ryan party and wrestled the 
fun from Layton at the airstrip, was pressed under 


sross-examination to admit to drugging Layton and 
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others. According to a newspaper account of the court 


proceedings: 


Parks agreed that large quan- 
tities of Thorazine and other 
drugs used in mental hospitals 
were available at Jonestown, but 
he denied knowing that milk 
shakes "Spiked" with so-called 
mind-control drugs were given to 
Jonestown cultists on a regular 
basis.167 


If milk shakes were used in administering the drugs, 
the practice was abandoned early in the experiment as 
this method would have been terribly inefficient. The 
experimenter would not have been able to determine if 
the test person had consumed the entire drink (hence 
the premeasured dosage) or, worse yet, had given some 
of their drink to others unobserved. Also, the 
milkshake containers might survive and under chemical 
analysis expose the true nature of the experiment. 
Larry Layton's sister, Deborah Layton Blakey, 
hinted at the truth in her post-defection affidavit 
that warned of the threat of mass suicide in Jonestown, 
"On Sunday we each received a cookie."168 She later 
elaborated on her statement in an account published in 


the Layton family's history in which was written: 


But the culinary high point came 
every week on Sunday evening, 
when the entire population would 
line up to receive a cookie from 
the hand of Jim Jones. The 
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cookies, made from cassava flour, 
were the only sweets allowed in 
Jonestown, and they were doled 
out by Jones himself .169 

















cookies were made in Jonestown's "Experimental and 
bal Kitchen" that a 1977 Temple brochure described 
"The all-purpose kitchen where meals and treats are 
vided for workers and residents."170 

The test drugs were added to the cassava flour 
the Jonestown flour mill. It was quite simple to 
the batches of flour, hence cookies, separated 
“ough the baking and distribution process. Extreme 
ecautions were required in handling the potent drugs 
i the "Experimental Kitchen" soon adopted the 
ringent procedures of a research laboratory, as 
dicated by this published Temple report: 


The dishes are cold water rinsed, 
washed and stacked, then washed 
in a soapy detergent with bleach 
and boiling water and put 
away...all surfaces are conti- 
nually scrubbed and sanitized 
from ceiling to floor to provide 
the most healthful environ- 


ment.!71 


On Sunday evening, as each of the test persons 
Proached the throne, Jones would select a cookie from 
of the three containers at his side. He was 
itelligent enough to have memorized which test persons 
sre in which group but, more than likely, the person's 
“oup was designated by his or her Temple membership 
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number or perhaps just in the predetermined order in 
which they lined up every Sunday evening to receive 
their one cookie. 

One and only one cookie was the rule. 


not even a preferred aide who otherwise enjoyed spec 
On on 


No one 


privileges, was allowed more than one cookie. 
occasion, a young Black girl who was baking the cook: 
in the kitchen, unaware that the flour had been spike 
with drugs, handed one out an open window to her 
boyfriend. Temple guards, who monitored every step oi 
the cookie production, reported the infraction to 


At the next community-wide meeting, the young 


Jones. 
ordered to 


girl and boy were called to the stage, 
sex in full view of the 


disrobe and forced to have 
was the humiliating punish- 


entire congregation. Such 
ment for violating the one 
understandably so, as such 
the controlled dosage and taint the test results. 
There were only two other mandatory weekly 
rituals in Jonestown and both were related to the one 
cookie. The first was a weekly TPR examination in 
which the medical staff examined each of the test 
persons and recorded their temperature, blood pressure, 


respiratory system, weight and other health monitors in 
This was necessary 


cookie rule and 
an infraction would alter 


the Test Person's medical records. 
to determine if the mind control drugs could be 
detected in standard medical examinations. Though the 
average American might have a physical examination once 
and the medical profession recommends 
the Jonestown 


The second 


in five years, 
(to their profit) a yearly exam, 
residents received a weekly examination. 
weekly ritual in Jonestown was the White Night 

rehearsal in which Jones ordered his congregation to 
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nk what they were told was poison and commit suicide 
the "cause." 

Following the final White Night, the Jonestown 
ds identified the dead and catalogued them in two 
rate groups -- those who voluntarily drank cyanide 
those who had to be forcibly injected. This took 
time to accomplish which accounts for the long 
before outsiders were allowed to enter the 

jound. As the cause of death was noted on the 

ical records of each Test Person, the corpses were 
gged to one side and placed in neat, orderly piles. 
; was a mistake, as death from cyanide poisoning is 
ceded by such violent contortions that victims often 
with oniy the top of their head and the heels of 
ir feet touching the ground. The Jonestown 

sidents could never have died in the neat, orderly 
es in which they were found. 

The medical records, the embodiment of racial 
iponry, were missing in the aftermath of Jonestown 
ich was another mistake. The existence of such 
tensive records had been well documented and their 
sence in the aftermath confirms that some unknown 
Sidents escaped and considered the records worth 
king; an interesting priority judgment considering 
at several hundred thousand dollars in cash was not 
ken. It would have been better to have kept two 
parate sets of medical records and left one phony 
py behind but, considering the complexity of the 


oject, Jones is granted these few damning mistakes. 
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XIII THE WHITE NIGHT 


The assassination of Congressman Ryan and the 
SS Ssuicide/murder that followed was not the flippant 
action of a crazed preacher but a calculated 
litical assassination and medical field test that had 
en planned or at least outlined ever since Jim Jones 
dered the first White Night rehearsal five years 
irlier. The demise of Jonestown is an historic 
ACident that has been widely reported, so rather than 
uplicate the heretofore published accounts, this 
Mapter will explore some of the behind-the-scenes 
Ctivities that occurred before, during and after the 
hite Night. 
A major item in Jones' preparation was the 
afety of the agency's personnel who had been assigned 
his middle-management in the experiment. The exodus 
egan several months before Ryan's visit when top 
emple aides like Deborah Layton, Terri Buford, Bonnie 
Ihielmann, Tim Stoen, and Stoen's wife, Grace Grech, 
feigned their defection from the Temple to disassociate 
themselves from the scheduled carnage in Jonestown and 


to help orchestrate the event from outside the organ- 
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ization. Thielmann and the Stoens would accompany Ryan 
to Guyana, but only as far as Georgetown, relying on 
the limited number of charterable airplane seats as 
their excuse for not accompanying him to Jonestown and 
what they knew would be his death. There were other 
ways to "escape" the Peoples Temple. Lisa Layton 
staged her own death just eighteen days before the 
Event. Other top aides were conveniently sent to 
Georgetown just prior to the massacre. Jones' son 
Stephan and several others were in the capital for a 
basketball tournament with the Guyanese National Team. 
Beatrice Grubbs, Jonestown's resident expert on U.S. 
tax legalities, was also in Georgetown, missing the 
mass Suicide for a dentist appointment of dubious 
necessity as, reportedly, Guyanese dentists regularly 
visited Jonestown to provide one of the few medical 
services beyond the abilities of the Jonestown clinic. 
But, for all the shuffling and positioning of people 
just prior to the Event, the story of one Gordon 
Lindsay is most interesting. 

As shown earlier, the CIA's activities in 
Guyana were always conducted with the full cooperation 
of British Intelligence and Jonestown was no exception. 
In the early 1960's, Jones and the CIA had worked with 
the British in a cooperative effort to establish Forbes 
Burnham as Prime Minister of what was then a British 
colony. It was Phil Blakey, a British subject, whom 
Jones sent to Guyana to command the early stages of 
Jonestown when the site was used as a training camp for 
mercenaries bound to fight in Angola's Civil War. From 
the perspective of British Intelligence, the South 
American mission would always be closely connected with 
African politics. So it was with no great surprise 


that a British subject with experience in reporting 
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frican affairs be enlisted to tie up the loose ends 
and cover British tracks in the final stages of 
fonestown. Such a man was Gordon Lindsay. 

After a career reporting African political 
risings from the British point of view, Gordon 

ndsay emerged as a free-lance reporter in Los Angeles 
"1978. He was working for the National Enquirer on 
expose of the Peoples Temple; an expose that Jones 
udly protested and that was never published. Jones 
aimed (in a conversation with Temple attorney Mark 
ine) that the publisher of the National Enquirer 

orked for the CIA as demonstrated by his ability to 
mnvince the U.S. Embassy in Georgetown to intercede on 
indsay's behalf to acquire an extension on his 
juyanese visa. It was rather odd that the U.S. 
‘overnment would ask a South American country to help 

n Englishman. Both Lindsay and Jones made a big fuss 
ver an incident in which Lindsay flew very low over 
Onestown in a plane he had chartered in Trinidad. 

ones complained to Guyanese authorities that Lindsay's 
OWw-altitude aerobatics so frightened an elderly 
esident that the woman had a heart attack and died. 
lccording to Lindsay, in all the months he spent on 
Ssignment in Guyana, this was as close as he was able 
get to Jonestown. Actually, the incident 
luccessfully established Lindsay as an enemy of the 
Peoples Temple and provided several aerial photographs 
Of Jonestown that equally impressed Will Holsinger (son 
9f Joe Holsinger) whom Congressman Ryan had hired to 
investigate the activities of the Peoples Temple. In 
his conversations with Holsinger in California, Lindsay 
learned of Leo Ryan's congressional inquiry into 
Jonestown and suggested the Congressman invite the 


Press to accompany him for some degree of protection on 
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what could be a dangerous mission. Ryan, who always 
played to the cameras, agreed and Lindsay took it upon 
himself to invite the newsmen he wanted to attend. He 
convinced the National Broadcasting Corporation, the 
Washington Post, the San Francisco Chronicle and the 
San Francisco Examiner to assign specific reporters to 
the congressional junket. 

Lindsay managed to be hired as a guide by the 
NBC-TV news crew, headed by Don Harris, with reporter 
Bob Flick, cameraman Bob Brown and soundman Steve Sung. 
They were NBC's combat crew, having covered the Vietnam 


War individually. The Washington Post assigned their 





Argentina correspondent, Charles Krause. The San 
Francisco Chronicle's first choice was their resident 
expert on the Peoples Temple, Marshall Kilduff, but 
they feared that Kilduff's presence might aggravate 
Jones, who had publicly protested the reporter's expose 
of his organization. They decided instead to send Ron 
Javers, a recent addition to their staff whose prior 
journalistic experience dealt primarily with investi- 
gating prison conditions in Pennsylvania and a bizarre 
Black cult known as "MOVE." The San Francisco Examiner 
assigned their award-winning journalist, Tim Reiterman 
and cameraman Greg Robinson. When the roster of 
newsmen was complete, Lindsay radioed the list to 
Jonestown. Jones, in turn, informed the U.S. Embassy 
in Georgetown, which forwarded his report to the State 
Department in Washington. Including Lindsay, the news 
crew numbered eight, of whom five would return alive. 
After several tactical delays in Georgetown 
(which most agree were engineered by Jones), Gordon 
Lindsay boarded the chartered plane to Port Kaituma and 
Jonestown. On board were Congressman Ryan; Jackie 


Speier, the Congressman's assistant; Dick Dwyer, the 
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eputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy; Neville 
anibourne, an official of the Guyanese Ministry of 
formation; Attorney Mark Lane, representing Jones; 
forney Charles Garry, also representing Jones; eight 
smen, including Lindsay; and as many Concerned 
atives as there were remaining seats on the plane. 
was well prepared but somewhat confused about the 
nflicting reports he had received about Jonestown. 
om ex-Temple members and Concerned Relatives in 
lifornia, he half-expected to find a barbed-wire 
ncentration camp where the inmates were drugged, 
aten or tortured into submission for reasons no one 
uld explain. On the other hand, during his few days 
‘lay in Georgetown, Dick Dwyer had shown him slides 
home movies which gave the impression that 
mnestown was a utopia. Ryan pondered the discre- 
mcies during his one hour flight over some of the 
St isolated jungle in the world. A small clearing 
Oon appeared in the rain forest below. It was the 
art Kaituma airstrip, the nearest airfield to 
mnestown. The disembarking passengers were met by a 
mtingent of Temple guards, a minister of Guyanese 
egion Development and a local Port Kaituma policeman, 
Srporal Rudder. Rudder had no uniform, badge or 
redentials. His authority rested solely on the 12 
Some say 30) gauge shotgun cradled by his young, sad- 
yed assistant. Corporal Rudder stepped forward and 


Mnounced, 


I was informed by a superior 
officer that Peoples Temple do 
not request the parties present 
(to go) into the Peoples 
Temple...I don't know the rea- 
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sons. I was informed three days 
ago of this...You can wait 


around.172 






Mark Lane and Charles Garry emerged from a conference 
with the Temple guards to say that Congressman Ryan, 
Jackie Speier and Dick Dwyer had been given permission 
to enter Jonestown. They boarded the Temple's dump 
truck for the fifteen mile trip through the jungle to 
the remote settlement, leaving the reporters and the 
Concerned Relatives sequestered on the airstrip with 
Corporal Rudder and his unidentified assistant. 
Corporal Rudder escorted Don Harris to a shack in the 
village where Harris radioed Rudder's superiors to 
confirm his story and see if he could arrange for 
permission to visit Jonestown. Meanwhile, those on the 
hot and humid airstrip had sent one of the locals into 
the village for two cases of cold Banks Beer. They 
relaxed in the shade of a passenger shed and it was 
there that the young constable with the shotgun began 
telling them stories about Jonestown. He spoke of 
escapees who reported brutal treatment in the 
encampment and of strange nighttime activities at the 
Port Kaituma airstrip that Temple members lit with red 
flares for mysterious landings in the dark. It was the 
beginning of a special relationship between the press 
and the young constable who carried the shotgun that 
would be used to kill Congressman Ryan. 

After about two hours of waiting, a Temple farm 
tractor appeared in the clearing. A Caucasian woman 
Standing behind the Black driver announced, "Everyone 
who wants to come out to Jonestown can come, except 
Gordon Lindsay. The truck is coming now."173 Unlike 


Tim Reiterman or Ron Javers' colleague, Marshal] 
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jlduff, Gordon Lindsay had never written a published 
rticle on the Peoples Temple, yet he was singled out 
s the only one denied entry into Jonestown. He 
cepted Jones' wish without protest or even a display 
disappointment and, while the others boarded the 
uck for the forty-five minute ride to Jonestown, 
ndsay boarded the twin engine Otter for its return 
ight to Georgetown where he filed his co-reporters' 
rst stories. For the next several critical days, he 
uld remain in the safety of the Pegasus Hotel 
playing news of the historic event to the outside 

ld. 

By the time that the newsmen and relatives 
inally reached Jonestown, it was about seven o'clock 
ind the sun was setting. Clearly, their visit was 
intended to be a night encounter. They soon joined 
yan, Dwyer, Lane, Garry and Jones in the open-air 
Javilion for a welcomed and reportedly delicious 
jaarbequed pork dinner. Mark Lane refused to eat the 
eal, choosing instead to consume a box of cough drops 
shat he had brought with him. Some time later, Lane 
Duld be accused of coercion based on speculation that 
ne feared that the dinner had been poisoned. In other 
yvords, Lane was an accessory in that he had prior 
knowledge that Jones had murder on his mind. Actually, 
the truth was much more basic. Jones had intentionally 
Served a very healthful pork dinner to the guests, 
Which included his Jewish attorney. No sooner had they 
finished eating than the evening's entertainment began 
With the singing of the Guyanese National Anthem and a 
Tendition of " God Bless America." The very 
Professional rock and roll band, the "Jonestown 
Express" took the stage directly in front of the 
Visitors to accompany a number of entertainers like the 
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“Soul Steppers" dance team and an elderly Black 
singer/comedienne billed as the "Moms Mabley of 
Jonestown." The evening was well orchestrated in more 
ways than one. If Ryan and the newsmen didn't have a 
mouthful of food, they had an earful of noise. 
Conversation had been reduced to screaming above the 
electrically-amplified music. Ryan did manage to 
comment to one of the newsmen regarding the strange, 





trance-like reactions of some of the elderly residents 
to music that ordinarily appeals only to the young. He 
said their reactions were "unnaturally animated." His 
implication was that they were drugged. Jackie Speier 
was quoted as telling Ryan, "There is no question in my 
mind that there is mind control being exercised here." 
While the band played on, the print media reporters 
interviewed Jones though the music was so loud that 
they couldn't even record the shallow exchange. The 
NBC news crew wandered about the Pavilion filming the 
residents and their visiting relatives. Though they 
wanted to see more of Jonestown, it was easy to confine 
them to the pavilion area as they were reluctant to 
venture into unlit areas as this was the middle of the 
jungle at night. Ryan had come with a list of 
residents he wanted to see. He had a letter for Lisa 
Layton but was told she had died two and a half weeks 
earlier. He asked to see Brian Bouquet as he had 
promised his relatives he would do. Temple members 
giggled because Brian Bouquet had been standing in 
front of Ryan for most of the evening, playing 
saxophone in the "Jonestown Express." After a few 
interviews, Ryan took the microphone and announced to 
the gathering: "I can tell you right now that by the 
few conversations I've had with some of the folks here 


already this evening that...there are some people who 
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lieve this is the best thing that ever happened in 
heir whole lives."174 The crowd responded with a 
oaring applause that is said to have lasted for twenty 
inutes, well past the point of embarrassment. When 

an was again allowed to speak he joked that he was 
rry they could not all vote in his congressional 
strict. Jones yelled back that they could, by 

sentee ballot. Ryan replied in a serious tone, "I 

mt to pull no punches. This is a congressional 
guiry."175 

It was about 11PM when the crowd dispersed in 
ison like so many fish in a school responding to some 
ysterious mass communication. It was obvious that the 
vening encounter had drawn to a close. As the 
esidents made their way back to their cabins, Jones 
included the interview with reporters, complaining of 
conspiracy to destroy the Peoples Temple. When asked 
ho was plotting his demise, Jones responded, "Who 
Onspired to kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Malcolm X and 
Ohn Kennedy? Every agency of the whole government is 
iving us a hard time. Somebody doesn't like 
Ocialism."!176 [Jt was another calculated statement 

Tom the master of deceit. In so few words he gave the 
feporters the impression of a paranoid man with 
elusions of grandeur who was persecuted by the U.S. 
Overnment for his socialistic beliefs. To add 

Tedence to his claim, at his side was Mark Lane, the 
foremost authority on the CIA conspiracies to 
iSsassinate King and Kennedy. Actually, Jones was 
working for the CIA which had issued a “hands off" 
Order to the other agencies of the government 
Permitting him to perpetuate his many crimes in the 
U.S. unabated. The “somebody" who didn't like 


Socialism was Jim Jones. 
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Ryan, Dwyer, and the attorneys would spend the 
night in the Jonestown guest house that, until 
recently, had been occupied by Lisa Layton. The 


reporters were told that there was not enough room in 







the community to accommodate them. They said that the: 
would be perfectly comfortable on the floor of the 
pavilion but Jones resisted and sent them, sleeping 
bags and baggage, back to Port Kaituma. As Don Harris 
boarded the Temple truck for the return trip he was 
handed a note that read, "Help us get out of Jonestown. 
Vern Gosney, Monica Bagby." He told only his NBC news | 
crew. | 

Between the dinner, the darkness, the rock 
music and the deafening applause,there was almost no 
opportunity for serious investigation or even 
conversation and the reporters left with little or 
nothing to show for their first day's visit to 
Jonestown, except an impression of Jones who, in Tim 
Reiterman's words, "seemed paranoid if not crazy." 
Jones had been manipulating the press for years and was 
a far better actor than they were investigators. 
"Crazy" was just the impression he wanted to effect. 

The newsmen and visiting relatives were driven 
to "Mike's Disco and Rum House" where the Temple had 
reserved accommodations that were no better than the 
floor of the pavilion and not worth the bumpy, fifteen 
mile trip to Port Kaituma. But their comfort was not 
important to Jones; getting them out of Jonestown was 
all that mattered. The women in the group shared a 
bedroom while the men were told they could sleep on the 
kitchen floor. 

By then it was after midnight and the reporters 
sat about the bar drinking rum and beer and discussing 


the events of the day with some disappointment at 


— 
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ing away with so little. Into the midst of their 

versation wandered Corporal Rudder's unnamed 

istant but the reporters did not recognize the young 
table at first because he did not have the one 
that distinguished him from the other local Black 

his shotgun. After a few beers the young 

table invited the print media reporters, Krause, 
Ferman and Javers to accompany him to the village 

ice station where he wanted to relate some 

ormation about Jonestown in private. They left the 

, one at a time, and regrouped outside so as not to 
rt the NBC television crew. (Reporters can be a 

y competitive lot.) They walked down a dirt road 

it followed the river, passed the Temple's ship -- 

e “Cudjo" and into an adobe shack. It was so dark 

at they had to feel their way through the door. It 

S sometime between 2 AM and 4AM (reports vary) when 

four men sat down around a wooden table in the 

all room lit only by a candle in a beer can. 

The young constable recounted an incident that 

id happened a year and a half earlier when Leon 

“OussSard escaped from Jonestown and staggered out of 

ìe jungle and into that very room. Broussard had told 

e constable he escaped after having been repeatedly 
eaten by Temple guards. He described an underground 

el] used as solitary confinement for resident 

ffenders and gave the constable directions on how to 

Ocate the torture chamber, which he did in his 
ubsequent investigation. It was a root cellar-type 

ave containing a black box that resembled a coffin. 
hen the constable asked Jones about the cave, he said 

was for the storage of fresh produce though it was 
located in the jungle about 1/4 mile to the rear of the 


"Jonestown Experimental and Herbal Kitchen." What he 
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quite accurately described was the sensory deprivation 


tank used, not to punish, but as an experimental tool. 
the constable opened a safe 


In the light of one candle, 
He retrieved a ledger and 


plastered flush in the wall. 
read the names of three Temple members who had been 

airlifted out of Port Kaituma two evenings before the 
Congressman's party arrived. One was an elderly woman, 
The other two were middle-aged men, 


reportedly ill. 
the other with a cast on 


one with a cast on his arm, 
his leg. The constable took their alleged injuries as 
additional evidence of beatings in Jonestown and their 


departure as Jones' desire to hide the evidence from 


the probing eyes of Ryan and the press. The reporters 


believed what is, in retrospect, a very unlikely story. 


Jones' techniques of punishment were far more 
if he had done 


sophisticated than breaking bones and, 
so, he never would have sent the victims out of his 
control and especially not to Georgetown where they 
could have told their story to Ryan and the reporters 
who were waiting there for permission to visit the 
Nor would there be any medical reasons to 
Between Larry 


interior. 
send the three out of Jonestown. 
Layton's X-ray machine and Dr. Larry Schacht's skills 


as a physician, the Jonestown clinic could provide as 


many, if not more, services as any hospital in Guyana. 


The chartered plane and the rather dangerous nighttime 


landing was probably for another, more important 


reason. Conceivably, it was the last-minute evacuation 


of key agency personnel assigned to the experiment. 
Perhaps the woman was Lisa Layton or Charlotte Baldwin. 
The reporters never identified the three or even the 
constable who played a significant role in establishing 


their opinion of Jonestown. A fifth man, wearing a 


construction hard hat, entered the shack and, without 
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avitation, joined in the conversation. He was 
ntroduced as the electrical engineer who, every 

orning at this time, shut down the town's generator as 
part of a nationwide energy conservation program. He 
s very, even suspiciously, knowledgeable on the 

jject of Jonestown. The conversation drifted to 
ports of automatic weapons and the constable 
nfirmed that the government of Guyana had issued one 
ch permit to the Peoples Temple. The discussion 

ided when the constable promised to accompany the 
porters the next day to show them the underground 
rture chamber. He never did. 

The reporters made their way in the dark back 

> “Mike's" Disco" for a few hours sleep before the 
ample truck was to pick them up at the prearranged 

ime of 8:30 AM. All three would survive the next 

ay’s carnage. All three would write books about 
Jnestown. All three were influenced by the unnamed 
Onstable, but none more than Tim Reiterman. It seems 
hat Leon Broussard had left Port Kaituma and made his 
ay back to San Francisco in the summer of 1977 to 
etell his story of the brutal treatment in Jonestown 
none other than Tim Reiterman who doubted his 

‘laims. Now, a year and a half later and several 
hhousand miles away, Broussard's testimony was being 
Onfirmed. 

The Temple truck pulled up to "Mike's Disco" at 
bout 10:30AM, two hours late. The driver cited 
Mechanical problems but, in fact, his tardiness was 
just another means of restricting the reporters' access 
to Jonestown. After an uneventful trip they were 
mreeted at the front gate by Marceline Jones who 
announced that a lavish breakfast and an all-day tour 


awaited them. Not wanting to be tricked into another 
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nonproductive day, Don Harris, the most outspoken 
reporter, said that they had a lot of work to do and no 
time for breakfast though "coffee would be nice." 
Impatiently looking at his watch, he said something to 
the effect that they would begin the tour of what the 
wanted to see in just a few minutes. Mrs. Jones backe 
off. 







For the first time the reporters viewed the 
well organized community in the light of day and they 
were both impressed and suspicious of what they saw. 
Everything seemed staged. A group of children 
lethargically played on the grounds as if they had been 
ordered to do so. Another group watched a children's 
movie on the video-tape machine in the pavilion while 
others sat attentively in an outdoor classroom. It was 
Saturday and the reporters had learned that Jonestown 
maintained a typical Monday through Friday school week. 
No one seemed to be working. Everyone was relaxing in 
pastoral, picnic-like settings. Whenever a reporter 
would stray from the chosen path he was confronted by a 
friendly "Hi! Can I help you"? and herded back into 
line. They were too often told not to venture into 
certain areas because they would disturb the residents 
who were sleeping there. It was another wasted day. 
They did confront Jones with the constable's 
allegations of the presence of automatic weapons and an 
underground chamber; Jones denied the existence of 
both. The firearms had been locked away and the sensory 
deprivation tank long since destroyed in preparation 
for the day and the investigation that would inevitably 
follow. 

Ryan announced over the public address system 
that anyone wishing to return to the United States with 
him should gather up their belongings and board the 

























ick to the Port Kaituma airstrip. Vern Gosney, 
nica Bagby, the Parks family and several others 
epped forward. Jones spoke privately with each to 
cher convince them to stay or to give them last- 






ute instructions. Fifteen residents, mostly Cauca- 
m, wanted to leave. Jones gave each their passport 
| 5,000 Guyanese dollars for the passage home. 

Some said they would return after visiting 
fatives in the U.S. Jones was noticeably shaken at 
little more than 1% of his followers who wanted to 
home. He grasped his chest as if in pain and said 
his wife, "A pill," loud enough for the reporters 
Overhnear. Tim Reiterman later reported that 
OVingly, his wife resisted his entreaty." Though 
siterman and the other reporters recognized that some 
spects of the tour had been staged, they failed to 
alize that all aspects of the tour, including Jones' 
sference to "a pill", had been staged. They were 
Mvinced, and in turn convinced the world, of Jones' 
laginary drug dependency. Their portrayal of a crazed 
rug addict was exactly the public image Jones needed 

> explain the bizarre events that would take place 
ater that day. 

From over the public address system echoed, 
Bonny Simon! Bonny Simon! Please come to the radio 
room!" A few minutes later, a very upset Bonny Simon 
"an past Congressman Ryan. She was chasing after her 
lusband Alvin and screaming, "I'll kill you! You bring 
those kids back here! Don't touch my kids!"177 Alvin 
Simon, a full-blooded Pima Indian from Arizona, was 
herding his three small children towards the front gate 
and the truck that was about to depart for the Port 
Caituma airstrip. Bonny caught up to her family near 


the pavilion and tried to wrestle the children from 
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their father who obviously intended to take them back 
to the United States. With Ryan as an audience, Bonny 
and Alvin played tug-of-war with young Alvin, Jr. 
Ryan, Lane and Garry intervened and determined that 
questions of child custody should be settled in the 
courts. Alvin Simon conceded, deciding to remain wit. 
his children in Jonestown. Jones reassured everyone 
present that he would not punish Alvin for his attempt 
to leave and the situation calmed down. The U.S. Stat 
Department would later inform the Pima Indian tribe 
that Alvin Simon and his father Jose--a Pima chief and 
Jonestown resident--did not voluntarily drink the 
poison later that day. They had been injected. 

Everyone was in position and everything on 
schedule for the planned assassination at the airstrip; 
that is until Ryan decided to stay another night in 
Jonestown to document others, like Alvin Simon, who 
might wish to return to the U.S. at some future date. 
Jones was not about to rely on some unrehearsed 
contingency plan to kill the Congressman. He had to 
force Ryan to leave. As a last resort, Jones called 
upon his knife expert Don Sly to get the Congressman 
Ryan on the road to his death. 

Jones, Ryan, Lane and Garry were standing 
outside the pavilion when Don Sly approached the group, 
grabbed Ryan in a stranglehold, put a knife to his 
throat and screamed, "I'm gonna slit your throat you 
motherfucker." Ryan fell backwards on top of his 
attacker and the two attorneys wrestled the knife away 
but not before Sly reportedly cut himself between the 
thumb and forefinger. There was blood everywhere but 
mostly on the front of Ryan's shirt. Sly, an extremely 
strong athlete who had once trained for the Olympic 


swimming team, could have easily killed Ryan but the 
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an was not to kill him there, only to scare him into 
ving for the airstrip where the assassination team 
s waiting. The knife attack was staged. The blood 
; real but it came from a Hollywood special effects 
sule Sly had concealed in his hand. Ryan, obviously 
ken, ghostly white and spattered with blood, still 
ited to stay another night. Jones, who never 
plogized or showed any remorse over the incident, 
ked, "Does this change everything?" Ryan responded, 
t doesn't change everything but it does change some 
ings." Jones assured Ryan he would have Sly arrested 
the attempted murder although he had no intention 
doing so. 

Meanwhile, the truck loaded with newsmen, 
slatives and Jonestown defectors was delayed at the 
ront gate because, according to the driver, it was 
tuck in the mud. Actually, they were stalling, 

4iting for Ryan. Back at the pavilion, Jones huddled 
ith several of his aides as Dick Dwyer pleaded with 
ad even ordered Ryan to leave. Finally, Ryan agreed 
0O go with the others after Dwyer promised that he 
Ould return to Jonestown to document any other 
€sidents who might wish to leave but first he would 
ee Ryan off at the airstrip. At that precise moment, 
he truck was freed and Ryan and Dwyer had to run to 
atch up with it. Out of the huddle with Jones and 
unning alongside the two men was the sixteenth 
Onestown "defector," Larry Layton. 

The ride to the airstrip was uneventful. The 
Mood was one of relief; relief that everyone had gotten 
Mut alive, relief that Ryan had not been hurt in the 
xnife assault, relief that it was all over--or so they 
thought. The only thing to spoil the moment was an 


apprehension everyone felt at Larry Layton's presence. 











Those who knew him warned the others that his defection 





was probably feigned as he was too close to Jones. fhe 







truck swayed back and forth in the muddy ruts of the 
road built in the early days of Jonestown and into the 
clearing of the Port Kaituma airstrip built years 
earlier by United States mining concerns. The 
passengers disembarked and assembled in and around the 
only structure, a tin roofed passenger shed. Dick 
Dwyer quietly slipped into the village and returned 
with the unnamed constable before the group (which now 
numbered about thirty) had noticed he was missing. The 
airstrip was deserted except for some local onlookers © 
and four (possibly six) armed men in Guyanese military 
uniforms camped near the end of the runway to guard a 
“disabled military plane" that someone said had a 
broken wheel. 

Before long, two planes landed; the Otter from 
the day before and a six-seater Cessna that Ryan had 
ordered over the Jonestown radio after the defectors 
joined his party. It is interesting to note that just 
a day earlier Ryan could not charter enough seats to 
fly all the Concerned Relatives into Jonestown but he 
had no trouble arranging for this additional plane on 
short notice. In this story, when things worked 
smoothly it was because Jones wanted them to. Even 
with the additional plane there was still not enough 
room for everyone. Ryan decided that the defectors and 
the reporters with deadlines would be the first to fly 
to Georgetown; he and the others would wait for the 
Otter to return. Reporter Charles Krause begged 
defector Jim Cobb for his seat. While Jackie Speier 
organized the passengers and baggage, Ryan pat-searched 
the boarding male passengers following the advice of 
Dwyer and some of the defectors who suspected trouble 
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m Larry Layton, among others. Layton managed to 
wiggle a handgun onto the Cessna. Everyone was 

jling about the two planes, except Dick Dwyer and the 
tgun-toting constable who stood off the runway near 
shed. 

The Temple's dumptruck returned and, along with 
arm tractor towing a trailer, emerged from the 
2stown road and parked near the far end of the 

way across from the disabled military plane. The 

ick remained stationary but the tractor/trailer moved 
and across the runway to a vantage point between 
Cessna and the Otter. When the driver of the 

ictor began questioning the defectors as to who was 
Signed to which plane, the others became alarmed and 
rried to board and fly out of there before any 

ouble started. The tractor driver and his passengers 
oO rode in the high sided trailer (identified by 

rold Cordell as Stanley Gieg, Tom Kice, Sr., Albert 
uchette and Joe Wilson) walked over to the small 

“oup of Port Kaitumans and pushed them back out of the 
y. They then approached Dick Dwyer. The young 
mstable handed them his shotgun and both he and Dwyer 
acked away. The Temple guards went back to the 

failer and picked up automatic weapons described by 
Urvivors as M-16's. Shots were heard in the distance; 
robably the signal to begin the assault from the 

emple guards in the dump truck. The Cessna, fully 
Oaded, began to taxi when the shooting started. From 
Mside the plane, Larry Layton shot Vern Gosney and 
lonica Bagby but, as difficult as it is to believe, he 
‘eportedly missed the pilot. According to Dale Parks, 
ie then pointed the .38-caliber Smith and Wesson 
revolver at him and fired. There was noise but no 


pullet as if the gun had been loaded with a blank 
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cartridge. Parks wrestled the revolver from Layton, 
ending that half of the attack. Meanwhile, from the 
trailer, marksmen fired a volley low into the crowd 
surrounding the Otter, hitting several below the waist 
This first round was obviously intended, not to kill, 
but to immobilize the crowd, all of whom "hit the 
dirt." About half of the thirty had been shot but onl 
Patty Parks died in the first round. She was struck 










high in the torso because she was bent over when the 
shooting began. Her death was probably an accident. 
Bob Brown bravely continued to film the assault as the 
Temple guards moved in for the kill carrying the 
shotgun they had confiscated from the constable. One 
blast to Brown's head and his brains splattered over 
his video camera. Greg Robinson, who had been snapping 
still photos as fast as he could, was the next to fall 
to the shotgun. With both photographers dead, the 
assassins turned to Ryan who lay wounded near the Otter 
and shot him point-blank in the head. Don Harris 
suffered the same fate. In all, five were dead, five 
seriously wounded, five slightly wounded. 

The Temple assault team could have easily 
killed everyone at the airstrip. No one fought back 
and, thanks to Dwyer's advice to Ryan, no one could as 
they had been searched and disarmed moments before the 
attack. During the shooting, Bob Flick had pleaded 
with the Guyanese soldiers for protection or the loan 
of a weapon but they refused to even allow him near the 
disabled plane in their charge. In their words this 
was “Americans shooting Americans" and none of their 
business. 

Obviously, it was not the intention of the 
Temple assault team to kill everyone or to stop the 
Jonestown defectors from leaving. The intention was to 
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sasSinate Congressman Ryan. Cameramen Bob Brown and 
eg Robinson were killed just before Ryan because they 
filming the assassination. Patty Parks' death was 
iecident. Only the motive for killing newsman Don 
as remains unclear. It is possible that he too was 
mtended target who had been deliberately recruited 
the trip to Guyana and his death. Harris did share 
ommon history with the other dead newsmen in their 
erage of the Vietnam War. He was so close to the 
ion that he witnessed the fall of Saigon from the 

f of the U.S. Embassy. If he was an intended 

tim, the root of the reasoning may have been a 

ult of his Vietnam experience. In short, he learned 
ething he shouldn't have. But there is another very 
teresting, yet unfortunately unconfirmed, report that 
fris' hobby was the study of Howard Hughes' 

Inections with the CIA, which if true would be as 

d a motive as any for his murder. 

Of the five slightly wounded, one was visiting 
lative Beverly Oliver, three were the print media 
porters Javers, Reiterman and Krause. Krause, 

wever, could hardly be considered wounded; his leg 
Scratched while he squeezed through the baggage 
Mpartment door of the Cessna for cover during the 
Sault. The U.S. Embassy's Deputy Chief of Mission, 
ck Dwyer, was the fifth, claiming to have been grazed 
a bullet in the buttocks. There was blood on his 
nts but that's all anyone saw. His wound, if it was 
wound, did not stop him from assuming command of the 
‘oup after the shooting stopped and the Temple 

Ssault team retreated. Dwyer was out of the line of 
ire and was probably not shot as further evidenced by 
le fact that he waited several days before seeking any 


sdical attention in Georgetown. Years later, he 
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claimed to still carry a bullet that was lodged near 
the base of his spine, but this is pure conjecture 
because he has never backed his claim with hard 
evidence such as a verified X-ray. 

Despite Dick Dwyer's support of Jim Jones prior 
to the incident, his leadership of the survivors of th 
assassination went uncontested. He was, after all, the 
only ranking U.S. official on the airstrip. Dale Park 
recognized his authority when he brought Larry Layton 
and his revolver, not to the local police, but to 
Dwyer. 

There was a commotion at the end of the 
airstrip and Dwyer yelled, "They're coming back! 
They're coming back!," which was enough of a real 
threat to send any ambulatory survivors scrambling for 
cover in the nearby high swamp grass and jungle. Only 
the two pilots and Dwyer remained and after, a brief 
conversation the pilots boarded the Cessna and took off 
for Georgetown with Monica Bagby, leaving the others 
stranded in Port Kaituma under threat of another 
attack. There was no pilot to fly the Otter; besides, 
one of its engines had been damaged in the assault. 
The police radio that Don Harris had used the day 
before was conveniently inoperative (some say broken, 
others missing). There were no working telephones in 
Port Kaituma; no way to communicate with the outside 
world. There was but an hour or so of daylight left 
and, even if the Cessna had radioed Georgetown for 
help, there was not enough time for a rescue plane to 
arrive at the unlit strip before dark. Dick Dwyer 
quietly confiscated the group's only flashlight. 
Obviously, they would have to spend the night in Port 


Kaituma. 
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While hiding in and around the village from 
wyer'S imaginary second assault, Tim Reiterman was 
vonfronted by several men he believed to be locals. 
stepped forward, handed him a book on CIA 
ASpiracies and said, "We were told that you, the 
oup with the congressman, were CIA and heavily 
med."178 Reiterman replied that he was a reporter 
neither armed nor employed by the CIA. He would 
ber report that the man's peculiar remark was 

idence that Jones had primed the locals to be against 
congressional inquiry. He failed to realize that, 
rom the perspective of a Port Kaituman, all Americans 
ere the same whether they be congressmen, Concerned 
elatives, reporters, or the heavily armed CIA 
echnicians who had filmed the entire assassination 
rom their vantage point within the so-called 
disabled" military plane. 

With the exception of the constable providing 
he murder weapon, neither the Guyanese police nor the 
ilitary (if that is who they really were) played any 
Ole in the attack other than that of witness. The 
Olice claimed they were helpless because their only 
med constable had been disarmed by the assailants. 

he soldiers, who incidentally had not been disarmed 
luring the attack, remained aloof to the whole affair, 
hat is until Dick Dwyer approached them. They agreed 
house the severely wounded, not in the plane that 
hey were guarding, but in their small camp tent. With 
ld pedsprings for litters and rum for anesthetic, the 
four critically wounded were carried to the tent. The 
lead were left lying on the airstrip overnight, during 
Which time the bodies were looted of everything but 
their clothing. This has been attributed to the local 


natives who have a reputation for stealing anything of 
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value that isn't nailed down but the most valuable 
items on the bodies were their notes on Jonestown; the 
missing notes that someone took from the bodies under 
the cover of darkness. 

One at a time, the survivors emerged from the 
jungle and returned to the airstrip after Dwyer's fals 
alarm. Dwyer sent them to the Port Kaituma Rum Shop 
where he had arranged for them to spend the evening. 
Everyone was sheltered by sunset. The wounded in the 
tent certainly could not move and the others in the Rum 
Shop certainly would not move. They were so afraid of 
a second Temple assault that they sent two escorts with 
any of their number who exited the rear door of the 
shop to relieve their bladders from another evening of 
over indulging in drink. Between the cases of beer at 
the airstrip, the first evening at Mike's Disco and Rum 
House, and the second evening at the Port Kaituma Rum 
Shop, whether intentionally or not the reporters would 
pass their two days in Guyana's interior under the 
influence of alcohol. Only Dick Dwyer remained mobile 
during the long night. He shuttled between the Rum 
Shop and the tent on the airstrip, being away from both 
for hours at a time. 

Out of the dark and into the Rum Shop stumbled 


the unidentified constable, obviously drunk. "I'll 
kill them! I'11] kill them! I'11 kill them all in 
Jonestown!" he screamed. The reporters tried to calm 


him down, fearing that in his enthusiasm he might 
decide to kill them instead. No one suspected that, at 
that precise moment fifteen miles away in Jonestown, 

the residents were killing themselves. The constable 
left the Rum Shop, never to be heard from again. This 
man, who knew so much about Jonestown, who had such a 
profound influence on the reporters and the stories 
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hey told to the outside world, who provided the murder 
Epon to kill Congressman Ryan, has never been 
jestioned or even identified, which exemplifies what 
muld be a mediocre investigation into the 

sassination. No attempt was made to even locate the 
rder weapon or the Temple guard who fired the fatal 
otgun blasts. Nor were several critical questions 

en addressed. For example, though reports vary as to 
caliber of the shotgun, all agree it was a single- 
jot, but even if it were a double-barrel the assassin 
uld have had to reload to have fired the four fatal 
ots. Where did he get the additional ammunition? 
eports indicate that the constable provided only the 
hotgun. Was the Temple assault team equipped with 

ust the right ammunition for the constable's gun? If 
©, this is evidence of collusion as the Temple guards 
ust have had prior knowledge that Dwyer's companion 
Ould be present during the attack and would give them 
iis gun. 

As absurd a miscarriage of justice as it would 
Ppear to be, in the final analysis, a U.S. Congressman 
aS assassinated in full view of at least four dozen 
weople, some of whom, like the constable,have never 

een identified or even questioned as to what they 
itnessed. No attempt was made to bring anyone to 
justice or to even locate the murder weapon. Larry 
ayton would be the only one tried in U.S. courts for 
the crime and he was charged, not with murder, but with 
-OnSpiracy to murder. As to who actually killed Leo 
Ryan, no one seems to care and everyone has a 
preconceived, precontrived rationale. To a privileged 
few, Ryan was killed by the CIA. To the rest of the 
World, Ryan was killed by the crazed Jim Jones. Though 


Doth opinions are basically correct, it is still 
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difficult to fathom that U.S. authorities would not 
search for the man who pulled the trigger. In the 
Layton trial, the prosecution not only did not indict 
the other Temple guards identified as members of the 
airstrip assault team, they did not even subpoena them 
to testify. The investigation into Ryan's death was 
Sloppy to the point of suspicion. 

It was early morning, California time, when the 
phone rang in the Foster City home of Ryan's attorney 
and close friend, Joe Holsinger. It was the White 
House informing him that Ryan had been killed in 
Guyana. "How do you know this?" he asked. The White 
House spokesman answered that CIA personnel had 
witnessed the assassination. To pinpoint the agent the 
White House was referring to is difficult as there were 
many on the airstrip at the time. There was the U.S. 
Embassy's Deputy Chief of Mission (by definition, a 
legal agent) who, when later asked about his employment 
with the CIA, gave the agency's standard, up-against- 
the-wall, reply, "I can neither confirm nor deny the 
allegation." Dick Dwyer would later leave Guyana and 
take up residence in, of all places, Grenada where he 
continued the work started by Jones in preparation for 
the U.S. invasion of the island nation. There is no 
doubt that Dwyer worked for the CIA. Then, there was 
Larry Layton, whose entire family had been cleared for 
top secret work by the federal government. Layton was 
too close to the true nature of the experiment to be 
anything but CIA. And then there were the current and 
former Temple members on both sides of the assault. 

All were top aides in a CIA operation and some realized 
it. Even the reporters were suspect. Charles Krause's 


position as the Buenos Aires correspondent for the 
Washington Post as well as his future work 
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nvestigating political turmoil in Central and South 
merica make it difficult, if not impossible, for him 
o deny at least an affiliation with the CIA. There 
other suspects like the unnamed constable and the 
who carried a book on CIA conspiracies through the 
actment of a CIA conspiracy. But more than likely, 
White House was referring to the group of CIA 
servers who filmed the entire event from their 
mmand center in the disabled plane that had the only 
perative radio outside of Jonestown. There were only 
Aree possible ways that the message could have been 
ent out of the interior. First, there was the Cessna 
hat returned to Georgetown. If the message was sent 
them, then one of the two pilots, or Monica Bagby, 
as a CIA operative. The other two possibilities were 
he two radios; one in Jonestown and the other in the 
isabled plane. 

Meanwhile, the assault team had returned to 
Onestown to report their success. Jones switched on 
the reel-to-reel tape recorder to document the White 
ight. Into the microphone he said, "Take Dwyer to the 
fast House." Many have seen this as a mistake on the 
mart of Jones who supposedly thought that Dwyer had 
eturned as he had said he would but, in reality, it 
NaS a calculated statement designed to give the 
impression that Jones had no knowledge of Dwyer's 
whereabouts or activities in order to disassociate him 


from the masterplan. 


The Congressman is dead! The 
Congressman is dead! Come to the 
pavilion. What a legacy! What a 
legacy! It's time to pass over. 


This isn't just a suicide, it's a 





Come my 























revolutionary suicide. 
children before the GDF (Guyanese 
Defense Force) parachutes in here 
to castrate, rape and kill. 


Obviously, Jones was using the assassination as a 
mechanism to trigger the experiment. He had put 
Guyana's Prime Minister in power and neither the GDF 
nor any Guyanese authority were about to interfere with 
his project. It was all a bluff. 

A few minutes earlier Jones had sent Mark Lane 
and Charles Garry to the East House under the armed 
protection of none other than Don Sly, the same man 
they had wrestled to the ground just a couple of hours 
earlier. Jones' odd selection of a bodyguard was a 
two-fold plan. Overall, his intention was to discredit 
Mark Lane and his association with Ryan's assailant 
after the incident was at least a vague reference to 
collusion. Besides, Sly got to show off the bandage on 
his hand that, in the minds of the attorneys, 
reinforced the impression that he had been injured in 
his attack on Congressman Ryan. Jones never intended 
to kill the attorneys. If Lane had been murdered in 
Jonestown just prior to his scheduled Congressional 
testimony about CIA assassinations, the press might 
have accused Jones of working for the CIA. Instead of 
taking Lane's life, Jones and the CIA decided to take 
his career, hence influence. The intention was to 
discredit Lane, hence he and Garry were allowed to 
"escape" the White Night. Don Sly disappeared, leaving 
only the Temple guards Jimmy Jones and Jim Johnson 
between the attorneys and the open jungle. Lane claims 


they convinced the guards to let them leave so they 
could write the truth about the Peoples Temple but the 
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guards would have allowed them to leave anyway because 
that was Jones' plan. Together, Lane and Garry tore 
mali strips of cloth from a spare pair of underwear, 
jed the strips to the vegetation and, like Hansel and 
retel, made their way through the jungle to Port 
aituma, where the following morning they were reunited 
ith the survivors of the airstrip attack. Later that 
ay they would be rescued by the GDF who were obviously 
n no hurry to reach Port Kaituma or Jonestown. The 
Troops didn't fly, but took the train, and then walked 
he last twenty miles fearing the train might be 
abotaged. The delay allowed Jones the time to count 
jodies and record the results of the experiment. 

Back at the pavilion, about a dozen staffers, 
under the direction of Dr. Larry Schacht and poisons 
expert Faith Worley, gathered around a metal vat to mix 
and distribute the Kool-Aid/ cyanide/tranquilizer 
potion, the recipe for which had been formulated some 
five years earlier during the first White Night 
rehearsal in 1973. Despite one report that Jones had 
threatened mass suicide by fire the year before, 
Poisoned wine had always been the intended medium for 
the Temple's "Last Supper" communion. Early on, Jones 
had asked Faith Worley what poison to use. "Cyanide" 
Was her reply. Jones agreed and reportedly added, 


"That's what the Germans used." 


Recipe for Mass Suicide 


Say it was actually an imitation product called Fla- 
Vor-Aid) was as close to wine as practical but it was 
Not a last minute substitution. Several months 


earlier, Jones was conducting a video-taped tour of 
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Jonestown when he went out of his way to describe the 
community's stock of Kool-Aid in the supply room; 
another example of his off-beat sense of humor and 
evidence of his awareness of and plans to use the drink 
mix as flavoring. 

100 pounds of potassium cyanide--More important than 
the flavoring was the cyanide, or rather the timing o 
the cyanide. It is critical to understand that even 
though Jones had rehearsed the White Night for over 
five years and had threatened mass suicide in 1977, he 
did not have the ability to carry it out until just two 
ship, "Cudjo" brought the plastic drum of poison from 
Georgetown to Port Kaituma. It was Wednesday, November 
15th, when Harold Cordell unloaded the drum on the dock 
for the last leg of its long journey to Jonestown. 
Jones had purchased the cyanide compound from a 
chemical company in Upstate New York about the same 
time that the dates of Ryan's visit had been scheduled, 
which disproves the federal government's position that 
Jones did not plan the assassination or the 
suicide/murder that followed. 

Tranquilizers--Liquid Valium and Darvon were were added 
to the potion to ease the pain of death--a twisted 
compassion in an inhumane act. 

The medical staff filled hypodermic syringes, 
squeeze bottles and hundreds of paper cups with the 
poisoned brew. Jones called everyone to the pavilion 
and, with the reel-to reel tape recorder operating, he 
ordered the final White Night. "Please get the 
medication before it's too late. . . The GDF will be 
here . .. Don't be afraid to die ... It's all oveni 

. The Congressman is dead . . .How many are dead?"179 
He then took a few minutes to debrief the assault team 
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efore returning to the microphone. "Oh, God almighty. 
atty Parks is dead."180 Jones, who showed no remorse 
ər the death of Ryan and the newsmen, or for that 
tter, the pending death of his congregation, was 
nestly upset with the news of Patty Parks' demise, 
ich supports the theory that her death was an 
intentional accident. 

From time to time Jones left the pavilion and 
services for various errands. Once he radioed the 
mple's Georgetown headquarters in Lamaha Gardens to 
istruct them to begin their own White Night. When 
hey asked how, Jones replied, "K-N-I-F-E" as he 
pelled out the murder weapon. Sharon Amos and her 
hree children died from having their throats slit with 
large kitchen knife. Some say that Amos killed her 
hildren and then herself but others claim they were 
ill murdered by long-time Temple aide Charles Beikman, 
ho witnessed the deaths but survived uninjured. 
likman was a Caucasian ex-Marine who operated the 
femple's thrift store in Kumaha. As further evidence 
Jf premeditation, the store was closed seven days 
9efore the massacre. 

The first to die in Jonestown were the babes- 
in-arms. On Jones' order, mothers holding small 
Children were the first to line up in front of the vat 
Of poison where the technicians squirted the potion 
into the throats of the children. The infants 
Swallowed and screamed. "Don't be afraid," Jones 
Teassured them. "It isn't painful, just a little 
bitter tasting." The very young were not a part of the 
€xperiment as they had not reached the age of reason. 
This first step was not to test the children but the 
Willingness of the mothers to kill their children. 


Many mothers wandered aimlessly about the pavilion, 
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holding their dead or dying offspring. In this first 
round, only the infants were poisoned, the mothers were 
not. Next to the vat of poison stood Annie Moore 
holding a box of colored Magic Markers. She placed a 
black "X" on any mother who cooperated in the murder, 
Their time would come soon as, clearly, the order of 
execution was by age. 

The older children were next. One at a time 
they drank their paper cup of death. The adults 
followed and so did the trouble as many refused to 
drink the poison. Force-feeding would have been a waste 
of precious time. Uncooperative residents were 
captured by armed guards who had formed two concentric 
circles around the pavilion. The guards dragged them 
to the vat of poison where they were injected and 
somehow labelled involuntary (an essential procedure 
necessary to document the results of the experiment). 
The last to die were the seniors. Death from cyanide 
poisoning takes several minutes, during which is coverage of African politics in published 


eee, 


Nor was Lindsay's name mentioned in White Night, a book 


by Californian John Peer Nugent. Nugent shared 
Lindsay's and Naipaul's interests in both Jonestown and 


the politics of Africa, having been Newsweek's chief 


African correspondent during the politically tumultuous 
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arly 1960's. Author of Call Africa 999, Nugent 
presently acts as an advisor to several elected 
sfficials in Washington on U.S./African relations. 

It would appear that the primary intention of 
ritish post-Jonestown propaganda was to mask their use 
f the facility in the training of mercenaries bound 

Se Africa, hence the logical choices for the 

sSignment were British reporters and writers who had 
Iready worked with the British Intelligence operations 
n African conflicts. Though the British may have 
hared in the mind control test results for use in 
frica, they were concerned with covering up only the 
arly training camp period of Jonestown while, as will 
explored in the next chapter, the CIA concentrated 

n covering up only their involvement in the second 
ialf of the project. Their individual efforts were not 
fotally coordinated so to best understand the CIA's 
role one must read the British reports, and vice versa. 
in the end, the only common denominator to both 
disinformation campaigns was Gordon Lindsay. 

To date there has been only one official 
government investigation into the assassination of 
congressman Ryan and the massacre that followed. The 
study, conducted by three staff members of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, was based largely on a 
Series of interviews with U.S. State Department 
Officials, CIA personnel and ex-Temple members (if one 
Considers these three categories as separate). On May 


15, 1979, the investigators issued their report 


ear es | a e e 


Committee on Foreign Affairs--Document #96-223, 96th 
Congress.) In view of the truth about Jonestown, this 


document stands as one of the most absurd miscarriages 
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of justice in American history. Though the report is 
perforated with errors, in some areas it is 


surprisingly accurate as in the following passage; 


Who and what was Jim Jones? We 
believe it is accurate to say he 
was charismatic in some respects; 
in fact, he was especially adroit 
in the area of human psychology. 
As we have studied him and 
interviewed those who knew him 
well and had come under his 
influence, we have concluded that 
he was first and foremost a 
master of mind control.181 


So much for the truth. Under the critical 
question of whether there was a conspiracy to 
assassinate Congressman Ryan, the committee went so far 
as to doubt that even Jones had conspired to kill him. 


They did report several facts to the contrary, such as: 


--The arrival of the cyanide, two days before 
Ryan's visit. 

-~The planting of a Temple spy (Tim Carter) in 
The Concerned Relatives group to monitor 
Ryan's trip plans. 

--The start of the White Night some twenty 
minutes prior to the assault team's return 
to Jonestown. 

--Reports that Jones implied Ryan would be 
killed several days before he arrived. 
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fhough the committee could not have avoided reporting 
such hard evidence,they dismissed the entire concept of 


, conspiracy with the following preamble: 


The possibility of any prior 
conspiracy tends to be diminished 
by the fact that Gordon Lindsay, 
a reporter whom Mr. Jones 
regarded as an arch enemy of 
People's Temple, was not allowed 
to enter Jonestown with the Ryan 
party .182 


nd therein lies the most common error (or cover-up) 
sIncountered in the study of Jim Jones. While the 
ommittee recognized that Jones was a manipulator, "a 
aster of mind control" and obviously, a mass murderer, 
hey could not envision him as a liar. They actually 
lelieved what a man like Jones would go out of his way 
say, and even based their report on Ryan's death on 
he words of the man who had him killed. In reality, 
ordon Lindsay never did anything that hurt Jones. On 
the contrary, he helped to organize the Ryan party 

hich was crucial to Jones' plans. For without the 
security Ryan felt with Lindsay's news crew, he might 
hot have agreed to visit Jonestown. Lindsay was not an 
enemy of Jim Jones. Ina larger way, Jones had used 
the same techniques in his claims that the CIA was 
trying to destroy him. This produced two basic world 
Opinions; The CIA was intent on destroying him or that 
his statements were evidence of a paranoid mind. In 
truth, Jones was a liar who claimed the CIA was his 


enemy to disguise his association with the agency. 
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Contrary to the implications set forth in the 
title of the House Committee report, the document was 
largely, not an investigation into Congressman Ryan's 
death, but a defense of the State Department's 
involvement in the Jonestown project. Needless to say, 
the committee looked favorably on the Department's 
role, even praising "the brave and dedicated efforts of 
Dick Dwyer," while many felt the actions of the State 
Department were suspicious for one reason or another. 

Above all,the most damaging evidence against 
the House Committee report is their list of seemingly 


non-related recommendations: 


~-A committee review of the Privacy 
Act and the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act to determine if 
legislative changes were re- 
quired. 

--A congressional review of Inter- 
nal Revenue Service regulations 
about tax-exempt privileges the 
People's Temple had enjoyed as a 
church. 

--Revision by the State Department 
of the existing system for 
dissemination of documents and 
information to provide a more 
candid exchange. 

~-Concentrated scientific research 
to understand the dynamics and 
methods of cults and their 
leaders. 

--Inclusion of a comprehensive dis- 


cussion of cults on the agenda of 


nen a a a 
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a forthcoming White House Confer- 


ence on the Family. 


so it was that this only official government 
vestigation into Ryan's assassination ended, with 
commendations for other investigations into tax- 
emptions, the flow of government information and 
Its in general without even approaching the all- 


portant questions of who killed Congressman Ryan and 


The mass suicide in Jonestown was not without 
secedent in history. In 79 AD about one thousand Jews 
imped to their deaths from the cliffs of Masada, 
hoosing suicide over capture by the Romans. Ina 
trikingly similar incident,a German woman evangelist 
ed several hundred of her followers into the jungles 
f South America where,in the early 1900's, they died 
amass suicide ritual. Though there are other 
xamples in history, Jonestown will remain synonymous 
ith mass suicide. Perhaps it would have been better 
leave the subject with such a simple, concise 
Sscription for, in light of the truth, curiosity and 
Ntrigue are replaced by unadulterated horror at the 
ignificance of the White Night. 
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XIV VARIOUS VILLAINS AND VICTIMS 


Even with all the preparation and execution, 
he CIA's task was only half finished with the 
ompletion of the experiment. There were many loose 
nds that, if left untied, might expose the agency's 
ponsorship of Jonestown. The situation called for a 


mall army of agency propagandists who embarked on a 
lassive disinformation campaign designed to disguise 
the true nature of the experiment. Before one can 
inderstand the post-Jonestown propaganda campaign, the 
ften misused word "propaganda" must first be defined. 
fhe word has its origin in the Congregation for the 


Propagation of the Faith; a committee of Roman Catholic 


Cardinals in charge of the foreign missions. 
Propaganda refers to the activity of any organization 
Or movement working for the propagation of particular 
ideas, doctrines or principles, or those ideas, 
doctrines or practices. By definition, every work 
Published or promoted by a group is propaganda. In 
recent times, it has become synonymous with deception 
and distortion and it is in this context that the word 


Propaganda is used in this chapter; a study of those 
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who are responsible for the mostly false public Opinion 
about Jonestown. 

Jim Jones had always manipulated public opinion 
about his Peoples Temple but the State Department ang 
the CIA did not begin their disinformation campaign 
until late in the story when they neglected to warn 
Congressman Ryan of the danger he would face in Guyana. 
In the wake of the tragedy, Prime Minister Burnham's 
CIA-installed government refused to allow FBI 
investigators into Guyana. The CIA, however, was 
allowed in. The U.S. military personnel who removed 
the bodies were allowed in. Even independent reporters 
and researchers were allowed in, but each was shadowed 
by an agent in a “buddy system" intended to direct and 
deceive those who would relay the story to the world. 
Yet the FBI was denied entry. There would be no 
official investigation into the assassination of 
Congressman Ryan or the death of over nine hundred 
Americans in Jonestown. 

The CIA's stonewalling continued as exemplified 
by the experience of one Fielding M. McGehee. McGehee, 
a journalist with a “personal and professional" 
interest in Jonestown, petitioned the CIA under the 
Freedom of Information Act for all of their records on 
the Peoples Temple and Jonestown. There was an initial 
flurry of activity following his request in early 
December of 1978, but the agency was more concerned 
with investigating Mr. McGehee than in giving him 
access to their files. No reports were released. Two 
years later, McGehee filed suit in federal court and 
the CIA was ordered to respond by May of 1981. There 
were a total of eighty-four agency documents on 
Jonestown. In the end, only twelve were released in 


full. Eighteen additional documents were released but 
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hese were substantially edited. To this day the CIA 
efuses to comply with the court order to release the 
est. In January of 1983, a three judge panel in the 
S. Court of Appeals ruled that the CIA had acted in 
ad faith" in denying McGehee's request. It had taken 
em two and a half years to release only a small 
action of the information they possessed from the 

ry beginning. Their behavior has been attributed to 
desire not to disclose the identity of their 

eratives in Jonestown, but very few suspected that 

ie of those operatives was Jim Jones. Fielding 
eGehee's experience was typical of the uncooperative 
tance taken by the CIA in the wake of the White Night. 
There were so many books on Jonestown, 

ublished in the few years after its demise, that one 
riter's guide to book publishing used Jonestown as a 
rime example of why there should be a registry of 

orks in preparation. Whether justified or not, the 
ffect of this 1982 guide was to discourage writers and 
ublishers from producing any further works on what the 
innamed “senior editor" considered an overworked 
aubject. To date, at least thirty books have been 
ublished on the subject of Jim Jones, the Peoples 
femple and/or Jonestown. Many are foreign or out of 
rint and difficult to find. Together these full- 
length reports and lesser works on the subject comprise 
the data base from which a false public opinion has 
Deen formed. This chapter will review each of the 
major works on the subject and attempt to provide a 
logical reason why all fell short of reporting the 


[ruth about Jonestown. 
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Guyana Massacre: The Eyewitness Account by Charles 
A. Krause with exclusive material by Laurence 
M. Stern, Richard Harwood and the staff of the 
Washington Post. New York: Berkley Publishing 


Corporation, 1978. 


Charles Krause graduated from Princeton 
University in 1972 to join the editorial staff of the 
Washington Post, where he covered local Washington 
politics until 1978 when, just prior to Jonestown, he 
was promoted to Latin American Correspondent. Krause 
was one of the reporters in Ryan's party. He survived 
the assault at the airstrip by hiding in the baggage 
compartment of the Cessna. Krause and the Washington 
Post's writers' group, under the direction of executive 
editor Benjamin C. Bradlee, published Guyana Massacre 
in December of 1978. Laurence Stern, who was the chief 
of the Saigon Bureau during the Vietnam War, 
contributed much to the book as did Richard Harwood 
whose career included covering the Kennedy assassi- 
nations and the Kent State killings. Though less 
noted, the contributions of former Washington Post 
reporter John Jacobs had a major influence on how the 
Guyana Massacre viewed Jones and Jonestown. 

Krause's book is one of the best introductions 
to the subject but it is by no means a definitive work 
as it was compiled, written, edited and printed in less 
than a month's time. It was the brainchild of the 
Washington Post which intended to capitalize on the 
then-current news story by being the first to publish 
“The Eyewitness Account" when, in fact, Krause 
witnessed very little from the plane's baggage 


compartment (at the airstrip) and absolutely nothing of 
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he events happening in Jonestown. As of this writing, 
sharles Krause is the Washington Post's Chief 
orrespondent in Latin America and is largely 
sponsible for the print and electronic media's 
porting about this politically explosive part of the 
mid. 
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Suicide Cult: The Inside Story of the Peoples 


Marshall Kilduff and Ron Javers-~staff corre- 
spondents of the San Francisco Chronicle. 
New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1978. 


Marshall Kilduff and Ron Javers, along with 
heir colleagues at the San Francisco Chronicle, 
ublished The Suicide Cult in December of 1978 as the 
lest Coast counterpart to the Washington Post's Guyana 
lassacre. Both would later be referred to as 
checkbook journalism." They were hastily prepared and 
hallow; concerned more with the financial timing of 
he work than the accuracy of the information it 
-Ontained. In both cases, the time from conception of 
he book to availability in the book stores was less 
phan a month. 

Kilduff had been writing about the Peoples 
femple for about two years, ever since Jim Jones had 
isked him to cover a story at the "Pink Palace;" a low 
income apartment house under Jones' control as director 
5f the San Francisco Housing Authority. Ron Javers 
Degan his journalistic career in Philadelphia where he 
was one of the first reporters to recognize the 
importance of the "MOVE" organization formed there in 


mo72. (The primarily Black organization was founded by 
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Donald Glassey; a Caucasian who was the son of the 
national vice president of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Glassey had once admitted that he was a government 
informant.) Only months before the White Night, Javers 
was hired by the San Francisco Chronicle and 
Subsequently assigned to the Ryan party. He was 
wounded but survived the airstrip assault. Following 
the massacre, the staff of the San Francisco Chronicle, 
including Kilduff, Javers and columnist Herb Caen wrote 
the Suicide Cult. As soon as the book was finished, as 
if it were the only reason Javers relocated to the West 
Coast, he returned to Philadelphia to accept a position 
as editor of Philadelphia Magazine where five years 
later he once again rose to national prominence as the 
authority on the MOVE organization. MOVE's head- 
quarters had been stormed by the police in August of 
1978, just three months prior to Jonestown, and nine 
members were arrested. This lead to a second 
confrontation in mid 1985 when police dropped a bomb on 
their Philadelphia stronghold; a bomb that started a 
fire that would destroy over eighty rowhouses in the 
neighborhood and kill eleven people. Over the years, 
MOVE had protested for or against several causes. Most 
notable was their campaign against the Quakers and 
their stated purpose in working for the demolition and 
rebuilding of their neighborhood. Ironically, in the 
end, the City of Philadelphia did their bidding by 
levelling the neighborhood and, in their subsequent 
public humiliation at an act of government violence 
unprecedented since the fire-bombing of the SLA's 
headquarters in Los Angeles, they agreed to rebuild the 
neighborhood, exactly what the MOVE people wanted,but 
at the cost of seven adult and four child members who 
died in the fire-bombing. Of MOVE, Javers has been 
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uoted as saying, “They always seem to be on a death 
trip. It's a group that needs to feel the world is 
imploding on them to have inner group solidarity." 
avers description might better have been applied to 
ie Peoples Temple. It is odd that Javers would be the 
Foremost expert" on two Black organizations that would 
oth meet a questionable and violent demise. 

The Suicide Cult, like the Guyana Massacre, is 
good primer but too commercial to be considered 
nything but an “instant book" intended to capitalize 


the topical interest. 
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‘he Broken God by Bonnie Thielmann with Dean Merrill. 
Elgin, Illinois: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 
NU Sho 


Little more can be said about author Bonnie 
almin Burnham Thielmann than has not already been 
reported. Briefly, Bonnie had conspired with Jones 
ver since their early days in Brazil. Her father had 
Irdained the minister and Bonnie would remain very 
Close to the story for years to come when she escorted 
Mayor Moscone to the Peoples Temple, Congressman Ryan 
to Guyana and Moscone to Ryan's funeral. Following 
Ryan's funeral and Moscone's assassination, Bonnie took 
the advice of a literary classic and got herself to . 
Nunnery. The Broken God was written at the Cenacle 
Retreat House in Warrenville, Illinois. Under the 
Protection of two Catholic nuns and with the help of 
Professional writer, Dean Merrill, Bonnie composed the 
third instant Jonestown book which was first printed in 
January of 1979. The Broken God is not recommended 


Treading but due to the author's lack of experience and 
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short-term deadline, her true relationship with Jim 
Jones is easy to see without even reading between the 
lines. It is for this reason, and because Bonnie 
Thielmann lasted the full cycle of Jones’ career, that 
her life is well worth publication and the Broken God 
is as good a place as any to start. It should be 


studied and only sometimes believed. 
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The Peoples Temple by Michael Prokes. Unfinished, 
unpublished, previewed on March 13, 1979. 


The Peoples Temple is a forty-two page partial 
manuscript of dubious intent that would become the 
author's last will and testament. 

In 1972, Michael Prokes was a twenty-five-year- 
old reporter who covered the Stockton area for KXTV in 
Sacramento. He lived in a luxurious home on a golf 
course, complete with fancy cars and all the amenities 
of an upper income California lifestyle. Prokes was 
CIA and, when the agency called, he gave up his job , 
his family, and his home to join the Peoples Temple in 
Ukiah as Jones' press secretary. As the highly-skilled 
mouthpiece for the Temple, Prokes worked closely with 
Terri Buford to develop a working relationship with 
columnist Herb Caen, reporter John Jacobs and 
investigative journalist David Conn as well as many 
others who professed an interest in the Peoples Temple. 
As the Temple's media propagandist, Prokes was privy tO 
at least some of Jones' false public image as he was 
responsible for creating it. Minutes before the White 
Night in Jonestown, Jones sent Prokes on a mission to 
deliver a token amount of money to the Russian Embassy 


as his last duty as the Temple's disinformation 
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jnister. Prokes' job was in public relations, not 
medicine, so he was not told about the experiment and, 
peing so ill-prepared, was shocked and dismayed at the 
news of the death he so narrowly avoided. He would 
remain in Guyana for two months with John Jacobs and 
ther American reporters. 
Prokes returned to San Francisco in January 
1979 to testify before the U.S. Grand Jury. His 
request for immunity was denied by U.S. Attorney 
William Hunter. Prokes appeared at the hearings but 
Said nothing. 
Disillusioned and depressed over being deceived 
into his part in the atrocity, Prokes called a press 
conference scheduled for March 13,1979 in room 106 at 
the Motel 6 in his hometown of Modesto. He had 
promised the press a good story. First he read a 
portion of his work for the electronic reporters and 
then circulated copies for all eight reporters in 
attendance. The statement was a confession of his work 
as a government informant and even detailed how he was 
Paid two hundred dollars a week by a case officer he 
identified as Gary Jackson. 
The question and answer period was too short. 
Prokes admitted to working for U.S. Intelligence and 
when asked if Jones was as well, he excused himself and 
Went into the motel room's bath, closed the door and 
as never heard from again. A shot rang out and Prokes 
on the bathroom floor with a .38 caliber 
in his head. A note read, "If my death does not 
another book about the end of Jonestown, my life 
worth living." He died a few hours later. John 
wrote his obituary for the San Francisco 
Examiner. No one reported what Prokes had said during 


the press conference. The New York Times did not even 
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report his death. The only surviving copy of The 
Peoples Temple comes from conspiracy attorney Mark Lane 
who received the manuscript in the mail a few days 
after Prokes' alleged suicide. Lane's copy was an 
admission of Prokes' guilt but a defense of Jim Jones; 


a continuation of the work of the Temple's press 


secretary. 
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Six Years with God: Life Inside Rev. Jim Jones's 


Peoples Temple by Jeannie Mills. New York: 
A & W Publishing, Inc., 1979. 


Elmer and Deanna Mertle changed their names to 
Al and Jeannie Mills in 1975 when they left the Peoples 
Temple. They had become disillusioned with Jim Jones 
and with what they came to view as his mistreatment of 
the congregation. Al had been the Temple's chief 
photographer, while Jeannie directed publication of the 
Temple's literature. Both were in public relations 
which, in this case, might better be defined as 
propaganda. Because of their jobs and high rank in the 
Temple, the Millses knew at least some of Jones' 
secrets and their view of his false public image 
contributed to their discontent and eventual defection. 

In what has been described as a rambling house 
in Berkeley, the Millses opened the Human Freedom 
Center, a group dedicated to helping former cult 
members readjust to life in mainstream society. They 
formed the Concerned Relatives and along with Tim and 
Grace Stoen, Bonnie Thielmann, Tim Carter, Deborah 
Layton and other ex-Temple members of dubious 
intention, they petitioned Congressman Ryan's help in 
securing the release of their family members living in 
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Jonestown. There were two subgroups within the 
Concerned Relatives; those who, as the name implies, 
ere honestly concerned about their relatives, and 
hose who were using the organization to entice Ryan 
nto a situation where he would be assassinated. If 
he Millses were of this second, covert, group, their 
over was very deep as there is little evidence to even 
uggest they were co-conspirators. 
It was Tim Stoen who encouraged Jeannie to use 
er skills as a writer/publisher to produce a book 
bout the Peoples Temple, which she began immediately 
Ollowing the tragedy in Guyana. Six Years With God 
fas published in late 1979 by A & W Publishers, Inc. 
Jeannie is said to have used her $30,000 advance to 
burchase a Mercedes Benz. She did not hold the 
copyright which went instead to MBR/Investments; an 
Imidentified entity that may have been her patron and 
the source of the rather generous advance for a 
Previously unpublished author. 
Six Years with God is a well-written account of 
life in the Peoples Temple with particular attention 
Paid to Jones' manipulation of his followers. Though 
the book does not expose the true nature of Jones or 
his experiment in Guyana, it is believed to be accurate 
Within the limited awareness of Al and Jeannie Mills. 
As somewhat of an autobiography, the book is tainted by 
the author's attempts to justify her involvement with 
Jones but, overall, it makes for interesting reading. 
The many photographs, especially those of Temple 
documents from Al's collection, are of particular 
Value. 

On February 26, 1980, about a month after Six 


Years With God first appeared in the bookstores, 
unidentified gunmen entered the Human Freedom Center in 
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Berkeley and executed Al, Jeannie and their daughter 
Daphene. Al and Jeannie were each shot once in the 
head and died instantly. Their teen-aged daughter was 
shot twice in the head and died in the hospital when 
doctors disconnected her life support system. There 
was no sign of forced entry. The house was not 
burglarized. The murders remain unsolved. At first, 
the police accused the couples' young son who was 
present in another part of the house but no charges 
were ever brought against him. Days later, an 
associate of the Millses reported to police that a 
former psychiatrist with The Human Freedom Center was 
responsible for the murders but again no warrant was 
issued. The case has been closed, unsolved. 

Six Years with God did not contribute much to 
the story that had not already been published. It does 
not appear that the Millses were murdered for revealing 
some secret about Jones but their deaths did serve to 
seriously discourage other would-be writers lest they 
suffer the same fate as these two noteworthy Temple 
adversaries. A & W Publishers fared no better, 
declaring bankruptcy soon after publishing Six Years 


With God. 
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New York: Pilgrim Press, 1979. 


Steve Rose had already established a reputation 
as a prolific religious writer, journalist, editor and 
composer when, in late 1978, a religious publisher 
commissioned him to write a book about Jonestown. 

Jesus and Jim Jones is half unedited documents related 


to the Peoples Temple, and for that it is a valuable 


record, but this coldly logical presentation of the 


evidence does not carry through to the other half in 
ynich Rose attempts to draw irrelevant parallels 
yetween Jones and Jesus, using quotations from The New 
estament to try to explain Jonestown. Actually, Jesus 
ad nothing to do with the mind control experiment 

nown as Jonestown, nor did Jim Jones have anything to 
o with Jesus, except to claim to be the reincarnation 
f Christ. He did not worship Christ or his Father 
vyhom Jones called "The Impotent Sky God." He often 
spat on the Bible and threw it down from his pulpit to 
show his disrespect for organized Christian religion. 
The Peoples Temple was not a religion. It was a social 
ovement sanctioned under the tax-exempt laws as a 
religion. It was the Church's defense of that 
relationship that prompted the Pilgrim Press to publish 
Jesus and Jim Jones. It is recommended only as a good 
Source of Temple documents or aS a study in organized 
Teligion's attempts to disassociate itself from Jim 
Jones in the aftermath of the religiously-sanctioned 
Massacre. Other works of the same genre include 


Happen by Paul Olsen. 
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The Death of Jonestown: A Crime of the CIA. Moscow: 


Yuridicheskaya Literatura. 
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Despite its rather intriguing title and the 
research abilities of the KGB, this Russian work fails 
to identify the true nature of Jonestown. It claims 
that the community was a legitimate experiment in 
Socialism that was destroyed by CIA mercenaries from 


the outside and CIA infiltrates (like Mike Prokes) from 
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the inside. It exposes individual agents but is bling 
to the their collective project. Perhaps it was born 
out of their embarrassment at being deceived by Jones 
or perhaps, like other works, it relied too heavily on 


statements made by Jim Jones. 
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People's Temple: People's Tomb by Phil Kerns with 
Doug Wead. Plainfield, New Jersey: Logos 
International, 1979. 


Phil Kerns and his sister Jeanette lived with 
their father in Key West, Florida. Their mother Penny 
duPont and sisters Ruth and Carol lived in Redwood 
Valley, California where they were counted among the 
Caucasian members of the Peoples Temple. In 1967, at 
age fifteen, Phil moved to California to live, not with 
his mother, but in the home of assistant Temple pastor 
Archie Ijames. His sister Jeanette, who followed, was 
received with equal honor, being assigned to live in 
the Temple's showcase home with Tim and Grace Stoen. 

Although Phil Kerns would later recount his 
teen-aged years in the Peoples Temple with some 
disdain, the "forced labor" he was subjected to was no 
more than a part time job and he and his family enjoyed 
many privileges granted to only the elite Caucasians of 
the cult. Phil graduated high school in 1970 and 
promptly left the Peoples Temple to join the U.S. Army; 
his rank and specialty have not been reported. He 
would later write that he left the Peoples Temple after 
he and his sister Ruth suspected foul play in the death 
of Maxine Harpe, the first of the 'H' file victims. 
Even though they suspected that he was capable of 
murder, Phil and Ruth left their family in the hands of 
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fim Jones. After serving in the Army, Phil married 
ind, along with his new bride, joined his sister Ruth 
a "born-again Christian cult" living in a mansion in 
rthern California. Phil Kerns resided there for over 
year yet failed to name the group in his book. 

tween growing up in the Peoples Temple, serving in 

ie Army and voluntarily joining another cult, Phil 
erns had been brainwashed and trained by the best of 
hem to the point where his history indicates a need 
Or such external control of his life. 

According to his book, Kerns continued to 
Nnvestigate Temple-related murders with a growing 
oncern for the welfare of his mother and sister who 
‘emained in the cult. He had a few frustrating 
eetings with Joe Mazor: a private detective whose 
Tiend/foe relationship with Jim Jones warrants a study 
Into itself. Kerns called him "Mr. Mazzore" out of 
respect for his privacy or fear of a lawsuit. He also 
communicated regularly with Al and Jeannie Mills; which 
Was not surprising as anyone seriously interested in 
the anti-Temple movement eventually gravitated to The 
Human Freedom Center. Since his mother, Penny duPont, 
and sister, Carol (who now called herself Karen Kerns) 
moved to Jonestown, Phil Kerns and his sister Ruth 
Reinhardt qualified as Concerned Relatives. Ruth was 
among a core group of twenty-five Concerned Relatives 
who signed a petition entitled, "Signatures of 
Petitioners for Elimination of Human Rights Violations 
in Guyana by Rev. James Jones." This April, 1978 
document was followed by a second petition entitled, 
"Human Rights Abuses by Jim Jones" that was signed by 
Phil, Ruth, and fifty-five other relatives in early 
May. Whether intentional or not, the effect of 


both petitions was to help convince Congressman Ryan to 
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visit Jonestown and assess the validity of their 
claims. Phil also corresponded with the White House 
and a presidential aide was dispatched to his Portland, 
Oregon home to question him about the Peoples Temple. 
These in-depth discussions with the White House aide, 
which included accusations of murder and the threat of 
mass suicide, took place before the massacre. 

When news of Ryan's death in Port Kaituma 
reached Portland, Kerns immediately went to his 
telephone and, in the next two days, placed over one 
hundred phone calls. He made twenty-eight calls to the 
White House and the State Department and would later 
report that, despite his Washington contacts, he was 
shuffled from one federal agency to another in a vain 


attempt to enlist the government's help in preventing 
what he claimed would be a mass suicide in Jonestown. 
He failed, but later took credit for helping to avert a 
Similar fate in the Temple's San Francisco head- | 
quarters. Though the bodies were never positively | 
identified, Kerns' mother and sister were listed among | 
the dead in Jonestown. 

On November 20, 1978, in the midst of his 
reportedly near-frantic phone calls to Washington to | 
save his mother and sister, Kerns made one long 
distance call to Logos International, a somewhat 
obscure New Jersey publisher. This was the birth of 
People's Temple - People's Tomb, written by Phil Kerns 
with the help of Doug Wead, a professional writer who 
specialized in political issues. It was published by 
Logos International in 1979. 

People's Temple - People's Tomb has its strong 
points, most notably an excellent appendix of reprinted 


data and at least a limited insight into the ‘'H' file 


homicides but, though it is an essential addition to 
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any serious library, it is not recommended as an 
accurate history. Most of the book is devoted to Phil 
Kerns' life experience outside the Peoples Temple and a 
lefense of his family's activities inside the Temple. 
me needs only to read other works on the subject to 

ee that Kerns' portrayal of his mother and sister as 
otally innocent was not universally accepted. Like 
teve Rose, Kerns too often quotes the Bible to explain 
she events surrounding Jonestown and, in the end he 
Oses several questions calculated to imply that Jones 
jay have been working for the Soviets. It is odd that 
erns could view Jones as a government agent but not 
from the United States where the preacher had such a 
powerful influence on government officials and 
agencies. People's Temple - People's Tomb may have 
been written to cover-up more than just the story of 
the Kerns family and Jim Jones. 

Logos International disappeared as quickly as 
it had appeared; going out of business soon after 
publishing the book. Kerns and also Wead “are donating 
their royalties to provide ways for those who have been 
involved in cults to receive spiritual help." Like 
Many of the other characters in this chapter, Kerns, 
Wead and Logos International could be either villain or 


Victim but, regardless, their book People's Temple - 
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and Beyond Jonestown by John Peer Nugent. New 
York: Rawson, Wade Publishers, Inc., 1979. 
As described elsewhere in this work, John 


Nugent came from a background in African politics. He 
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was Newsweek magazine's chief African correspondent in 
the early 1960's and wrote books like Call Africa 999 
that earned him a reputation as an authority on the 
subject. Today he advises several elected federal 
officials on US/African relations. Jonestown was born 
as a British-managed camp that sent mercenaries to 
Angola Africa and so it was in full circle that an 
authority on African conflicts would write a book about 
Jonestown. White Night does report an awareness of CIA 
influence in the politics of Guyana and other South 
American and African countries but it fails to see the 
obvious connection between Jim Jones and the CIA. 
Though Nugent's book falls short of the mark, it is 
recommended reading for any serious student of 


Jonestown. 
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Black and White by Shiva Naipaul. First published in 
England in 1980 and then in America by Simon 
and Schuster in 1981 under the title Journey 
to Nowhere: A New World Tragedy. 

Like John Nugent, Shiva Naipaul was a 
journalist who specialized in African politics. He had 
works that had earned him a reputation as a gifted 
writer. Also like Nugent, Naipaul recounted the CIA'S 
covert activities in Guyana as well as the U.S. State 
Department's protection of Jonestown, but neither 
viewed Jim Jones as an agent of the U.S. Government. 
Naipaul did go so far as to support suspicions that 
Jonestown was a CIA experiment in mind control, but in 
some twisted perspective he assumed that Jones was also 


drugged by the CIA and as much a victim as the others. 
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Under a grant from the Guggenheim Foundation, 
jaipaul left his London home for his native Trinidad 

nd then on to Guyana and Jonestown to begin his 
ssignment. In Georgetown, he was shadowed by a 
Spicious character who offered him money. Naipaul 
estioned the stranger's motives but passed him off as 
small-time con man and not an escort to monitor the 
ithor's activities. Naipaul arranged for a military 
sur of Jonestown. Along with a group of fellow 
ournalists (most of whom were escorted to the airport 
r their respective guides), Naipaul traveled to 
onestown where the Guyanese Defense Force conducted a 
keep moving -- don't touch anything" tour. 

Naipaul then flew to California searching for 
some logical reason for such an insane act. He found 
it in California, and would devote a large part of his 
jook to detailing the bizarre aspects of life in San 
‘rancisco to explain the deaths in Jonestown. He 
failed to see that the Peoples Temple had its origins, 
mot in San Francisco or even in Redwood Valley, but in 
Indianapolis. The Peoples Temple was not a "crazy 
California cult." Naipaul, born in Trinidad, educated 
at Oxford and residing in London, failed to accurately 
describe life in California. He ridiculed and 
Delittled everything he saw in San Francisco, mainly 
because he endeavored to seek out only the extremists 
in order to draw irrelevant geographical parallels with 
Jones. Naipaul's warped perspective of California 
Might best be seen in his description of the unique 
town of Sunnyvale. Perhaps, after writing so many 
Negative things about the California lifestyle, he felt 
it only fair to present what he termed “outwardly 
normal people." According to Naipaul, the residents of 


Sunnyvale are conservative, flag-waving patriots who 
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hate big government and, between trips to grandma's 
house for apple pie and junior's Little League games, 
exude what he called the clean-thinking humanity known 
as Middle America. Sunnyvale is unique, and anyone who 
knows it would not recognize Naipaul's distorted 
description of the small city. Most of the city's 
professionals work in top secret government jobs for 
the many defense contractors who have set up shop in 
the maximum security corridor that surrounds Moffet 
Field, Ames Research Center and Lockheed Missiles and 
Space Company. There are more CIA operatives per 
capita in Sunnyvale than in any other city or town in 
the United States. It is a community full of people 
who are not allowed to tell you what they do for a 
living. They do not hate big government, they work for 
it. There are noticeably few children in Sunnyvale to 
play Naipaul's Little League games as most adults are 
more concerned with advancing their careers than 
raising a family. The favorite local pastime is CIA 
infidelity. Since workers with security clearances 
cannot divulge anything about their work, even to their 
spouses, many use the blanket of national security to 
cover their extra-marital affairs. A phone call in the 
middle of the night is typical. The husband tells his 
wife that the office needs him and he leaves. She 
knows he cannot tell her why or where he is going or 
what he will be doing or even when he will return. 
Secrecy is part of his job and she has come to accept 
it just as he has come to use it as a benefit that was 
no doubt presented as such by his recruiter. The trend 
started centuries ago with the king of England who 
liked to host royal orgies but needed to maintain a 
holy image as the head of the Church of England. To 


solve the dilemma of his conflicting roles, the king 
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would grant a special dispensation to those who 
participated in the orgies. It was called "Fornication 
Under the Consent of the King" or F U C K for short. 
There is really nothing new under the sun. 
Sunnyvale wives are privy to at least the 
rumors about their husbands' work. Like the time that 
veryone was disappointed when job #388 was canceled. 
Ali work is conducted under job numbers so as not to 
disclose the identity of the customer but, in this 
case, everyone knew the product was a reconnaissance 
satellite and the customer was Iran. The nearly- 
completed project was canceled when Iranian "students" 
kidnapped the U.S. embassy personnel. To the surprise 
of many, job #388 was reinstated during the ongoing 
Iranian Hostage Crisis. One night there was a phone 
call. "Flight #388 is up, report to work." In his 
amazement he drops his guard and tells his wife that 
they just shot the Iranian satellite from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base. He leaves to track his "bird" from the 
"Blue Cube" at Lockheed. A few days later she reads z 
the newspaper accounts of the aborted rescue attempt in 
Iran and wonders what part her husband's satellite 
played in the failure. She knows she will never be 
told the whole truth. 

That is the real Sunnyvale. A Sunnyvale that 
Naipaul failed to see for reasons that fall somewhere 
between incompetence and collusion. More important 
than how he reported Sunnyvale, is why. He never gave 
a reason for visiting this small city that, until this 
work, was never reported as having anything to do with 
the story of Jim Jones or Jonestown. Jonestown's CIA 
arms supplier, Frank Terpil, operated a front business 
there but the major connection between Jonestown and 


Sunnyvale was Congressman Leo Ryan. Ryan's work in 
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Washington was almost exclusively concerned with 
curbing or at least trying to control the illegal 
domestic CIA operatives in Silicon Valley and 
especially Sunnyvale. What possessed Naipual to visit 
Sunnyvale and give such falsely glowing reports about 
the place remains a mystery. The missing piece to the 
puzzle is his true motive. 

Soon after his return to London, Naipaul's 
account entitled Black and White, was published in 
England. A year later, it was published in the United 
States under a new title; Journey to Nowhere: A New 


World Tragedy. Black and White was acceptable in the 
less-censored British market but it was too close to 
the true nature of the Jonestown experiment for the 
United States. The U.S. title strongly implies a 
fruitless, unexplainable journey while the subtitle 
places Jonestown in the "New World" or implied Third 
World arena. Naipaul fails to see that the tragedy was 
not born in an imaginary New World or the Third World 
or Guyana or even California. The tragedy was born in 
Indiana, in the minds of the "clean-thinking Middle 
Americans" he so articulately defended. 

Under either title, Naipaul's book is more of 
an account of his own travels than those of Jim Jones. 
It is easy to see how he walked through his assignment 
and produced the equivalent of a "What I did on my 
summer vacation" school report. The book is extremely 
well-written but that could be expected from Naipaul, 
whose command of the English language might have been 
enlisted by someone behind the scenes. After all, the 
Guggenheim Foundation had paid for Naipaul's tour of 
the Caribbean and California. His report (which should 


have been entitled The Impressions of A Gifted British 
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corporate idea. Naipaul got a free trip and handsome 
book royalties, and his sponsors presumably got what 
they paid for. No library on the subject of Jonestown 
would be complete without a copy of Journey to Nowhere 
but, though many of Naipaul's observations are 
interesting, the readers must constantly question the 


uthor's motives. 
RC Oo OO OR kk i kak bor I a a kkk i ak ak ako ak ak ak ak ok akc ake ake ak ak 


The Cult That Died: The Tragedy of Jim Jones and The 
Peoples Temple by George Klineman and Sherman 
Butler and David Conn with research by Anthony 
O. Miller. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 
1980. 

The Cult That Died was born in 1970 though it 
would not be completed and published for another ten 
years. Larry Lee Litke, an attorney for the San 
Francisco East Bay county of Alameda, was there at the 
book's inception as was David Conn, an undercover 
Operative for what he (and later his Washington 
contacts) would define only as an agency of the Federal 
government. Conn was ostensibly employed as a surveyor 
With Chevron Oil, though some reports claim he worked 
for Standard Oil. The generally accepted theory is 
that Conn was an undercover agent who allegedly worked 
for the Treasury Department but his rather flimsy cover 
Might be an indicator that his actual employer was the 
CIA. 

Under Litke's direction, Conn continued his 
unexplained investigation into the Peoples Temple until 
the fall of 1976 when he joined forces with his son-in- 
law, free-lance journalist George Klineman. Together 


they met with government officials and ex-Temple 
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members to gather source material for articles that 
they claimed presented a case against Jim Jones. 
Actually, in the fall of 1976, Jones was preparing to 
depart for Guyana and the anti-Temple articles were 
just the evidence of public persecution he needed Ge 
justify, or at least help explain, his sudden move to 
South America. 

In March of 1978, Larry Litke "helped lay the 
keel" for The Cult That Died (under a different titie 
when he enlisted the help of Sherman Butler, a literary 
friend who would edit and polish the rough drafts of 
Klineman and Conn. While Conn maintained communica- 
tions with Tim and Grace Stoen, Al and Jeannie Mills, 
Mike Prokes, Deborah Layton and the other ex-Temple 
propaganda ministers, Klineman traveled to Indiana- 
polis to research the early life of Jim Jones. He was 
in Indianapolis when news of the assassination and mass 
suicide reached the United States. With time now of 
the essence, Klineman hired private detective Anthony 
O. Miller to continue the research while he and Conn 
concentrated on feeding Butler near-finished copy. 

The Cult that Died was published as a group 
effort in 1980. The authors would like the reader to 
think they were privy to classified or at least 
exclusive information and that they were in hot pursuit 
of the story from the beginning. To some extent they 
were, but even though they admit to knowing about the 
planned mass suicide as early as June of 1978, they did 
nothing to help avert it. These "experts" on the 
subject even failed to meet Congressman Ryan though 
there is some evidence suggesting that they fed 
information about Temple murders to the Concerned 
Relatives who forwarded it to Ryan's office where it 


was filed under "H." 


483 


David Conn will never publicly admit to working 
for the federal government nor will he give even a hint 
to how an oil company surveyor came to recognize a 
ajor story in a then-obscure cult eight years before 
hey were to make headlines. His motives are never 
tated. His ten years of research certainly were not 
or profit. The book royalties, divided four ways, 
ould not have offset expenses. Why did Conn spend his 
ime and money investigating the Peoples Temple? He 

fad no relatives in the cult nor are there any reports 
hat the Temple had ever touched his life. Since the 
jotives for his long-term involvement are suspicious 
ind undefined, one is left to wonder if Conn was, as 
many have said, an agent of the federal government; a 
CIA agent who wrote CIA propaganda about a CIA 
sxperiment. The histories of Litke, Klineman, Butler 
and their sources could prove as interesting as Conn's 
jut that is speculation because little has been 
published. Litke could have had contact with Tim Stoen 
is both attorneys worked for the same county, but that 
S only speculation. It is possible that The Cult That 
Died had its origin, not outside, but inside the 
Peoples Temple. Despite its dubious intent, the book 
is highly recommended, particularly for its accurate 


accounting of life in the Redwood Valley Temple. 
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The Strongest Poison by Mark Lane. New York: Hawthorn 
Books (A division of Elsevier-Dutton) 1980. 

The story of Memphis attorney Mark Lane's 
relationship with Jim Jones warrants a book unto 
itself. Due to space limitations, it is presented here 
in outline form with the hope that someone else will 


Bive it the detailed attention it so deserves. More 
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than any other character in this story, Mark Lane's 
presence strongly suggests the presence of the CIA. 
For years, Lane was recognized as the authority on CIA 
conspiracies to assassinate President John F. Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He had represented Lee 
Harvey Oswald's mother and James Earl Ray and wrote 
several books on the subject. Whether he realized it 
or not, Lane's investigations were getting closer and 
closer to exposing the truth. Mark Lane was a problem 
to the agency; a problem that was solved when his last 
client, Jim Jones, killed a congressman. 

When James Earl Ray was released from a Saint 
Louis prison, he had more to be thankful for than most 
new ex-cons. Ray had a generous sponsor, a mysterious 
benefactor who had given him more money than he had 
seen in years and instructions for a job that he did 
not fully understand. As ordered, he bought a gun and 
rented a particular room in Grace Walden's rooming 
house. Grace (who sometimes used the surname Stevens 
after her common-law husband) remembered Ray checking 
in with just a few possessions he brought from prison. 
She also remembers him leaving to go shopping for a 
car. She swears that while he was out, a stranger 
entered his room and gunshots were heard. The stranger 
quickly fled. The shots, said to have been fired from 
Ray's window to the balcony of a nearby motel, were 
those that killed Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The police found Ray's gun, his toiletries and 
a radio he had brought from prison in the room. Ray 
was quickly picked up, charged, tried, convicted, 
sentenced and sent back to prison. No one questioned 
the identity of his mysterious benefactor or how Ray 
came to know that King would be staying in that 


particular motel or even why he wanted to kill him. 
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Grace Walden could have proved him innocent and she 
tried. Following Ray's arrest, Grace insisted that the 
police had made a mistake, that Ray was not even in the 
room at the time of the shooting. Grace insisted for 
nly a few days before she was kidnapped and, through 
illeged due process, declared incompetent and locked in 
he Tennesee State Prison Mental Hospital where she 
would remain drugged for the next eight years. 

By 1977, Mark Lane had presented sufficient 
evidence supporting his conspiracy theory to prompt the 
House of Representatives to allocate six million 
dollars for an official investigation they entitled the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations. Their 
hearings, scheduled for November 1978, may well have 
dictated the schedule of the White Night. Actually, 
Ryan's House International Relations Committee junket 
to Jonestown and Lane's House Select Committee on 
Assassinations were synchronized with the experiment or 
perhaps vice versa. Lane planned to call James Earl 


Ray and Grace Walden as his star witnesses and those 


Also in 1977, Ray escaped from Brushy Mountain 
State Penitentiary with the help of Larry Ed Hacker, a 
fellow inmate who masterminded the escape but remained 
behind to be released under an early parole from 
Tennessee Governor Ray Blanton. A month after the 
White Night in December of 1978, Governor Blanton and 
Several of his aides were arrested by the FBI and 
Charged with extortion and conspiracy to sell paroles. 
Cited in the complaint was the case of one Larry Ed 
Hacker, who may have been rewarded for helping Ray 
€scape prison and, more importantly, the House 


Assassination hearings. Everyone agreed that Ray had 
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fled the country but speculation differed as to where 
he had gone and how he got there. Some reports claimeg 
he had gone to South America. If in fact he did, 
Guyana would have been the logical choice because it ig 
the only English-speaking South American country. He 
may have even gone to Jonestown but, regardless of the 
route he took, he ended up at Heathrow Airport in 
London where he was arrested and returned to the United 
States. Many people questioned how Ray could have 
supported himself in his travels abroad. This question 
should have been asked years earlier regarding his 
unnamed sponsor who had instructed him to buy a gun, 
check into Grace Walden's rooming house and leave 
everything to go shopping for a car. 

In early 1978, Lane secured legal custody of 
Grace Walden and she was released from the prison 
mental hospital into his care. Lane left assistant G. 
Robert Blakey in charge of the day-to-day affairs of 
his campaign while he took Grace into hiding in 
California. Where in California, no one would say, but 
the care of mental outpatients was one of the 
specialties of the Peoples Temple. While in 
California, Lane placed large ads in forty-two 
newspapers around the country requesting information 
about the assassinations of President Kennedy and Dr. 
King. One of the respondents was Terri Buford. Buford 
had an interesting tidbit of information about King's 
assassination to entice Lane. She promised that Jim 
Jones had much more and that he, too, the recipient of 
the Martin Luther King Humanitarian of the Year Award, 
was being attacked by the CIA. She paid Lane to fly to 
Jonestown and exchange ideas. He was to address the 
congregation in exchange for the privileged and private 


intelligence of Jones. Lane arrived in Jonestown in 
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the fall of 1978 with colleague Donald Freed with whom 
he had written Executive Action; a book about the 
conspiracy to assassinate Kennedy. The six million 
dollar House Assassination hearings ultimately hinged 
on one man -- Mark Lane -- who, just weeks before the 
hearings, was deep in the jungles of South America. 
Such was the importance Lane placed on the information 
he was promised by Buford. Jones was a master in 
persuasion and that, combined with a $7,500 monthly 
retainer (paid in advance) convinced Lane to represent 
Jones in his imaginary fight against the CIA and other 
agencies of the federal government. Lane was also to 
suppress Gordon Lindsay's National Enquirer expose on 
the Peoples Temple and support pro-Temple articles he 
was to place in left-wing publications. In late 
September, as he was leaving Guyana, Lane held a press 


conference in which he said... 


There has been a massive 
conspiracy to destroy the Peo- 
ple's Temple and a massive 
conspiracy to destroy the Rev. 
Jim Jones...that was initiated by 
intelligence agencies of the 
United States. 


Lane returned to the United States by way of San 
Francisco where, on October 5th, he announced to the 
press his intention of filing suit against the CIA and 
other federal agencies on behalf of his new client Jim 
Jones. And so began the final days of his credibility. 
On November 1, Terri Buford traveled from 
Jonestown to arrive at Lane's Memphis home where she 


would remain for several years to come. This trip is 
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generally accepted as Buford's defection from the 
Temple but Jones' number two aide traveling from Jones 
to his attorney could hardly be considered a defection. 

On November 3, at Jones' insistence, Lane 
called the office of Congressman Ryan regarding his 
plans to visit Jonestown. Ryan was not in but his aide 
assured Lane that he would return the call. He did 
not. 

On November 4, Lane received a return call from 
one of Ryan's aides. Lane explained that Jones had 
requested his presence during the Congressman's visit 
but that he would be in Washington for the House 
Assassination hearings. 

On November 6, Lane wrote a letter to Ryan 
outlining the phone conversation and suggesting that 
they, “could no doubt work out a date which would be 
satisfactory toa. allot us." 

On November 10, Congressman Ryan sent Lane a 
letter in which he expressed some token regret that 
their schedules did not coincide but that Lane's "own 
personal schedule" was not as important as that of the 
House International Relations Committee's. His con- 
gressional visit to Jonestown would proceed as planned 
but no firm dates had been established as yet. 

On November 11 or 12, Lane received Ryan's 
letter. 

On November 14, Lane appeared before the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations. He had been 
preparing for this opportunity for years but most of 
his work was in vain. The committee refused to permit 
James Earl Ray's testimony, perhaps because of his 
recent prison escape. Ray, who should have been the 
star witness, would not even be permitted to defend 


himself. Grace Walden was not banned from the hearings 


489 


put it was obvious from the onset that the committee 
was out to discredit her. Most of the opening 
testimony came from a team of Grace's former doctors 
who described her behavior in the prison mental 
hospital and more than just implied that she was 
mentally unstable and not to be believed. The 
newspapers reported that Walden's testimony would be 
"useless" an opinion reflecting the tone of the 
hearings. It was apparent that the committee was going 
to try to discredit Lane's witnesses even before they 
testified. 

On November 15, Jean Brown (who had since 
assumed Terri Buford's job in the Temple) informed Lane 
that Ryan had left for Jonestown where Lane was needed 
immediately. In the midst of the doctors' testimony, 
Lane screamed, "You people make me sick." He left his 
assistant G. Robert Blakey in charge of the duration of 
the hearings and stormed out, digusted not only with 
the hearings, but with what he thought was fate for 
having scheduled two of the most important events of 
his career at the same time, but thousands of miles 
apart. Between Brown on the one side with the official 
Temple position and Buford on the other with the 
alleged opposing view of a Temple defector, Jones' two 
top aides had Lane right where they wanted him: on a 
flight to Guyana. 

On November 17, Lane caught up to Ryan's party 
in Georgetown where they were delayed awaiting Jones' 
permission to enter Jonestown. Jones was waiting for 
Lane who he insisted be present during the 
Congressman's tour. When Lane arrived so did Jones' 
permission and the delegation boarded a chartered flght 
for Port Kaituma and Jonestown. There was several 


hours delay at the airstrip when Jones refused to allow 
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the reporters and Concerned Relatives to enter 
Jonestown until he could talk privately with Lane and 
Ryan. 

On November 18, it was Lane who helped wrestle 
the knife from Ryan's attacker. He was later guarded 
by that same man and allowed to escape about the time 
Jones called for the poison. He and Temple attorney 
Charles Garry made their way through the jungle from 
Jonestown to Port Kaituma, missing the carnage in both 
locations because of the planned scenario and timetable 
written by Jim Jones. Lane was not supposed to be 
killed. He was too famous a critic of the CIA and his 
murder, especially during his report on CIA 
assassination conspiracies, would have drawn too much 
attention to the truth. Lane was to be used and then 
discredited. He was. He was so shaken from the 
experience that he never returned to the House 
Assassination hearings. He would not have been 
believed anyway. In the past, he had been the foremost 
authority on the assassination conspiracies but only 
after the fact. This time, he was deeply involved in a 
political assassination before the fact. His career as 
a front line conspiratorialist lay in irreparable ruin. 
Despite his absence from the House hearings, the 
committee ended its investigation where it should have 
begun, with a statement that there probably was a 
conspiracy to assassinate Kennedy and King. 

If his well-publicized, two month association 
with Jones was not enough to totally discredit Lane, 
the media barrage that followed was. He was accused of 
knowing about the planned mass suicide months earlier 
and failing to warn Congressman Ryan of the dangers in 
Jonestown. It was reported that he traveled to 
Switzerland with Terri Buford to withdraw $13 million 
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dollars from a Temple bank account in her name (or 
number). Buford was still living in Lane's Memphis 
home and, at last report, still is. Grace Walden is 
supposed to live there as well but no one had seen her 
Since Lane checked her out of the prison mental 
hospital. A memo from Terri Buford to Jim Jones was 
discovered in the rubble of Jonestown. It was 
reprinted in the New York Times on December 8, 1978, 
under the headline, "Memo discusses Smuggling Witnesses 


into Guyana." 


Jim, I got a message over here 
that you wanted me to tell Mark 
Lane that he should look into 
some alternative means of getting 
Grace Walden to Guyana because 
the C.I.A. might try to stop her 
from entering the country. 
Therefore Mark should try to get 
her another passport. I will 
relay the message to Mark and see 
what he says. I will do so in 
person as I don't feel it is wise 
to discuss this over the phone. 
If he doesn't have those kind of 
contacts ~-- do you think we might 
ought to offer the tampering of 
Maxine Swaney's passport -- we 
have her passport here and it 
might be something that would be 
Similar to Grace Walden and also 
if it doesn't look like her, 
maybe we can swap the picture. 
The drawback of this would be of 
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course if a traitor were to look 
at the immigration list, we would 
be caught in a minute. The good 
points of this would be we 
wouldn't run the risk getting 
caught by a passport on the white 


market. Teri. 


The New York Times reported only that the memo, titled 
"Confidential -- Confidential," was dated earlier in 
that year, leaving many to question how much earlier. 
When was Mark Lane's first contact with Jim Jones? Was 
it, as has been recorded, in September or was it as 
early as Ray's alleged flight to South America? And 
what of Grace Walden? She never testified before the 
House Committee. She has never appeared in public. At 
last report she was living with Lane and Buford but 
could she have been among the unidentified corpses in 
Jonestown? Was Lane tricked into being an accessory to 
murder? Buford denies writing the memo found in 
Jonestown and any evidence left behind is suspect, but 
Lane admits that sending Grace to Jonestown was 
discussed. 

Wath Terri Buford's help, Lane wrote The 
Strongest Poison, which is half her propaganda and half 
a defense of his personal involvement in the tragedy. 
The Strongest Poison does present an interesting 
perspective on the story, but Lane's brief encounter 
with Jones is only too apparent in his often shallow 
interpretation of the man. The basic flaw in the work 
is Lane's inability to view Jones as a government 
agent. He concentrated his efforts on trying to prove 
a CIA conspiracy against the Temple and totally missed 
the point that the Temple itseif was a CIA conspiracy. 
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There are several different ways to view Mark 
Lane's role in this story. Some investigators claim 
that ever since he was an Air Force Intelligence agent 
uring World War II he has worked for the CIA. They 
ompare him to a vacuum cleaner that sucks up any and 
11 information on agency projects in order to identify 
ecurity leaks and the individuals who possess evidence 
that could harm the CIA. Though there are agents 
provocateur who perform this function, it is unlikely 
that Lane is one of them because such an operative 
would never have pressed for a congressional hearing 
into the agency's conspiracy to assassinate Kennedy and 
King. In the end, the only service that Lane provided 
for Jones was to tell the public that the CIA was an 
enemy of the Peoples Temple. For this, he was not 
rewarded but discredited. 

It makes far more sense to view Mark Lane as 
the honest investigator he claimed to be. If he was 
guilty of anything it was his greed. If he was 
motivated by anything it was money; money that his 
self-appointed position earned him in book royalties 
and lecture tours. Lane probably had good intentions 
in beginning his work for Jones but was deceived or 
bought along the way. If the stories are true, 
Buford's $13 million dollars was more than enough to 
compromise a man whose main motivation was the 
acquisition of wealth. 

Regardless of how one sees Lane's inclusion in 
the story, it obviously stems from his work on the King 
assassination. He was within days of proving his 
conspiracy theory when he was tricked into 


participating in yet another political assassination. 
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Awake in a Nightmare: Jonestown, The Only Eyewitness 


Account by Ethan Feinsod. New York: W.W. 
Norton and Company, 1981. 


Odell Rhodes was born to poor Black parents, 
who after their divorce, sent the young boy to be 
raised by relatives in Detroit. Though he seldom saw 
his father, Odell followed in the footsteps of this 
career soldier when, at age seventeen, he quit school 
and joined the Army. In the spring of 1960, he was 
sent on the first of three tours patrolling the DMZ in 
Korea. Following his first tour of duty, Rhodes 
reenlisted and was assigned to Fort Carson, Colorado 
where he was trained in a special forces unit that was 
the pet project of President Kennedy and Defense 
Secretary Robert McNamara. When the company had 
completed its training, President Kennedy visited Fort 
Carson to inspect and congratulate his elite fighting 
men. Rhodes was selected to carry the company's colors 
past the President's reviewing stand. Rhodes claimed 
that soon after being honored as the best of the Army's 
best, he was court-martialed for a minor offense that 
he did not commit. After serving out some of his 
sentence at the Army's maximum security prison at Fort 
Leavenworth, Rhodes was released for retraining under 
an Army program to parole first offenders. His 
dishonorable discharge rescinded, he was assigned to 
the Army Chemical Corps at Fort McClellan, Alabama 
where his company stood ready to do combat with the 
civil rights demonstrators whom Dr. King had rallied in 
nearby cities. After additional training in jungle 
combat, Rhodes was sent to Vietnam in 1967 and then 
back to Korea during the politically tense period when 
North Korea seized the U.S. spy ship Pueblo. In May of 
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1968, after eight years in the Army, Rhodes was 
honorably discharged in Washington, D.C. He returned 
to Detroit where he claims to have done nothing with 
his life except become addicted to heroin. The 
Temple's traveling bus caravan is said to have 
discovered Rhodes struggling to exist on the streets of 
Petroit. He was transported to San Francisco where 
this alleged reformed drug addict was put in charge of 
a Temple foster home for several years before the 
children in his care were shipped off to Jonestown. 

In the fall of 1977, Rhodes again boarded a 
Temple bus for a cross~country trip, this time to 
Kennedy International Airport in New York for a flight 
to Trinidad and on to Guyana. He was met in Georgetown 
by Stanley Clayton, a Black ex-con who was his closest 
friend in San Francisco, and the two men boarded a 
Temple ship for the long journey into the interior. 
They arrived in Jonestown in the early morning hours to 
be welcomed by Jones who had stayed up all night to 
greet these two latest additions to his community. 
Both Rhodes and Clayton were unique as the only Black 
Temple members given positions of responsibility in 
Jonestown. 

Clayton was a guard who worked in the kitchen. 
He was in the kitchen when the medical staff came to 
retrieve the vat used to mix the poison during the 
final white night. Being a guard himself he had little 
problem piercing the circles of armed men who 
surrounded the compound. He hid in the jungle until 
everyone in Jonestown was dead. He returned to the 
kitchen, made dinner for himself, changed his clothes, 
found his passport and left to spend the rest of the 
night in the home of a local Guyanese. The next day 


Clayton appeared in Port Kaituma. 
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Rhodes was much closer to the deaths. He 
walked among the dying with Marceline Jones, 
encouraging and comforting the victims, like his "good 
friends" the Mitchells and Judy Houston, who had been 
particularly close to Rhodes in Jonestown. According 
to his account, he was able to slip away from the 
pavilion area when Dr. Schacht called for a 
stethoscope. Rhodes offered to get it for him and 
passed through the armed guards and right into the 
jungle. He arrived in Port Kaituma about midnight with 
the first report of the mass suicide in Jonestown. 
Despite the fact that Port Kaituma was incommunicado, 
Rhodes was said to have relayed his eyewitness account 
to Cecil (Skip) Roberts, the Police Commissioner in 
Georgetown, who had a long history of dealings with 
Jones and the Peoples Temple. The next day, Roberts 
picked up Rhodes in a helicopter and the two men 
surveyed Jonestown from the air. Later, it would be 
Rhodes who identified those few corpses that were 
identified. Stanley Clayton moved to Georgetown where 
he met and married a Guyanese woman within the month so 
as to gain a dual citizenship in case he faced any 
charges in the United States. 

Both Rhodes and Clayton soon joined forces with 
Dr. Hardat Sukhdeo; a Guyanese-born psychiatrist and a 
professor at a New Jersey medical school who had a 
research interest in cults. Dr. Sukhdeo arrived in 
Georgetown within a few days of the tragedy to offer 
both his professional help and even money to those 
survivors who now had to readjust to life outside the 
Peoples Temple. He was employed by the CIA or at least 
he was paid by what he calls the "secret service “for 
his work as a "consultant" on the post-—Jonestown 


investigation. Dr. Sukhdeo gave Rhodes and Clayton the 
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airfare to San Francisco and enough money to support 
themselves during the summer of 1979 which they spent 
in the living room of Ethan Feinsod. Feinsod was a 
ree-lance journalist friend of Dr. Sukhdeo. Out of 
cheir conversations, Feinsod wrote Awake in a 
Nightmare, published two years later in 1981. The book 
s not the work of the author as Feinsod was used only 
for his writing skills. The book is really the work of 
dell Rhodes, Stanley Clayton and Dr. Sukhdeo and its 
credibility depends almost entirely on how one views 


the motives of the three men who wrote it. 
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and the Reverend Jim Jones by Min S. Yee and 
Thomas N. Layton, Laurence L. Layton and Anna- 
lisa Layton Valentine. New York: Holt, Rine- 


hart and Winston, May, 1981. 


In My Father's House: The Story of the Layton Family 


As discussed earlier, In My Father's House 
began as Thomas Layton's ethnology of the Peoples 
Temple; but, after the experiment, the family enlisted 
the help of Min S. Yee to produce what had evolved into 
a cover up of the true nature of the Laytons' 
involvement in the Peoples Temple. Like Feinsod, 
Merrill, Naipaul and Butler, Yee was commissioned to 
write the story as told to him by the true authors, in 
this case, the Laytons. Yee's journalistic skills 
Served them well as did his experience and position as 
Editorial Director of a west coast publishing house, 
which helped in placing the book with Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston. 

Surprisingly, In My Father's House does cover 


many of the relevant aspects of the story, like Dr. 
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Layton's work in biological warfare but the evidence is 
presented as a defense and not an admission of guilt. 
The book was published four months before Larry's 
scheduled court appearance. It influenced his trial 


and provided royalties that the family used to pay for 


his legal defense. Typical of the many distortions is 


Deborah's rather poor attempt to disguise the fact that 


after the tragedy she married Jones' heir apparent, 


Mike Cartmell. So, when In My Father's House arrived 
at the bookstores, Larry was about to be tried for 
conspiracy to murder a congressman, Deborah was married 
to Jones' number two man and busy managing secret 


Temple funds and Dr. Laurence Layton harbored a 


terrible secret. 
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Our Father Who Art In Hell: The Life and Death of Jim 
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Jones by James Reston, Jr. New York: Times 

Books, 1981. 

James Reston is a skilled investigative 
journalist who is no stranger to political intrigue, 
having written Perfectly Clear, a bestselling book on 
the Watergate scandal. He is a prolific nonfiction 
writer who is always on the lookout for a new story. 
Soon after the news of the mass suicide reached his 
North Carolina home, he prepared to travel to Guyana on 
the first leg of a fact-finding tour that would be the 


the best of the published books on Jonestown. With a 
keen eye for worthless propaganda and a totally 
objective viewpoint, Reston came as close as any to 
exposing the true nature of Jonestown. Though he even 
speculated that Jones could have been working for the 


CIA, his book falls short of the truth due to the 
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influence of Dr. Hardat Sukhdeo, Paul Persaud and Louis 
Gurvich. 

In Georgetown, Reston lunched with Dr. Sukhdeo, 
the CIA consultant who attempted to influence everyone 
involved in the post-Jonestown investigaton. Dr. 
Sukhdeo argued that Jones' followers were in a 
perpetual brainwashed state and not cognizant of their 
actions. He claimed they had been hypnotized and he 
outlined his own plans to hypnotize the survivors to 
Wipe out Jones' subconscious suggestions and help them 
readjust to mainstream society. As an example, he told 
Reston that he could give him a post-hypnotic 
Suggestion that their waiter was going to kill hin, 
place a gun on the table and bring him out of the 
trance. When the waiter returned with dessert, Reston 
would shoot him. Such was the power of hypnotism that 
Sukhdeo attributed to Jones and apparently himself. 

It was inevitable that Reston would meet Paul 
Persaud; an elderly Guyanese information broker known 
as "the pundit of Georgetown." Like Shiva Naipaul, 
Reston took a brief, military-conducted tour of the 
rubble of Jonestown after which he returned to 
Georgetown to find one of his fellow journalists 
packing for an unexpected trip home. He told Reston 
that he had discovered the terrible truth about 


| Jonestown from Paul Persaud and was so frightened that 

he was abandoning his investigation and getting out of 
| Guyana as soon as possible. He would not write about 
¿it or even tell his editors what he had discovered. He 
referred Reston to Persaud but advised him not to print 
the truth as, "It will make you the most celebrated 
Writer in America, and you will die for it." 

Persaud was expecting Reston when he appeared 


at the "pundit’s" well-appointed home a few days later. 
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Persaud was accustomed to hosting guests. Asa 
stringer for several foreign newspapers and magazines, 
he held daily “court" in his home office. Guyanese 
officials, foreign diplomats and, in the past, Peoples 
Temple personnel, would line up for an audience with 
Persaud who forwarded their information to his foreign 
employers. Much of the news about Guyana that reached 
the outside world came from Paul Persaud. Persaud 
reminded Reston of Petit Pierre, a character ina 
Graham Greene novel; but unlike Greene's character, 
Persaud never gave a direct answer. He spoke instead 
in riddles. "Don't ask me any direct questions, 
chief," he continually cautioned Reston. He would test 
the author's knowledge with questions like, "How could 
such a community as Jonestown exist without the CIA 
infiltrating the place at the highest levels?" He 
would taunt him or perhaps prompt him with statements 
like, "Jim Jones did what the entire U.S. government, 
with all its power, could not do; he succeeded in 
breaking up the Guyana-USSR friendship." Reston 
attended Persaud's "court" several times and, after 
one particular meeting with the Brazilian ambassador, 
Persaud warned Reston, “Don't ask me about Jones' stay 
in Brazil in 1962-63, chief." Persaud was not trying 
to leak the truth to Reston as much as he was baiting 
him to find out what he knew or suspected about 
Jonestown and the CIA. The same techniques had been 
used on Persaud by Sharon Amos, the director of the 
Temple's Georgetown headquarters, who reported her 
audience with Persaud in the following memo to Jim 


Jones, 


I made some confusing comment 


about the CIA, and Persaud said 


Prime Minister Burnham asked him 
once how he could be sure that 


Persaud wasn't CIA. Since he 


worked as a stringer for Time 
magazine, he said it was tough to 
deny he wasn't Agency. 

'Well, chief,' Persaud answered, 
‘journalists and Prime Ministers 


are always the prime suspects, 
aren't they?' The Prime Minister 


simply smiled. 


Persaud was later asked to testify before a 
congressional hearing but he refused to take the oath 
and tell what he knew about Jonestown and the 


Congressman's assassination. 
Reston returned to the United States where he 


Somehow, perhaps through Persaud, enlisted the help of 
Louis Gurvich; the father of Jann Gurvich, a top aide 


to Jones who supposedly died in the mass suicide. 
Reston would devote an entire chapter of his book to 
Jann Gurvich, and in addition, moreover, Louis Gurvich 


contributed much to the balance of the work. 
Louis Gurvich was a first-generation American 


whose Aryan parents had emigrated from Europe. He 
lived in New Orleans where he was the head of a three- 
hundred-man private detective agency with operatives 
nationwide. His pretty, blue-eyed daughter Jann was 
raised in high style and high society. The family's 
mansion was directly across the street from Louisiana 
Governor Claiborne's home. Louis's house guests were 

the elite of the intelligence community. Among those 


who took a liking to young Jann was a professional 
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soldier from Texas who had trained the bodyguards for 
the ClA-installed Shah of Iran. 

Jann Gurvich attended Ecole Classique, Newcomb 
College, Vassar and Berkeley where she excelled in 
language with a talent she inherited from her father. 
In the fall of 1974, she somehow met Jim Jones (the 
juncture has never been defined) and immediately went 
to work for him as a paralegal spy to the left wing 
organizations in California. She worked extensively 
with attorney Charles Garry on the San Quentin Six 
trial before he agreed to represent the Peoples Temple. 
She also helped cover up the Temple's plans to kidnap 
Patty Hearst in the law offices of Leonard Weinglass 
who represented Emily Harris; the accused in the 
kidnapping trial. 

Louis Gurvich told Reston that Jann had moved 
to Jonestown wihtout his knowledge or approval. He 
claimed that, after failing to contact his daughter, he 
enlisted the help of his soldier-of-fortune friends in 
planning a commando raid on Jonestown to rescue Jann. 
But, according to Gurvich, he did not travel to Guyana 
until receiving news of the tragedy. Guyana was closed 
to the FBI but not to Gurvich who was one of the first 
outsiders on the scene in Jonestown. He reportedly 
sorted through the corpses looking for Jann but the 
"super detective" gave up the search, never 
establishing whether his daughter was dead or just 
missing. He did mention that the corpses were toe- 
tagged and that the daily jungle rain had washed away 
most of the written words but he never speculated as to 
who could have tagged the dead after the massacre. 

Since just about all of Jones' female aides 
escaped the carnage, Jann Gurvich was an exception if 


she was among the dead. She probably escaped and her 
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father's aborted search for her body was just a token 
act to profess his ignorance of the true fate of his 
daughter. 

Despite the influence of Sukhdeo, Persaud and 
recommended. James Reston's command of the language is 
impressive but not as important as his ability to 
assess the environment that surrounded the experiment 
in Jonestown. Reston was so close to the truth as to 
know it as fact and his failure to report the whole 
story might well be attributed to fear; fear that he 
would become the most celebrated writer in American and 


die for it. 
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Raven: The Untold Story of the Rev. Jim Jones and His 

People by Tim Reiterman with John Jacobs. New 

York: E.P.: Dutton, Inc., 1932. 

Jim Jones used several code names during his 
career. In radio transmissions from Jonestown to 
Temple headquarters in Georgetown and San Francisco, he 
was known as "Henderson Hill" or simply "Henderson" or 
"Mr. Hill." To the CIA he was known by the code name 
"Raven." The CIA often uses bird names to identify 
their operatives as suggested by such contemporary 
works as "Three Days of the Condor," "The Falcon and 
the Snowman" and "The Scarecrow and Mrs. King." 

In 1982, Tim Reiterman, a reporter who survived 
the airstrip assault, and his colleague John Jacobs 
published Raven, which was intended to be the most 
comprehensive, all-inclusive, definitive book on the 
Subject of Jonestown. The best review of this work 
comes from its dust cover comments of psychologist 


professor Margaret Singer, who wrote, 
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Tim Reiterman, with the aid of 
John Jacobs, has produced what 
can be considered the definitive 
psychohistory of Jim Jones and 
the Peoples Temple. There has 
been a plethora of hastily 
written works on the People's 
Temple, but none made Jim Jones 
and the Temple fathomable. 
Reiterman and Jacobs have suc- 
ceeded. They convey the essence 
of the psychological and social 
processes that Jim Jones, the 
master manipulator, set in 
motion. Jones is no longer a 
mystery..-This book is a major 


Gone rab LiGaco ne 


Margaret Singer was paid to write that review as she 
was paid by Time magazine for her comments on Jonestown 
and by the prosecution for her testimony in the Patty 
Hearst trial. Margaret Singer is a professor of 
psychology at the Langley Porter Neuropsychiatric 
Institute but she supplements her income by providing 
medical terminology to explain criminal behavior. Hers 
is not the only bridge between the Patty Hearst story 
and Jim Jones. Tim Reiterman, then working for the 
Associated Press, had won awards for his coverage of 
the Hearst kidnapping. He then joined the staff of the 
San Francisco Examiner in 1977 and, in the following 
year, was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize and received 
"Top News Story of the Year Award" from the Hearst 


Foundation for his coverage of the Jonestown affair. 
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Like Reiterman and so many others in this 


story, John Jacobs had graduated from U.C. Berkeley, 
after which he pursued a second degree from the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. From 1977 until 
978, he worked as a reporter for the Washington Post 


nd, according to Raven, 


As a reporter for the Washington 
Post, John Jacobs spent three 
months investigating the CIA's MK 
ULTRA program, wrote several 
articles on the subject for the 
Post in the summer and early fall 
of 1977, and personally reviewed 
thousands of pages of CIA MK 
ULTRA documents released under 


the Freedom of Information Act. 


Just before Reiterman left San Francisco for the 
congressional tour of Jonestown, Jacobs joined the 
Staff of the San Francisco Examiner and would 
eventually assume Reiterman's responsibilities while he 
recovered from a wound he received during the airstrip 
assault. Jacobs would travel to Guyana where he would 
remain for two months after the tragedy. He met with 
Dr. Sukhdeo, Paul Persaud, Mike Prokes and anyone else 
involved in the post-Jonestown investigation. With 
Only two years work experience, this novice cub 
reporter was responsible for the San Francisco 
Examiner's account of the Jonestown tragedy. He also 
acted as a “special correspondent" to the Washington 
Post, his former employers (who were then compiling 


data for their book, Guyana Massacre). 
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As with most of the other books on Jonestown, 
the background of the authors is as important as the 
story they tell. In this case, the foremost authority 
on the CIA's MK ULTRA mind control experiments teams up 
with the award-winning authority on the Patty Hearst 
kidnapping to write a book about Jim Jones that fails 
to see the obvious connections between Jones, MK ULTRA 
and Patty Hearst. 

Raven is purposely impossible to rival. Its 
detailed, well-indexed, six hundred and twenty-two page 
text is supposed to leave no questions unanswered but 
the authors have gone suspiciously too far in trying to 
convince the reader Jones was an insane drug addict, 
leaving one to wonder such why Reiterman was spared at 
the airstrip? Why did he and his colleague fail to 
report the obvious connections between Jim Jones and 
their former fields of expertise? Why did they choose 
to support Jones' own propaganda campaign to define his 
actions as those of a crazed drug addict? And finally, 


how did they know to title their book Raven? 
SOO OOO OR IOI a ak a ick kK a aka a8 


History of Peoples Temple by Judith Mary 
Weightman. New York: The Edwin Mellen Press, 
1983. 

Making Sense of the Jonestown Suicides is the 


seventh book in a series that The Edwin Mellen Press 


titled Studies in Religion and Society. Considering 


Religions and volume five was concerned with the cult 
brainwashing/deprogramming controversy, it is only 
logical that Mellen would include a book about 
Jonestown in their series. Weightman contends that she 


was not commissioned to write the book which she says 
began as a college term paper. Though this is probably 
true, it is also true that her college roommate was the 
daughter of the editor who published the book. 
Regardless of nepotism and the question of who 
initiated the project, Weightman's work makes an 
extremely valuable contribution to the study of 
Jonestown. 
Making Sense of the Jonestown Suicides is the 
finest collection of quotations and referenced 
information on the subject. The footnotes, biblio- 
graphy and index are essential tools for the serious 
investigator. Weightman outdid her colleagues for 
several reasons. Since she wrote her book after most 
of the first-generation works had been published, she 
benefitted from more data than had been previously 
available to other authors. Also, since she was not 
personally involved with the Peoples Temple, she could 
assume an objective point of view which she shared only 
with James Reston but, unlike Reston, Weightman set out 
to expand on a research paper and such was the 
Scholarly approach to her work. Raven was written in 
the same well-referenced format but it presented only 
the authors' opinions and not the complete spectrum as 
did Weightman who was the first researcher to combine 
objectivity, scholarly discipline, and talent to 
Present all the evidence even though the different 
accounts often conflicted. She even mentions that 
Jones might have been working for the CIA but only as 
an example of what she considers to be one of the off- 
‘the-wall theories. 

Weightman's strict adherence to scholarly 
research procedures is as much a deficit as it is an 
asset. She relies too heavily on material referenced 


to other works which has the effect of perpetuating the 
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mistakes and cover-ups of her predecessors. Though she 
occasionally questions the motives of other authors, 
she so fills her pages with their work as to allow 
little room for free thinking or even a fresh approach 
to the subject. Her technique is essential in 
scientific reporting but inappropriate for unravelling 
a criminal conspiracy. Weightman accurately reports a 
true life horror story but fails to see any evil in the 
characters she portrays. She even contends that each 
of the Jonestown residents made an individual decision 
to commit suicide voluntarily. Despite her innocent, 
sometimes naive, interpretation of the facts, 


Weightman's book is highly recommended. 
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A Sympathetic History of Jonestown: The Moore Family 
Involvement in Peoples Temple by Rebecca Moore. 
Lewiston, New York: The Edwin Mellen Press, 
1985. 

After being incriminated by their close 
association with the Laytons and Jim Jones, it was 
almost inevitable that the Moore family would publish a 
defense of their involvement with the Peoples Temple. 
The Reverend John Moore and his wife Barbara were two 
of the Temple's most outspoken supporters. Their 
eldest daughter Carolyn had married Larry Layton and 
gave birth to Jim Jones' son Kimo. Carolyn's work in 
the Temple's hierarchy culminated on November 18th with 
her death in Jones' cabin. The Moores' youngest 
daughter Annie was a high-ranking medical technician in 
the experiment. She expected to survive the White 
Night that she had helped to engineer but at the last 
minute she was shot to death in Jones' cabin. It was 


the Moores' middle daughter Rebecca who, like Thomas 
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Layton, was detached from the family's project in order 
to champion their reputation in an autobiography. 

Rebecca Moore worked at an undisclosed job in 
Washington, D.C. from the time her sisters joined the 
Peoples Temple (1968-1970) until just a few months 
after the massacre when she moved to Reno, Nevada to 
join her mother and father. In the mid 1970's, Rebecca 
had divorced her first husband and married Fielding M. 
(Mac) McGehee, a federal government employee. 

After the massacre, John Moore petitioned the 
FBI for their files on Jonestown while Fielding McGehee 
sued the CIA for their records under the Freedom of 
Information Act. Rebecca Moore McGehee started a six 
year project to produce a book. All three endeavors 
failed to expose the truth. It is entirely possible 
that Rebecca Moore was a communications conduit between 
the experiment and the faction of the federal 
government that sponsored it. "Moore vs the FBI" and 
"McGehee vs the CIA" spearheaded the unproductive 
investigation into the government's prior knowledge of 
and participation in Jonestown. The FBI, the CIA, 
Rebecca's father and Rebecca's husband controlled the 
flow of censored information from Washington. 

The Edwin Mellen Press (Box 450, Lewiston, New 
York 14092) is a scholarly publisher that prints 
research works for distribution to libraries and 
universities. They pay no royalties to their academic 
authors whose remuneration is recognition, career 
advancement, and salary increase only. Soon after they 
published Making Sense of the Jonestown Suicides, 
Mellen was approached by Rebecca Moore and agreed to 
publish her family history. A Sympathetic History of 
Jonestown is expensive ($69.95) but highly recommended 


so long as the reader understands that it is a defense 
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of the Moore family and questions that it is a defense 
of the CIA. 
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All in all, over thirty books have been 
published to date. Some are government propaganda, 
others are a defense of the author's or the church's 
involvement with Jim Jones. Some were conceived with 
honest intentions but deceived by those who fed false 
information to the author. Still others fell prey to 
the most common mistake -- they believed Jim Jones. 
They knew he was a mass murderer, a fraud, a con man, a 
thief and a master manipulator but they could not 
envision him as a liar. They believed or wanted to 
believe what Jones had taken so much time and energy to 
record. They believed him when he said he was a 
Socialist or a Communist. They believed him when he 
said the CIA was out to get him. But they never 
understood the man. 

Motion pictures and television also played a 
major role in shaping public opinion about Jonestown. 
"Guyana, Cult of the Damned" was a full-length movie 
filmed in Mexico that was almost universally criticized 
for its distortion of the truth. CBS Television 
produced a two-part docudrama entitled "The Guyana 
Tragedy -- The Story of Jim Jones" that further 
confused and misled the public with its mixture of fact 
and fantasy. Actor Powers Booth received an Emmy for 
his leading role which attests to the acclaim the film 
received. CBS airs the program about once a year which 
tends to perpetuate their portrayal of Jones as a 
crazed drug addict while protecting the identity of the 


Stoens, the Laytons and even Larry Schacht. Another 
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television series, hosted by the popular actor Leonard 
Nimoy and entitled "In Search Of..." explored the life 
of Jim Jones within the confines of its thirty minute 
format. The program included film clips of one of 
Jones' video-taped promotional tours of Jonestown in 
which he pointed out to the camera the community's 
stockpile of food, making special effort to show and 
describe their inventory of Kool- Aid. In another 
Temple-produced clip, Jones danced with a live snake he 
held up to the cameras. It was irresistible 
sensationalism and the "In Search of..." producers were 
probably not aware that including it helped Jones to 
convince the public that he was crazy. "In Search of 
Jim Jones" is also aired about once a year which helps 
reinforce the post-Jonestown propaganda. 

Of equal importance are some of the related 
films produced for television, like the ninety-minute 
docudrama "The People vs. Dan White" aired by the 
Public Broadcasting Corporation. Much of the story 
line was accurate and the writers even elected to 
include three extraneous references to Jim Jones but it 
was more for the setting of the times than an 
implication that the Peoples Temple was responsible for 
the assassinations of Moscone and Milk. "The People 
vs. Dan White" fell short of the whole truth, perhaps 
deliberately. It was made possible through a grant 
from Esquire Magazine. 

Perhaps the most unusual medium used in the 
propaganda campaign was radio. In May of 1980, three 
CIlA-types, dressed in vested suits and the trademark 
aviator sunglasses, stormed a U.S. radio station and 
held the staff at pistol-point while they broadcast a 
Statement claiming that Jonestown was an experiment in 


mind control organized by the United Council of 


512 


Churches. Though there was but a small listening 
audience within the limited range of the station's 
Signal, the account of the hijacking and the 
unauthorized broadcast was repeated nationwide as a 
minor news story of the day. The entire scenario had 
been planned from the beginning to take the heat off 
the CIA which, by 1980, was under fire for their role 
in Jonestown. 

Many of the electronic productions used 
excerpts from the tape recording of the final hours of 
Jonestown. Jones had recorded the entire White Night 
on a recorder tapped into the pavilion's public address 
system. That alone is evidence enough to question the 
tape's credibility because it recorded only what the 
congregation heard, not the behind-the-scenes instruc- 
tions that Jones was continually issuing to his aides. 
Even though it is incomplete, the tape is precious. 
News of its existence first appeared in the Washington 
Post in early December, 1978. In mid December, about a 
month after the Event, Attorney General Griffin Bell 
announced that the FBI possessed the original tape but 
that it would not be released to the public. He 
admitted to not knowing much about the death of 
Congressman Ryan and over nine hundred other Americans 
and added "I do not suffer from morbid curiosity;" a 
calculated statement if ever there was one. How the 
FBI acquired the tape so soon after it was made is a 
mystery because they were banned from entering Guyana. 
The first outsiders on the scene were the CIA, the 
Guyanese military and the Prime Minister's wife. The 
Guyanese government is said to have a copy and somehow 
one other cassette copy was made and sold to Beau 
Buchanan, president of International Home Video Club, 


Inc. From his New York office, Buchanan sold a copy to 
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the New York Times, which published transcribed 
excerpts in May of 1979. Buchanan also sold copies to 
Mark Lane and the House of Representatives committee 
investigating the assassination of Ryan and the 
massacre in Jonestown. Congress had to buy a copy on 
the open market because neither the CIA or the FBI 
would give them that piece of evidence. By the time 
the tape got to Buchanan or at least by the time he had 
copies to distribute, it had been crudely edited either 
by the CIA, the Guyanese government, the FBI or 
Buchanan because there were no other parties involved. 
Audio experts who later examined the tape, reported 
that the recording machine had been turned on and off, 
interrupting the tape, some forty-seven times. What 
was edited out is not known. The original is secured 
in the FBI's files and not available to the public. 

The New York Times followed suit and further edited and 
even misrepresented the tape by substituting "applause" 
for the screams and protests of those who did not want 
to die. The Times mentioned the music and singing in 
the background but failed to say it was a record and 
not the jubilant "mass suicide" they tried hard to 
defend after having coined the expression in their 
previous sensationalistic headlines. Though it was 
probably out of self-defense, the New York Times 
article served to further disguise the truth about the 
White Night. 

Most of the Times articles were written or 
influenced by Robert Lindsey who was not a stranger to 
CIA intrigue, having authored The Falcon and the 
Snowman and The Flight of the Falcon, both of which 


outlined the life of CIA cryptologist and convicted spy 


Christopher Boyce. But the most interesting aspect of 


the New York Times' treatment of the Jonestown subject 
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is not the contributors or distortions but, oddly, the 
placement of the articles in their newspaper. Most are 
adjacent to the articles on the CIA and the Nazis. A 
prime example is the December 4, 1980 edition which 
included the CIA's ultimate defense. The article, 
entitled "House Committee Clears C.I.A. of Role in 


People's Temple Cult" reported, 


The House Intelligence Committee 
has found "no evidence at all" 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency was involved with the 
People's Temple commune in Guyana 
before the mass murders and 


suicides there in November 1978. 


The House Intelligence Committee was responding to 
Congressman Ryan's staff and others close enough to the 
story to at least suspect that the CIA sponsored the 
experiment. Their "no evidence at all" statement was 
one of the most blatant lies in the post-Jonestown 
propaganda campaign. Adjacent to that story, the Times 
printed an article entited, "C.I.A. Linked to Mind- 
Control Drug Experiments." Citing documents released a 
day earlier under the Freedom of Information Act, the 
story outlined how the CIA had conducted a mind-control 
experiment on eight Black inmates at the Federal 
Addiction Research Center in Lexington, Kentucky back 
in 1963. Previously released documents detailed the 
CIA's mind-control experiments with LSD at that same 
facility but these later experiments used a mysterious 
hallucinogenic called BZ that "is a very long lasting 
drug which causes marked changes in mental 


functioning." According to the article, "The Army had 
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a Similar program," (presumably within the Army's 
Chemical Warfare Division under the direction of Dr. 
Laurence Layton). It was more than just a coincidence 
that the CIA would be absolved of any wrongdoing in the 
Jonestown affair on the same day that they released 
documents incriminating themselves in a smaller scale 
experiment. The uncanny timing suggests that the 
agency's M K ULTRA division was plea- bargaining. 
Cleared of the major crime, they admitted to a lesser 
one. An overall study of the Times' habit of placing 
articles on Jonestown adjacent to articles on the CIA 
and the Nazis raises questions as to their motives. 
Perhaps they simply recognized that these three 
seemingly unrelated subjects would interest the same 
type of reader but there is a strong chance that the 
New York Times recognized the truth about Jonestown but 
were either afraid to print it or censored from doing 
so. By placing articles on these three subjects 
together, they implied a connection to the amazement of 
conspiracy researchers and, no doubt, the irritation of 
the CIA. 

Jim Jones' relationship with the San Francisco 
print media and especially the Hearst Corporation, 
sometimes appears amicable and other times adverse. It 
is difficult to ascertain but one thing remains 
certain, Jones had a long-standing, sometimes 
controversial, relationship with both The San Francisco 
Examiner and Chronicle. Most of their encounters have 
been outlined elsewhere in this work but one final 
human interest story warrants inclusion in this 
chapter. On November 22, 1978, The San Francisco 
Chronicle published an article entitled, "Chronicle 
Photo Leads to an Arrest." The day before, the paper 
had printed a photo of Shelby Byrd, a Black man 
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inquiring at the gates of the San Francisco Temple 
about his aunt and two nephews who were in Jonestown at 
the time of the tragedy. Grief-stricken does not fully 
describe the look of desperation and anguish on his 
face. As it turned out, his aunt, Beverly Oliver was 
wounded at the airstrip while his two nephews, Bruce 
and William, died in the White Night. Within a few 
hours of the paper's release one Daniel Doherty "told 
police that a man, photographed outside the People's 
Temple in San Francisco Monday, was the same man who 
robbed him of $40 last month at the Pink Palace housing 
project." Until a year earlier the Pink Palace had 
been managed by Jones as the Director of the San 
Francisco Housing Authority. With uncharacteristic 
expediency, the police arrested Byrd within minutes. 
The last report from the Chronicle was that the 
“strong-arm robbery suspect" was being held in city 
jail. Byrd may have been guilty as charged but more 
than likely he was being discredited for the public 
display of his honest grief. In other words, he was 
framed to take away from the public sympathy his photo 
generated. Such was the rather frantic activities of 
those in charge of the post-Jonestown cover-up. 

Weekly news magazines, like Time and Newsweek, 
also contributed to the public opinion through articles 
heavily influenced by Gordon Lindsey, Paul Persaud, 
Margaret Singer, Mike Prokes, the Millses and several 
other characters whose activities have earned them a 
mention elsewhere in this chapter. 

Obviously, there was a concerted attempt to 
suppress information, stifle investigations, censor 
writers and manipulate public opinion. The propaganda 
campaign that assaulted society following the 


experiment in Jonestown is extremely complex and, in 
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many ways, more difficult to comprehend than the 
experiment itself. The story is full of agents and 
counteragents, provocateurs and informants of dubious 
intention. Some worked for Jim Jones or the CIA, 
others for themselves as a self-defense of their 
personal involvement with the Peoples Temple. Those 
few who worked for the truth were too often misled by 
their sources. The only conclusion that can be reached 
with any certainty is that the group of people who 
helped formulate the public's opinion of the White 


Night was comprised of various villains and victims. 
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XV THE PHANTOM PREACHER 


The Reverend Jim Jones is alive, wealthy, 
secure and conceivably sipping pina coladas on the 
veranda as he reads this first published account of his 
escape from the carnage he created in Jonestown. The 
moment of truth was not a face-to-face, Stanley/Living- 
stone meeting in the jungle but rather a far less 
dramatic encounter in the local public library. I 
returned the proof of the preacher's survival to its 
righful place on the shelf for any other adventurer who 
is willing to dig six years to discover for himself. 
For those not willing to make such a commitment, here 
is the abridged version of a very intriguing tale. 

As any student of Jim Jones' career soon 
realizes, the man was not the paranoid schizophrenic he 
led historians to believe. There is a serious danger 
in pigeonholing him in clinical terminology and losing 
Sight of the simple truth that Jim Jones is just plain 
evil. He is extremely intelligent, logical, calcu- 
lating and exceptionally devious. A study of his 
public life is a study in successful criminal tactics. 


According to accounts, he was in total control of every 
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situation with the exception of his arrest in Los 
Angeles in 1973 and his alleged death in Guyana in 
1978. Aside from being his only two reported failures, 
these two separate incidences share the adjectives 
unexplained and bizarre. It is only when they are 
considered together that one can appreciate the true 
genius of Jim Jones. 

In the fall of 1973, Jones set in motion a 
masterful manipulation that would use the Los Angeles 
Police Department and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to establish a phantom identity. The 
story begins at an evening service of the Los Angeles 
Peoples Temple when Jones announced to his 
congregation, "I have had a revelation that something 
strange might happen tonight. No matter what happens, 
I don't want anyone to call an ambulance."183 He said 
nothing more on the subject and continued his sermon 
until Pinky, an elderly Black parishioner, collapsed on 
the floor at the rear of the building. At first it 
appeared to be just the beginning of another one of 
Jones' fake faith healings but Jones' wife, Marceline, 
uncharacteristically countered his order and phoned for 
an ambulance. Temple guards, Cleveland Jackson and 
Jimmy Jones, the Reverend's adopted Black son, carried 
Pinky on a stretcher out of the building and into an 
adjoining alley. 

Somehow, the two guards managed to provoke a 
fist fight with the ambulance attendants who had 
responded to Marceline's call for help. They refused 
to allow them to take Pinky to the hospital. Young 
Jones struck one of the attendants while the second one 
broke free to radio for police assistance. The Los 
Angeles Police Department responded with several squad 


cars and a dozen uniformed officers. The scene was 
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chaotic with blaring sirens, flashing red lights, and 
even a helicopter overhead carrying police marksmen, 
whose long rifle barrels pointed at the crowd below. 
The two Temple guards were arrested and Jimmy 
Jones promptly punched an officer in the face, 
reportedly breaking the policeman's nose. Meanwhile, 
Marceline and several additional guards entered the 
alley and Marceline began ranting and raving at the 
police, a technique of intimidation known to the 
exclusively Caucasian hierarchy as “crazy niggering." 
She, too, was taken into custody and, in the ensuing 
confusion, Temple guards helped Pinky off the stretcher 
and back into the Temple. The police and the ambulance 
left the scene without her. Marceline, Cleveland and 
Jimmy were remanded to the Ramparts Police Station. 
Inside the Temple, ushers were running up and 
down the aisles telling everyone to remain seated and 
calm, though most had no idea what had transpired 
outside. Jones proceeded to address the congregation 


in a low, serious tone, 


Early this morning I had a 
revelation. I told everyone in 
this building that there was to 
be no ambulance called because I 
knew this type of trouble would 
happen. Someone didn't hear my 
instruction and called an ambu- 
lance anyway. Our sister, Pinky, 
had collapsed, but I knew that my 
power could take care of her. 

She is fine now, in an adjoining 
room. Through my power, she 


disappeared off the stretcher as 
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the policemen and guards were 


arguing about her.184 


Jones then appointed an assistant to complete the 
service and left for the Ramparts Precinct Station to 
rescue his wife and son. Upon his arrival, he was so 
abusive to the police that he too was confined to a 
cell. Cleveland Jackson and Jimmy Jones remained 
incarcerated for several days but the Reverend and his 
wife were released without being formally charged. 

It is evident that Jones had prior knowledge of 
the incident with Pinky and the ambulance which 
suggests that he planned the scenario that resulted in 
the apprehension of his wife and the arrest of his son. 
Following the incident, Jones embarked on a vicious 
letter-writing campaign in which he demanded a public 
apology from the police officers involved. He did 
everything in his power to create a hostile attitude in 
the Ramparts Precinct Station. Jones was certain to be 
arrested the next time he stepped out of line in Los 
Angeles. 

December of 1973 was a very busy month for 
Jones. He arranged to lease a large tract of land in 
Guyana and sent the first group of trail blazers to 
South America to carve a community out of the dense 
jungle, a community that five years later would be the 
site of the massacre. Also, about this time, he began 
rehearsing the White Night; the mass suicide ritual 
that would be his congregation's last supper. The five 
year plan was underway and Jones' first concern was for 
his own ultimate survival. 

It was a well known fact in the Temple that 
Jones employed cosmetic doubles to impersonate him in 


situations he considered dangerous. Everywhere he 
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traveled, he was accompanied by a contingent of 
cosmetologists and impersonators. Long time aide 
Rheaviana Beam or his personal servant, Rose Shelton, 
carried the suitcase containing the wigs and make-up 
they used to transform Wayne Pietila, Harold Cordell, 
Mike Prokes and at least one other unidentified Temple 
aide into clones of Jim Jones. The double deceit was 
relatively easy as the real Jim Jones was, himself, 
very "made-up." He dyed his hair jet black and used a 
variety of facial cosmetics. Since he was almost never 
seen in public without his CIA, aviator-type 
sunglasses, no one ever really got a good look at his 
face. The task was not to make the doubles look like 
Jones but to make the doubles and Jones look like the 
same person. It was easy. 

On or about December ist, 1973, Jones escorted 
his adopted son, Lew, to the Westlake Theater, located 
about six blocks up Alvarado Street from his Los 
Angeles Temple. After the movie, the two returned to 
the Temple to report to everyone there that Lew had 
been harassed by a man in the theater's men's room who 
Jones believed was an undercover vice squad officer. 
Reporting the incident was apparently important to 
Jones for, by doing so, he had to admit to breaking one 
of his own rules. Temple members were forbidden to 
attend movies. The incident accurately foretold Jones' 
own arrest two weeks later. 

On December 13th, Jones was once again in Los 
Angeles for the weekly services but this time he 
remained locked in seclusion while an unidentified 
double was sent on a very important mission. The 
double was instructed to go to the Westlake Theater and 
entrap the vice squad officer in the men's room into 


making an illegal and embarrassing arrest. Jones told 
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him that the purpose of the mission was to discredit 
the policeman as revenge for his harassment of Lew and 
also to discredit the entire Ramparts police force, 
which had continually harassed Temple members ever 
Since the incident with Pinky and the ambulance. 
According to one published report, Jones told only his 
attorney, Tim Stoen, of his plan, "in case an emergency 
developed." The double set out on his mission, unaware 
that five years later, he would be murdered for his 
little masquerade. 

The phantom Jim Jones walked the one mile up 
Alvarado Street to the Westlake Theater, across from 
MacArthur Park. Even in gaudy Los Angeles, he must 
have been rather conspicuous on the sidewalk as he was 
dressed in a bright green sport coat with a red and 
blue striped shirt and black pants. He bought a ticket 
at the box office, went inside and took a seat in the 
balcony for the matinee showing of "Jesus Christ 
Superstar." Sometime during the movie, he walked down 
to the men's room. As he entered the toilet stall, 
undercover vice squad officer A.L. Kagele was washing 
his hands at the sink. Both men returned to the 
balcony at about the same time and, according to 


Officer Kagele's statement, 


-.-Officer observed the defendant 
sitting near the back of the 
balcony and (he) appeared to wave 
to officer to come up. Officer 
sat down for a few minutes, then 
got up to check the activity in 
the rest room. Officer entered 
the rest room, and within a 


minute officer heard the rest 
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room door open and observed the 
defendant...go to the same 
toilet. Office observed the de- 
fendant's right arm moving, and 
at this time the defendant turned 
to officer. Officer observed the 
defendant's penis to be erect and 
the defendant, with his right 
hand, was masturbating and 
showing his penis to officer. 

The defendant then walked toward 
officer with his erect penis in 
his hand. Officer exited the 
rest room and signaled his 


partner of the violation.185 


At 4 PM, the phantom was arrested for lewd 
conduct by Officer Kagele and his partner, Officer 
Lloyd Frost, and taken into custody to the Ramparts 
Division Station where he was booked, photographed and 
fingerprinted as "James Warren Jones." Tim Stoen 
posted the five hundred dollar bail and the defendant 
was released and ordered to appear in court on December 
20th. 

Tim Stoen immediately went to work on his 
client's defense. For the next few days he shuttled 
between Los Angeles and Sacramento, pleading his case 
to officials of the LAPD and the State Attorney 
General's office. Stoen exerted considerable influence 
for, aside from his Temple duties, he was Assistant 
District Attorney for Mendocino County, the bastion of 
the Peoples Temple. 

On the day of the trial, Municipal Court Judge 


Clarence A. Stromwell granted a motion from an 
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unidentified prosecutor from the city attorney's office 
to dismiss the case "in the furtherance of justice." 
Judge Stromwell stamped the court docket, "Defendant 
stipulates as to probable cause," that is to say the 
defendant agreed there was justification to presume 
that he was guilty as charged. No reason has ever been 
given for the dismissal, as required by law. 

Six weeks later, on February 1st, 1974, Judge 
Stromwell ordered the court records, as well as the 
arrest records on file with the LAPD, the FBI, and 
other law enforcement agencies to be "sealed and 
destroyed." The judge's action was highly irregular 
because his order was given in private, not in court in 
the presence of the arresting officer and prosecutor as 
is standard procedure. 

Stoen had succeeded in getting the charges 
against his client dismissed and in keeping the story 
from the local press. He had done far more than the 
average attorney, even seeking the consultation of Mike 
Franchetti, later appointed Chief Assistant to the 
Attorney General of California, because, as Franchetti 
recalled, "I was an expert in records law; how they 
were sealed, "186 

Despite Judge Stromwell's order, Jones' records 
were evidently not destroyed. Stoen had somehow 
managed to pirate several photocopies of the records 
which he placed in his files. The copies were 
discovered about a year later as the Temple moved its 
headquarters from Mendocino County to San Francisco. A 
few months before the massacre in 1978, Stoen, who had 
since allegedly defected from the Temple, prepared a 
motion in conjunction with the San Francisco Examiner 


and the Los Angeles Times to have Jones' arrest records 
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released to the public. Eventually, the records were 
unsealed and published in March of 1979, four months 
after the massacre. Since Stoen possessed copies of 
the records from the very beginning, his petition 
suggests he was only verifying that the LAPD had not 
destroyed their copy. 

The events that transpired in Los Angeles had 
all the earmarks of a Jim Jones master plan. They were 
bizarre, ironic, complicated and difficult for the 
average observer to understand. The previously 
accepted accounts leave many critical questions 
unanswered. Questions such as: If Jones had prior 
knowledge of the episode with Pinky and the ambulance 
then why did he allow the situation to evolve unabated 
and result in the incarceration of his wife and son? 
And why would Jones go out of his way to make an enemy 
of the LAPD? Why would he approach the vice squad 
officer in the theater when he had prior knowledge of 
the undercover stake-out? Why would the FBI even have 
a file on such a minor misdemeanor as a lewd conduct 
charge? Why was the case dismissed? Why were the 
records ordered destroyed and why were they not 
destroyed? These and other important questions 
surrounding the arrest have never been addressed. 

As with all of Jones' plans designed to set the 
record wrong, posterity is provided with a glimpse of 
the preacher's off-beat sense of humor; it was his 
trademark. In this case, there is an intense irony in 
a Christian minister committing a lewd act at the 
showing of movie about the life of Jesus Christ. 
Jones, who claimed to be the reincarnation of Christ, 
among other notable figures in history, had staged his 
own arrest and his true motives for doing so would not 


be appreciated until this work. 
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As Congressman Ryan and his entourage of 
Concerned Relatives and reporters prepared to leave 
Georgetown for their ill-fated trip into Guyana's 
interior, Tim Stoen's wife, Grace, who also claimed to 
have defected from the Temple, prepared the press for a 
cosmetic Jim Jones. Ron Javers, reporter for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, later recorded his initial 


impressions of the preacher, 


Jim Jones was sitting at the head 
of the table, dressed in a red 
Shirt and khaki pants. He had 
black hair and long sideburns, 
and even though it was night, he 
was wearing sunglasses. He al- 
ways wore them, we learned. 
Immediately he looked to me like 
a man who was powdered and 


perfumed.187 


Washington Post correspondent Charles Krause was more 


specific in his account: 


I sat beside him [Jones] and 
watched him closely as he talked. 
Grace Stoen had told me that he 
used an eyebrow pencil to give an 
appearance of thickness to his 
sideburns. I was curious about 
that and, after looking at him 
for a while, decided she was 
right .188 
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Others in attendance, who had known Jones in 


the past, said that he just did not look like the Jim 
Jones they remembered. He was much heavier and even 
his facial features were different. Some attributed 
this to reports that he had been ill, others that his 
illness was actually due to an overuse of illicit 
drugs; but most agreed that he did not look the same as 
their memory of him. 

In the aftermath of the massacre, a corpse was 
discovered in front of the throne among the nine 
hundred others in and around the pavilion. It was 
tentatively identified as Jim Jones. Unlike most of 
the other victims, the body had not been poisoned but 
shot once behind the left ear. It was presumed that he 
had been murdered by a disenchanted follower as the gun 
was found some thirty yards away but this will never be 
established for certain because nitrate and neutron 
activation tests were not performed to determine if 
there were traces of gunpowder on Jones' hands. Such 
tests are standard procedure in deaths where there is a 
question as to murder or suicide. The absence of such 
simple tests exemplifies the very poor handling of the 
corpse and its identification. 

The corpse, identified as Jim Jones, was 
allowed to rot in the jungle heat for four days before 
it was removed. No attempt was made to preserve the 
remains. The body was not refrigerated (not even in 
the temporary morgue set up at the Georgetown airport). 
This may be due in part to the U.S. State Department's 
original plan to bury all the dead in a mass grave in 
Jonestown, without identification or autopsy. Three 
days after the massacre, the Associated Press reported, 
"Douglas Davidson, an officer with the U.S. Embassy, 


Said the bodies are in an advanced state of 
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decomposition and authorities are considering burying 
them in Jonestown." Relatives of the dead protested 
the mass burial plan and petitioned the U.S. government 
to transport the bodies back to the United States. 
George Moscone, mayor of San Francisco, which was the 
hometown of many of the victims, telegraphed President 
Jimmy Carter to request federal assistance. His 


telegram, dated November 24th, read in part, 


I respectfully request that you 
use your authority to underwrite 
the cost of bringing back those 
whose next of kin request that 
they be returned and who 
otherwise do not have the means 
to do so.189 


Over nine hundred corpses were flown, via 
military cargo planes, from Georgetown to a military 
mortuary at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware. Only 
seven autopsies were conducted at the federal facility 
and those were performed after embalming. No tissue 
samples or bodily fluids were saved for analysis. The 
chief undertaker, Charles Carson, destroyed all the 
evidence in what the medical profession almost 
universally recognized as the “ineptness" of the 
postmortem investigation. The following conclusion of 
an article appearing in a forensic pathologist trade 
magazine was typical of the prevailing professional 


opinion, 


The contradictions, inconsis- 
tencies, and questionable truths 


related through these interviews 
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leave many unanswered questions. 
In fact, the entire episode 
suggests government mismanagement 
or a coverup of the true facts. 
The statements given by various 
government officials lend fuel to 
accusations made by people like 
Mark Lane, who served as legal 
counsel for Jones' Peoples 
Temple. Lane proclaimed that a 
U.S. conspiracy existed to 
destroy the cult and its leader. 
The totally unprofessional and 
questionable handling of the 
bodies and the failure to 
establish cause and manner of 
death do not dispute Lane's 
charges. Unfortunately, his 
claims are strengthened because 
there are so few facts about what 
actually happened. It is regret- 
table that professional medical 
personnel failed to do what the 
newest member -- fresh from 
college -- of a clinical medical 


laboratory would have known to 
do, 190 


Eventually, though posthumously, George Moscone 
was granted his request when 253 unidentified bodies 
were flown to California and buried together in a large 
pit dug in an Oakland Cemetery. The federal government 
paid the multi-million dollar bill but later 


confiscated known Temple bank accounts as repayment. 
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As soon as the news of Jones' alleged death 
reached the outside world, the Concerned Relatives and 
ex-Temple members proclaimed, in unison, that the 
corpse was not Jim Jones. The news media received 
various, yet consistent, reports that Jones did not 
intend to die in the White Night and that, in all the 
recent rehearsals, he planned to survive, return to the 
United States with a "hit squad", and kill all the 
enemies of the Peoples Temple. Former members 
described his use of cosmetic doubles or "look-alikes" 
as they called them, and were so adamant in their 
claims that Jones was still alive that the FBI was 
called in to identify the body. 

A stainless steel coffin labeled, "Rev. Jimmie 
Jones" arrived at the military mortuary on Dover Air 
Base on November 23rd at 8:05 PM (EST). Up until this 
time no special effort had been made to identify the 
remains other than a visual identification by U.S. 
Embassy officials in Guyana who would only say they 
were "awfully convinced" the decomposed corpse was Jim 
Jones. The FBI immediately fingerprinted the body, 
which was in such an advanced state of decomposition 
that the technician had to surgically remove the 
fingertips and slip them over his own gloved fingers to 
effect the printing. Though the process was difficult 
and completed rather hastily, it was accurate. That 
same evening, William Webster, the Director of the FBI, 
announced that the Bureau had made a positive 
identification of the body of Jim Jones. The following 


day, the San Francisco Chronicle reported, 


The identification of the 
preacher's remains was made soon 


after [arrival] by a team of ten 
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FBI fingerprint specialists who 
compared Los Angeles police 
department records of Jones' 
prints with ones taken from his 
body, Webster said.191 


The basic premise of this chapter that William 
Webster's statement was simply not true. The FBI was 
not positive that the body was Jim Jones, only that the 
body was the same man arrested.as Jim Jones five years 
earlier. There were no other records of Jones' prints. 
The authenticity of the LAPD files was never questioned 
and the case was mistakenly closed. 

Marceline's parents, Walter and Charlotte 
Baldwin, initially requested that the remains of Jim, 
Marceline and their adopted son Lew, be shipped back to 
their native Indiana for burial but they changed their 
minds the day after Webster's announcement. The 
Baldwins' final request was that the bodies be cremated 
and the ashes spread on the Atlantic Ocean. Charles 
Carson, chief undertaker at Dover Air Force Base, 
complied with their wishes. This, in itself, may be 
unprecedented as cadavers entrusted to the government 
are buried in a potter's field and never cremated and 
buried at sea. From the throne in Jonestown to the 
Atlantic Ocean, the body identified as Jim Jones had 
never left the control of the U.S. military, federal 
law enforcement agencies or their subcontractors. 

In retrospect, Jim Jones was in complete 
control of all aspects of his master escape plan, from 
Pinky and the ambulance to Lew and the vice squad 
officer to his own faked arrest, the sealing of the 
records and ultimately the murder of his double. Tim 


Stoen had been very instrumental in getting the charges 
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against his client dismissed and in keeping the story 
out of the news while, five years later, his wife 
prepared the press for a cosmetic Jones. The press, in 
turn, prepared the world for a cosmetic corpse. There 
is no doubt that this happened; the only question is 
whether or not the Stoens and others who helped 
establish the false identity of the phantom preacher 
were cognizant of the ramifications of their actions. 
Temple security was always on a "need-to-know" basis 
which was doubly true of this particular project as 
evidenced by the fact that Jones cast only his family 
members in key roles. Most participants were 
manipulated. Even the director of the FBI was deceived 
by this preacher who one day will be recognized as one 
of the foremost criminal minds of this century. 

So what happened to the real Jim Jones? He 
escaped. Wherever he is, he is certainly not alone, 
there are others with him but they will never disclose 
his whereabouts. The best this researcher can do is to 
report the final few moments of his public life. 

As the last of the congregation were poisoned, 
the few escapees hiding in the jungle heard the 
Jonestown guards cheer, "Hip, Hip, Hurray!," three 
times. All the guards had been told that they would 
escape with their leader, but one would not. The 
unidentified double, who had posed as Jones five years 
earlier, was called to the throne in the pavilion and 
shot. Before the remaining forty or fifty fled, Jones 
radioed the Albatross III (the Temples' seaworthy ship 
which was anchored at the Port of Spain in Trinidad) to 
pick them up at the mouth of the Waini River about 
thirty miles north of Jonestown. This coincided with 
recent rehearsals in which Jones said he would escape 


the White Night by sea. The radio transmission was 
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intercepted and the Albatross was seized by authorities 
in Trinidad. The Temples' fishing trawler, the Cudjo, 
had been docked at Port Kaituma during the massacre but 
immediately after it was sent up river leaving Mike 
Prokes and the Carter brothers stranded. They were to 
rendezvous with the ship for their escape but were 
arrested on the docks. Why the ship_was sent up river 
and who was on board has never been reported. It is 
only known that Guyanese authorities seized the vessel. 
A third Temple ship, the Marceline, was never found 
though there is some speculation that the Marceline was 
actually the Albatross or the Cudjo sailing under an 
assumed name. 

The stated plan to escape by sea and the radio 
transmission to the Albatross were only diversions. 
Jones was well aware that the Federal Communications 
Commission and other government agencies were 
monitoring Jonestown radio transmissions after receivng 
numerous complaints that the Temple illegally used 
codes and frequency changes to disguise their messages. 
It was no accident that this all-important message was 
not in code. Jones wanted the authorities to overhear 
his last minute escape plan for, if anyone sought him 
out, they would certainly be looking on the Guyanese 
coast when in fact Jones and his guards had headed west 
for the thirteen mile hike to the Venezuelan border; a 
path they had previously blazed and patrolled. 

The day after the massacre, a Venezuelan Air 
Force pilot patrolling his country's disputed border 
with Guyana reported seeing a group of forty or fifty 
armed men in a clearing as they entered Venezuela at 
precisely the place and time where Jones and his guards 


should have been. The Venezuelan government refused to 
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confirm their pilot's report, making him the last 
person to see Jim Jones and live to tell about it. 

As a postscript to the story, this chapter was 
first drafted in 1980, when it was believed that its 
conclusion was not shared by any other researcher. At 
the time no one else thought that Jones had survived. 
On May 12, 1981, the Globe published a one page article 
by William Harris entitled, "Jim Jones Still Alive in 
Brazil," which began, "Jim Jones, former cult leader 
and CIA agent, escaped the Peoples Temple massacre in 
Guyana and is now hiding out in Brazil, according to 
sensational new evidence." The article outlined the 
Ryan family's lawsuit against the State Department 
which named Phil Blakey and Dick Dwyer as CIA 
operatives and Jonestown as a "mass mind-control CIA 
experiment." It also included several quotes from Joe 
Holsinger, Ryan's attorney and long-time friend, who 


reportedly said, 


The more I investigate the 
mysteries of Jonestown, the more 
I am convinced there is something 
sinister behind it all...There is 
no doubt in my mind that Jones 
had very close CIA connec- 
tions..At the time of the 
tragedy, the Temple had three 
boats in the water off the coast. 
The boats disappeared shortly 
afterwards. Remember Brazil is a 
country Jones was very familiar 
with. He is supposed to have had 
money there. And it is not too 


far from Guyana. My own feeling 
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is that Jones was ambushed by CIA 
agents who then disappeared in 
the boats. But the whole story 
is so mind-boggling that I'm 
willing to concede he escaped 
with them. 


The article went on to quote a Guyanese official who 


said, 


A lot of people here believe 
Jones had a double who died at 
Jonestown and that Jones himself 


is still alive. 


Perhaps more important than the quotes was the author's 
recognition of what should have been obvious to 
everyone; namely the discrepancy between the 1,200 
residents in Jonestown and the slightly more than 900 


bodies found in its wake. Harris wrote, "Of course, 


some cult members were never found -- the holders of 
300 U.S. passports found in the camp are unaccounted 
for. They may have fled to another country." Anyone 


who researches Jonestown would instantly recognize the 
uniquely different and dangerously true tone of the 
Globe article. The Globe is a sensationalist tabloid 
of the type sold at the supermarket check-out stands 
but, in spite of its monetary motives, its story was 
closer to the truth than any other. The difference 
between this article and others published in the United 
States is that the Globe is published in Canada and 
perhaps out of the range of the CIA's close scrutiny 


and control. 
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What all this brings to mind is, if Jones 
escaped Jonestown, where is he today? He wanted us to 
think he planned to travel the thirty miles northeast 
to the mouth of the Waini River but that was only a 
diversion. Likewise, the Venezuelan pilot's uncon- 
firmed report that he traveled west might also have 
been a diversion. Jones would not have been well- 
received by the Venezuelan government after his 
community of Americans was used to trick their 
president into giving up any claims to the disputed 
territory. Brazil would appear to be his logical 
choice for sanctuary. He had money there. He had 
contacts there in the military government that he had 
helped into power. Also, his idol and possible 
mentor, Josef Mengele, was at the time living in San 
Paulo. But, moreover, the safest haven would have been 
Africa. Jonestown had secretly transported hundreds of 
mercenaries to the Dark Continent in its early days. 
One more unobserved flight from Caracas or San Paulo or 
any number of airstrips in South America would not have 


presented a problem. 
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XVI RENEGADE FACTION | 


The Central Intelligence Agency is not 
responsible for the Jonestown atrocity, but they are 
accountable for it. Any government agency or, for that 
matter, any government, is a concept and only as good 
or as bad as the people it employs. This is 
particularly true of the CIA, which lacks the chain of 
command that typically structures most organizations. 
The CIA is compartmental which enables each department 
to function independently. Certainly not everyone 
employed by the agency knows that the CIA sponsored the 
Jonestown experiment, perhaps not even the agency's 
director is aware that Jim Jones was an operative. Not 
even the agency personnel working in Jonestown knew the 
full scope of the experiment that was conducted by what 
the CIA will eventually term a renegade faction. 

Following World War II, the CIA began its 
operation from several office buildings scattered 
throughout the Washington, D.C. area. Though contrary 
to the agency's name, this decentralized structure was 
necessary to compartmentalize the various activities of 


the U.S. and former Nazi German agents. Eventually, 
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Congress granted 46 of the 60 million dollars the 
agency requested to construct a headquarters building 
on a isolated government reserve across the Potomac 
River from Washington, D.C. In its initial 
presentation to the House Appropriations Committee, the 


agency reported, 


The new building will consist of 
block-type wings, readily com- 
partmented from one another, so 
that specially restricted areas 
can be established and special 
controls maintained in each 


section. 


The Langley, Virginia headquarters houses untold 
numbers of self-contained departments that operate 
independently behind unmarked doors. Through one of 
those doors passed the truth about Jonestown. 

While presidents come and go (from Washington 
to Reagan, they average only five years in office) the 
true power of the executive branch of government is 
carried from administration to administration by the 
different departments of the CIA. The best assessment 
of the threat the CIA presently poses to the American 
people comes from the president who helped establish 
the agency. In 1963, Harry Truman wrote in a 


syndicated newspaper article, 


For some time I have been 
disturbed by the way the CIA has 
been diverted from its original 
assignment. It has become an 


operational and at times a 
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policy-making arm of the govern- 
ment...I never had any thought 
that when I set up the CIA that 
it would be injected into 
peacetime cloak-and-dagger opera- 
tions. Some of the complications 
and embarrassment that I think we 
have experienced are in part 
attributable to the fact that 
this quiet intelligence arm of 
the President has been so removed 
from its intended role that it is 
interpreted as a symbol of 
Sinister and mysterious foreign 


intrigue. 


Even as early as 1963, Truman and many others 
recognized that the executive branch of government was 
no longer in control of the agency but no one 
questioned who was in control. Everyone assumed that 
the CIA had gone its separate way under its own power. 
No one could see that the Nazis who helped establish 
the agency had used the need to know security system to 
continue the Third Reich in the United States under the 
impenetrable cloak of national security. 

The Nazis hiding in the CIA were relatively 
quiet for the first few years after World War II that 
it required to convince the American public that their 
true enemy was not fascism but communism. The success 
of the McCarthy Era propaganda campaign in the early 
1950's marked a distinct change in U.S. intelligence. 
No longer satisfied with merely gathering information 
about world events, as was their chartered function, 


the CIA began to create events that shaped history. 
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With the formation of the National Security Agency in 
1952, the CIA was relieved of most of the 
responsibility for gathering intelligence but even 
though it had outlived its original function, the 
agency continued to grow in personnel and budget. They 
were left with little more to do than play "what if" 
games; speculative contingency planning like, "Is there 
a pharmaceutical solution to the growing unrest among 
Blacks and Native Americans?" The experiment in 
Jonestown was conceived from just such speculation. 

Jim Jones worked for the CIA but that does not 
exclude the distinct possibility that he only worked 
through the agency for his true employer, the Nazis. 

As a youngster he studied the Nazis, later he would 
employ Nazis in his Peoples Temple that was structured 
along fascist lines. When the FBI searched Jones' San 
Francisco office after the massacre they found that 
half the books in his personal library were about 
behavior modification and the other half were about 
Nazi Germany. The odyssey that ended in Jonestown, 
began some fifteen years earlier in Brazil when Jones 
received his life assignment, presumably but not 
necessarily, from his CIA employer. At precisely the 
Same time that Jones moved to the Belo Horizonte suburb 
of San Antonio, Brazil, Josef Mengele, the infamous 
"Angel of Death" purchased a farm just south of him. 

Josef Mengele was born to the wealthiest family 
in Gunzburg, Bavaria. He was raised a strict Roman 
Catholic, studied anthropology and eventually went to 
work for the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute. When Hitler 
declared that only anthropologists were qualified to 
separate Aryans from sub-humans, Mengele was appointed 
head of the genetic experiments at Auschwitz. In the 


death camp, Mengele preferred to experiment on young 
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twins. He would use some new weapons or drug the SS 
was developing to kill one of the twins and then kill 
the other by some conventional means. Autopsies were 
then performed on both corpses for comparison. He also 
attempted to unlock the genetic secret that produces 
twins in an effort to double the output of the 
Lebensborn Program. Mengele was personally responsible 
for the death of 400,000 inmates at Auschwitz; four 
times the number killed by the combined nuclear 
explosions at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Josef Mengele 
murdered more people than anyone else in history. 

After the war, Mengele was interred by the occupying 
Americans who transported him back to his native 
Bavaria where they released him under his own name. 
They knew who he was and let him go free. With 
characteristical Nazi arrogance, Mengele expected to 
continue his genetic experiments after the war but, 
despite obvious support from the Americans, he was not 
safe in Europe. In 1948, he traveled down the Rat Run 
to Genoa, Italy where, with the help of the Red Cross 
and the Vatican, he was issued a passport of the type 
intended to repatriate victims of the Nazis. Under the 
name Dr. Helmut Gregor, Mengele boarded a freighter for 
Buenos Aires, where President Juan Peron had welcomed 
thousands of Nazis fleeing persecution for their war 
crimes. The Mengele family had managed to retain the 
bulk of their fortune through the war and their 
financial support of Josef enabled him to continue his 
experiments in Argentina. He bought a pharmaceutical 
company in Buenos Aires and set to work analyzing the 
blood samples that he had brought with him from 
Auschwitz. In 1956, with a passport in his own name, 
Mengele traveled to Zurich, Switzerland where he 


visited his family and married his brother's widow. It 
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would appear that he enjoyed a great deal of freedom 
for being one of the most wanted men in the world but 
this security was soon shattered when, after his return 
to South America, Israeli commandos kidnapped Adolf 
Eichmann in Argentina to stand trial in Israel. In 
1959, Mengele fled to Paraguay where fellow Nazis 
helped him establish a false cover. For the next 
twenty-five years, most who hunted for Mengele believed 
he was hiding somewhere in Paraguay when actually he 
had moved to Nova Europa, Brazil in late 1960. His new 
wife left him in 1961 as his first wife had years 
earlier. In 1962, Mengele purchased a farm in Serra 
Negro, Brazil in partnership with a European couple who 
Shared his fascist politics. At that same time, Jim 
Jones moved into a rented house in San Antonio, just a 
short distance north. Mengele was the foremost living 
authority on the Nazis' genetic experiments and Jim 
Jones would soon assume his title. The fact that the 
two men moved so close to each other during a pivotal 
point in both their lives suggests that they met. 
Jonestown could have been the "changing of the guard"; 
the Nouveau Nazi superbabies taking power from 
Himmler's SS. There may not be a Fourth Reich, only a 
continuation of the Third. It has been said that Jones 
traveled to Brazil after escaping Jonestown with the 
medical records. He may have delivered the results of 
the experiment to Mengele who had since moved to San 
Paulo. On February 7, 1979, just ten weeks after the 
Jonestown massacre, Mengele reportedly drowned in a 
Swimming accident. His death was not revealed until 
1985 when, in the midst of the greatest manhunt in 
history, Mengele's Nazi partners in Brazil announced 
that the Angel of Death was dead and buried. The body 


was exhumed but, after so many years in the dirt, the 


remains were not identifiable. Mengele's friends 
provided the authorities with samples of what they said 
was the dead man's handwriting and it was confirmed as 
the same as Mengeles' SS application on file since the 
early 1930s. That was the only identification made. 
Obviously, Mengele's business associates in Brazil 
would have copies of his handwriting but what is 
astonishing is that the world would believe that it was 
the handwriting of the dead man. The only people to 
claim to have proof that Mengele is dead are his family 
in Bavaria and his friends in Brazil. 

It is time we realized the danger posed by 
Nazis who have infiltrated organizations in an effort 
to achieve world dominance. Their presence and 
influence is everywhere. In the early 1940's, a young 
Polish salesman, employed by I.G. Farben, sold cyanide 
to the Nazis for use in Auschwitz. Fearing for his 
life after the war, he took refuge in the Catholic 
Church and was ordained a priest in late 1946. In 1958 
he was ordained Poland's youngest bishop. After the 
thirty day reign and assassination of his predecessor, 
he assumed the Papacy as Pope John Paul II. One of his 
first jobs in office was to canonize a Polish priest 
who was allegedly killed in the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. 

It has recently been disclosed that Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim, who was Secretary General of 
the United Nations from 1972 until 1982, was in fact a 
Nazi intelligence officer who helped identify and 
execute thousands of non-military personnel in German 
occupied countries during the war. 

There was once a woman with a dream, a dream to 
give underprivileged women a choice through inexpensive 


or free birth control. The woman was Margaret Sanger 
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who, in the conceptual stages of her Planned Parenthood 
organization, consulted with several of Hitler's social 
architects who saw her plan as a viable means to curb 
the birthrate of U.S. Blacks, which was, and still is, 
twice that of Whites. 

Recently, the U.S. extradited Nazi war criminal 
Andriya Artukovic to stand trial in Yugoslavia where he 
was sentenced to death by firing squad for ordering the 
execution of over 231,000 residents of the Nazi puppet 
state of Croatia. For the last 36 years, Artukovic has 
lived an affluent lifestyle in Seal Beach, California, 
while the U.S. government made every excuse imaginable 
to prevent his extradition to Yugloslavia. They even 
declared him senile and legally blind but that did not 
stop the Yugloslavians' pursuit and finally he was 
turned over to his executioners. The release of this 
86 year old, terminally ill Nazi was just a token 
effort by the U.S. government to disguise the truth 
that, even to this day, over 26 Nazis are living in the 
U.S. under the protection of Washington. These Nazis 
are only the ones who have been identified as war 
criminals and who have survived the forty-one years 
Since the end of World War II. 

Soon after the war, two Nazis hiding in the 
United States were facing extradition, trial and almost 
certain execution for their crimes against humanity 
when a brilliant young lawyer came to their defense. 
The lawyer instructed them to establish a business on 
paper only. He then arranged through his contacts in 


government for this phony company to be granted a 


military contract to supply some minor piece of 
hardware that was classified top secret. He then 
approached the courts with a defense that his Nazi 


clients should not be extradited because their company 
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was necessary for national defense. The courts agreed 
and the Nazis were permitted to remain in the U.S. even 
though their shell of a company could not and did not 
fulfill the contract. The young lawyer went on to work 
with Senator McCarthy to compile a list of Hollywood 
performers suspected of being "communist sympathizers." 
Prominent on the Hollywood blacklist was the name of an 
actress whose family history would not seem to warrant 
her inclusion. Her mother had even worked as an 
undercover agent for the FBI. She was reportedly 
despondent over the prospect of never again being cast 
in one of her minor movie roles but actually she was 
about to embark on the most important theatrical 
performance of her life. Citing what she said was 
unfair treatment, she complained to the head of the 
Screen Actor's Guild who empathized with her problem 
and found that they had more than just a career in 
common. He and his ex-wife had worked as FBI 
informants who spied on their fellow actors. The two 
married only a few weeks after this first meeting. The 
young lawyer was Richard Nixon. The newlyweds were 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan. 

Nazis have attempted to control every 
political, social, economic, and religious power 
structure in the world today. They have infiltrated 
every major organization from the Holy See to the 
United Nations, from Interpol to the atomic energy 
community, from Washington to Moscow. It is logical to 
assume that when the Nazis sold their spies in Russia 
to the CIA that they also sold their spies in the 
United States to the KGB. 

The Nazis' influence over the U.S. federal 
government has not gone unnoticed. In early 1979, just 


a few months after the Jonestown massacre, President 
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Carter established a commission on the Holocaust that, 
among other duties, was to receive reports of any new 
attempts at genocide. Carter said, "Never again will 
the world stand silent or look the other way in the 
face of genocide." Carter was well aware of the 
modern-day Nazi threat but his concern might have 
stemmed from the embarrassment or responsibility he 
felt since the largest attempt at genocide since World 
War II occurred under his administration. In any 
event, the commission never investigated Jonestown. 
Toward the end of his term, Carter helped establish a 
judiciary agency to ferret out Nazi war criminals in 
the United States. Until 1983, the chief Nazi-hunter 
in the U.S. government was Allen Ryan but, by this 
third year of the Reagan administration, most attempts 
to identify Nazis in government (and particularly in 
the CIA) were circumvented by President Reagan and Vice 
President Bush (a former director of the CIA). Reagan 
gave the agency sweeping new powers to spy on American 
citizens at home, operate domestic front companies and 
prosecute anyone who identified Agency personnel. He 
increased their budget and approved construction of a 
new wing on their headquarters. The recent growth of 
the CIA is indicative of a fascist, right wing wave 
that is presently rampant in the United States. For 
our democracy to survive into the 21st century, 
Americans need to understand that their lives and 
freedom are in danger from an enemy that most believe 
was defeated over forty years ago. We are now only 
fifty years into Himmler's plan to purify the race of 
man in the first one hundred twenty-five years of the 
Thousand Year Reich. It would seem that the plan is 
still on schedule. Fifty years ago, the Nazis had to 


manually identify homosexuals and drug addicts, 
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transport them to the death camps that they had to 
build, pay for the guards, the cyanide and the disposal 
of the corpses, all under public scrutiny and the 
chance that eventually they would have to answer for 
their genocidal crimes. Today, the very inexpensive 
AIDS virus performs the same function without the risk 
that the architects of the epidemic will ever be 
brought to justice. 

A concerted effort must be made to remove these 
fascists from the federal government and particularly 
from the CIA. The Nazis must not be permitted to 
continue their genocide in the United States. There is 
no justification for ignoring or condoning their 
influence in our society. 

The Himmlers, Mengeles, Laytons, and Joneses of 
this world have planned a "war" very different from the 
nuclear demise that most envision but nonetheless 
devastating. Just as the Crystal Night began the first 
Holocaust and the second World War, so too the White 
Night began the second holocaust and your future. It 
is very important. Millions of lives are in the 


balance. 


EPILOGUE 


My only regret is in allowing too much valuable 
time to pass before completing this project. I bear 
some of the responsibility for the long delay because I 
selfishly put my own survival ahead of society's. For 
this, I apologize but many factors in my tardiness were 
out of my control. Aside from the monumental task of 
extracting and compiling the data, there was the 
ongoing problem of summarizing a story that had not yet 
reached its conclusion. Too often, just when I thought 
a particular aspect was complete, some new development 
would alter the ending and send me back to the outline 
and rough draft stage. Just staying current with the 
violent deaths of the characters and witnesses after 
the massacre was extremely time-consuming. I soon came 
to the realization that the White Night was not the end 
of the story but the beginning of an open-ended history 
that will remain topical for many years to come. I 
decided to conclude this primer to the conspiracy in 
December of 1987, not because the story is finished, 
but because I wanted to make my findings a matter of 


record before what I predict will be the cataclysmic 
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events of November 9, 1988; the Golden Jubilee of the 
Crystal Night. 
I encourage others to continue this work and 


welcome any and all comments and information. 
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